
1Friday 04 Oct to 10 Oct 2024

Voice of South Asian Community      Since March 2002

Vol. 23       Issue 31 Friday 04 Oct to 10 Oct 2024  $1  www.thesouthasianinsider.com

Elon Musk  funded r ight -wing
pol i t ica l  group years  before

endors ing Trump:  Repor t

Page  18

Former Jacksonville
Jaguars Employee

Sentenced To More Than
Six Years For Embezzling
In Excess Of $22 Million

Israel-Iran war: Is it the
beginning of World War 3?

Wamiqa Gabbi
says ‘someone
broke into’ her

room

Political bettors hit the
jackpot as court clears

election markets for
comeback

Story on Page 14

Control smartphones like
tobacco, says leading WHO expert

Who is Ravi Ahuja, the
incoming CEO of Sony Pictures?

Story on Page 15

Over 500 kg of cocaine worth Rs 2,000
crore seized in Delhi's biggest drug bust

Story on Page 14

Story on Page 15

Story on Page 13

Story on Page 16

Former Jacksonville
Jaguars Employee

Sentenced To More Than
Six Years For Embezzling
In Excess Of $22 Million

Story on Page 15



2Friday 04 Oct to 10 Oct 2024 COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

During Prethe s Conference In New York, AAPI Presents on Ways to Leverage
Resources And Skills To Support Healthcare Initiatives In India And USA

(SAI Bureau) During a historic Press Con-
ference with nearly two dozen media per-
sons from the electronic, print and visual
media in attendance at the Indian Consu-
late in New York on a rainy Sunday
evening, September 29, 2024 Dr.
Satheesh Kathula, President of the Ameri-
can Association of Physicians of Indian
Origin (AAPI) shared about his vision for
AAPI under his leadership and about
AAPI’s contributions to India and the
United states during the past 43 years.
Dr. Kathula urged the media to be the link
and a channel between AAPI and the larger
community in sharing AAPI’s message
and about the noble initiatives that ben-
efit the Indian American community and
the people back home in India. Express-
ing his gratitude to the media persons for
their presence today and for the support
they have provided over the past several
decades to AAPI, Dr. Kathula urged their
ongoing support “to help to get the mes-
sage out, in reaching out to the general
public here, the Indian diaspora and in
India, especially for providing health edu-
cation on preventive measures.
Dr. Kathula along with Dr. Hetal Gor, a
member of the AAPI Board of Trustees,
briefed the media on AAPI's ongoing ac-
tivities in the United States and India, and
highlighted the upcoming Global Health
Summit in New Delhi, scheduled for Oc-
tober 19th to 20th.  This summit aims to
bring together healthcare professionals,

policymakers, and industry leaders to
address the prevention of cancer and
heart attacks in the Indian population with
lifestyle modification and technology.
Dr. Kathula invited all the AAPI members
to attend the next edition of AAPI’s an-
nual Global Health Summit this October
in New Delhi, with a focus on preventing
cancer and heart attacks through lifestyle
changes and technological advance-
ments. AAPI has invited Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the President of India
Honorable Droupadi Murmu to be the Hon-
ored Guests at GHS 2024 and to address
the hundreds of AAPI delegates at the
Summit. Hon. Health Minister J.P. Nadda
has been invited and he has agreed to
meet with AAPI delegates to formally to

discuss the healthcare issues especially
the prevention aspect of cancer and Heart
attacks in India.
AAPI is planning to organize bone mar-
row drives across the nation, as the do-
nor pool among South Asians is very lim-
ited, Dr. Kathula said. “So, we are trying
to recruit potential donors in the stem cell
or bone marrow transplant donations.
Because people are getting affected by
lymphomas and leukemias, and they need
transplant. Since they do not get the
matched donors in this country, we are
trying to increase that pool,” he added.
As the President of AAPI, the largest
ethnic medical organization, represent-
ing the interests of over 120,000 phy-
sicians of Indian origin, Dr. Kathula

said, AAPI is also launching a program
called “Million Miles of Gratitude,” to
honor veterans by promoting physical
activity, he said. Participants can log
their walking or running miles, with
each mile serving as a tribute to the
veterans. The goal is to collectively
reach a million miles in the coming
year.
According to Dr. Kathula, AAPI is plan-
ning to introduce heart screenings for
the Indian American community, as
they are at higher risk of experiencing
heart attacks at a younger age, and
that this initiative will focus on preven-
tion and early detection.
Earlier during the day, AAPI organized
AAPI Leadership Retreat at the Indian
Consulate in New York City and was
graced by the presence of Hon. Con-
sul General Binay Pradhan. The
p a n e l  i n c l u d e d  s e v e r a l  d i s t i n -
guished figures from various fields,
including Dr. Sanjeev Kaul, Chief of
Trauma; Sudeep Kapur, a magis-
trate; Manee Kamboji, owner of a
h igh l y  success fu l  IT  company ;
Natalie McKenzie, a health and fitness
coach and podcaster; Jyoti Soni, a
catering and wedding planner with over
three decades of experience in the
culinary industry; and Dr. Satheesh
Kathula, President of AAPI. The ses-
sion was expertly moderated by Dr.
Hetal Gor.

<Q1>Are flu and COVID-19 still a seri-
ous threat to public health?
Both flu and COVID-19 remain significant
health threats, causing thousands of hos-
pitalizations and deaths annually. Accord-
ing to the CDC (Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention), from October 1, 2023
through June 1, 2024, there were esti-
mated to have been at least 35 million flu
i l l n e s s e s ,
390,000 hos-
pitalizations,
and 24,000
deaths. In that
same period,
approximately 44,000 deaths were attrib-
uted to COVID-19 in the US.
<Q2>Why do flu and COVID-19 vac-
cines need to be updated more fre-
quently than other vaccines?
Flu and COVID-19 viruses change through
a process called mutation. These muta-
tions help the viruses avoid our natural
immune responses and the protection
provided by vaccines. By mutating, flu and
COVID-19 viruses can move more easily
from person to person and reproduce
faster, ensuring their survival.
Flu and COVID-19 viruses mutate fre-
quently, and the vaccines have been up-
dated accordingly.CDC is recommending
that all Americans six months and older
get an updated flu and COVID-19 vaccine
in the fall, regardless of whether they’ve
been vaccinated against the virus in the
past.
<Q3> Why are older adults at higher
risk for flu or COVID-19?
As people age, their immune systems
tend to weaken, making it harder for their
bodies to fight off infections and diseases.

Many older adults have chronic health
conditions such as heart disease, diabe-
tes, or respiratory issues that can exac-
erbate the effects of flu or COVID-19.
Therefore, they are more likely to experi-
ence severe complications from the flu or
COVID-19, and recovery from illnesses
can be slower and more complicated in
older adults due to the body’s reduced

ability to repair
and heal itself.
Many infectious
disease ex-
perts stress the
importance of

vaccination for people who are over 65 or
who have underlying health
conditions.People close to them should
also be vaccinated to protect their loved
ones. We should make the annual flu shot
and annualCOVID shot part of our health
maintenance.
If you have questions aboutpublicbenefits,
here are 3 ways you can reach us today:
Call: (English) 1-800-336-2722, (Chinese
Mandarin) 1-800-683-7427, (Chinese
Cantonese) 1-800-582-4218,
         (Korean) 1-800-582-4259, (Vietnam-
ese) 1-800-582-4336
Email: askNAPCA@napca.org
Mail: NAPCA Senior Assistance Center,
1511 3rd Avenue, Suite 914, Seattle, WA
98101

National Asian Pacific Center on Aging
(NAPCA) is collaborating with the Asian
and Pacific Islander American Health Fo-
rum (APIAHF) and the Champions for
Vaccine Education, Equity, and
Progress(CVEEP) on vaccine outreach
initiative.
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Squatter pleads guilty to occupying vacant Jamaica
home, providing forged documents to authorities: DA
(SAI Bureau) A Brooklyn squatter admit-

ted he illegally occupied a Jamaica home

and provided forged documents to authori-

ties to stake his claim to the property as

a legal tenant.Lance White-Hunt, 24, of

18th Street in South Slope, pleaded guilty

to identity theft in the first degree, offering

a false instrument for filing in the first de-

gree, and tampering with physical evi-

dence, Queens District Attorney Melinda

Kats announced on Friday.As part of his

plea, White-Hunt is expected to pay res-

titution to cover the victim’s attorney fees

for a civil suit he brought against the rightful

owner and her broker.“Our first priority with

squatters is to get trespassers out of the

home,” Katz said. “This squatter’s actions

were especially egregious as he brazenly

took the legal homeowner to court as part

of his bogus claim as a tenant.”According

to the charges, on or about Feb. 23, 2024,

the owner of a home on Lakewood Avenue

alongside the Van Wyck Expressway in

Jamaica listed it for rent through a broker

at Top Nest Properties.

For several weeks, the broker visited the

location multiple times a week and ob-

served the entire house to be vacant, all

the windows closed and undamaged, and

the two front doors locked. She also had

a functioning key for the two front doors.

On March 1, the broker made a regularly

scheduled stop at the property and ob-

served that the locks had been changed

on the front door leading to the studio unit

of the residence and her key no longer

worked. Three days later, the broker ar-

rived at the residence and observed that

the locks had been changed on the front

door leading to the upstairs unit. She also

observed White-Hunt inside the residence.

The police were called to the home, and

White-Hunt said he had been staying at

the location since January. He provided a

purported lease with the broker and Top

Nest Properties listed as the landlords.

The broker reviewed the lease and deter-

mined that she had never seen the docu-

ment and that her signature on it was

forged. The broker’s statements were cor-

roborated by the owner of Top Nest

Properties.The following day, police from

the 113th Precinct in Jamaica arrived at

the location and once again White-Hunt

provided a bill from National Grid and AT&T

as purported proof of residence. Both

companies later confirmed that the pro-

vided account numbers did not exist in

their official records.On March 14, White-

Hunt fi led a lawsuit against the

homeowner’s LLC, the broker, and Top

Nest Properties for an illegal lockout. As

part of the civil suit, White-Hunt filed a

residential lease that was determined

to have been forged and the document

was a different lease than that pro-

vided by the defendant to officers on

scene on March 4. The civil lawsuit

was la te r  d iscont inued w i th

prejudice.Following an investigation

in to  the  mat te r  by  the  D is t r i c t

Attorney’s office, White-Hunt was ar-

rested on May 13 by members of the

District Attorney’s Detective Bureau.

Everything he said was a lie, except that reddit post that led to his deportation
(SAI Bureau) BETHLEHEM, Pa. - Aryan Anand, a teenage

Lehigh University student has been kicked out of the school

and criminally charged for forging documents to secure admis-

sion and financial aid, as per Northampton’s district attorney

announced Monday. Aryan Anand,19, of India, has been crimi-

nally charged with fabricating admission and financial aid docu-

mentation to attend Lehigh, according to a release from

Northampton County District Attorney Stephen G. Baratta.

Anand stated he created “fraudulent and fabricated admission,

application, financial aid paperwork, and other documents. "This

was all done for the purpose of securing admission and finan-

cial aid to attend a university in the United States,” he wrote.

Northampton County District Attorney office release Anand is

set to return to India, and the university has decided not to

seek restitution — which would have amounted to about

$85,000, according to the release. Anand allegedly was outed

by users on the social media website Reddit, where he en-

tered a post titled “I have built my life and career on lies.” In the

post, Anand stated he created “fraudulent and fabricated ad-

mission, application, financial aid paperwork, and other docu-

ments.”  "This was all done for the purpose of securing admis-

sion and financial aid to attend a university in the United States,”

he wrote. Charges and plea A moderator from Reddit notified

Lehigh of the post, after which the Lehigh University Police

Department began an investigation, according to the re-

lease. Anand was confirmed as the author of the Reddit

post, and he subsequently revealed he had falsified docu-

ments, including fake email addresses impersonating a

school principal, transcripts, tax and income statements,

and a fraudulent death certificate for his father.
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Gov. Hochul picks Georgia firm to run NY
home health care program over objections

(SAI Bureau)  Gov. Kathy Hochul is mov-

ing ahead with a plan to overhaul the ad-

ministration of a home health care pro-

gram serving roughly 250,000 New York-

ers, despite pushback from some law-

makers, home care companies and pa-

tient advocates.Hochul announced this

week that the Georgia-based firm Public

Partnerships LLC will take over manage-

ment of the Consumer Directed Personal

Assistance Program, which allows elderly

and disabled New Yorkers to use public

dollars to hire aides — including family

members or loved ones — to help them

with basic tasks at home.The home care

program cost Medicaid more than $9 bil-

lion last year and is currently managed

by more than 600 companies statewide

that handle payroll, timesheets and other

administrative responsibilities. Public

Partnerships will take over management

of the program by mid-2025 and will sub-

contract with about 30 regional home care

companies across the state, according

to the governor’s announcement.“Our plan

will deliver a stronger [Consumer Directed

Personal Assistance Program] and lever-

age a diverse, statewide partnership to

ensure the high-quality, personalized

care that New Yorkers need,” Hochul

said in a statement.The contract

amount has yet  to be

announced.Hochul included the plan to

streamline the Consumer Directed

Personal Assistance Program in this

year’s state budget and has argued

that it will improve oversight, reduce

the potential for fraud or abuse and

save taxpayers money.But a coalition

of home care companies and advo-

cates known as the Alliance to Protect

Home Care has been lobbying to halt

the plan, arguing Hochul is ultimately

angling to reduce the number of pa-

tients served.The coalition is now also

pushing back on the company she has

chosen to administer the program,

pointing out it was the subject of a

class-action lawsuit that’s still pend-

ing in Pennsylvania over allegations of

failing to pay home care workers over-

time. “Hochul is handing New York’s

home care program over to a company

that has been a complete disaster in

every state they’ve operated,” said

Bryan O’Malley, the Alliance to Protect

Home Care’s executive director. Asked

about the lawsuit against Public Part-

nerships, Sam Spokony, a spokesper-

son for Hochul, noted that other home

care firms already operating in New York

have also been subject to legal action

for allegedly cheating workers. Shifting

to a single company to administer the

Consumer Directed Personal Assistance

Program will help hold everyone account-

able, he said.Maria Perrin, chief growth

officer for Public Partnerships LLC, denied

that the company was involved in wage

theft in Pennsylvania. She also addressed

recent reports that the company has failed

to have home care contracts renewed in

some other states where it has operated

similar programs.

Crypto Rides launched
By our staff reporter (New York, New

York)— Suite View PAC is excited

to announce the launch of Crypto

Rides, a groundbreaking initiative

designed to get Democratic crypto

enthusiasts to the polls for the up-

coming November 5th election. With

a strong crypto voter base in New

York State, the program offers pre-

paid Uber ride vouchers for pro-tech

voters to ensure their voices are

heard at election sites across the

state.

Crypto Rides is designed to em-

power Democratic-leaning voters

w h o  c a r e  d e e p l y  a b o u t

cryptocurrency policy and its future.

Through this program, voters can

claim an Uber voucher to cover a ride

to an official polling location any-

where in New York State. The vouch-

ers can be redeemed on the Uber

app on November 5th, ensuring con-

venience and accessibility for voters

passionate about blockchain, digi-

tal finance, and technology issues.

I n t e r e s t e d  v o t e r s  c a n  v i s i t

suiteview.org/cryptorides to claim

their voucher by simply entering their

information and receiving their code

via email. The ride can then be used

directly in the Uber app on Election

Day.

Crypto Rides also provides

an opportunity for crypto enthusi-

asts to donate a r ide to another

vo te r.  Dona t i ons  can  be  made

through Suite View’s website, with

o p t i o n s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  v i a

cryptocurrency or debit/credit card.

This peer-to-peer support ensures

that as many pro-crypto Democratic

voters as possible can make it to the

polls. “We're excited to do every-

thing we can to turn out the Demo-

cratic crypto vote here in New York.

Emerging science and technology is

shaping our lives more every year,

and it's crucial for New Yorkers who

vote on these issues to be heard.

Crypto Rides is a great program to

launch here in New York, and we

hope it can be replicated to support

p ro- tech  Democra ts  across  the

country,” said Will Schweitzer, Ex-

ecutive of Suite View PAC. Recent

polling highlights the increasing sig-

nificance of cryptocurrency in shap-

ing voter decisions. According to

recent data, 19% of voters in the

U.S. have bought or hold crypto,

with ownership highest among com-

munities of color and younger vot-

ers. Among Democrats, 18% of vot-

ers have bought cryptocurrency, with

support particularly strong among

Black, Hispanic, and AAPI voters.*

This demographic could play a de-

cisive role in swing distr icts and

closely contested elections, making

programs like Crypto Rides vital for

turnout.
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India calls for restraint, civilian
protection amid escalating Mideast tensions
Urging all sides in the Middle East to maintain restraint, India said the conflict must not take a wider re-

gional dimension and "dialogue and diplomacy" should be channelised to resolve all conflicting issues.

(SAI Bureau)  India on Wednesday ex-

pressed deep concern over the fresh es-

calation in the Middle East following Iran's

missile attacks on Israel and said the con-

flict must not take a wider regional dimen-

sion while calling for restraint among

parties.In a statement, the Ministry of Ex-

ternal Affairs (MEA) stressed that "dialogue

and diplomacy" should be channelised to

resolve all conflicting issues."We are

deeply concerned at the escalation of the

security situation in West Asia and reiter-

ate our call for restraint by all concerned

and protection of civilians. It is important

that the conflict doesn’t take a wider re-

gional dimension and we urge that all is-

sues be addressed through dialogue and

diplomacy," MEA said in a

statement.India's statements came a day

after Iran, in an unprecedented attack on

Israel, fired more than 180 ballistic missiles

on the Jewish nation.

CATCH ALL THE UPDATES OF ISRAEL-

IRAN WAR HERE

Alarms sounded across Israel and explo-

sions were heard in Jerusalem and the Jor-

dan River valley. Israelis piled into bomb

shelters and reporters on state television lay

flat on the ground during live

broadcasts.According to the Iranian Revo-

lutionary Guards, hypersonic Fattah missiles

were used for the first time, and 90 per cent

of them hit their targets in Israel.Israeli Rear

Admiral Daniel Hagari said that most mis-

siles were intercepted "by Israel and a defen-

sive coalition led by the US". "Iran's attack is

a severe and dangerous escalation," he

tweeted.No injuries were reported in Israel,

but one man was killed in the West Bank,

authorities said.The Middle East has been

witnessing a tumultuous security situation

for nearly one year after Hamas launched

an unprecedented attack on Israel, killing

about 1,200 people and taking hostage over

200 others. The attack triggered the war in

Gaza, which has killed over 41,000 people.

Terrorism has no place in our world: PM Modi speaks to Netanyahu
PM Modi expressed his concerns about the escalating tensions in West Asia, emphasising that "terrorism has no place in our world."

(SAI Bureau)  Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Monday spoke to his

Israeli counterpart Benjamin Netanyahu

over the ongoing conflict in the Middle

East. PM Modi expressed his concerns

about the escalating tensions in West

Asia, emphasising that "terrorism has

no place in our world."

In a post on X, PM Modi underscored

the importance of preventing "regional

escalation and ensuring the safe release

of all hostages," reiterating India's

commitment to supporting efforts for an

early restoration of peace and stability.

PM Modi's telephonic conversation

with Netanyahu comes amid the

escalating conflict in the Middle East.

Israel has been continuously carrying out

airstrikes against Iran-backed militant

group Hezbollah in Lebanon, having

already eliminated several of its top

ranking officials, including the group's

chief, Hassan Nasrallah.

Meanwhile, Israel is planning a

limited ground operation in Lebanon that

is expected to begin immediately, the

Jewish nation has informed the US, the

Washington Post reported, while citing

US officials.Israel’s planned campaign is

expected to be more limited in scope

compared to the 2006 Lebanon War,

which was a 34-day conflict triggered by

a Hezbollah cross-border raid on July 12,

2006.

Government extends AFSPA in
Manipur amid ongoing violence

The Manipur government has extended

the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act

(AFSPA) for another six months, with ef-

fect from Tuesday in the ethnic violence-

hit state, excluding areas under the juris-

diction of 19 police stations.In a notifica-

tion, Commissioner (Home) N Ashok

Kumar said that the state government has

decided to maintain the status quo, cit-

ing violent activities of extremist and in-

surgent groups, the overall law and or-

der situation, and the capability of the

state machinery.The notification fur-

ther stated that the Manipur Governor

"is of the opinion" that violent activi-

ties by insurgent groups in the state

have necessitated the need to use of

the Armed Forces for civil administra-

tion in the entire of Manipur, except in

the areas under the jurisdiction of 19

police stations, including, Imphal,

Bishnupur, Jiriibam and Lamphel.The no-

tification stated that the government

analysed the law-and-order situation and

that it is not expedient to have a detailed

assessment on the ground.

The notification, dated September 26,

stated the security agencies were preoc-

cupied with the maintenance of law and

order.“Further it will be premature to arrive

at any conclusion or decision on such a

sensitive matter without detailed assess-

ment thereby not appropriate to review the

‘Disturbed Area’ status of the state at the

moment,” it stated.The AFSPA, which has

been in effect in Manipur since the early

1980s, is modelled on a colonial-era ordi-

nance. It grants special powers to the

forces to maintain public order in “disturbed

areas”.
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56 years after IAF plane crash, body of Army soldier to be handed over to extended family
(SAI Bureau)  Fifty-six years

after an Indian Air Force (IAF)

plane carrying 102 people on

board crashed in the Rohtang

Pass, the Indian Army success-

fully recovered four more bodies

from the accident site in

Himachal Pradesh.

On February 7, 1968, the AN-

12 aircraft went missing shortly

after taking off from Chandigarh.

The plane crashed after encoun-

tering severe weather near the

Rohtang Pass and for decades,

the wreckage and remains of the

victims were lost in the icy

terrain.Meanwhile, the Indian

Army's search and rescue mis-

sion, led by the Dogra Scouts,

in collaboration with representa-

tives of Tiranga Mountain Rescue,

is part of the larger Chandra

Bhaga Mountain

Expedition.Mountaineers from the

Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of

Mountaineering first discovered

the wreckage in 2003, leading to

multiple expeditions over the

years by the Indian Army, espe-

cially the Dogra Scouts, who have

been at the forefront of search

missions in 2005, 2006, 2013,

and 2019.Despite the treacher-

ous conditions and unforgiving

terrain, only five bodies were re-

covered from the spot till 2019.

Now, the Chandra Bhaga Moun-

tain Expedition has recovered four

additional bodies, taking the to-

tal number to nine.

Out of the four recovered bod-

ies, three have been

identified.While Malkhan Singh

(Pioneer), was identified by a

voucher found in his pocket,

Sepoy Narayan Singh (Army

Medical Corps) was identified by

his paybook found on his person.

Similarly, Craftsman

Thomas Charan from the Corps

of Electronics and Mechanical

Engineers (EME) was also iden-

tified with further confirmation

through his paybook.While the

fourth victim is yet to be identi-

fied, the Army found details of the

person's family and has informed

them of the developed.The

search expedition is scheduled

to continue till October 10, the

Army said.

Swachh Bharat Mission becoming new
path to prosperity: Modi on 10th anniv
  (By Staff Reporter) Hai l ing the

Swachh Bhara t  M iss ion  as  the

l a r g e s t  a n d  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l

people ’s  movement  o f  the 21st

century, Prime Minister Narendra

Modi  on Wednesday sa id mass

part icipation had transformed the

campaign into a new path towards

prosperity for India. H e  n o t e d

t h a t  t h e  W o r l d  H e a l t h

Organisat ion credited the mission

w i t h  s a v i n g  3 , 0 0 , 0 0 0  l i v e s  b e -

tween 2014 and 2019 by reducing

deaths caused by d iar rhoea.

A t  a n  e v e n t  o r g a n i s e d  h e r e  t o

mark  10 years of  the mission,  the

Pr ime Min is ter  sa id the cam-

paign was creating employment

on a large scale. “Many sectors

have benefi ted f rom the con-

s t ruc t ion  o f  c ro res  o f  toilets,

while artisans such as masons,

plumbers and labourers found

employment in villages because

of the boom in the construction

of toilets,” Modi said.

He noted that over 28 crore people

took part in more than 27 lakh

events organised in just 15 days during

the ‘Sewa Pakhwada’ held between

September 17 and October 2 as part

of the “Swachhta hi Seva” campaign.

67 cases against seer over Prophet Mohammed remarks, Bombay High Court told
(By Staff Reporter) The Maharashtra

government submitted before the

Bombay High Court that about 67 FIRs

have been registered across the state

against religious leader Mahant

Ramgiri Maharaj over his alleged

derogatory remarks against Islam

and Prophet Mohammed at an

event in Nashik.The government

further told the court on Monday

that the objectionable material

containing the alleged derogatory

remarks, which was shared

online, is being taken down by

the cyber crime police.Maharashtra Ad-

vocate General Dr Birendra Saraf made

this submission while opposing a peti-

tion which sought registration of an FIR

against Maharashtra Chief Minister

Eknath Shinde for sharing a stage with

Ramgiri Maharaj after FIRs were regis-

tered against him.The petition had been

filed by advocate Mohammad Wasi

Sayed and others, alleging that since

2014 there is "a steep rise in communal

incidents and systematic Islamophobic

customs are protected and conserved by

the state and Union governments,

thereby giving rise to mob-lynchings, ri-

ots, and boycotting of Muslims".

Advocate Ejaz Naqvi on Monday, rep-

resenting the petitioners, argued that in-

stead of initiating action against Ramgiri

Maharaj, Shinde shared a stage with him

and made a statement that saints would

be protected in the state.Similarly, Naqvi

pointed to inflammatory speeches deliv-

ered by BJP MLA Nitesh Rane as well,

and that no action was taken against

him.However, the bench of Justices

Revati Mohite-Dere and Prithviraj Chavan,

noted that petitions concerning taking

down of Ramgiri Maharaj's videos and

registration of FIRs in instances of al-

leged hate speech by Rane are already

being heard by it.

INDIA AFFAIRS

Three killed in gunfight in Manipur's
Ukhrul in clash over cleaning land

(By Staff Reporter) Three people,

i n c l u d i n g  a  M a n i p u r  R i l f e s

p e r s o n n e l ,  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  a

g u n f i g h t  w h i c h  b r o k e  o u t  i n

Manipur's Ukhrul over cleaning a

p l o t  o f  l a n d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e

Swachhata Abhiyan

on Wednesday,  a

p o l i c e  o f f i c e r

s a i d . P r o h i b i t o r y

o r d e r s  w e r e

i m p o s e d ,  a n d

m o b i l e  i n t e r n e t

s e r v i c e s  w e r e

s u s p e n d e d  i n

Ukhrul for one day

a f t e r  t h e  c l a s h

between residents

of Hunphun and Hungpung villages

in Ukhrul. The clash, which left

several people injured as well ,

was sparked by a longstanding

land dispute.

The victims were identified

as Rifleman Worinmi Thumbra of

6th Manipur Rif les, Rei leiwung

Hongray and Silas Zingkhai.

Sub-divisional magistrate of

Ukhrul D Kamei said that there was

a poss ib i l i ty  o f  law and order

problem between the two villages,

which may lead to "breach of peace

and public tranquility" between both

villages.

"Such disturbances may result

in serious breach of peace and

danger  to  human  l i ves  and

properties.

 the magistrate said in the

order, adding that movement of

people outside their homes and

other activities that could disturb

the law and order situation in the

district were restricted till further

order.
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India monitors troops along Israel-
Lebanon border as conflict intensifies
Amid escalating tension in West Asia, India is closely monitoring its troops sta-
tioned along the Israel-Lebanon border under the UN Peacekeeping mission.

(By Staff Reporter) As the Is-

rael-Hezbollah conflict esca-

lates, India is closely monitor-

ing its 600 soldiers stationed

along the 120-km Blue Line on

the Israel-Lebanon border, de-

ployed under the United Nations

peacekeeping mission. While

India cannot unilaterally with-

draw the troops, maintaining

communication with them re-

mains a top priority amid the ris-

ing tensions.Emphasising the

importance of soldiers' safety,

Major General Ashok Kumar

(Retd.), the Director General at

the Centre For Joint Warfare

Studies (CENJOWS), said,

“The safety of our soldiers is

paramount. India cannot unilat-

erally decide on the withdrawal

of its troops from the area, but it

stays in constant contact with

its deployed forces to ensure

their well-being.”He further noted

that while ties with Israel are cru-

cial, Iran's involvement in the

conflict could complicate the is-

sue. “India’s strategic interests

in West Asia are multi-faceted.

While our relationship with Is-

rael, particularly in defence, is

vital, any involvement of Iran in

the conflict could complicate

matters for India. Iran is critical

for our connectivity projects, es-

pecially the Chabahar port,”

Kumar said.Major General Kmar

also highlighted concerns about

the conflict's potential impact on

India's economy, particularly oil

supplies and trade.  “If the

conflict disrupts oil supplies, it

could directly affect our eco-

nomic growth. Furthermore, the

well-being of 9 million Indians

working in the Gulf could be at

risk if the situation deteriorates.

UP court links 'love jihad' to foreign
funding, hands life term to Muslim man
(By Staff Reporter) A judge in

Uttar Pradesh's Bareilly claimed

that "love jihad" was being used

as a way to change India's

population and linked illegal

conversions to foreign funding.

The remarks were made as the

judge sentenced a Muslim man

to life in jail for raping and

threatening a woman after he lied

about his identity.Notably, "love

jihad" is a term, primarily used

by some right-wing groups in

India, referring to an alleged

conspiracy where Muslim men

target women from other

religions, particularly Hindus, to

marry them and convert them to

Islam.

During the hearing on

Monday, Uttar Pradesh's

Additional District Judge Ravi

Kumar Diwakar claimed that

some groups were luring Hindu

women into relationships to force

illegal religious conversions,

which, he said, threatened

India's unity and security. Judge

Diwakar stressed that illegal

conversions, conducted under

psychological pressure and

promises of marriage, are funded

by foreign sources and need

urgent intervention, news agency

PTI reported.The judge also

alleged that it was part of a larger

plan to create conditions similar

to those in Pakistan and

Bangladesh.The court then

convicted 25-year-old

Mohammad Alim to life

imprisonment for raping a 20-

year-old student. Alim had

introduced himself as 'Anand' to

the victim and established a

relationship, which eventually led

to forced abortion and threats.

The court also sentenced

Alim’s father, Sabir, 65, to two

years in prison for aiding his son’s

crimes. The student had alleged

that Alim had deceived her into

believing he was Hindu.

Your family did naach gaana all their lives: Yogi Adityanath attacks Rahul Gandhi
(By Staff Reporter) UP chief minister

Yogi Adityanath on Monday blasted

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi for his

"naach-gaana"  comment  on the

January 22 consecration ceremony

of  the Ram temple in  Ayodhya,

saying "this is what your family has

been doing entire life". Adityanath

said the 500-year-long wait for the

Ram temp le  was  over  w i th  the

consecration of the idol of Ram Lalla

at the magnificent Ram temple in

Ayodhya this year. Thousands of

Hindus made sacrif ices to see a

grand temple built in Ayodhya, he

said.The BJP leader was addressing

ra l l i es  i n  H isa r  and  Panchku la

districts for the October 5 Haryana

assembly polls. He said after the 500-

year-wait, the entire country and world

is overwhelmed and happy. But these

"badnaseeb (unlucky) Congressi" hate

this, he said, attacking the Congress.

This is the difference between Ram's

culture and Rome's culture, Adityanath

said.He said on one hand, there are

those who grew in  Lord Ram's

culture... and, on other, there are those

who grew up in Roman culture. Those

"badnaseeb", who "unfortunately call

themselves accidental Hindu, how will

they tolerate it?" he said.

"Ve kehte hain Ayodhya mein jab

Ram Lalla ke mandir ka udghatan ho

raha tha tab wahaan pe naach gana

chal raha tha.
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Israel-Iran Conflict: Why a Middle East on Edge
Threatens India’s Economy and Global Standing

The recent massive rocket attack by
Iran on Israel signals a grim reality:
achieving a ceasefire or peace in the
Middle East is currently out of reach.
Iran’s direct involvement escalates ten-
s ions,  pos ing a s ign i f icant  r isk  of
broader regional turmoil. This unprec-
edented retaliation by Iran against Is-
rael raises the spectre of a wider war in
the region.The Middle East is already
burdened by deepening fault lines, with
the conflict in Gaza remaining a key is-
sue that fuels the cycle of violence. Given
Iran’s military capabilities and nuclear
ambitions, the stakes are higher than
ever.India’s economic stability is closely
tied to the Middle East, a region now teeter-
ing on the edge of prolonged turmoil due to
the escalating conflict between Iran and Is-
rael. As a nation that relies heavily on the
Middle East for its energy security—import-
ing nearly 80 per cent of its crude oil from
the region—any disruption in oil supplies
could have a ripple effect on the Indian
economy. Rising oil prices would not only
strain public finances but also lead to infla-
tion, increasing the cost of living for millions
and slowing down economic
growth.Beyond energy, the conflict threat-
ens India’s vital trade routes. The Middle
East serves as a crucial transit point for In-
dian exports, particularly to Europe. Pro-
longed conflict in the region could cause
significant trade disruptions, leading to de-
lays and increased costs for Indian export-
ers. This, in turn, would affect India’s trade
balance, further destabilising an already
fragile global economic environment.India
also finds itself in a delicate diplomatic po-
sition, having cultivated strategic relation-
ships with both Iran and Israel. As tensions
rise, India faces the challenge of balancing
its ties with these two nations while main-
taining its stance on peace and stability.
This balancing act could strain India’s for-
eign policy and diplomatic resources, com-
plicating its ability to navigate the complex
geopolitical landscape.The broader impli-
cations of instability in the Middle East ex-

The Quad summit on September

21 in Delaware, which was the sixth

one under US President Joe Biden's

presidency, affirms that the forum is

"here to stay".Each country sees its

interests being served in various areas

by its membership of the Quad. For

India, the grouping provides an

addi t ional  forum to s t rengthen

relations with countries with which

ties had begun to grow much before

the emergence of Quad in its present

profile.India emphasises the broader

purpose of Quad beyond the China

threat. That threat is certainly a

binding factor within the group, even

if the rhetoric is that the Quad is not

d i rected at  any country.  Th is

discourse is diplomatically necessary

so as not to limit the scope and

purpose of the Quad and avoid

arousing greater hostility from China,

with which each Quad member has

flourishing economic ties.

A Broader Definition

India prefers a broader Quad

foundation with multiple objectives

that would bind the members more

durably. It de-emphasises Quad as a

security forum, well aware that the

goal of the increasingly complex

Malabar  exerc ises is  mar i t ime

security, given China's increasing

maritime threat in view, with Japan first

and Austra l ia  la ter  becoming

permanent  members of  these

exercises.

That  the Quad is  not  a

security pact is a position that the

other partners of India accept. In

taking this position, the Quad also

has taken into consideration ASEAN

sensitivities about its central role in

promot ing a reg ional  secur i ty

architecture in Asia.A broader Quad

agenda meets India's longer-term

needs by way of closer cooperation

in diverse areas such as crit ical

technologies,  c l imate change,

cybersecurity, capacity building,

health, education, terrorism, and in

maritime domain issues like disaster

re l ie f ,  i l legal  f ish ing,  human

trafficking, etc.

In his opening statement at

the Quad summit in Wilmington, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi referred to the

democratic values that unite the

members, their joint support for a

rules-based internat ional  order,

respect for sovereignty and territorial

integrity, and the peaceful resolution

of all issues.

A free, open, inclusive, and

prosperous Indo-Pacific, he added,

Quad Has A Substantial
Agenda For The Future

was Quad's shared pr ior i ty and

commitment. But then, the need to

aff irm all this arises because of

Chinese policies in the Indo-Pacific

region, even though he also stated for

the record that the Quad is not against

anyone.

"Here To Stay, To Assist"

Modi noted that the Quad had

collaboratively undertaken numerous

positive and inclusive initiatives in

areas such as health, security, critical

and emerging technologies, climate

change,  and capaci ty  bu i ld ing.

Expressing India's firm commitment

to the Quad, he affirmed that it was

here to stay, to assist, to partner, and

to complement. The Quad statement

on digital infrastructure reflects India's

views and priorities: the role of digital

technologies and systems in

profoundly transforming societies and

accelerating the realisation of the UN

2030 Agenda for  Susta inable

Development ;  Dig i ta l  publ ic

infrastructure (DPI) built and leveraged

by the public and private sector to

provide equitable access and improve

public service delivery at scale with

inc lus iv i ty,  in teroperabi l i ty,

modularity, scalability, security and

privacy, and human rights as guiding

principles.At the Quad Leaders'

Cancer  Moonshot  event ,  Modi

recalled that during the Covid-19

pandemic,  the 'QUAD Vaccine

Initiative' for the Indo-Pacific had been

launched. The group has now decided

to tackle a challenge like cervical

cancer. India, he said, had also

developed its own vaccine for cervical

cancer, and new treatment protocols

are being launched wi th  the

assistance of AI. India, he added, is

ready to share its experience and

expertise. He announced India's

contr ibut ion of  $7.5 mi l l ion for

sampling kits, detection kits, and

vaccines under the Quad Moonshot

Initiative.

Through the initiatives of GAVI

and the QUAD, India will contribute

40 million vaccine doses for Indo-

Pacific countries. All this is reflected

in the Quad joint statement.The Quad

Joint Statement and the fact sheet

issued separately have overlapping

content.

The Joint statement notes that

four years after elevating the Quad to

a leader-level format, the grouping is

more strategically aligned than ever

before and is a force for good that

delivers real, positive, and enduring

impact for the Indo-Pacific.

tend beyond energy and trade. Regional
disturbances pose a threat to global peace,
and for India, maintaining stability in the
region is essential not only for its economic
interests but also for its national security.

Energy Security
India’s energy security is critically de-

pendent on the Middle East, as the region
supplies nearly 80 per cent of the country’s
crude oil imports. This heavy reliance
places India in a vulnerable position, par-
ticularly during periods of conflict in the re-
gion. Any escalation of hostilities, such as
the current tensions between Iran and Is-
rael, can severely disrupt the flow of oil from
the Middle East. Such disruptions could trig-
ger a sharp rise in global oil prices, directly
affecting India’s economic stability.

Higher oil prices have wide-reaching
consequences for India’s economy. Firstly,
they increase the cost of importing oil, lead-
ing to a widening trade deficit and straining
the country’s foreign reserves. A sustained
rise in oil prices also puts significant pres-
sure on the government’s fiscal health, as
it may be compelled to increase subsidies
or absorb higher import costs to shield
consumers from price shocks.Moreover,
rising oil prices directly contribute to infla-
tion by increasing transportation and manu-
facturing costs across various sectors.
Since oil is a key input in industries rang-
ing from agriculture to manufacturing and
services, higher prices cause a broad-
based rise in the cost of goods and ser-
vices, further fuelling inflationary pressures.
For Indian citizens, this results in a higher
cost of living, with everything from fuel to
food becoming more expensive.In the long
term, sustained high oil prices could also
slow down economic growth, as inflation
erodes consumer purchasing power, re-
duces demand, and increases production
costs for businesses. For an economy al-
ready navigating post-pandemic recovery
challenges, the potential energy security
risks arising from conflict in the Middle East
pose a serious threat to India’s overall eco-
nomic stability and growth trajectory.
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Iran’s Attack on Israel May End Ayatollah
Khamenei's Regime, But World War 3 is Unlikely
Iran may have reluctantly, in the ab-

sence of options, walked into Israel’s trap.

It has so far fought the war against the

Jewish state through its proxies like

Hamas, Hezbollah, and even the Houthis,

supplying them with ideology, weapons,

training, safe havens, money, and re-

sources. Every time, the Ayatollah regime

has stayed in the background, making

noise internationally but keeping an anti-

septic distance as its terrorist footsoldiers

carried out its outsourced war.Recent

events have gradually but firmly shut the

door on that option. Israel, backed ro-

bustly by the United States and by and

large all of the West, has brought the dan-

ger not just to Iran’s door but right into its

drawing room, bedroom and kitchen.Israel

killed Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh on

July 31 with a daring airstrike in the heart

of Tehran’s supposedly airtight security

environment. A day before that, Milad Bidi,

a commander of Iran’s Islamic Revolution-

ary Guards Corps (IRGC) was killed in an

Israeli airstrike which targeted top

Hezbollah man Fuad Shukr in Beirut,

Lebanon.Last week, Israel eliminated the

entire Hezbollah leadership including its

chief Hassan Nasrullah in Lebanon. That

was after its audacious pager blasts which

killed and maimed thousands of

Hezbollah operatives and Iranian state and

non-state actors across the Middle East.

Iran has realised that Israel is now

striking at will, with unmatched precision,

and in places and ways previously unimag-

inable. The very head of the Islamist

regime’s religious and political power,

Ayatollah Khamenei, lies uneasy and in

clear danger.Iran had to enter the war it-

self. It was left with no choice. And that is

what Israel has been waiting for so long.

It gives Israel and the US reason to

derail and demolish Iran’s nuclear

programme. In spite of a trillion-dollar hit

to Iran’s economy through sanctions, and

several targeted assassinations of its

nuclear scientists and army command-

ers, its march towards becoming a nuclear

state goes on. Contradictory stances in

US foreign policy have helped Iran renew

its nuclear ambitions and actions. A

nuclear-armed Iran is an existential threat

to Israel.But an all-out war gives Israel a

chance to completely crush Iran’s nuclear

infrastructure before it is too late. It may

also target the oil fields.Iran’s aggression

gives America the excuse to bac Israel in

that endeavour till the end. There is a

strong political carrot as well. A resound-

ing victory over Iran will also give Kamala

Harris the badly needed fillip in the up-

coming US elections.Powerful Arab na-

tions like Saudi and the UAE won’t inter-

vene. They have refused to take Palestin-

ian refugees and invite trouble at home.

They are smart. They have started open-

ing up their economies and societies to

prepare for a post-oil world. With a de-

feated Iran, the way to joining the Abraham

Accord with Israel and the US will be

easier for Saudi and other Arab powers.

They know that Iran and Turkey stand in

the way of peace in the Middle East.Many

Islamists have invested hope in Russia to

take on the US and Israel. A war-torn Rus-

sia won’t easily want to open another front.

It is no friend of Islamists. Its alliance with

Iran, Iraq, Syria or Turkey are strategic to

counterbalance US influence in the

Gulf.China does not have a history of

jumping into others’ conflicts. It is also

not a friend of the Islamic order. Its help

to Pakistan is solely predicated on

Islamabad undermining New Delhi’s influ-

ence and exporting terror.

 At home, its treatment of ethnic

Muslim groups like Huis and Uighurs is

infamously brutal.China will most likely

watch the Middle East conflict from afar,

at best covertly helping Iran with money

and weapons.India will make politically

correct noises of peace and fairness and

play from the shadows.

Israel-Lebanon front: A regional or limited war?
'AXIS' UNDER STRAIN

Expectations of this conflict spilling over

into a regional one remain palpable. The

likes of Hamas and Hezbollah, known to

enjoy patronage from Iran, would expect

Tehran to not only back them but to for-

mally engage Israel’s military, potentially

drawing the country into a conventional

war.For Iran, both Hamas and Hezbollah

are core components of its 'Axis of Re-

sistance', which also includes the Houthis

in Yemen, and other smaller groups pep-

pered across Syria and Iraq. The ques-

tion on many minds is: What is Iran’s red

line? At what point does it intend to, if at

all, engage Israel directly in aid of the so-

called axis it backs?Contrary to such

expectations, Iran’s new president,

Masoud Pezeshkian, has maintained a

non-rhetorical stance, replacing expected

rhetoric against Israel and the US with

dangling a carrot instead: one of willing-

ness to talk with the West, bettering ties,

and talking about the nuclear deal once

again. This is in contrast to Pezeshkian’s

swearing-in two months ago, where he

took on his new role amidst chants of

“Death to America and Israel”.

CHALLENGES FOR ARAB WORLD

On the other side of the spectrum, the

Arab world watches on nervously as the

conflict presents them with multiple chal-

lenges. Saudi Arabia, till recently being

goaded by the US to normalise relations

with Israel — as done by some other Arab

states such as the UAE and Bahrain by

way of the Abraham Accords of 2020 —

made it clear that it will not do so unless

Palestine is recognised as an indepen-

dent and sovereign state.

 While this has been a long-

standing demand, Riyadh had dangled

hope to normalise with Israel to try and

sign a comprehensive security arrange-

ment with the US; one as binding as those

enjoyed by America’s Asian partners, Ja-

pan and South Korea.

Regionally, the likes of Saudi Arabia are

trying to maintain two main postures.

First, to make sure domestic discontent

on the Gaza issue does not spiral. Sec-

ond, to maintain their trajectories of eco-

nomic diversification, moving away from

oil, and becoming global business hubs.

The UAE to a large extent has already

achieved this, with its priority now, to

manage its core security requirements

which guarantees missiles not raining

down on Dubai or Abu Dhabi.Both these

Arab powers are attempting to remain

neutral in a conflict they increasingly see

as one between Israel and Iran, and have

developed working relations with Tehran

to this aim. Egypt, which shares a direct

border with Gaza, and has a lot of influ-

ence within Palestinian movements, is

also careful to not make the problem of

the Palestinian cause an Egyptian issue,

but a Palestinian one. For this, Gaza

plays a critical role.

IDEOLOGIES AT ODDS

Beyond the regional aspect, Arab pow-

ers, in fact, may not be completely miffed

with Israel’s plans to de-fang Hamas and

Hezbollah. A pertinent question which

continues to be raised is what kind of

Palestine would it be if a two-state solu-

tion is indeed mobilised? While such an

outcome remains largely implausible as

of today, a Hamas-led or Hamas-like

organisation-led outcome would not

change the situation much.The conflict

would continue, with an accepted border

but contesting ideologies in play. Extreme

ideologues, both in Israel and Lebanon,

have also come into political power via

electoral processes. While in 2022,

Hezbollah lost its majority in the Leba-

nese parliament, it still holds sway over

political power in the country. In Israel,

far-right parties such as Otzma Yehudit

have gained traction, looking to fight ideo-

logical challenges with ideology

itself.Finally, a regional war as of today

remains unlikely despite the threat per-

ceptions being drawn.

The Israel-Lebanon border will be

in all likelihood a contained conflict. The

biggest question remains what the po-

litical off-ramp for the likes of Hezbollah

would be, and ultimately, what kind of

long-term security Israel would aim to-

wards beyond just setting a precedent of

renewed deterrence?
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China eyes Western supply chains after Lebanon pager shock
For example, Mei Hualong, a

professor at Peking University,

argued that the attack has the

potential to change the “rules of

the game” and cause a chain

reaction. After the 9/11 terrorist

attacks, people's understanding

of terrorism changed, and the

global aviation industry

underwent significant

adjustments. The Lebanon

incident, which uses a new

method of “supply chain warfare”,

may have a similar effect, whose

impact could unfold rather

slowly, he added.

China’s opportunity to

challenge Western

electronicsThe Chinese side

noted that the explosion incident

and back-to-back targeted

kil l ings triggered serious

concerns among consumers in

Arab countries about the

security of electronic products

produced in or whose supply

chains are controlled by the

West. On the Arab social media,

many social media users

reportedly advocated boycotting

Western electronics and turning

to alternatives like Huawei over

Western brands.The Chinese

side further noted that this is not

the first time that the countries

in West Asia have been affected

by “Israel’s communication

tampering”. Syria, Jordan, Egypt,

and Turkey have all been at the

receiving end for a long time. The

lack of independent technology,

the absence of a supporting

industrial chain, and the threat

of a technologically superior

adversary are common problems

facing the entire West Asian

telecommunications market.The

repeated assassinations and

attacks caused by data leaks in

Iran, Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, and

other countries are a concern not

only for countries directly

involved, but also for other rich

Gulf countries. The search for a

safe and reliable

communications and energy

industry chain has become a

consensus among almost all

West Asian countries. And,

China wants to promote itself as

the “most viable alternative” in

such a situation.The Chinese

side wants to seize the

opportunity to further intensify

their attack on the sustainability

and legit imacy of Western

industrial and supply chains,

and to argue that it is the West,

not China, that poses a greater

supply-chain risk. They appear

keen to promote the

acceleration of a global supply

chain reconstruction system,

where de-Westernisation, rather

than de-Sinicization, becomes

the dominant trend in certain

non-Western countries.Shen Yi,

a professor of International

Politics at Fudan University,

argued: “After the Sino-US

trade war, the world now has

two sets of technical systems,

two sets of standards, and two

sets of ecosystems. How can

China compete with American

standards? Yes, we may not be

as advanced as them, and our

technical parameters may not

be as high as them, but we can

guarantee that our products will

not explode, it is safe. If you

don't want to be bombed, you

can use mine.

”Accordingly, the

Chinese side is keen on

promoting ‘Made in China’ as a

symbol of not only cost-

effectiveness and good quality,

but also of “technological

autonomy, independence,

safety, and reliability”. It is being

advertised that all electronic

components of Chinese

electronics are produced and

assembled domestically and

have little chance of being

manipulated by outside powers

– an important reason why

consumers in West Asia or

elsewhere may like to choose

Chinese-made electronic

products.Will the Chinese design

work? Only time can tell.

 Israeli forces dominate but
Hezbollah has ground advantage
After a fortnight of mayhem in the ranks

and files of Hezbollah, the Israeli Defence

Forces (IDF) commenced limited,

localised, and targeted ground raids based

on precise intelligence against Hezbollah

in southern Lebanon on the night of Sep-

tember 30, 2024.Codenamed Operation

‘Northern Arrows’, these operations are

backed by precision strikes from the Is-

raeli Air Force and artillery fire. These

ground operations, small in scale and

scope, are viewed as a precursor to a

possible full-scale ground offensive into

southern Lebanon later.Well before com-

mencing these limited ground operations,

Israel conducted what is known in mili-

tary terminology as the ‘preparation of the

battlefield’ and ‘softening of the target’.

Beginning with the pager attacks on Sep-

tember 17, a series of Israeli assaults,

including remote detonations and

airstrikes that eliminated key Hezbollah

leaders, culminated in the most shock-

ing airstrike that killed Hezbollah chief

Hassan Nasrallah on September

27.Within a span of 10 days, Israeli

strikes, aided by precise intelligence, have

taken out Hezbollah’s entire leadership

structure and disrupted their communica-

tion and control network. Israel has also

made significant gains by successfully

targeting weapon depots and rocket and

missile launch platforms, severely degrad-

ing Hezbollah’s fighting potential. As the

ground operations now unfold, it is cru-

cial to examine how the opposing forces

compare.

Asymmetry in the conflict: Israel vs

Hezbollah

The IDF is undoubtedly far superior to

Hezbollah or any other fighting group in

this conflict. Technologically superior,

better equipped, and highly organised,

with the backing of its Western allies, it

threatens to overrun any military opposi-

tion on the battlefield.According to ‘The

Military Balance 2023’ report, Israel has

an active military of 1,69,500, with the

army comprising the bulk at 1,26,000.

Additionally, it has almost 1,40,000 re-

serves. Global Power rankings place Is-

rael as the fourth-largest military in the

region, with only Turkey, Egypt, and Iran

ahead of it. And globally, it holds the 18th

spot.In terms of air power, Israel holds ab-

solute superiority with a fleet of the most

modern fighter aircraft, including F-15, F-

16 and F-35 jets. Its arsenal comprises

around 350 aircraft, organised into 14

fighter squadrons, 2 squadrons of AH-64

Apache attack helicopters and many other

aircraft in various support roles. Addition-

ally, it has a whole range of armed and

unarmed UAVs, including the famous

Heron armed UAVs.In terms of air defence

too, the IDF enjoys an unmatched advan-

tage. Its arsenal of air defence and anti-

missile systems is led by the short-range

Iron Dome (anti-rocket system), comple-

mented by the David’s Sling system, the

long-range M901 Patriot PAC-2, and the

Arrow anti-missile system. As a result of

this superiority, the IDF has been able to

strike Hezbollah targets with impunity

using its fighter jets, while, at the same

time, it has been able to intercept most

of the rockets fired by Hezbollah.In terms

of ground forces, the IDF has more than

1,000 Merkava Main Battle Tanks (MBT),

1,200 Armoured Personnel Carriers (APC),

over 500 artillery guns, including 30 Mul-

tiple Rocket Launchers (MRL), and a host

of other weapons and surveillance sys-

tems. Also, the IDF benefits from direct

support from the US in terms of intelli-

gence, surveillance, and strike

capabilities.Hezbollah, on the other hand,

is largely on its own, with Iran unlikely to

join directly in this conflict. Although

Hezbollah claims to have more than

1,00,000 fighters, recent setbacks have

likely dealt a significant blow to morale,

leadership and direction among its ranks.

However, Hezbollah’s strength

comes from its vast arsenal of rockets and

missiles, estimated to be 1,50,000 in

numbers. Unguided rockets like the

Katyusha missiles, with a range of 30

km comprise the bulk of Hezbollah's

missile arsenal.
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A Lot Is At Stake For Rahul - And Congress - In Haryana
The election in Haryana has

entered an interesting phase.

After Prime Minister Narendra

Modi's rally in Sonipat, Rahul

Gandhi started his campaign

from two places in the state. His

rally was the most awaited for

the simple reason that everyone

wanted to know whether Kumari

Selja would join him or not. Fi-

nally, after a lot of suspense, she

was seen on the same platform

as Rahul, along with Bhupinder

Singh Hooda. The Congress,

which seems to be ahead in the

race at the moment, must have

heaved a sigh of relief. But

whether this ceasefire between

the two tallest leaders of the

party in the state will be lasting

and result in victory remains to

be seen.

A Chance For Rahul To Ce-

ment His Glory

For various reasons, Haryana

is going to be the litmus test not

only for the Congress but also

for Rahul. This year's Lok Sabha

elections gave a new lease of life

to him. His party improved its

seat tally from 52 to 99, with the

credit for this boost going mostly

to Rahul. His status in the party

as its most significant leader,

which was in doubt since the

2019 elections, has finally been

cemented. The days of 'G23' in

the Congress are over. Rahul

now has the final word on party

matters. He is also informally

treated as the leader of the en-

tire opposition. In that sense, a

victory in Haryana will further

bolster his image as the new

mass base leader in Indian poli-

tics and a worthy challenger to

Modi. The Bharatiya Janata

Party's (BJP) performance in the

Lok Sabha elections in Haryana

was dismal. It could win only five

seats out of 10, and its vote

share dropped by 12 percentage

points vis a vis the last parlia-

mentary election. Back then, in

2019, the vote share gap be-

tween the two parties had been

a whopping 30%. But in the as-

sembly election that took place

after three months, the BJP

failed to get a majority mark and

had to take the support of the

Jannayak Janta Party (JJP),

which had severely criticised PM

Modi earlier. The BJP Is Strug-

gling

The BJP's second term in the

state has been disappointing, to

say the least. The party's high

command had to replace Chief

Minister Manohar Lal Khattar at

the last minute. Today, his face

is missing from the party's pub-

licity material. The new chief min-

ister, Nayab Singh Saini, seems

equally ineffective.

The BJP seems to be

struggling in this election and it

will be a miracle if it turns the

table on counting day.

More than Jammu and Kash-

mir, Haryana is singularly impor-

tant  for  Rahul  Gandhi .  In

Jammu and Kashmir, the Con-

gress is a junior partner. It is

in alliance with the National

Conference and is contesting

only 32 seats, mostly in the

Jammu region. The BJP is not

a major player in the Valley

either and is banking on inde-

pendents and smaller parties.

Vance was flailing. In the debate, he reasserted himself in the race.
NEW YORK — JD Vance arrived on

the debate stage the butt of endless jokes

from Democrats. He was unpopular. And

even some Republicans had second-

guessed Donald Trump’s decision to pick

him as his running mate.But on Tuesday,

Vance reasserted his place in the race:

He’s the lone Republican on the national

ticket delivering a sharp message aimed

squarely at Kamala Harris. In contrast,

Trump spent the night hurling insults not

at Harris, but at Tim Walz, repeatedly dis-

missing him in social media posts as

“Tampon Tim.”If Vance’s out-performing of

Walz was primarily on style, he also ex-

celled, for the most part, in his plan to

prosecute Harris over the uneven

economy. Vance spoke colloquially and

resisted the too-online MAGA rat-a-tat

that’s consumed coverage of the fresh-

man Ohio senator since Trump chose him

this summer.For Vance, who had been

flailing for weeks, the debate marked a

rare win in the campaign — and an op-

portunity to improve his image five weeks

before the election.Whereas Walz

seemed unsteady and unsure of his mis-

sion — he fell short of centering the dan-

ger Democrats and never-Trump Republi-

cans contend Trump poses to the coun-

try, as Walz’s advisers had workshopped

with him — Vance executed on his ob-

jective: on issue after issue, from immi-

gration to energy production to foreign af-

fairs, the Republican focused on Harris and

asked what she’s done during her time in

the White House.“When did Iran and

Hamas and their proxies attack Israel? It

was during the administration of Kamala

Harris,” Vance said during a tone-setting

first exchange, which came hours after Iran

fired scores of missiles on Israel. “So Gov-

ernor Walz can criticize Donald Trump’s

tweets, but effective, smart diplomacy and

peace through strength is how you bring

stability back to a very broken

world.”Vance followed a similar formula in

accusing Harris of pushing energy produc-

tion to American adversaries, advocating

positions that would undo Trump’s depor-

tation policies, and helping steer an

economy under which prices for housing

and everyday goods rose during her

tenure.“If Kamala Harris has such great

plans for how to address middle class prob-

lems, then she ought to do them now, not

when asking for promotion, but in the job

the American people gave her three and a

half years ago,” Vance said. “The fact that

she isn’t tells you a lot about how much

you can trust her actual plans.”Indeed,

Walz allowed Vance to go unchallenged

until late in the evening — for Democrats,

something of a painful repeat of President

Joe Biden’s fatally flawed debate with

Trump. Walz improved deeper into the

second hour, though even then he was

overly deferential, a point Democratic

surrogates didn’t exactly contest.

“Tim Walz was extra ‘Minnesota nice’

tonight,” said Jaime Harrison, the Demo-

cratic Party chair. Vance, on the other

hand, “seemed very slick.”Republicans,

in contrast, were basking in a post-de-

bate high.“JD Vance couldn’t have been

better,” said Donald Trump Jr., who lob-

bied his father hard to pick Vance as his

vice presidential nominee. “I wouldn’t have

changed anything.”So relentless was

Vance’s critique of Harris that, should he

and Trump win in November, Vance might

come to regret assigning so much power

to the vice presidency. It took more than

90 minutes for him to address Trump’s

lies about being victorious in the 2020

election. And it was that answer that

Democrats were gleeful about. Vance

refused to say whether Trump lost, lead-

ing to Walz’s strongest moment of the

evening (the other being a complaint from

Vance when he was fact-checked by one

of the moderators)Vance himself seemed

to recognize the hole he had dug for him-

self coming into the debate.

 For months, he was the poster

child for liberal dunking — over his dis-

missal of “childless cat ladies” and for

advancing a conspiracy theory about Hai-

tian migrants in his home state feasting

on cats and dogs. Even Vance’s robotic

chit-chat while ordering donuts fed into his

counterpart’s argument that he’s, well,

“weird.”On the first question, Vance

stepped back to introduce himself,

unspooling an origin story familiar to read-

ers of his bestselling book, “Hillbilly

Elegy.”“I went to college on the GI bill af-

ter I enlisted in the Marine Corps and

served in Iraq, and so I stand here asking

to be your vice president with extraordi-

nary gratitude for this country, for the

American Dream that made it possible for

me to live my dreams,” Vance said.

 MOST READ
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“And most importantly, I know that a

lot of you are worried about the chaos in

the world and the feeling that the Ameri-

can Dream is unattainable. I want to try

to convince you, tonight, over the next 90

minutes, that if we get better leadership

in the White House, if we get Donald

Trump back in the White House, the

American Dream is going to be attain-

able once again.”While it may have been

a reset for Vance, the debate offered few

memorable exchanges between the two

political combatants — not even a fly.

Their preparation for the debate

was asymmetric. Vance, who bobbed

and weaved, did scores of tough inter-

views with national news media.
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 Why Is Israel Playing With Fire?
Because It Has Understood It Can

The Middle East is once again

on a boil. Hezbollah chief Hassan

Nasrallah has been killed in a

strike on Beirut, the Israeli

military said today. The flare-up

this time is truly alarming and

could be apocalyptic in its

potential.

The Beginning Of The

Recent Strikes

On September 17-18, the

world was astonished by what

seemed to be back-to-back

attacks in Lebanon involving

exploding pagers and walkie-

talkies belonging mostly to the

Iran-backed Hezbollah. The

attacks were allegedly an Israeli

operation.  Almost 30 people lost

their lives, with thousands

reported injured. Soon after, Israel

launched airstrikes on

settlements in southern and

eastern Lebanon in what it called

'targeted assassinations' to

eliminate Hezbollah leaders and

operatives. According to

estimates from the Lebanese

health ministry, more than 1,000

people have died in these strikes,

with more than 5,000 injured.

Many of them are civilians given

how Hezbollah is well-integrated

into the local population. A

number of other Hezbollah

leaders, like Ibrahim Aqil, have

been confirmed dead.To be fair,

it was Hezbollah that had begun

the attacks on northern  Israel in

response to Hamas's

multipronged strikes in Israel on

October 7 last year. Hezbollah's

rationale was to open a second

front against Israel and force it to

declare a ceasefire with Hamas

in Gaza. Hundreds of thousands

of Israelis in the north of the

country have been displaced by

Hezbollah's assault.

The Destruction In Gaza

Almost a year has passed

since the war in Gaza started.

Large parts of the enclave have

been flattened, much of Hamas

degraded, and many of its leaders

killed. The overall death toll

stands at 40,000; at least a third

of them are women and children.

In May this year, Israel

launched relentless air strikes in

Rafah and followed it up with a

ground incursion. Yet, it has not

been able to realise its objective

of freeing all hostages taken

captive by Hamas on October 7.

While some have been released,

others have died in captivity, and

many others continue to be held

hostage. For a large part, Israel's

retaliation against Hezbollah had

been calculated as it wanted to

preempt any large-scale

conflagration. However, since July

end, when Hezbollah strikes on

Israel killed 12 children, its

attacks have steadily intensified.

Israel's ambassador to the United

Nations, Danny Danon, has said

that what Israel was doing was

conducting "precise strikes" in

Lebanon against Hezbollah

command centres, weapons

stores and leadership.

Why Is Israel Feeling So

Confident? Hezbollah, after all,

is not Hamas. It is entirely

dependent on Iran and has a

larger, more professional and

sophisticated army. It even has

seats in the Lebanese

parliament. It is battle-hardened

and has fought wars with Israel

earlier. In 2000, it managed to

drive the Israeli Defense Forces

out of Southern Lebanon, and in

2006, the group forced it to

retreat. The organisation has

often been called "a state within

a state".  While many Lebanese

despise the Shiite group - and

many would be happy with

Nasrallah's elimination as he has

brought to Lebanon one disaster

after the other while carrying out

what they say was the 'Iranian'

agenda - within the community,

it is admired and has contributed

to keeping Syrian President

Bashar Al Assad in power in

Syria.In spite of all this, Israel's

actions betray a belief that

perhaps it can now do to Lebanon

what it did to Gaza. After all,

Lebanon is a politically

dysfunctional state; its currency

has collapsed, its economy is in

tatters and as per World Bank

data, 44% of its population is

living in poverty. A war will be

catastrophic for the country.

Already, Israel has demonstrated

that in spite of widespread

condemnation of its use of

disproportionate force in the

Gaza Strip - where it seems Israel

is now winding down operations

- it has been able to stay intent

on its course, with the

international community

incapable of or unwilling to halt

its assault. Iran Is On The

Fence Next, Hezbollah's mentor,

Iran, is not in a comfortable

position either. It's facing both

internal and external challenges.

In fact, with its direct strikes on

Israel in April, Tehran in a way

demonstrated that it did not have

the appetite for a direct war with

Israel, which has both a superior

economy and military. Thus,

while Iran might not throw its

favourite protege under the bus,

it may also not be in a position to

shore up Hezbollah's arsenal.

Also, the numerous recent

assassinations - Hamas chief

Ismail Haniyeh included - point to

a breach within the ranks of both

Iran and Hezbollah. This is sure

to lead to further internal rupture

and dissonance. The fact that

Iran's new president Masoud

Pezeshkian has also declared his

intention to cooperate with the

West over the nuclear deal is also

added motivation for Israel.

Pezeshkian perhaps sees a

window of opportunity while the

Democrats still hold power in

Washington. He may not wish to

jeopardise this opportunity by

rushing to aid Hezbollah. Yet

another factor for Israel's

emboldening may be the looming

US presidential elections.  In

case of a war breaking out in the

region that pits Israel against one

or other of its adversaries, there

is sure to be bipartisan support

for Israel in America. The US has

stationed 12 warships in the

region, and the IDF just this week

announced that the US was

disbursing another $8.7 billion in

military aid. It's doubtful whether

such similar aid will be

forthcoming for Iran from any of

its friends.

Israel's Actions Have A Cost

All these factors may have

spurred Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu, but his actions come

at a great cost for Israel too. The

Israeli economy is suffering.

Foreign investments have

dropped, tourism, one of the

country's mainstays, has waned,

about 46,000 businesses have

gone bankrupt, and the country's

credit rating has dwindled. On

the military front as well, while

Israelis still continue to be held

captive by Hamas, the IDF has

suffered serious losses too.

Reports say that around 10,000

reservists have sought mental

health support and a significant

number failed to show up when

called up a second or third time,

citing "burnout". Israel's own

resources are depleting fast and

will need time to be replenished.

Nevertheless, the public approval

for a war with Lebanon seems

much higher than that for its

actions in Gaza. Nasrallah's

assassination will go a long way

in shoring up support for the

Netanyahu government.Beyond

all this, however, the bottom line

is that there are no permanent

military solutions to the conflict in

the region because the problem

is essentially a political one. Israel

may flatten Gaza and it may even

go on to repeat that repertoire in

Lebanon. It may destroy Hamas

and Hezbollah. But the hatred will

live on. With time, new avatars of

Hamas and Hezbollah will

continue to spring up.
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Control smartphones like tobacco,
says leading WHO expert

Countries should consider regulating digi-

tal devices like smartphones in a similar

way to tobacco products, to combat so-

cial media's rising negative impact on

young people's mental health, the World

Health Organization’s Natasha Azzopardi

Muscat said.With increasing evidence

that problematic gaming and social me-

dia behavior is on the rise among adoles-

cents in Europe, countries should take

inspiration from other areas of public health

where legislation has helped address po-

tentially damaging habits — such as to-

bacco laws, she said.Measures includ-

ing age limits, controlled prices and even

no-go zones worked for regulating to-

bacco, so they could be taken as an ex-

ample for how to curb damaging use of

handheld devices like smartphones,

Azzopardi Muscat, director of country

health policies and systems at WHO

Europe, told POLITICO on the sidelines

of the European Health Forum, in

Gastein, Austria.“Maybe we need to think

about where it is appropriate to use digi-

tal devices, and maybe it's also time to

start thinking about places where certain

digital devices should not be used,” just

as we have banned smoking in certain

areas, she said.Another key element is

ensuring that children and teens — no

matter their background, ethnicity or so-

cial status — are “literate, equipped and

empowered,” she added. This means

equipping them with the right knowledge,

“so that they rule the digital world and they

do not allow the digital world to rule

them.”A WHO study published last month

found that problematic and “addiction-like”

gaming and social media behavior is on

the rise among adolescents in Europe.The

report, which surveyed almost 280,000

people aged 11 to 15 across Europe, Cen-

tral Asia and Canada found that more than

one in 10 struggles to control their use of

social media and experiences negative

consequences. Girls reported higher lev-

els than boys, with 13 percent compared

with 9 percent.The study also found that

12 percent of adolescents are at risk of

problematic gaming, with boys more than

twice as likely than girls to show signs of

problematic gaming.“As with anything

else, you can use these tools well and

effectively,” Azzopardi Muscat said. “But

we have to be careful, because we have a

portion of the population who are report-

ing problematic use, and we know that

this eventually can go on to affect their

educational outcomes, their mental health

and wellbeing, their productivity in the

workforce.

”The link between social media

use and mental health, especially among

teens, is garnering more attention. Ear-

lier this summer, European Commission

President Ursula von der Leyen promised

a “first-ever European-wide inquiry on the

impact of social media on the well-being

of young people.”Taking stock of the evi-

dence is essential, but we shouldn’t wait

too long, Azzopardi Muscat said.

“The evidence needs to be col-

lated systematically, and then we need

to see what is likely to work, and what is

the approach that we want to take,” she

said. “But it's quite clear that we can't

delay taking actions and decisions.”
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Former Jacksonville Jaguars Employee Sentenced To More
Than Six Years For Embezzling In Excess Of $22 Million

Jacksonville, Florida – U.S. District Judge

Henry L. Adams today sentenced Amit

Patel (31, Jacksonville) to six years and

six months in federal prison for commit-

ting wire fraud and engaging in an illegal

monetary transaction. As part of his sen-

tence, the court entered an order of forfei-

ture in the amount of $22,221,454.40, the

proceeds of the wire fraud charge. Patel

was also ordered to pay full restitution to

the Jacksonville Jaguars, the victim of his

offense and his former employer.   Accord-

ing to court documents, Patel operated a

fraud scheme through which he em-

bezzled approximately $22,221,454 from

the Jaguars. Specifically, Patel used his

role as the administrator for the team’s

virtual credit card (VCC) program to make

hundreds of purchases and transactions

with no legitimate business purpose.

Then, to hide and continue to operate the

scheme, rather than accurately report his

VCC transactions, Patel created account-

ing files that contained numerous false and

fraudulent entries and emailed them to the

Jaguar’s accounting department. Patel

used a variety of methods to hide his il-

licit transactions by omitting them from

the files, while still having the total dollar

amount of VCC expenditures match the

balances paid by the Jaguars for the VCC

program line of credit. For example, to

hide his fraudulent VCC transactions,

Patel identified legitimate reoccurring VCC

transactions, such as catering, airfare, and

hotel charges, and then duplicated those

transactions; he inflated the amounts of

legitimate reoccurring VCC transactions;

entered fictitious transactions that

sounded plausible, but that never actu-

ally occurred; and moved legitimate VCC

charges from upcoming months into the

month of the accounting file that was im-

mediately due to the accounting

department.Patel’s fraudulent transac-

tions began in September 2019 and con-

tinued until he was fired by the Jaguars in

February 2023. He used the proceeds of

this scheme, in whole or part, to place

bets with online gambling websites, to

purchase a condominium in Ponte Vedra

Beach, Florida, to pay for personal travel

for himself and friends (including charter-

ing private jets and booking luxury hotels

and private rental residences), to acquire

a new Tesla Model 3 sedan and Nissan

pickup truck, to pay a criminal defense

law firm, and to purchase cryptocurrency,

non-fungible tokens, electronics, sports

memorabilia, a country club membership,

spa treatments, concert and sporting

event tickets, home furnishings, and

luxury wrist watches. Patel did not report

any of this illicit income on his tax returns.

“This case exemplifies the FBI’s relent-

less effort to protect American companies

and their customers,” said Mark Dargis,

Acting Special Agent in Charge of the FBI

Jacksonville Division. “Amit Patel know-

ingly and wittingly created a deceptive

scheme to fund a lavish lifestyle at his

employer’s expense, and today’s sen-

tencing is a warning to other scam art-

ists: the FBI and our partners will con-

tinue to aggressively pursue corporate

fraud investigations to protect consumers

from bearing the costs associated with

criminal activity.”“Today, the IRS inter-

cepted Patel’s playbook and achieved jus-

tice for the American public. Patel de-

ceived the Jacksonville Jaguars and used

his position of trust to steal from the team,

gamble on games and fund a lavish

lifestyle,” said IRS-CI Acting Special Agent

in Charge Lani Rosado-Espinal. “IRS-CI

will continue to work with our law enforce-

ment partners to provide the financial ex-

pertise to unravel sophisticated fraud and

money laundering schemes.”This case

was investigated by the Federal Bureau

of Investigation and the Internal Revenue

Service – Criminal Investigation. It was

prosecuted by Assistant United States

Attorneys Brenna Falzetta and Michael

J. Coolican.

The asset forfeiture is being

handled by Assistant United States At-

torneys Mai Tran and Jennifer Harrington.

Over 500 kg of cocaine worth Rs 2,000
crore seized in Delhi's biggest drug bust

The Delhi Police recovered over 500

kg of cocaine worth more than Rs 2,000

crore following a raid in south Delhi in what

is said to be the biggest drug bust ever in

the national capital. Four people were ar-

rested in connection with the drug bust.

An international drug syndicate is be-

lieved to be behind the massive cocaine

consignment and the narcotics were be-

ing used in high-profile parties.The Spe-

cial Cell of Delhi Police conducted the raid

in south Delhi and recovered the huge con-

signment of drugs. Police said the value

of the narcotics was worth over Rs 2,000

crore.

This is the biggest cocaine con-

signment seizure in the national capital

till date.Police were questioning the four

arrested accused for more information in

connection with the case.
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Who is Ravi Ahuja, the incoming CEO of Sony Pictures?
As he steps into the CEO role, Ravi Ahuja will succeed Tony Vinciquerra, who will remain with SPE as a non-executive chairman until December 2025.

Ravi Ahuja is set to take over as the CEO

of Sony Pictures Entertainment (SPE)

effective January 2, 2025, succeeding

Tony Vinciquerra, who will remain with the

company as a non-executive chairman

until December 2025.

Ahuja currently serves as Chair-

man of Global Television Studios and

President & Chief Operating Officer, over-

seeing day-to-day operations alongside

Vinciquerra.Since joining Sony Pictures

in March 2021, Ahuja has played a piv-

otal role in the company's growth, man-

aging all production businesses for Sony

Pictures Television, which include US and

international productions, as well as divi-

sions focused on nonfiction, kids program-

ming, and game shows.

Under his leadership, Sony Pic-

tures has produced a wide range of ac-

claimed series, such as The Crown, The

Boys, Gen V, Cobra Kai, Better Call Saul,

The Last of Us, Outlander, and The Night

Agent.Ahuja has also spearheaded sev-

eral key mergers and acquisitions for

Sony, including the acquisition of Indus-

trial Media, a leading nonfiction entertain-

ment company; UK production house Bad

Wolf; and visual effects company

Pixomondo.

His strategic vision extended to sell-

ing GSN Mobile Games to Scopely.

Before joining Sony, Ahuja held high-pro-

file roles at Walt Disney Television, includ-

ing President of Business Operations and

CFO, where he played a crucial part in

merging Disney/ABC Television with Fox

Networks following Disney's acquisition of

Fox in 2019. His leadership also ex-

tended to overseeing finance, strategy,

and business development for the Fox

Networks Group, where he drove initiatives

in streaming and new technologies, in-

cluding guiding Hulu’s joint venture for over

a decade.Ahuja's career also includes

stints as CFO for Virgin Entertainment

Group and work at McKinsey & Company

and in investment banking. A graduate of

The Wharton School, he holds both un-

dergraduate and MBA degrees and re-

cently joined the Wharton Undergraduate

Executive Board.

Israel-Iran war: Is it the beginning of World War 3?

As close to 200 missiles streamed into

Israeli airspace, the world was left in hor-

ror. People watched with bewilderment,

with just one question on their minds -- Is

this the beginning of World War 3? The

Middle East is on the boil, and further

east, there's the Russia-Ukraine theatre

of war. The world couldn't have been

closer than this to World War III.On so-

cial media site X (formerly Twitter), World

War 3 was among the most discussed

topics in India and the world.In India,

#WorldWar3 and World War 3 were

among the top 3 trending topics for 5

hours, with over 2 lakh posts.Worldwide,

World War 3 and World War III saw around

3 lakhFormer US President and Republi-

can presidential candidate Donald Trump

too warned that the world was on the brink

of a world war."Now, war, or the threat of

war, is raging everywhere, and the two

incompetent people running our country...

are leading us to the brink of World War

III," said Trump."This is what the policies

of weakness and appeasement have

brought to the world," he said, targeting

his rivals, US President Joe Biden, and

Democrat presidential candidate Kamala

Harris.Republicans have been warning that

Kamala Harris will lead the US to war."A

vote for Kamala Harris is a vote for nuclear

war," said Republican leader Tulsi

Gabbard on October 1."If Kamala is al-

lowed to serve as commander-in-chief,

she would feel the need to 'prove' how tough

she is by pushing us into an unneces-

sary, costly war that does not serve the

interests of the American people,"

Gabbard, a Hindu-American politician,

said earlier.But the world believes that one

might not have to wait till after the results

of the November 5 US presidential elec-

tion is out for World War 3."The probabil-

ity of WW3 feels higher than ever. A glo-

bal war would destroy humanity. I pray for

the wisdom of our leaders," said Lex

Fridman, host of Lex Fridman Podcast.

People across the globe felt the jitters as

Iran on October 1 shot 181 ballistic mis-

siles into Israel in retaliation for the killing

of Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasrallah,

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps

commander Abbas Nilforoushan and

Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh.Earlier on

October 1, Israel launched a ground of-

fensive into Lebanon, targeting Iran-

backed terrorist organisation

Hezbollah.The Middle East has been on

the boil since the October 7 attack by

Hamas that resulted in the killing of hun-

dreds of Israelis and abduction of scores.

Israel has bombed Gaza, where Hamas

is based. Then there are the Iran-backed

militias in Iraq and Syria, which have been

activated too.With Yemen-based Houthi

rebels also attacking ships near the stra-

tegic Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea, the

entire region around Israel has now turned

into a war zone.Though Iran has warned

that any retaliation for its missile strikes

by Israel will bring crushing attacks, Is-

rael will for sure try to punish Tehran for

the blistering attack.This will throw the

entire world into chaos as the US and

Nato will intervene and try to help Israel.

The US already did that on October 1, by

shooting down Iranian missiles.The oil-rich

Middle East has seen a power struggle

between Shia Iran and Sunni Saudi

Arabia. The US and Russia have partnered

with the regional playerszWhile Saudi

Arabia, the biggest Sunni power, is an

American ally, Iran and the Bashar al-

Assad regime in Syria have the backing

of Russia.Russia isn't alone. It has the

support of China and North Korea when it

comes to strategic and political

interests.That's what is raging on in the

Russia-Ukraine theatre of war.Russia at-

tacked Ukraine for its overtures to US-led

Nato, which Moscow sees as a military

grouping out to curtail its powers.There is

no end to the Russia-Ukraine war, which

is in its third year, and now the world is

seeing an escalation in the Middle East.

Supply routes have been disrupted and

global trade and commerce have suffered.

American defence officials on Monday

said that the Pentagon would deploy a

few thousand additional US troops and

more fighter jets to the Middle East, as

part of the Biden administration's attempt

to mitigate the conflict between Israel and

Iran's proxies from becoming a regional

war, reported The Washington Post on

Monday, September 30."Growing up in

the Cold War era, and being constantly

subjected to the fear of WWIII, somewhat

numbed me to the notion of impending

‘Armageddon’. However, I now feel an over-

whelming sense of anxiety that the world

is on the brink," Paul Foy, an English

trade unionist, said.People are only get-

ting news of the escalation, and that is

worrying them to believe that the direct

Iranian attack on Israel is the beginning

of World War 3. However, a World War 3

scenario still looks distant with the world

more closely knit than ever and the

domino effect hurting everyone's interests.

The world will make an all-out effort be-

fore reaching that tipping point.
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Political bettors hit the jackpot as court
clears election markets for comeback

“This week is the dawn of a new era for financial markets,” said
Tarek Mansour, CEO of financial exchange startup Kalshi.

Political gambling is back on in the

US, less than five weeks before Elec-

tion Day.

A federal appeals court in Washing-

ton on Wednesday cleared the way for

financial exchange startup Kalshi to re-

vive the first fully regulated election-bet-

ting markets in the U.S. The three-judge

panel lifted a temporary freeze on the

markets while rejecting an emergency

bid from Wall Street regulators to halt

trading pending a full appeal of a lower-

court decision in favor of Kalshi.

Now, Kalshi will be able once again

to offer trading on whether Republicans

or Democrats will control Congress next

year — and possibly more. The com-

pany has suggested it plans to expand

its election-betting markets well beyond

which party controls Congress to other

political contests, including the presi-

dential election.

“We are incredibly honored to bring

safe, regulated, and trusted election

markets to the US,” Kalshi CEO Tarek

Mansour said in a statement. “This

week is the dawn of a new era for finan-

cial markets.”

The Commodity Futures Trading

Commission — the financial regulator

clashing with Kalshi over the markets

— did not have any immediate comment.

Interactive Brokers, the brokerage giant,

is planning to launch its own election-

betting markets on Thursday, accord-

ing to a spokesperson.

The ruling is a major win for the bur-

geoning political betting complex in the

U.S. Historically, American traders vy-

ing to wager on who will win the White

House, a Senate seat or some other race

have had to do so by concealing their

locations online to use offshore markets

or through academic ventures that only

allow bets of several hundred dollars.

But Kalshi’s markets represent a

new frontier in gambling on U.S. elec-

tions. Fully regulated by the CFTC,

Kalshi allows for bets of as much as

$100 million on its election markets.

The exchange specializes in the

trading of financial products that are

known as event contracts, which are

effectively wagers on whether a certain

event is likely to happen. Beyond elec-

tions, Kalshi provides trading on eco-

nomic data, how many launches SpaceX

will have this year and whether certain

movies will be nominated for best pic-

ture at the Oscars.

The CFTC says election-betting de-

rivative markets violate federal and state

law — while posing a threat to the in-

tegrity of American elections. because

they are subject to manipulation by well-

heeled traders. CFTC Chair Rostin

Behnam has warned that the markets

also risk pulling the agency into the un-

comfortable position of “election cop.”

While the judges recognized the

CFTC’s concerns, the panel wrote in the

opinion that the agency failed to show

that the agency or the public will suffer

irreparable harm from the markets with-

out a stay that would last the duration

of its full appeal.

“Ensuring the integrity of elections

and avoiding improper interference and

misinformation are undoubtedly para-

mount public interests, and a substan-

tiated risk of distorting the electoral pro-

cess would amount to irreparable harm,”

wrote Judge Patricia Millett of the U.S.

Court of Appeals for the District of Co-

lumbia Circuit. “The problem is that the

Commission has given this court no

concrete basis to conclude that event

contracts would likely be a vehicle for

such harms.”Critics of the markets, in-

cluding financial watchdog group Better

Markets, bashed the decision. Sen. Jeff

Merkley (D-Ore.), who has been sound-

ing the alarm about the markets on Capi-

tol Hill, warned in a statement that they

risk reducing “our democracy to a horse

race of the ultra-rich and huge corpora-

tions to bet on.” Merkley recently intro-

duced legislation intended to bar finan-

cial firms from setting up political bet-

ting markets.

Still, the judges kept the door open

for the CFTC to try again. In the ruling,

Millett wrote that “such a showing [of

harm] is not out of reach.”

But Dorothy DeWitt, a former CFTC

official, said renewing the motion to stay

“could take a year or so.” And in the

meantime, Kalshi is bound to go full

throttle on election betting. “The CFTC’s

Division of Enforcement will need to

saddle up because they are the new cop

on the election integrity beat, and the

Court of Appeals has just affixed the

deputy star to their vests,” DeWitt said.
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 China Engages Jamaat-e-Islami in Bangladesh: Should India Be Worried?
Since the resignation of long-

serving Bangladeshi Prime Min-

ister Sheikh Hasina on August 5

this year, the nation has been

navigating a period of political

transition. As Bangladesh pre-

pares for a new chapter, an in-

terim government led by Nobel

laureate Muhammad Yunus is

struggling to handle a volatile situ-

ation. India, which has tradition-

ally enjoyed a cordial relationship

with Hasina, is closely monitor-

ing the unfolding events in its

neighbouring country with a mix

of caution and apprehension.

Amidst this complex scenario,

the recent visit of China’s Ambas-

sador to Dhaka, Yao Wen, to the

central office of Jamaat-e-Islami

Bangladesh in Moghbazar,

Dhaka, has added a layer of com-

plexity to the already delicate

situation. This develop-

ment has the potential to further

shape the trajectory of

Bangladesh’s political landscape

as it navigates the challenges

and opportunities presented by

the transition.This visit signifies

the first occasion since 2010 that

a foreign diplomat has engaged

with the Jamaat’s office, which

had been closed until the recent

collapse of the Hasina adminis-

tration. Ambassador Yao Wen

met with Jamaat’s Amir, Dr

Shafiqur Rahman, and allegedly

conveyed a desire for enhanced

cooperation between China and

the Jamaat. Following their dis-

cussion, the ambassador com-

mended the Jamaat as a “well-

organised political party”, while

the Amir acknowledged China’s

significant contributions to

Bangladesh’s economic and so-

cial development. He also urged

China to adopt a more proactive

stance regarding the Rohingya

refugee crisis. Additionally, the

Amir reiterated his support for the

One-China principle.The Jamaat-

e-Islami, the largest Islamist po-

litical party in Bangladesh, played

a crucial role in the student-led

protests that resulted in the oust-

ing of a government increasingly

unpopular due to its authoritarian

practices and economic decline,

particularly exacerbated by the

Covid-19 pandemic.  De-

spite having opposed

Bangladesh’s independence in

1971 and facing legal repercus-

sions for war crimes during the

liberation conflict, the party has

managed to establish a signifi-

cant presence among the popu-

lace over the past decade, par-

ticularly within university circles.

Its student faction, Islami Chhatra

Shibir (ICS), is reported to have

strong connections with

Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelli-

gence (ISI) and received financial

support from this agency earlier

this year to facilitate anti-estab-

lishment activities.Originating

from a movement for Islamic re-

vival in British India under

Maulana Abul A’ala Maududi in

1941, Jamaat-e-Islami has his-

torically adhered to a fundamen-

talist ideology aimed at imple-

menting Sharia law as a govern-

ing framework. Due to its collabo-

ration with the Pakistani estab-

lishment during the liberation war

and its continued opposition to

India, it has maintained a consis-

tently anti-India stance. The party

is anticipated to perform well in

upcoming elections, and China’s

recent engagement with Jamaat-

e-Islami reinforces its potential

significance in Bangladesh’s po-

litical future.China has significant

interests in Bangladesh, particu-

larly through its infrastructure ini-

An airline banner with an appeal

to stop violence against Hindus

in Bangladesh was seen flutter-

ing over the Hudson River and

circling around the Statue of Lib-

erty in New York.

The banner carried the message

"Stop violence against

Bangladesh Hindus" and had an

image of Muhammad Yunus, the

head of the interim government

of the south Asian country.

This comes amid reports of vio-

lence, lynching and kidnapping

of minor girls in the country af-

ter Sheikh Hasina was ousted

as the Prime Minister of

Bangladesh.Since August 5,

2024, there have been around

250 verified attacks and over

1,000 reported incidents, ANI

had earlier reported. India had

flagged concerns regarding the

safety of Hindus in Bangladesh

after Yunus took over.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

held a telephonic conversation

with Yunus, who "assured him

of the protection, safety and se-

curity of Hindus and all minori-

ties in Bangladesh".

"Hindus in Bangladesh are on

the verge of extinction. Hope-

fully, this will raise awareness

among the civilised world and

prompt the UN to take action to

save the victims of militant Is-

lamic forces in Bangladesh. If

Bangladesh becomes Hindu-

free, it will become Afghanistan

2.0, and militants will spread to

neighbouring India and other

parts of the world, including the

West. This is everyone's prob-

lem," said Sitangshu Guha,

from the Bangladesh Hindu

Community.

Pankaj Mehta, another activist

and member of the Interfaith Hu-

man Rights Coalition, said it

was time to put aside politics

and for UN Human Rights Coun-

cil to officially recognise the

1971 Bangladesh genocide, the

largest genocide since World

War II. The 1971 genocide

claimed 2.8 million lives and

saw at least 200,000 predomi-

nantly Hindu women raped. Fol-

lowing the 1971 genocide the

Bangladesh's Hindu population

has dwindled from 20 per cent

in 1971 to just 8.9 per cent to-

day.

192 dead in Nepal floods, search ops
on for 30 missing people

The death toll from rain-triggered

floods and landslides across

Nepal climbed to 192 with 30

people missing on Sunday, offi-

cials said.Large swathes of east-

ern and central Nepal have been

inundated since Friday, with flash

floods reported in parts of the

country.

According to police, 192 people

have been killed so far due to

floods and landslides across

Nepal.According to Home Minis-

try officials, 30 people are miss-

ing in floods, landslides and

inundation.As many as 94 people

have sustained injuries in flood-

related incidents, Ministry of

Home Affairs spokesperson

Rishiram Pokharel said.Search

and rescue operations are under-

way with the mobilisation of all

the security agencies, he said,

adding that the Nepal Army has

airlifted 162 people from across

the country.

As many as 4,000

people affected by flood and in-

undation have been rescued by

the Nepal Army, Nepal Police and

Armed Police Force personnel,

Pokharel said.All necessary re-

lief materials, including food

grains, have been distributed to

those rescued, he said.

In the Balkhu area on the out-

skirts of Kathmandu, meals were

distributed to 400 people with the

help of social workers, the

spokesperson said.

National highways have been

Airline banner seen in US with 'stop
violence' against Bangladesh Hindus message

tiatives related to the Belt and

Road Initiative (BRI). Conversely,

India, which shares a border ex-

ceeding 4,000 km with

Bangladesh—the fifth-longest

land border globally—has crucial

economic interests linked to trade

and various investments made

over the years, alongside essen-

tial security concerns that neces-

sitate a supportive government.

For example, former Prime Min-

ister Sheikh Hasina collaborated

with India by extraditing numer-

ous leaders of insurgent groups

from Northeast India who had

sought refuge in Bangladesh and

implemented strict measures to

prevent the country from being

used for anti-India terrorist activi-

ties.

This cooperation dates

back to Bangladesh’s indepen-

dence when India aided Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman, Hasina’s father,

in establishing the nation. How-

ever, as Bangladesh increas-

ingly depends on Chinese loans

and investments to meet its eco-

nomic needs, Hasina has been

perceived as attempting to navi-

gate a delicate balance between

these two powers.

blocked since Saturday, with hun-

dreds of people stranded on vari-

ous highways due to

landslides.Efforts are underway

to clear national highways where

roads are obstructed due to flood,

landslide and inundation. Trans-

port has resumed at the Tribhuvan

Highway, the main land route

connecting Kathmandu to other

districts, Pokharel said.
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Elon Musk funded right-wing political group
years before endorsing Trump: Report

Elon Musk secretly funded a
conservative political group in
recent years, according to four
people familiar with his donations,
illustrating quiet financial support
for right-wing causes even before
the billionaire entrepreneur in July
endorsed former President Donald
Trump's bid for re-election.Two of
the people familiar with the
donations told Reuters that

Musk's contributions to the
organisation, Building America's
Future, had started by 2022.

One of those people and a
third source said the donations
amounted to millions of dollars,
significantly boosting a group
whose advertisements and social
media campaigns have criticised
the Biden administration and
progressive political platforms of

the sort that Musk himself has
increasingly denounced.Reuters
was unable to determine a
precise amount and timeline for
the contributions or identify
documentation linking the
organization's finances to Musk.
Earlier on Wednesday, The Wall
Street Journal reported that Musk
had financed other pro-
Republican groups.Musk didn't

respond to emails seeking
comment.A spokesperson for
Building America's Future didn't
respond, either.The magnate
behind ventures including
carmaker Tesla, space
contractor SpaceX and the social
media platform X, Musk for many
years was careful to avoid
suggestions that he favoured
either major US political party.
As recently as March, months
before he publicly backed Trump
and announced plans to finance
a political action committee to
work against Democrats, he
wrote on social media: "Just to
be super clear, I am not donating
money to either candidate for US
President."Donations to Building
America's Future, however,
would show he was already using
his vast resources to fund right-
wing causes. As a non-profit
501(c)(4) group, the organisation
isn't required by federal law to
disclose its financial backers.

Although such groups aren't
allowed to finance candidates'
political campaigns, they can
espouse political causes. As
such, they are commonly
referred to as "dark money"

groups – used by political
operatives, Democrats and
Republicans alike, to hide the
financial origins of influence
campaigns.In Musk's case, the
four people familiar with his
donations told Reuters, the
contributions to Building
America's Future remained
closely guarded. Three of the
people were briefed on the
donations by executives at or
linked to the organization and the
fourth was consulted on the
matter by a Musk aide.All spoke
with Reuters on the condition
that they not be identified by
name.

"STOP CACKLING
KAMALA"

Revenues at Building
America's Future, according to
government data, climbed from
some $11 million in 2021 to
about $53 million in 2022, the
year two of the people said
Musk had already started his
donations. The figures are the
most recent available from the
Internal Revenue Service,
which requires tax-exempt
organisations to disclose their
revenues.

US has robust military presence in Middle
East to defend Israel: White House

The United States said on
Sunday that it had a strong military
presence in the Middle East after
deploying reinforcements amid
Israel's widening of the war to
include hundreds of targets in

Lebanon.With Israel pressing on
with a bombing campaign against
Hezbollah and with its campaign
in Gaza, White House national
security spokesman John Kirby
characterized the US
deployment as "robust," without
providing details.

"There is already a
very robust military capability to
defend ourselves and to help
defend Israel," Kirby said on US
broadcaster ABC, adding that
more forces had been sent
since Iran launched hundreds
of missiles and drones against

Israel in April.In a statement,
the Pentagon on Sunday said
an aircraft carrier strike group
and a Marine expeditionary unit
have been ordered to keep
operat ing in the eastern
Mediterranean and that these
forces were backed by an
"elevated presence" of
warplanes.

The United States
"wi l l  further reinforce our
defensive air-support
capabil i t ies in the coming
days," Pentagon spokesman
Major General Pat Ryder said.

Hurricane Helene kills 90 in US, damages
homes, leaves millions without power

The Southeastern US began
a huge cleanup and recovery
effort on Sunday and the death
toll climbed towards 100 after
Hurricane Helene knocked out
power for millions, destroyed
roads and bridges and caused
dramatic flooding from Florida to
Virginia.The storm's winds, rain
and storm surge killed at least
90 people in North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Tennessee and Virginia,
according to a Reuters tally of
state and local officials.Officials
feared still more bodies would

be discovered. With cellphone
towers down across the region,
hundreds of people had yet to
make contact with loved ones
and were listed as unaccounted
for.Damage estimates ranged
from $15 billion to more than
$100 bil l ion, insurers and
forecasters said over the
weekend, as water systems,
communications and critical
transportation routes were
affected.Property damage and
lost economic output wil l
become clearer as officials
assess the destruction.

Controversial Islamic

preacher Zakir Naik met Paki-

stan Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif at Islamabad in Pakistan

on Monday.Naik, who is wanted

in India on charges of hate

speech and inciting communal

disharmony, arrived in Pakistan

on October 1 and will stay there

till October 28.Zakir Naik also

met other ministers on Tuesday,

including Pakistan's Minister of

Information and Broadcasting

Attaullah Tarar, and Minister for

Religious Affairs and Inter-faith

Harmony Salek Hussain.He is

scheduled to deliver public

speeches in Islamabad,

Karachi, and Lahore, and will

also lead and address Friday

prayer congregations, The Tri-

bune reported.

Naik has been living in

Malaysia since 2016, after the

National Investigation Agency

(NIA) lodged a case against

Controversial Islamic preacher Zakir Naik meets Pakistan Prime Minister
him under the Unlawful Activi-

ties (Prevention) Act and rel-

evant sections of the Indian

Penal Code.The NIa registered

a case against him after the

Dhaka terror attack of July

2016, where one of the attack-

ers admitted that he was influ-

enced by Naik's preaching

through his YouTube

channel.India has requested

his extradition, but Malaysia

has not complied so far.
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Tim Walz clears air on Tiananmen Square 'visit': I'm a knucklehead,
misspoke

Democratic vice presidential

nominee Tim Walz found himself

in a tough spot during a debate

with Donald Trump’s running

mate and Republican Senator JD

Vance after questions arose

about the timeline of a trip he took

to China in 1989.

The controversy, which

surfaced just ahead of the highly

anticipated vice presidential de-

bate, centers on whether Walz

made misleading claims about

his presence in Hong Kong dur-

ing the tumultuous period of the

Tiananmen Square massacre.

Republicans seized on the dis-

crepancy, with Walz’s opponents

accusing him of misrepresenting

his experience for political gain.

During the debate, the modera-

tor questioned Walz about re-

ports that suggested he had

falsely claimed to be in Hong

Kong during the 1989 pro-de-

mocracy demonstrations that

ended in a brutal crackdown by

the Chinese government.

In response, Walz admitted he

"misspoke" about the timeline

and pivoted to highlight his dedi-

cation to public service, both as

an educator and a soldier.

"I'm a knucklehead at times," he

said self-deprecatingly. "Many

times I'll talk a lot, get caught

up in the rhetoric.

"A former football

coach, Walz said, "As a young

teacher my first year out, I got

the opportunity in the summer

of 1989 to travel to China, thirty-

five years ago. I came back

home and then started a

programme to take young

people there. We would take

basketball teams, we would take

baseball teams, we would take

dancers, and we would go back

and forth to China. The issue for

that was to try and learn."Hitting

back at his opponents, he said,

"I would make the case that

Donald Trump should’ve come

on one of those trips with us. I

guarantee he wouldn’t be prais-

ing Xi [Jinping] about Covid."The

Minnesota Governor also de-

fended his motivations for travel-

ling to China, emphasising the

importance of cross-cultural

understanding.

The controversy sur-

rounding Walz’s trip is rooted

in comments he made during

a 2014 congressional hearing

commemorating the 25th anni-

versary of the Tiananmen

Square massacre.

Kamala Harris to visit areas in Georgia,
North Carolina hit by Hurricane Helene

Vice President Kamala

Harris will tour damage caused

by Hurricane Helene in Georgia

and North Carolina as the deadly

storm roils the political calendar

just over a month from Election

Day.

The Democratic nominee

plans to visit Georgia on

Wednesday and survey the

devastation in North Carolina in

the coming days, according to

aides who spoke on the

condition of anonymity to

discuss the travel plans.

 Harris' team has been

working to coordinate her plans

to avoid impacting local disaster

response efforts.

Harris had been scheduled

to join her running mate,

Minnesota Governor Tim Walz,

on a bus tour across

Pennsylvania on Wednesday,

the day after he faced off with

Ohio Senator JD Vance in

Tuesday night's vice

presidential debate.

Walz will instead be

joined by Pennsylvania

Senator John Fetterman.After

Georgia, Harris plans to

continue with scheduled

campaign visits to Wisconsin

and Michigan later this week,

with the North Carolina trip

coming sometime after that.

President Joe Biden

will visit North Carolina on

Wednesday, checking out the

worst damage in the Asheville

area by helicopter to avoid tying

up local resources.

Republican nominee

Donald Trump visited Georgia

on Monday, where he spread

falsehoods about the federal

response to the storm despite

claiming not to be politicising

the disaster.

Elon Musk slams California law banning local rules on voter ID
California Governor Gavin

Newsom has signed into law

legislation that prohibits local

governments in the state from

requiring voters to show identification

(ID) at polling places, including in

municipal elections.

 The law, SB 1174, directly

responds to a measure passed in

Huntington Beach, where over 50%

of residents voted in March to require

ID for voting in local

elections.However, the Huntington

Beach measure conflicts with state

law, prompting California Attorney

General Rob Bonta and Secretary of

State Shirley Weber to file a lawsuit

against the city to block the

enforcement of the voter ID

requirement.Bi l l ionaire tech

entrepreneur and Tesla CEO Elon

Musk reacted strongly to the new

law. On his social media platform X,

Musk crit icised the decision,

claiming that the new law would

encourage voter fraud.
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JD Vance's immigration rant fact-checked, he persists, gets mic muted

Republican vice presidential can-

didate JD Vance had his micro-

phone muted by moderators dur-

ing a debate with Democratic ri-

val Governor Tim Walz after dis-

puting a fact-check on his claims

about immigration. The moment

unfolded during a tense ex-

change about Haitian migrants

in Springfield, Ohio.The debate

heated up when Democratic vice-

presidential nominee Tim Walz

hit out at Vance, the Ohio Sena-

tor, for repeating a debunked

claim that Haitian immigrants in

Springfield were "eating people’s

pets."

Walz pointed out that the immi-

grants had arrived legally and that

Vance’s comments had led to

terroristic threats against the city

and its schools.Vance, however,

refused to recant and instead

broadened his argument."In

Springfield, Ohio, and in commu-

nities all across this country,

you’ve got schools that are over-

whelmed, you’ve got hospitals

that are overwhelmed, you’ve got

housing that is totally

unaffordable because we brought

in millions of illegal immigrants

to compete with Americans for

scarce homes," he said.CBS

News moderator Margaret

Brennan intervened with a fact

check: "And just to clarify for our

viewers, Springfield, Ohio, does

have a large number of Haitian

migrants who have legal status,

temporary protected.

"This prompted a rebuke

from Vance, who argued, "The

rules were that you guys weren’t

going to fact-check, and since

you’re fact-checking me, I think

it’s important to say what’s ac-

tually going on."As Vance con-

tinued to speak over the mod-

erators, discussing the asylum

system, they decided to mute

his microphone. "Gentlemen,

the audience can't hear you be-

cause your mics are cut,"

Brennan said. "We have so

much we want to get to."

The decision to mute Vance’s

mic angered Republicans, with

his running mate, former Presi-

dent Donald Trump, lashing out

on his Truth Social platform.

"Brennan cut off JD's mic to

stop him from correcting her!"

he posted.

Hurricane Helene kills 162 in US, over 1
million homes, businesses without

power

Search-and-rescue teams

who have already saved

hundreds of people scoured the

mountains of western North

Carolina for more survivors on

Tuesday, working amid washed-

out roads, smashed bridges and

felled power lines following

Hurricane Helene.The storm has

killed at least 162 people in North

Carolina, South Carolina,

Georgia, Florida, Tennessee and

Virginia, CNN reported, citing

state and local officials, and the

death toll is expected to rise

once rescue teams reach

isolated towns and

telecommunications are

restored.The death toll rose after

North Carolina's Buncombe

County reported 57 dead on

Tuesday, up from 40 a day

earlier. The mountainous area

including the county seat of

Asheville bore the brunt of the

storm, which US Homeland

Security Secretary Alejandro

Mayorkas said was of "historic

magnitude."Recovery wil l

involve a "multibillion-dollar

undertaking" lasting years,

Mayorkas told reporters at the

White House.

President Joe Biden vowed

to "jumpstart this recovery

process" after speaking with

governors and other leaders in

the impacted areas."People are

scared to death. People wonder

whether they're going to make

it. We still haven't heard from a

whole lot of people. This is

urgent," Biden said.

Hundreds of people have

been reported missing, a

number that is expected to

decl ine as more

telecommunications come back

on line and emergency workers

are able to get into remote

areas.The North Carol ina

National Guard has rescued

over 500 people, deploying

helicopters to ferry in supplies

and rescue workers, rescuing

survivors and pets along the

way, Major General Todd Hunt

told a separate press briefing.

Tim Walz, JD Vance set for vice presidential
debate face-off: Who are the moderators?

The highly anticipated vice

presidential debate between

Democratic nominee Governor

Tim Walz of Minnesota and Re-

publican nominee Senator JD

Vance of Ohio will take place,

broadcast live from the CBS

Broadcast Centre in New York

City. This pivotal event, moderated

by two seasoned journalists --

Margaret Brennan and Norah

O’Donnell -- will provide a critical

platform for the candidates to ar-

ticulate their visions and policies

ahead of the election which is set

for November 5.This will be the

last debate of the election cycle,

as no additional debates have

been scheduled after that.

WHO IS MARGARET

BRENNAN?

Margaret Brennan, 44,

started her career as a business

reporter. She’s from Connecticut

and graduated from the Univer-

sity of Virginia. Her first job was

at CNBC, where she worked as

a producer on a show hosted by

financial commentator Louis

Rukeyser. After that, she spent

six years covering global finan-

cial markets at Bloomberg News

before joining CBS's Washing-

ton bureau in 2012.

 Russian jet flies within feet of US fighter plane off Alaska coast
The US military shared a

video showing a Russian fighter

jet whizzing past its F-16 fighter

jet near Alaska during an inter-

cept last week. Sharing the

video, Air Force General Gre-

gory Guillot called the maneu-

ver by the Russian jet "unsafe"

and "unprofessional".North

American Aerospace Defence

Command, known as NORAD,

on Monday said it detected four

Russian military aircraft operat-

ing in the Alaska Air Defence

Identification Zone last week.An

official said that the American

jet was flying in a "safe and dis-

ciplined" routine to intercept the

Russian aircraft. NORAD said

that Russian activity "occurs

regularly and is not seen as a

threat." However, the movement

of one of the Russian jets was

called "unsafe" and

"unprofessional"."On Sept 23,

2024, NORAD aircraft flew a

safe and disciplined intercept

of Russian Military Aircraft in

the Alaska ADIZ. The conduct

of one Russian Su-35 was un-

safe, unprofessional, and en-

dangered all - not what you'd

see in a professional air

force," said Air Force Gen-

eral  Gregory Gui l lot  and

shared a video of the incident.
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Downtown Diner celebrates the commitment of
poultry, egg and dairy farmers to Canada’s food secu-

rityOTTAWA,   Today marked a

special celebration of Canada’s

poultry, dairy and egg farmers

with the unique Downtown Diner

pop-up on Sparks Street in Ot-

tawa . The event, which invited

Parliamentarians and the Ot-

tawa community to try dishes

and refreshments made with lo-

cal ingredients, showcased the

dedication of these farmers in

support ing Canada’s food

security.Farmers representing

Egg Farmers of Canada ,

Chicken Farmers of Canada ,

Turkey Farmers of Canada , Ca-

nadian Hatching Egg Producers

and Dairy Farmers of Canada

took part in the event and an-

swered questions about farming

and agriculture. Farmers also

took the occasion to discuss

government policies and legis-

lation that ensure Canada can

continue to prioritize a strong

national food system, such as

Bill C-282 (supply manage-

ment). The support was over-

whelming with over a thousand

attendees dropping by the pop-

up diner to meet farmers and

show their support for made-in-

Canada food.Through supply

management, poultry, egg and

dairy farmers work together to en-

sure a stable and predictable

supply of local poultry, egg and

dairy products, all while deliver-

ing essential benefits to Ca-

nadians. Supply management

supports thriving rural econo-

mies and local infrastructure

and ensures that young people

can see a future in farming. Not

only does supply management

allow Canada to produce

enough food to feed Canadians

year-round, it also delivers on

Canadians’ values and priori-

ties by offering high-quality

food that is locally produced. A

direct benefit of supply man-

agement is that there are farm-

ers and farm families across

the country who ensure Cana-

dians have reliable access to

poultry, egg and dairy

products.The Downtown Diner

is just one way Canada’s poul-

try, egg and dairy farmers are

helping Canadians learn about

where their food comes from

and the tools they use to sup-

port the food security of our

country. Visit eggfarmers.ca ,

chickenfarmers.ca ,

turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca ,

chep-poic.ca and

dairyfarmersofcanada.ca to

learn more about Canada’s

poultry, egg and dairy sectors

and how they are prioritizing our

national food system.

About Egg Farmers of

CanadaNow in its sixth decade

as one of Canada’s leading ag-

riculture organizations, Egg

Farmers of Canada manages

the national egg supply and

promotes egg consumption

while representing the inter-

ests of over 1,200 regulated

egg farmers and egg farm

families from coast to coast.

Visit eggfarmers.ca for more

information.

Middle East crisis: Indian companies
linked to Israel you should know about

The ongoing conflict in the

Middle East has had a

significant impact on the global

economy, including India's

stock market.As Iran launched

its largest missile attack on

Israel, investors in India felt the

tremors, with the Sensex falling

by over 1,700 points on

Thursday.The decline has left

many wondering how this

conf l ic t ,  taking place

thousands of miles away, could

affect  Indian companies,

especially those with ties to

Israel.There are at least 14

listed Indian companies that

have a presence or business

connections in Israel. For some

of these companies, the impact

could be limited, while others

may face more signif icant

challenges.

One of the most

prominent Indan companies

linked to Israel is Adani Ports.

The company owns a significant

stake in the Haifa Port, one of

Israel’s busiest ports.Amid the

escalating conflict, Adani Ports’

shares fell by as much as 2.5%,

reaching a day’s low of Rs

1,429.35 on the Bombay Stock

Exchange (BSE). The company’s

investments in Israel have

drawn attention as the

situation in the region unfolds.

P h a r m a c e u t i c a l

giants

Sun Pharmaceutical, India’s

largest drugmaker, has a

strong presence in Israel

through its majority stake in

Taro Pharmaceutical.

While the stock traded

flat on the day, analysts and

investors are keeping a close

eye on how the conflict might

impact operations.

Other pharmaceutical

giants, such as Dr. Reddy’s

and Lupin, are also under

scrut iny due to their

connections to Tel Aviv-based

Teva Pharmaceutical, a key

player in the global generic

drugs market.

Technology and financial

services

Several Indian IT companies,

including Tata Consultancy

Services (TCS), Wipro, Tech

Mahindra, and Infosys, have a

presence in Israel.

These companies are

crucial for providing tech

services and support to various

industries in Israel. While the

immediate impact on their

operations may be minimal, the

uncertainty in the region has left

investors vigilant.
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Biden-Harris Administration Finalizes
Rule to Lower Costs for Small Businesses

After Interest Rate Cuts Generate Automatic Savings for Hundreds of Thousands of SBA
Borrowers, 504 Program Changes Will Lower Costs Further for More Small Businesses

WASHINGTON – Today,  Administra-

tor Isabel Casillas Guzman, head of the

U.S. Small Business Administration

(SBA) and the voice in President Biden’s

Cabinet for America’s more than 34 mil-

lion small businesses, announced a

new rule that will make it easier for small

business owners to refinance debt us-

ing the SBA 504 Loan Program, empow-

ering them to reduce their debt pay-

ments and/or access more affordable

capital for expansion or growth. This will

lower costs for many small businesses

that are supported by the 504 Loan Pro-

gram, which provides long-term, fixed

rate financing for real estate and equip-

ment with SBA-backed capital.

This action comes on the heels of

the Federal Reserve’s September Rate

Cut, which is already lowering borrow-

ing costs for small businesses. In the

SBA’s 7(a) Loan Program, the agency’s

other flagship capital access program,

an estimated 200,000 borrowers will see

their monthly payment on their variable-

rate loan automatically drop by 0.5%,

starting this month. Those reduced

monthly payments will translate into

approximately $360,000,000 in yearly

savings for 7(a) borrowers. As President

Biden said earlier this month, “This is a

moment […] for business to feel greater

confidence to

invest, hire, and

to expand.  It’s

a moment for in-

dividuals to feel

greater confi-

dence buying a home, a new car, start-

ing a family, starting a new business.”

“The Biden-Harris Administration is

laser-focused on lowering costs for the

American people, including the incred-

ible small business owners who make

this country run,” said SBA Administra-

tor Guzman. “Coupled with the recent

Federal Reserve interest rate cut, which

is already benefitting small businesses

and SBA borrowers, SBA’s new rule will

help business owners lower costs by

streamlining access to debt refinancing

so they can reduce payments and ac-

cess more affordable capital. Small

businesses are the engines of our

economy, and the Biden-Harris Admin-

istration is delivering remarkable

progress to

improve their

bottom lines

and help them

continue to

f u e l

America’s historic economic recovery

and Small Business Boom.”

“As we continue to break barriers for

small businesses, these changes to the

SBA 504 Loan Program will help small

businesses access affordable capital to

grow,” said Regional Administrator

Marlene Cintron. By streamlining debt

refinancing, more entrepreneurs, espe-

cially in underserved communities, can

expand their operations and invest in

their future.”

The 504 debt refinance direct final

rule is officially released today and be-

comes effective on November 14, 2024.

504 Updates Resulting from the Di-

rect Final Rule:

With this direct final rule, the SBA

has amended regulations governing the

504 Loan Program for debt refinancing

with expansion (for small business own-

ers seeking to refinance their existing

loans while also using loan proceeds

to expand their business) and debt refi-

nancing without expansion (for small

business owners seeking to refinance

their existing loans).  These changes

will streamline the loan application pro-

cess and expand eligibility criteria for

small businesses borrowers. With few

exceptions, most types of small busi-

nesses are eligible to access SBA's

504 Loan Program and may benefit from

these recent program changes.

ndo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Houston
Celebrated 25 Years of Excellence at Silver Jubilee Gala

By our staff reporter-(Houston,

TX )  The Indo-American Chamber

of Commerce of Greater Houston

(IACCGH) celebrated a significant

milestone on Saturday, honoring 25

years of fostering business growth,

enhancing trade with India, and cre-

ating local jobs at its Silver Jubilee

Gala held at the Hilton Americas.

Organizers claimed in a press

release shared with this reporter

that over 700 business leaders,

elected officials, and distinguished

guests gathered to commemorate

the Chamber's impactful legacy

within the Indo-American busi-

ness community.

 Jagdip Ahluwalia, Executive

Director of IACCGH, opened the

event with heartfelt remarks, fol-

lowed by a welcome address

from Rajiv Bhavsar, President of

IACCGH who highl ighted the

Chamber's initiatives supporting

small businesses and trade re-

lat ionships. This anniversary

marks resilience and adaptability,

emphasizing the importance of

unity in achieving meaningful

progress, he said.

US has robust military
 presence in Middle East to
defend Israel: White House

The United States said on Sunday that it had a strong
military presence in the Middle East after deploying
reinforcements amid Israel's widening of the war to
include hundreds of targets in Lebanon. With Israel
pressing on with a bombing campaign against
Hezbollah and with its campaign in Gaza, White House
national security spokesman John Kirby characterized
the US deployment as "robust," without providing
details."There is already a very robust military
capability to defend ourselves and to help defend
Israel," Kirby said on US broadcaster ABC, adding
that more forces had been sent since Iran launched
hundreds of missiles and drones against Israel in
April.In a statement, the Pentagon on Sunday said
an aircraft carrier strike group and a Marine
expeditionary unit have been ordered to keep operating
in the eastern Mediterranean and that these forces
were backed by an "elevated presence" of warplanes.
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How listening to loud music can lead
to hearing disorders in young people

The widespread use of ear-

phones and headphones, espe-

cially among younger genera-

tions, is becoming a serious pub-

lic health concern. With many

young individuals frequently ex-

posed to loud music for extended

periods, the risk of developing

noise-induced hearing disorders

is on the rise.What was once

considered an issue for older

populations has now begun af-

fecting people in their teens and

twenties, with long-term conse-

quences that are often

irreversible.Noise-induced hear-

ing loss (NIHL) occurs when the

hair cells within the cochlea, a

structure in the inner ear, are

damaged by excessive sound.

According to the World Health

Organisation (WHO), 1.1 billion

teenagers and young adults

worldwide are at risk of hearing

loss due to unsafe listening prac-

tices. This includes exposure to

loud music through earphones,

especially when used for pro-

longed periods at high

volumes."Short-term issues

caused by using earphones in-

clude excessive earwax build-up

that can extend deep into the ear

canal, leading to infections and

earaches. The tight fit of ear-

phones may also cause discom-

fort, pain, and itching. In more

acute cases, loud music can re-

sult in a Temporary Threshold

Shift, causing temporary hearing

loss," said Dr Amit Kumar

Sharma, HOD & Senior Consult-

ant, ENT, Cochlear Implant &

Voice Disorders, SHALBY Sanar

International Hospitals,

Gurugram.One of the most sig-

nificant contributors to NIHL in

younger populations is the vol-

ume at which music is played.

Studies have shown that

many young people listen to

music at volumes exceeding 85

decibels (dB), the threshold at

which damage to hearing can

occur. Regular exposure to sound

levels above 85 dB can lead to

permanent hearing

damage.Alarmingly, some ear-

phones can produce sounds as

loud as 100 to 110 dB, levels that

can cause hearing damage in

just a few minutes of exposure.

Dr Sharma said that the long-

term use of earphones, espe-

cially at high volumes, can result

in permanent hearing

impairment."Patients may also

experience tinnitus, a constant

ringing or buzzing in the ears, and

hyperacusis, an increased sen-

sitivity to everyday sounds.

Over 15,436 live organ donations in
2023, women donors surpass men

There were 16,542 organ do-

nations in 2023, with more

women being live donors. A live

organ donor is when a living per-

son donates an organ or part of

an organ to another person for

transplantation. The most com-

mon living organ donations are

kidneys, but a part of the liver can

also be donated.According to

data from the Ministry of Health

and Family Welfare, 9,784

women donated organs last year,

compared to 5,651 men. A single

transgender individual also con-

tributed.

Overall, there were

15,436 liver donors in 2023.In to-

tal, organ transplants, both from

living and deceased donors,

reached a record high of

18,378.The statistics revealed a

higher number of deceased male

donors, with 844 men donating

organs, compared to 255 women.

Overall, from January to Decem-

ber, there were 13,426 kidney

transplants, followed by 4,491

liver transplants and 221 heart

transplants.Telangana led the

country in organ donations with

252 cadaver (deceased) donors,

followed by Tamil Nadu and

Karnataka with 178 each.

In kidney transplants, Delhi

topped the list with 2,576 cases,

while Tamil Nadu and

Maharashtra reported 1,633 and

1,305 cases, respectively.Tamil

Nadu also recorded the highest

number of heart transplants, with

70 cases last year.

Banning tobacco sales can prevent 1.2
million lung cancer deaths: Lancet study

Smoking rates are projected to drop to 21% in men and 4% in women by 2050, according to the new Lancet study.

A recent global study suggests

that cutting smoking rates to just

5% by 2050 could increase life

expectancy by a year for men and

0.2 years for women.Smoking

rates are projected to drop to 21%

in men and 4% in women by that

time. Researchers also predict

that accelerating efforts to end

smoking could prevent 876 million

years of lives lost.The study, pub-

lished in The Lancet Public Health,

highlighted that if smoking is elimi-

nated in people born between 2006

and 2010, over 1.2 million lung can-

cer deaths could be prevented in

185 countries by 2095."We must

not lose momentum in efforts to

reduce, and ultimately eliminate

smoking around the world. Our

findings highlight that millions of

premature deaths could be avoided

by bringing an end to smoking,"

said senior author, Stein Emil

Vollset, of the Institute for Health

Metrics and Evaluation (IHME),

University of Washington, US,

which coordinates the GBD

study.While no country has fully

adopted a tobacco-free generation

policy, which would ban tobacco

sales to anyone born after a

certain year, the idea could have

a signif icant impact.New

Zealand had passed a law in

2022 to ban tobacco sales to

people born after 2009 but re-

pealed it earlier this year.Lead

author Stein Emil Vollset from

the Institute for Health Metrics

and Evaluation (IHME)

emphasised that sustained glo-

bal efforts to reduce smoking are

crucial to preventing millions of

premature deaths.As per the

study, smoking has accounted

for more than 175 million deaths

globally over the past three

decades.Even with progress in

reducing smoking rates in many

countries, smoking continues to

be a major contributor to pre-

ventable illness and death. "Al-

though global smoking preva-

lence will continue to decrease

in the reference scenario, substan-

tial burden will still accumulate in

the future due to smoking. Smok-

ing elimination, even by 2050,

would result in gains in life expect-

ancy at birth at a rate not possible

by many other interventions," the

authors wrote.
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IIFA and Sobha Group Introduces A Collective Transformative Initiative Aimed At
Making A Significant Impact On Key Global Issues – 'I Can Make A Difference'

‘Small Steps, Big Impact: Empowering Change Through Collective Action’

Partners with The Leading Luxury Real Estate Developer Sobha Group As Its Official ‘Cause
Partner’ To Inspire And Empower The Next Generation Of Women: “When You Lay A Strong

Foundation, You’re Not Just Building For Today—You’re Shaping Tomorrow”.

The International Indian

Film Academy (IIFA) Awards,

the world’s grandest celebra-

tion of Indian cinema, proudly

introduces its transformative

initiative, 'I Can Make A Differ-

ence: Small Steps, Big Impact

– Empower ing Change

Through Collective Action'.

This initiative reflects the core

values of IIFA, underscoring

that 'I' represents both the

academy and the individual’s

ability to make a difference.

By harnessing the powerful

platform of cinema as a force

for advocacy, IIFA integrates

the 'I Can Make A Difference'

initiative into its foundational

mission, aiming to catalyze

positive change, raise aware-

ness, and mobilize resources

for social causes that extend

beyond the elite or those in

power.

At  the 24th ed i t ion of

Sobha Realty IIFA Weekend

2024,  I IFA unvei led th is

ground-breaking init iat ive,

partnering with Sobha Group

as its official Cause Partner.

Commenting on the part-

nership, PNC Menon, Founder

and Chairman of Sobha Group

said “At Sobha Group, our

commitment to giving back is

deeply rooted in the belief that

true success lies in uplifting

others. Our partnership with

IIFA is about more than empow-

ering women—it’s about cre-

ating lasting, transformative

change. Sobha Group’s vision

goes beyond building homes;

we’re building opportunities for

women and girls to thrive, lead,

and shape a better future for

all.”

United by a shared vision of

compassion,  just ice,  and

sustainability, IIFA and Sobha

Group embark on this journey

of collective action, committed

to empowering women and fos-

tering transformative progress.

At the heart of this mission

lies Sobha Group’s dedication

to investing in the education

and development of young

women and girls, paving the way

for a brighter future. Andre

Timmins, Founder/Director of

IIFA, expressed his excitement

about the partnership, stating,

"We are proud to champion

meaningful change, where 'I' sym-

bolizes not just IIFA but also 'I

Can Make A Difference'—‘Small

Steps, Big Impact: Empowering

Change Through Collective Ac-

tion.’

IIFA AWARDS ANNOUNCES IT’S HIGHLY ANTICIPATED
2024 WINNERS IN THE POPULAR CATEGORY

SOBHA Realty IIFA WEEKEND Co-Presented by NEXA Co-Powered By Maisour
& Siggnature Finest Cardamom Seeds Presents

NEXA IIFA AWARDS Co-Presented By SOBHA Realty Co-Powered by Maisour
& Siggnature Finest Cardamom Seeds

By our staff reporter (Mumbai, India):

Celebrating the grandeur of Indian cin-

ema, IIFA Festival is being held under

the esteemed patronage of His Excel-

lency Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al

Nahyan, UAE Minister of Tolerance &

Coexistence, in partnership with the

Department of Culture and Tourism –

Abu Dhabi and Miral announced the

full list of IIFA 2024 Popular Category

Winners. Renowned for its unparal-

leled international reach and immense

global appeal, the highly anticipated

24th edition of IIFA is poised to bring

together the most brilliant stars, vi-

sionary filmmakers, and industry lead-

ers from India and across the world to

celebrate the magic of Indian cinema.

Here’s The Complete List Of IIFA 2024

Winners In The Popular Category:

Best  P ic ture :  Bhushan Kumar,

Krishan Kumar, Pranay Reddy Vanga-

Animal

Direction :  Vidhu Vinod Chopra-12th

Fail

Performance In A Leading Role (Fe-

male) : Rani Mukerji- Mrs. Chatterjee

vs Norway

Performance In A Leading Role

(Male) : Shah Rukh Khan-Jawan

Performance In A Supporting Role

(Female)   : Shabana Azmi - Rocky

Aur Rani Kii Prem Kahaani

Performance In A Supporting Role

(Male): Anil Kapoor-Animal

Performance In A Negative Role  :

Bobby Deol-Animal

Music Direction  : Pritam, Vishal

Mishra, Manan Bhardwaj, Shreyas

Puranik, Jaani, Bhupinder Babbal,

Ashim Kemson, Harshavardhan

Rameshwar-Animal

Playback Singer (Male) : Bhupinder

Babbal- Arjan Vailly-Animal

Playback Singer (Female)  :  Shilpa Rao-

Chaleya-Jawan

Stay tuned for electrifying updates as

Indian cinema's greatest celebration em-

barks on a remarkable journey toward

its Silver Jubilee in 2025. The upcoming

24th landmark edition of the International

Indian Film Academy (IIFA) Awards

promises to deliver the most breath-tak-

ing festival yet, honouring Indian cinema

with an unmatched grandeur never wit-

nessed before.



25Friday 04 Oct to 10 Oct 2024 ENTERTAINMENT

SRK, Rani Mukerji crowned Best Actors, Animal takes Best Film

Sunny Deol gives a peek into his
full of fun work schedule

Mumbai,  Actor Sunny Deol

took to his social media handle

and shared a series of pictures

from his fun-filled Sunday work

schedule.Taking to his photo-

sharing platform, Sunny, who has

3.9 million followers on Instagram,

shared pictures in which the ac-

tor is seen enjoying his Sunday

while having a delicious lunch with

some work.

The ‘Gadar: Ek Prem Katha’

star wrote the caption, “Who says

work can’t be fun!”In the pictures,

the ‘Lakeer’ actor is seen shout-

ing after seeing lunch on the table.

In the photo, Sunny is seen in a

beanie with a pair of grey jacket

and ripped blue jeans.In other pic-

tures, Sunny is seen working on

his iPad while raising his hands

upside down with a gentle smile.

In other pictures, Sunny is seen

laughing joyously while doing his

work and later, again he raises

his hands while smiling to the

other side.

On the work front, Sunny

Deol was last seen in 2023’s big-

gest blockbuster ‘Gadar 2’

helmed by ‘Apne’ fame director

Anil Sharma.Ameesha Patel,

Utkarsh Sharma, Gaurav

Chopra, Manish Wadhwa,

Manoj Bakshi, Aarya Sharma,

Simrat Kaur, Luv Sinha, Bhakti

Rathod and Rohit Chaudhary

played crucial roles.Despite re-

ceiving mixed reviews from the

critics the film created mayhem

at the box office and became the

fifth highest-grossing Indian film

of 2023, the ninth highest-gross-

ing Hindi film of all-time, and the

fourth highest-grossing Hindi film

in India.

Meanwhile, Sunny Deol is cur-

rently gearing up for his next film

‘Border 2’ which is a sequel to

his 1997 film ‘Border’, helmed by

‘Paltan’ fame director JP Dutta.

As for now, actors Varun Dhawan

and Diljit Dosanjh have been roped

in for the highly anticipated

sequel.The ‘Salaakhein’ fame ac-

tor will also become part of ‘Lahore

1947’ alongside actress Preity

Zinta.

The film has been

bankrolled by Aamir Khan under

the banner of Aamir Khan Produc-

tion, which will be helmed by di-

rector Rajkumar Santoshi.

Hrithik Roshan, Kiara Advani's
chemistry garners attention

Actors Hrithik Roshan and

Kiara Advani are currently filming

in Italy a romantic sequence for

their upcoming movie War 2.

Fans were thrilled when a series

of pictures and videos from the

set went viral on social media,

offering a sneak peek at their

look.In the viral pictures posted

by Hrithik's fan page, Hrithik

and Kiara can be seen shooting

a romantic sequence for the

song in the streets of Italy.

Hrithik wore a white T-

shirt teamed up with a grey

shirt and denim, while Kiara

looked stunning in a checked

pink dress.

The International Indian Film Academy (IIFA)

honoured the best of Hindi cinema on Saturday,

September 28, in Abu Dhabi. Shah Rukh Khan,

Rani Mukerji,

Vidhu Vinod

Chopra, Anil

Kapoor, Bobby

Deol, and

Shabana Azmi,

among others,

won big at the

star-studded

e v e n t . S h a h

Rukh Khan

was presented with the Best Actor award for

Atlee's 2023 film Jawan. Mani Ratnam and A.R.

Rahman presented the award to him. As he

walked up on stage, Shah Rukh touched the

film director's feet and hugged Rahman. In his

acceptance speech, the actor thanked the other

nominees: Ranveer Singh, Ranbir Kapoor,

Vikrant Massey, Vicky Kaushal, and Sunny Deol.

"I think all of them were great, but I got an edge

because people were happy that I worked after so

long," he said. In his witty style, Shah Rukh also

thanked his wife, Gauri Khan, for

spending so much on her husband.

Gauri was the producer of

Jawan.Rani received a warm wel-

come from the audience as she en-

tered the stage to receive the Best

Actress award for her film Mrs.

Chatterjee vs Norway. She thanked

them for being a "warm and won-

derful" audience. Film director

Sandeep Reddy Vanga grabbed

the Best Film trophy for his film Animal, which

was headlined by Ranbir Kapoor. Anil Kapoor won

the award for Best Actor in a Supporting Role for

the same film.The second day of the three-day

festivities of IIFA also witnessed beautiful perfor-

mances by actors like Rekha, Kriti Sanon, and

Shahid Kapoor.  The event will conclude on Sep-

tember 29 with IIFA Rocks.
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Kajol advises to challenge norms
in her new Instagram post

Bollywood actress Kajol, who will be
soon seen in the upcoming film’ Do
Patti’ is sharing her opinion on
breaking the rulebook.
On Wednesday, the actress took to
her Instagram, and shared several
pictures of herself wearing an
inverted suit with the button closure
of the blazer at her back.
She wrote in the caption, “If u don’t
like the rules .. break the damn book
!#suitup #idontfollowtherules
#rulebreaker #mirrormirroronthewall
#wearit back wards”.
Earlier, the actress took to her social
media account and shared a funny
take on Mumbai’s torrential rains.
Kajol, who enjoys a following of 17.3
million on Instagram, shared a short

glimpse from her film, ‘Kuch
Kuch Hota Hai’, helmed by
Karan Johar.
She wrote a caption, “Me
running to get some bhajiyas
and chai to enjoy the
#mumbairains (with the emoji of
two umbrellas)”.
In the clip, Kajol posted a scene
in which she runs in the forest
in heavy rain, while taking a
satirical dig on Mumbai’s
weather. Mumbai faced heavy
rainfall which seems to continue
for more than a week.
The actress also shared a
glimpse of the heavy rainfall
from her home. In the video,
Kajol captured the rain falling

like a waterfall from upside down
with a flash of lightning.
She captioned the video,
“#waterfallin.. Loving this rain
(with stars in eyes emoji)”.
Meanwhile, on the work front,
the actress will be next seen
in ‘Do Patti’ in which she will
share the screen with Krit i
Sanon.
The film is written by Kanika
Dhillon, the writer behind the
‘Haseen Dillruba’ franchise.
She is also producing the film
alongside Kri t i  Sanon. ‘Do
Patti’ marks Kriti’s debut as a
producer under the banner of
Blue Butterfly Films.

Govinda bullet incident: Actor shifted to
general ward from ICU, recuperating well

 Bollywood actor Govinda, who earlier suffered
a bullet injury to his leg, has been shifted to
the general ward from the ICU and
is said to be making a speedy
recovery.

His manager Shashi Sinha
shared that the police have taken
the statement of  the actor ’s
daughter Tina. However, the actor’s
statement is yet to be taken. The
cops wi l l  record the actor ’s
statement once he feels better. Last
evening, the Mumbai Pol ice
reached the hospital and spoke to
Govinda about the incident.
However, an official statement from him is yet
to be taken. The actor misfired his licensed gun
whi le he was cleaning the closet,  and

accidentally shot himself in the foot. A part of the
gun’s lock was said to be broken which led to the

misfiring. His manager also
shared that the actor will most
likely be discharged from the
hospital on Thursday. Earlier on
Wednesday, Bollywood actress
Raveena Tandon paid a visit to
Govinda at a hospital in the Juhu
area of Mumbai. Raveena didn’t
speak to the media,  and
straightaway walked inside the
hospital building. The actor’s wife
Sunita Ahuja had also given an
update earlier on his health. The

actor’s wife spoke to the media outside the
hospital and said that Govinda is recuperating
well.

Jonita Gandhi shares her
take on minimalism in art
Playback singer Jonita Gandhi, who has teamed

up with singer Akshath Acharya for the reprised

version of the viral hit song ‘Nadaaniyan’, has

shared her opinion on the use of

minimalism in art. Jonita feels that

sometimes a piece of art can

convey many things by keeping it

simple.

She told VOICE,

“Sometimes less is more and I

think the expression of the song

really talks a lot, in spite of a

simple structure, we think the

essence is captured and really

works as the listeners are able to

make this song their own”. When asked what

the song meant to her as an artiste, Jonita, who

has worked across several languages of India,

told VOICE, “I think ‘Nadaaniyan’ is known for

its simplicity and relatability – the song feels

like an emotion. So when Akshath and I sat to

work on a special duet version, we kept that in

mind. It was important to give the audience a

fresh take without taking away what we all already

know and love about the song”. She further

mentioned, “We had a really

seamless time working on this

female perspective for the song

and I’m happy to see that people

are connecting so well with it”.

Akshath Acharya had earlier

reflected on the new version. He

earlier said, “Jonita’s voice has

added an entirely new dimension

to ‘Nadaaniyan’. The response

we’ve received has far exceeded

our expectations. Introducing a

female perspective not only enhances the song

but also brings a touch of magic to it. This

collaboration has transformed ‘Nadaaniyan’ into

something truly special, allowing us to connect

with our listeners on a much deeper level”.

‘Nadaaniyan’ is available to stream on Akshath

Acharya’s official YouTube channel.

Archana Puran Singh says Sunil
Grover ‘sleeps like Batman’

Actress Archana Puran

Singh revealed that star

stand up comic and actor

Suni l  Grover sleeps l ike

“Batman”.

Archana took to Instagram,

where she shared a video of

hersel f  a long wi th Kapi l

Sharma, Krushna Abhishek

and Rajiv Thakur in a flight.

In the video, she is seen

talking to her cast members

about what all they would be

doing in Amritsar.

From having puris, lassi to

buying mojaries, the cast

members are seen

discussing their activities.

Krushna then says that they

will first go to sleep as all of

them are tired. The camera

then pans to Sunil, who is

seen s leeping next  to

Archana. Sunil looks hilarious

with a face mask and an eye

mask covering his entire face.

For  the capt ion,  Archana

wrote:  “Mer i  team mujhe

maaregi ab. Itne saare videos

daale hain unke sone ke. Sorry

Sunil ,  but you’re too cute

when you sleep like Batman.”

ENTERTAINMENT
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Wamiqa Gabbi says ‘someone broke into’ her room
  Actress Wamiqa Gabbi had

an unexpected guest who broke

into her room and would not leave.

The actress, who is fondly called

as “Premiqa” by her fans, took to

her Instagram stories, where she

shared a video of the intruder – a

pigeon. The hilarious video had a

pigeon sitting on her bed next to

the pillow.Wamiqa zooms into the

pigeon and is heard saying “hi”

to it.She captioned the clip:

“Someone broke into my room

and is not leaving now.” Along with

pigeon emojis.The 30-year-old

actress, who hails from

Chandigarh, made her screen

debut with a minor role in the 2007

Hindi film “Jab We Met” starring

Kareena Kapoor Khan and

Shahid Kapoor.She has worked

in Punjabi films such as “Tu Mera

22 Main Tera 22,” “Ishq Brandy,”

“Godha,” “Parahuna,” “Nikka

Zaildar 3”.

 She was then seen in

series such as “Modern Love:

Mumbai,” “Jubilee,” and film

“Khufiya”, which was based on

Amar Bhushan’s espionage novel

“Escape to Nowhere”. The film

also had Tabu and Ali Fazal.

Wamiqa will next be seen in

Jayam Ravi’s Tamil magical real-

ism fantasy film “Genie” directed

by debutant Arjunan Jr.

It also stars Krithi

Shetty and Kalyani

Priyadarshan. The film has mu-

sic composed by A. R.

Rahman.She will also be seen

making her Hindi big screen de-

but with “Baby John” starring

Varun Dhawan. The action thriller

film is directed by Kalees and

produced by Atlee.It is a remake

of Atlee’s 2016 Tamil film “Theri”

and also stars Keerthy Suresh.

The film reportedly fol-

lows the story of a former police

officer named Baby John, who

fakes his death and goes into

hiding as a baker to bring up his

daughter in a safe environment,

but trouble ensues when their life

gets threatened by Baby John’s

past enemies.

Kajol advises to challenge
norms in her new Instagram post

) Bollywood actress Kajol,

who will be soon seen in the up-

coming film’ Do Patti’ is sharing

her opinion on breaking the

rulebook.On Wednesday, the

actress took to her Instagram,

and shared several pictures of her-

self wearing an inverted suit with

the button closure of the blazer

at her back.She wrote in the cap-

tion, “If u don’t like the rules ..

break the damn book !#suitup

#idont followtherules #rulebreaker

#mirror mirroron the wall

#wearitbackwards”.

Earlier, the actress took

to her social media account and

shared a funny take on Mumbai’s

torrential rains. Kajol, who enjoys

a following of 17.3 million on

Instagram, shared a short

glimpse from her film, ‘Kuch

Kuch Hota Hai’, helmed by Karan

Johar.She wrote a caption, “Me

running to get some bhajiyas

and chai to enjoy the

#mumbairains (with the emoji of

two umbrellas)”.In the clip, Kajol

posted a scene in which she

runs in the forest in heavy rain,

while taking a satirical dig on

Mumbai’s weather. Mumbai

faced heavy rainfall which seems

to continue for more than a

week.The actress also shared a

glimpse of the heavy rainfall from

her home. In the video, Kajol

captured the rain falling like a

waterfall from upside down with

a flash of lightning.She cap-

tioned the video, “#waterfallin..

Loving this rain (with stars in

eyes emoji)”.Meanwhile, on the

work front, the actress will be

next seen in ‘Do Patti’ in which

she will share the screen with

Kriti Sanon.

The film is written by

Kanika Dhillon, the writer behind

the ‘Haseen Dillruba’ franchise.

She is also producing the film

alongside Kriti Sanon.

‘Do Patti’ marks Kriti’s

debut as a producer under the

banner of Blue Butterfly Films.

Jonita Gandhi shares her
take on minimalism in art

 Playback singer Jonita

Gandh i ,

who has

t e a m e d

up with

s i n g e r

Akshath

Acharya

for the re-

prised ver-

sion of the

viral hit song ‘Nadaaniyan’, has

shared her opinion on the use of

minimalism in art.Jonita feels

that sometimes a piece of art

can convey many things by

keeping it simple. S h e

told VOICE, “Sometimes less is

more and I think the expression

of the song really talks a lot, in

spite of a

simple struc-

ture, we think

the essence

is captured

and really

works as the

listeners are

able to make

this song their

own”. When asked what the

song meant to her as an artiste,

Jonita, who has worked across

several languages of India, told

VOICE, “I think ‘Nadaaniyan’ is

known for its simplicity and

relatability – the song feels like

an emotion.

Hina Khan birthday exclusive: Extend your blessings to me
Actress Hina Khan, who is

currently undergoing treatment for

breast cancer, turned 37 on

Wednesday. She said that her

survival journey is still on and

urged everyone to pray for her.On

Tuesday Hina Khan walked the

ramp at the Namo Bharat event

to celebrate “Seva Sahas

Sanskriti” (Service, Courage and

Heritage) . The fashion show

curated by ace designer Manish

Malhotra saw many

Bollywood celebrities,

cancer and 26/11 survivors

participating in it. Hina was

one of the showstoppers

in the fashion show and

expressed her happiness

and excitement about the

same.Hina exclusively

told VOICE: “When Manish

called me for this event, I said

Manish

I am

not a

survi-

vor. I

a m

s t i l l

b a t -

tling it.

But Manish said “Hina you are

doing it so beautifully, your jour-

ney is so inspiring. We would love

to have you. But at the same time

it’s also important for people to

know about your journey which

is why I am part of this Namo

Bharat initiative and this beauti-

ful programme organised by the

team.”She added: “It really felt

nice to meet everyone here. My

survival journey is still on and I

am fighting it really hard and I

know I have people’s blessings

with me.

I met all the survivors

here at the event and I received

so much courage from them. I

am here to celebrate the spirit

of Bharat and we all should sa-

lute and be there for one another.

Nothing is impossible in this

world.



28Friday 04 Oct to 10 Oct 2024 SPECIAL REPORT

Why the India-Israel Relationship Is Facing Trouble
As conflict rages in West

Asia, India finds itself grappling

with a complex diplomatic

challenge. Israel's ongoing war in

Gaza, its clashes with

Hezbollah, and heightened

tensions with Iran have created

a rift in international relations,

forcing India to navigate a

precarious path between its

historical allies in the Arab world

and its close partnership with

IsraelFor decades, Israel has

stood as one of India's most

reliable security partners,

providing support in multiple

conflicts and cooperating on

defense and counter-terrorism.

However, as the conflict

escalates and Israel's

international standing wanes, the

question arises: Has the

changing geopolitical landscape

altered the perception of India-

Israel ties?

A Shifting Stance

Historically, India maintained

a cautious approach toward

Israel, influenced by its position

in the Non-Aligned Movement

and the need to cultivate

relations with Arab nations. Even

after recognizing Israel in 1950,

full diplomatic ties were only

established in 1992. Leaders like

Jawaharlal Nehru and Mahatma

Gandhi viewed the Palestinian

struggle as part of the broader

anti-colonial fight, making

support for Arab nations a

priority.However, the relationship

began to thaw in the 1980s under

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi,

culminating in a strategic

partnership that has expanded

significantly over the last three

decades. Trade between India

and Israel surged from

approximately $200 million in

1992 to around $10 billion in

2022, alongside substantial

defense collaborations.

The Recent Crisis

The October 2022 Hamas

attacks marked a turning point,

with India expressing strong

support for Israel—a clear

departure from its historical

stance. Prime Minister Narendra

Modi's solidarity statement

highlighted the evolution of

bilateral relations, but the

ongoing violence in Gaza has

prompted renewed scrutiny.

While India has abstained

from UN votes condemning

Israel's actions, it faces domestic

pressures and a growing call for

a balanced approach towards

Palestine. Prominent political

figures, including those from the

Congress Party, have criticized

Israel's military tactics,

demanding a reassessment of

India's diplomatic posture.

A Balancing Act

India’s foreign policy now

reflects a delicate balancing act.

It has forged partnerships with

Gulf nations like Saudi Arabia

and the UAE, crucial for

investments and energy security.

However, as Israel's conflict

escalates, these relationships

become increasingly strained.

Initiatives like the India-Middle

East Economic Corridor

(IMECC), aimed at enhancing

connectivity across the region,

risk stagnation without

normalization between Israel and

its Arab neighbors. T h e

I2U2 forum, involving India, Israel,

the UAE, and the US, also faces

hurdles as Arab countries

reassess their public alliances

amid rising tensions.

 The fallout from

Israel's actions in Gaza

complicates India's position,

forcing it to navigate between

supporting a historical ally and

maintaining essential ties with

Arab states. Looking AheadAs

the situation evolves, the future

of India-Israel relations hangs in

the balance. The internal political

landscape in India could shift

dramatically, especially if the

opposition party assumes power,

potentially leading to a

reevaluation of diplomatic ties

with Israel.

The path forward is

fraught with challenges, with the

need for a nuanced approach

becoming increasingly evident.

India’s historical ties to both

Israel and Arab nations

necessitate a careful and

strategic diplomatic navigation

to maintain stability in an

increasingly volatile region.In

this precarious environment,

India will strive to sustain its

hard-won relationships, even as

the shadows of conflict loom

large over West Asia.
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46-year-old sold a business for $3.7 billion—and imme-
diately regretted it: That was my 'saddest day'

his story is part of CNBC Make It's The

Moment series, where highly successful

people reveal the critical moment that

changed the trajectory of their lives and

careers, discussing what drove them to

make the leap into the unknown.Jyoti

Bansal got to live out a scenario that most

people can only dream about: He built his

own startup, got an acquisition offer he

couldn't refuse and sold it for billions.

Today, it's among his biggest regrets.

Bansal, 46, is the founder of software de-

veloper AppDynamics, which was prepar-

ing to go public in 2017 when tech giant

Cisco swooped in at the last minute, of-

fering to buy the company for $3.7 billion.

The deal made hundreds of the startup's

employees, Bansal included, instantly

wealthy. But what should have been a joy-

ous moment became Bansal's "saddest

day," he tells CNBC Make It.Bansal had

long dreamed of becoming an entrepre-

neur, and worked as a Silicon Valley soft-

ware engineer for eight years until he got

a Green Card — he was born in India —

and launched his own startup. He built

AppDynamics around the biggest prob-

lems he faced as an engineer, creating

tools for troubleshooting outages and other

software applications flaws."When I

started [AppDynamics], I didn't think

about a financial outcome," he says. "I

just thought in terms of: This problem

needs to be solved."AppDynamics devel-

oped a reputation for helping big compa-

nies fix their wonky apps. But after sell-

ing it to Cisco, Bansal realized that he

hadn't finished the job at AppDynamics

— which could've become a "much big-

ger" company, he says — and he was

aimless without a big problem to focus

on.After six months of traveling the world,

Bansal launched a San Francisco-based

startup called Harness, which also makes

tools for software developers. It was most

recently valued at $3.7 billion in 2022,

according to the company, the same

amount AppDynamics sold for.Here,

Bansal discusses how he made the diffi-

cult decision to sell AppDynamics, his

near-immediate regrets and why he'd al-

most certainly turn down a similar offer

for his startup today.CNBC Make It: It's

January 2017. You've just sold

AppDynamics for $3.7 billion. How are you

feeling in that triumphant

moment?Bansal: We announced the

sale, and then we had a huge party at our

office in San Francisco. Folks from Cisco

were there. It was a very happy

celebration.But walking home after, I was

sad and depressed. I spent nine years

of my life fully dedicated to what we

were building there. Suddenly, it's the

end of a chapter.That's the bittersweet

part of selling your company. It's a

great outcome in a lot of ways, but it's

the end of a chapter, or end of a book,

in many ways too. I was kind of lost.

What was your initial reaction to

Cisco's last-minute offer?

It was definitely a surprise. We were

about to go public, and we weren't stop-

ping our IPO. [The AppDynamics board

had] six days to figure out how we were

going to go on this.People think: "Oh, that

must have been the easiest decision to

make." But it was the hardest decision.

For three days, I got maybe three hours

of sleep [per night]. We were getting on

calls and figuring out what to do, getting

all of the point of views.competing in the

market, every element of company build-

ing that I'd gone through.I was chairman

of the board and the biggest shareholder,

so I had to drive a lot of those

conversations.What were the biggest fac-

tors you considered?Is it really possible

in that timeframe? Is it the right thing to

do? What's the joint story of the two prod-

ucts and the two companies? Does [the

acquisition] allow us to continue the vi-

sion of what we set out to do?We could

be part of a bigger platform, like Cisco,

and their customer base and market.

That's one factor. The second is culture,

what kind of home your employees get.

Cisco, to their credit, did an excellent job

giving a high degree of independence to

the AppDynamics unit, I'd say.The third

factor is financial. Is it the right thing for

the stockholders — founders, investors

and employees? As the only founder, I

was fortunate enough [that] any outcome

financially would be fine for me. [But] we

had about 300 or so employees who made

more than a million dollars in the final of-

fer we accepted. We had dozens of em-

ployees with $5 million-plus

outcomes.That's life-changing, so it all

became risk versus reward.You seemed

to believe you made the right decision on

paper.

0 So, why feel sad or lost? When

I started AppDynamics, if someone said,

"Your company could be worth $100 mil-

lion," I would have said, "Oh, that's mind-

blowing success."[After the sale] I real-

ized that I really enjoyed building the com-

pany, creating products, solving problems,
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Main actors in Iran-Israel conflict that
has pushed Middle East to brink

The massive Israeli offensive

against Hezbollah in Lebanon

and Iran's retaliatory strikes -

over 180 missiles descending on

Tel Aviv - is widely being seen

as an inflection point in the

Middle East that has been on the

boil since Israel invaded Gaza

nearly a year ago. Tensions in

the Middle East spilled over into

Lebanon, following the killing of

the secretive Hezbollah chief

Hassan Nasrullah, and has the

potential of engulfing the broader

region, including Yemen, Iraq

and Syria, in an all-out war.

Over the course of the year

since the Gaza war started, Iran

and its proxies, called the 'Axis

of Resistance', and Israel and

the United States have engaged

in a cycle of tit-for-tat attacks

across the region. The 'Axis of

Resistance' - Hamas, Hezbollah,

the Syrian government, the

Houthis of Yemen and armed

groups in Syria and Iraq - have

been a cornerstone of Iran's re-

gional policy in keeping Israel in

check.

Iran directly attacking

Israel after years of a shadow war

is likely to set off a chain reac-

tion along the complex web of

alliances and rivalries across the

Middle East. While some high-

profile leaders like Hamas polit-

buro chief Ismail Haniyeh and

top Hezbollah commander Fuad

Shukr have already been killed,

there are other key players and

actors who have stepped in as a

regional war looms large.Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

In the weeks following the

October 7, 2023, attack on Is-

rael by Hamas, it was widely be-

lieved that Prime Minister Ben-

jamin Netanyahu's political days

were numbered. However, a year

later, the wily Netanyahu has

staged a remarkable turnaround

and his popularity ratings have

shot up following a brutal cam-

paign of airstrikes in Lebanon

and Gaza and assassinations of

its rivals across the Middle East.

The Israeli Prime Minister

has clearly stated the war ob-

jectives -- to continue battling the

Lebanese Hezbollah and defeat

Hamas in the Gaza Strip until "to-

tal victory". At the same time,

he has also warned Iran and its

proxies. "There is no place in Iran

that the long arm of Israel can-

not reach, and that's true of the

entire Middle East," he recently

said in the United Nations Gen-

eral Assembly.

Defence Minister Yoav Gal-

lant

Yoav Gallant remains the sec-

ond-most powerful military figure

in Israel despite reports of his un-

easy ties with Netanyahu. Gal-

lant directed the successful in-

vasions of Gaza City, Khan

Yunis, and Rafah. He has also

been the go-to Israeli official for

the United States to iron out dis-

putes when direct contact with

Netanyahu at critical points dur-

ing the war was not possible.

Mossad chief David

Barnea

On September 17, multiple

pagers and walkie-talkies of Iran-

backed militia Hezbollah ex-

ploded in Lebanon, killing 40 and

injuring over 3,000. The attack not

only derailed Hezbollah's com-

munications system, but also

laid ground for Israel to attack

the outfit. The brain behind it was

Israeli spy agency Mossad chief

David Barnea. He also led talks

with negotiators for a hostage re-

lease deal to end the Gaza

war.PALESTINE

Hamas chief Yahya Sinwar

Hamas chief Yahya Sinwar is

considered to be the mastermind

of the October 7 attack on Israel

that killed around 1,200 people

and abducted more than 250 Is-

raelis. The 61-year-old Palestin-

ian, who has a $400,000 bounty,

has remained in hiding since the

war started.

Former Hamas military

chief Mohammed Deif

If Yahya Sinwar was the brain

behind the October 7 attack,

Mohammed Deif led the military

charge in Israel. Nicknamed 'The

Guest', Deif has been on Israel's

most-wanted list since 1995. He

was killed in an airstrike on July

13, 2024.

LEBANON

Former Hezbollah chief

Hassan Nasrallah

A vegetable vendor's son,

Hassan Nasrallah, transformed

Hezbollah into one of the stron-

gest Iran-backed militia founded

to fight Israeli troops. Under him,

Hezbollah mounted its stron-

gest ever attack on Israel from

October 2023 in solidarity with

Gaza. The elusive Nasrallah

was killed on September 27 af-

ter Israel bombarded Hezbollah

headquarters. Nasral lah's

cousin Hashem Safieddine is

tipped to head the Iran-backed

outfit.

Hezbollah second-in-com-

mand Naim Qassem

With the top leadership of

Hezbollah almost wiped out,

deputy chief Naim Qassem has

become the face of the outfit

and led the counterstrikes

against Israel. A veteran, who

has served as Hezbollah deputy

secretary general since 1991,

has vowed to continue its artil-

lery and rocket fire on Israel.

Former Hezbollah mili-

tary commander Fuad Shukr

So secretive was his life

that Fuad Shukr was called the

'Ghost'. However, the former

Hezbollah military commander

was a key figure who expanded

the terror group's rocket arse-

nal. He is believed to be the

mastermind behind the rocket

attack on the northern Israeli

town of Majdal Shams, which

killed 12 children. Shukr was

killed in an Israeli airstrike in

Beirut in August.IRAN

Iran Supreme Leader

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

After years of avoiding a di-

rect attack on Israel, Iran fired

missiles at Tel Aviv on October

1, days after Ayatollah Ali

Khamenei vowed to avenge the

killing of Nasrallah. In fact,

Khamenei was already seeth-

ing after a string of attacks on

Iranian envoys and the assas-

sination of Hamas's political

wing chief Ismail Haniyeh on

Iranian soil.

Islamic Revolutionary Guard

Corps chief Hossein Salami

Days after promising retalia-

tion for Israel's "evil deeds",

Hossein Salami, the com-

mander-in-chief of the powerful

Islamic Revolutionary Guard

Corps (IRGC), targeted vital mili-

tary and security targets in Is-

rael on October 1. Salami,

known for his hardline rhetoric

against the United States and

Israel, took over as IRGC chief

in 2019.

SUPPORTING ACTORS:

YEMEN, IRAQ AND SYRIA

Houthi chief Abdul Malik

al-Houthi

Abdul Malik al-Houthi, the

enigmatic leader of Yemen's

Houthi movement, has trans-

formed the outfit from a ragtag

militia to a defiant force that has

acquired tens of thousands of

fighters and a huge arsenal of

armed drones. Backed by Iran,

Houthis have launched missiles

at Israel while carrying out drone

attacks in the Red Sea, affect-

ing maritime traffic in one of the

world's busiest waterways.

Kataib Hezbollah

An elite Iraqi armed faction

closest to Iran, the Kataib

Hezbollah, has si lently

launched around 170 attacks

on US bases in Iraq and Syria

this year. The most prominent

attack was on the Jordanian-

US outpost in January, killing

three US soldiers.

 The US designated it as a

terrorist organisation in 2009.

Harakat Hezbollah Al-

Najuba

The Iran-backed milit ia

group was established in 2013

in the wake of the Syrian civil

war and is headed by Akram

Al-Kaabi, a designated global

terrorist.

Along with the Kataib

Hezbollah, the outf i t  also

launched at tacks on US

bases earlier this year amid

the crisis in the Middle East.


