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USCIS announces second round of
-1B lottery for FY 2025 regular cap

Indian-origin woman jailed in UK for 10
years after convicted of shoplifting

The US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) has
announced that it will conduct a second
round of H-1B lottery selections for the fiscal
year 2025 under its regular annual 65,000
visa limit. The USCIS determined that it
would need to select additional registrations
for unique beneficiaries to reach the FY 2025

regular cap numerical allocation.

However, the USCIS confirmed that

there would be no second selection for the
advanced degree exemption, also known
as the master's cap. The first round had
already met the required numbers for this
category.
Soon, we will select additional registrations
for unique beneficiaries from previously
submitted electronic registrations using a
random selection process," stated the
USCIS.

WHITESTONE
Real Estate

Serving Community Since 2009

"We will notify prospective petitioners with
selected registrations from this second
round of selection that they are eligible to
file an H-1B cap-subject petition for the
beneficiary named in the applicable
selected registration. We will announce
when we have completed this second
process of selections and notifications, the
agency added.

The H-1B visa, favoured by
Indian professionals, is the
main pathway for Indian IT
companies to send their
software engineers to the
United States, with Indians
consistently being the
largest group of H-1B
recipients.In March, USCIS
held arandom lottery for the
fiscal year 2025 H-1B visas, including
those eligible for the advanced degree
exemption. Only petitioners with
selected registrations can file H-1B cap-
subject petitions during the specified
filing period noted in their registration
selection notice.The initial filing period for
these selected registrations was from April
1to June 30, 2024.

This second selection process is essential
to meet the FY2025 regular cap numerical
allocation.

"Don't Wait

To Buy Real Estate
Buy Real Estate

And Wait "

An Indian-origin woman was on
Tuesday sentenced to 10 years’
imprisonment by a court in south-west
England after she was found guilty of
conning retailers and other businesses
out of thousands of pounds.Narinder Kaur
a.k.a. Nina Tiara, 54, was previously found
guilty of 26 counts of fraud, money
laundering and perverting the course of
justice in March
2023.Prosecutors said she
had shoplifted on an
industrial scale and
deceived shops into
refunding her foritems that =
she had never actually | '
purchased. She was |
sentenced at
Gloucestershire Crown
Court for stealing from more
than 1,000 shops across the UK."This
sentence today sends out a clear
message that West Mercia Police will
deal seriously with prolific fraudsters,” said
Steve Tristram, Fraud Investigator from
West Mercia Police’s Economic Crime
Unit."Kaur is a calculated individual who
committed offences across the country,
dishonestly claiming refunds on items she
had stolen. She showed no remorse for

her actions and even thought she would get
away with submitting false documents to the
court with the intention of perverting the
course of justice,” he said.The police force
took ownership of the investigation into Kaur
in 2018 and worked with the UK’s National
Business Crime Solution, an organisation
representing retailers, and other police forces
as a "multi-agency approach".

"We were able to investigate
further into her criminal activity
and found fraudulent activity in
her bank accounts which
subsequently brought her to
| justice,” added Tristram.Kaur
L | was found to have travelled
" extensively across the country
to steal from well-known high
street stores and then
dishonestly claimed refunds
on those items.Between July 2015 and
September 2019, itis estimated Kaur netted
around GBP 2,000 worth of refunds per week,
equating to over half a million pounds in
fraudulent refunds and stolen goods.Knowing
that she was under investigation for these
offences, she is then said to have embarked
upon a scheme to defraud other businesses
using the dishonestly obtained credit card
details of members of the public.
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UK bars Indian-origin lawyer from practicing
over conviction in 'sham marriage'

A 44-year-old man who qualified
as a lawyer in India has been struck off
from practicing in the UK by the solicitors’
watchdog after a tribunal heard of his
conviction eight years ago for organising
sham marriages for migrants to settle in
Europe.

Mathew Moghan Rajamohan
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Chellam faced charges of fraudulent
applications by the Solicitors Regulation
Authority (SRA) and a disciplinary tribunal
concluded in its ruling that there was no
doubt that he knew or ought to have known
that his conduct was in material breach of
the obligations to protect the public and
the reputation of the legal profession.In a
judgment dated July 5 released recently,
the tribunal notes that Chellam has since
returned to India and that his current
address in India was unknown."The

Tribunal ordered that the Respondent,
Mathew Moghan Rajamohan Chellam,
solicitor, be struck off the Roll of Solicitors
and it further ordered that he do pay the
costs of and incidental to this application
and enquiry fixed in the sum of GBP
4,058.00,” reads the Solicitors Disciplinary
Tribunal order.

"In assessing culpability,
the Tribunal took account
of the fact that the
Respondent’s motivation
for the misconduct was for
monetary gain, the fact
§ thatthe misconduct arose
from carefully planned
§ actions including by using
sham marriages with a
view to abusing applicable
= laws, and that the
circumstances giving rise to the misconduct
were under the direct control of the
Respondent and concluded that
Respondent’s level of culpability was
extremely high,” it notes.

According to the order filed with the UK's
Law Society, Chellam was admitted to the
UK’s Roll of Solicitors in February 2013
through the Quialified Lawyers Transfer Test
(QLTT) route as he was already a Legal
Advocate in India. In 2015, he is said to
have “self-reported” and confirmed that he
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Indian-origin cab driver jailed in
Singapore for stealing mother's jewellery

An Indian-origin Singaporean
taxi driver was sentenced to one year
and five months jail after he pleaded guilty
to four theft charges, including SGD
43,400 jewellery from his 70-year-old
mother.Michael Raj, 48, with financial
problems stole three Rolex watches
worth more than SGD 200,000 in total
from three sleeping passengers on
separate occasions, and sold the

’ 4
timepieces, The Straits Times
reported.Deputy Public Prosecutor Tan
Shi Yun told the court: “This was not a
case of a careless victim who left her
valuables lying around in the open.
“The victim’s (valuables) were locked in
adrawer in a cupboard and (its) key was
kept in another drawer in the same
cupboard.” After that, Michael pawned
the valuables at various pawnshops
without his mother’s consent and paid

his debts.On July 5, 2021, his mother
discovered that several pieces of her
jewellery were missing.She confronted
him two days later and then reported the
matter to the police.

Michael has since made partial
restitution of around SGD 3,000 to her.
On September 2, 2022, he was driving a
taxi and picked up a heavily intoxicated
33-year-old man near Orchard Towers
shopping mall at around 5
am.The passenger was
asleep when they reached the
. man’s destination.

Michael then removed the
“man’s Rolex watch, worth
SGDA45,000, from his wrist.
The following month, he stole
a second Rolex watch, worth
nearly SGD 67,300, from a 44-
year-old male passenger who had also
fallen asleep in his taxi.The two
passengers alerted the police when they
found their valuables missing. Their
watches were not recovered and Michael
has made no restitution to the two
victims, the court heard.On June 15,
2023, Michael stole a third Rolex watch,
worth SGD 88,000, from a 30-year-old
man who had boarded the offender’s taxi
before nodding off.

Eligible green card holders can get US
citizenship in just three weeks: Expert

With the date for the US
presidential election approaching, Green
Card holders are being urged to secure
their citizenship and register to vote.
Shekar Narasimhan, Chairman and
founder of the Asian American Pacific
Islanders (AAPI) Victory Fund, said that

three weeks,” Narasimhan said, as
quoted by PTI.

A Green Card, officially called a
permanent resident card, signifies an
individual's status as a permanent
resident in the United States.

"If you have a Green Card and have been

under President Joe Biden's here forfive years, getyour citizenship.
administration,
eligible Green Card | N ——" prm—
holders could obtain | S ————————
A\ :

US citizenship in just
three weeks.

The US votes on
November 5 to decide
on its President.More [
than a million Indians |
are stuck in a long
gqueue for Green
Cards, according to :
US Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) data. Many highly
skilled professionals from India,
including doctors, engineers, and
scientists, are facing wait times that
could extend for decades to gain
permanent residency in the US.“Being
excited and translating that into votes
are often two rather distinct things. It's
how you take that energy, persuade
people that it's worth their while, and
make sure that they apply for
citizenship, which can be obtained in

TURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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Welcome to the
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There's time. Register to vote," said
Narasimhan, as quoted by PTI.

He emphasised the importance of early
registration and meeting deadlines in
various states. He also suggested
creating WhatsApp groups to remind
friends about voting.

"In many states, you have to register in
advance, and there are deadlines. And
finally, create a WhatsApp group, get
20 of your friends on there, remind each
other every day why it's important, and
get out to vote,” he said.
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US faces growing threats, and we're
woefully unprepared. Here's how to fix that.

The national security threats
against the U.S. are as significant as and
more complex than they were at the
height of the Cold War or even World War
Il. We are not prepared to meet these
threats today and could, in very short
order, find ourselves in a war across
multiple theaters with peer and near-peer
adversaries that we could lose.

This is the key finding of a commission
established by Congress, which we
chaired, to review the current National
Defense Strategy, published in 2022. Our
bipartisan, unanimous recommendations
lay out the steps needed now to avoid this
outcome.Our country has lost its decades-
long uncontested military dominance,
especially in the Western Pacific. China’s
military and industrial strength rivals and
in some ways outpaces our own. Its cyber
and space capabilities are designed to
deter or prevent us from interfering with its
aggressive actions in the Western Pacific.
Despite losses in Ukraine, Russia has
transformed itself through a full wartime
mobilization and threatens NATO. China
and Russia have forged a “no-limits”
partnership and they have embraced rogue
states Iran and North Korea. Russia
receives the means to keep fighting in
Ukraine; Iran and North Korea stand to gain
weapons and expertise, along with
diplomatic and economic protection. All
four states seek to counter U.S. influence
and their alignment presents a real risk
that conflict in any of their three theaters
would become a global war.

All this comes when the Department of
Defense is struggling to meet current
demands. As Ukraine demonstrates, we're
straining to produce the weapons and
equipment needed for one limited war, let
alone the all-out conflict we could soon
face. Our commission recommends a new
approach, greater use of commercially
available technology, fully embracing our
allies and partners, and an increased
investment in manufacturing capacity and
our industrial workforce.

Change at the Defense Department, as
hard as that is, will not be enough.
Matching China’s strength requires a fully
integrated approach involving all elements
of national power: the strength of the U.S.
military in true partnership with our first-
class innovation base, plus a coordinated
effort involving diplomacy, economic
investment, cybersecurity, trade,
education, industrial capacity, civic
engagement and international cooperation.
This strategy was successful in the Cold
War but since then our ability to execute
it has atrophied. We have asked the
military to do too much with too little,
allowed new threats to accumulate, and
allowed other elements of our government
to under-prioritize their own role in national
security. There are bright spots. The Biden

administration has expanded and
strengthened NATO and enhanced
relationships with allies and partners
across the Pacific. This is critical as the
U.S. cannot deter or win future wars
without our allies. Strengthening them,
through funding and better information
sharing, cooperative industrial
relationships and military exports, helps
them and us. Our commercial sector is
another enormous strategic advantage. It
rapidly outpaces the Defense Department
at military innovation, including Al, robotics
and autonomy. Yet the Defense
Department’s culture still relies on internal
research and development and decades-
old platforms better suited to yesterday’s
wars. Ukraine is integrating new
technology rapidly with older systems —
on the order of weeks, not years. Russia
has learned this lesson; we must as well.
Better technology means we need not
match our potential adversaries platform
to platform, but still the U.S. force
structure is insufficient. The U.S. military
is the smallest it has been in generations
due to policy decisions and recruitment
shortfalls. The National Defense Strategy
is outdated in calling for a force able to
fightin one theater and deter aggression
elsewhere. We are already involved in
wars in Europe and the Middle East, with
a larger threat looming from China.
We recommend a Joint Force able to
simultaneously defend the homeland, lead
allies in deterring China, and spearhead
allies and partners to keep Russia and
Iran in check. This demands a worldwide
presence — military, diplomatic and
economic — including across the Global
South, where China and Russia are
gaining influence in our relative absence.
None of this is possible without the
support of the American people, who are
largely unaware and unprepared for the
dangers we face, including that the U.S.
homeland is no longer a sanctuary or
immune from attack. Ultimately, the public
will have to shoulder the cost of what is
needed.Our national security budgets
must be broader than Defense and include
the critical missions at the departments
of State, Treasury, Homeland Security,
Commerce, Education and others. We
also must spend smarter, not just spend
more. That includes divesting from legacy
ill-suited to future warfare and quitting
governing through  continuing
resolutions.To overcome the threats of the
Cold War, the U.S. spent at minimum 4.9
percent of GDP on defense. Today, we
are at 3 percent of GDP and we spend
more servicing the interest on debt than
we do on defense. On a unanimous basis,
our commission recommends paying for
additional spending by raising revenues
and reforming entitlement spending.

By Jane Harman and Eric Edelman

What it will take to calm America

On Sunday evening, President
Joe Biden spoke from the Oval Office,
calling on Americans to temper their
passions. In the aftermath of the
attempted assassination of former
President Donald Trump, Biden reiterated
his message that there is no room for
violence in our politics and that everyone
needs to take a breath and calm down.
The nation needs to “lower the
temperature,” he said. “No matter how
strong our convictions,” Biden added, we
must “never descend into violence.”
Will the message work? Coming at a
pivotal moment in his own reelection
campaign against Trump, Biden’s address
is something of a stress test for what
presidents can accomplish when political
tensions spin out of control. Biden’s
appeal is not coming in a vacuum; many
political leaders across the spectrum have
denounced the attack on Trump and called
for calm. House Speaker Mike Johnson
said on CNN Sunday, “The rhetoric has
consequences. When you have a heated
environment and you have political division
in this country, like we have in the age of
social media, everything is amplified, and
everyone can go on and turn the dial. So
we need to work on bringing that down so
that we can have thoughtful debate and
we can have policy discussions.”By virtue
of his office, Biden is singularly positioned
to attempt to soothe America. But sadly,
even if Biden was not in such a fragile
political position, the odds would be
stacked against the president, as history
suggests.Americans lived through a
horrendous moment on November 22,
1963 when agunman, Lee Harvey Oswald,
shot and killed President John F. Kennedy.
The event, which was of greater magnitude
given the fatal outcome, traumatized the

nation. A president who embodied the
promise of a new generation had been
slain. All sorts of theories swirled about
what happened in Dallas, most of which
were connected to the divisive issues of
the era — civil rights, anti-communism,
right-wing extremism and more.
As soon as Lyndon Johnson took over the
presidency, he too appealed to the nation
to restore its better angels. Let us
continue, he said, urging Americans to
move forward with Kennedy’s agenda as
the best memorial to the fallen leader. He
said: “Our American unity does not
depend upon unanimity. We have
differences; but now, as in the past, we
can derive from those differences strength,
not weakness; wisdom, not despair. Both
as a people and a government we can
unite upon a program, a program which is
wise, and just, enlightened and
constructive.”But Johnson soon learned
that presidential appeals to moderation
often fall flat. The huge fault lines created
by divisive issues that predated Kennedy’s
assassination only widened. The civil
rights movement intensified its effort to
achieve racial justice through legislation
while the White backlash grew worse and
more violent.The pressure from America’s
youth to abandon traditional social and
cultural values involving matters such as
sexuality and style only grew stronger, as
was on display at the Woodstock concert
in 1969. At the same time, the growing
culture wars between college students
and the people whom President Richard
Nixon would call the “silent majority”
intensified.And Johnson made things
worse himself, as he accelerated a war in
Vietnam that turned into one of the most
divisive issues the nation ever faced.
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Why Are So Many Tech Graduates In

India Unemployable? It's The 'Cliff Effect’

Ayoung tech graduate,
full of potential, steps into the job
market, only to find their skills
outdated and their opportunities
limited. This scenario is all too
common in India, where despite
substantial investments in higher
education, a stark divide has
emerged among students,
particularly in the computer
science stream. | call this
phenomenon the 'Cliff Effect’ as
it highlights the precipitous drop
in the quality of education
beyond top-tier tech institutes
like the 1ITs and lIScs. This ‘cliff',
which leaves many students
underprepared and alienated
from cutting-edge
advancements, underscores the
need for comprehensive reform
in India's computer science
education.
Squandering
Demographic Dividend
As much as 65% of India's
population is under the age of 35.
Yet, many lack the necessary
skills required to function in a
modern economy. According to
the recent Economic Survey,
just about half of India's youth is
employable. Another report, by
NASSCOM, flags a significant
employability gap among
engineering graduates in India.
This gap has far-reaching
implications, considering that

The

The China-Pakistan Nexus: Fue

By: Rahul Pawa

China, Pakistan, geo-
political interest groups, and
international stakeholders may
have contributed to the current
wave of violent protests in
Bangladesh, which resulted in
130 fatalities. These players may
have used the anger against
guotas for government jobs to fuel
dissent against Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and her Awami
League government. The recent
wave of violent incidents appears
to have been fueled by actions
from China’s Communist Party,
and Pakistan, who have taken
adversarial positions towards
Sheikh Hasina’s government and
spread discontent.
Protests erupted after the
Appellate Division of the Supreme
Court decided on July 10, 2024,
to maintain the status quo on the
guota system intended for

India aims to become a $5 trillion
economy by 2025.

The quality of computer science
education across many Indian
institutions is far from what's
needed in today's job market.
Universities do not update their
syllabi frequently, leaving
students unprepared for the
demands of the industry. The
lack of experiential learning and
hands-on training further
exacerbates the problem.
Compounding all these issues is
the stagnant entry-level pay
offered by some major IT
companies in India. Despite the
industry's growth, salaries have
seen little change over the years.
For instance, one major
company's campus placement

freedom fighters and their families
for four weeks. This decision
followed a High Court ruling on
June 5, 2024, which declared the
2018 government circular that had
cancelled the 30 per cent
quota for freedom §
fighters’ descendants in
government jobs illegal.
This ruling sparked
widespread anger |
among students and the
broader population, =
culminating in violent
clashes and a rising ¢
death toll.Students from |
various universities in L
Dhaka united to demand

quota reforms. After an initial
postponement due to Eid and
summer holidays, the student
movement resumed on July 1 with
demonstrations. Students and
teachers from public universities
such as the University of Dhaka,

offer was just about ? 3.5 lakh
per annum, compared to an
average of ? 4.15 lakh per
annum a decade ago. The
stagnation indicates the lack of
value ascribed to fresh
graduates.

India, all in all, needs a systemic
overhaul in education and
industry practices.

Beyond Just 'Coding’
Knowing how to code is no
longer enough. Thanks to Al, the
job landscape is evolving rapidly,
and employers in the coming
years will seek candidates with
deep domain knowledge and an
interdisciplinary approach to
problem-solving. This shift will be
crucial because technology
alone cannot drive innovation; it

Rajshahi University  of

Engineering and Technology, and
Jahangirnagar University were
soon joined by counterparts from
private institutions like North

South University and BRAC
University.Under the banner of
the Anti-discrimination Students
Movement, they launched
“Bangla Blockade” (Bangladesh
Shutdown), disrupting domestic
train and road transportation

must be complemented by a
thorough understanding of the
domain in which it is applied.
Only then can solutions be
developed to effectively address
real-world problems.

For instance, a coder with a deep
understanding of agriculture can
design Al-driven solutions to
optimise crop yields, manage
pest control, and predict weather
patterns, thereby enhancing
productivity and sustainability in
the agricultural sector. Similarly,
a coder who understands
pedagogy can develop advanced
learning platforms that cater to
diverse educational needs,
personalise learning
experiences, and track student
progress effectively.

networks. Online activism
surged with calls for “another
2018” in reference to the previous
quota reform movement.
Protestors’ calls for a “Bangla
___ Blockade” intensified on
¢ July 7. As demonstrations
spread nationwide and
' intensified on July 7,
§ clashes with police on July
11 marked a significant
escalation.
4 Prime Minister Sheikh
! Hasina’s remarks on July
*. 14, referring to Razakars
(Bangladeshis who
by collaborated with Pakistan
" during the 1971 war) during
a press conference after her
return from China, coupled
with the ruling Awami
League’s hardened stance
intensified the situation.
Chhatra League’s violent
suppression of the protests

India stands to benefit
significantly from computer
scientists who possess
interdisciplinary skills and don't
rely solely on technical
knowledge. In that light,
integrating interdisciplinary
courses in computer science
education is important to foster
a holistic understanding of
technology and its impact on
society. It is essential that the
next generation of technologists
embodies responsible and

| trustworthy Al values and is

aware of and actively addressing
challenges like privacy, security,
and other ethical concerns.

An Interdisciplinary
Framework

To build an interdisciplinary
approach to India's computer
science education, it is essential
to foster collaborations between
universities, industry experts,
and policymakers to ensure
that the curriculum is both
relevant and future-proof.
Universities should design
programmes that include
mandatory courses on ethics,
data privacy, cybersecurity, and
Al. Incorporating case studies
and practical examples from
various industries can help
students grasp the real-world
applications of their technical
skills.

iIng Unrest in Bangladesh

resulted in hundreds of injuries.
The kindling for this unrest had
been laid well before the court’s
ruling, as flames were fanned
during Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’'s visit to Beijing from
July 8 to 10, 2024. The visit,
intended to secure significant
financial aid, ended abruptly,
hinting at Hasina’'s deep-
seated dissatisfaction with
the Communist Party of China
(CPC). China offered only
$100 million in financial
assistance, a far cry from the
initially promised $5
billion.Adding to the discord, Xi
Jinping gave Hasina very little
time as Beijing proposed a
controversial ten-year re-
education policy aimed at
countering Islamic culture and
promoting Chinese lifestyles,
similar to measures
implemented in Pakistan in 2010.
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Is Sam Altman Wrong About India’s
Al Capabilities? Yes, And No

By Umakant Soni

OnJune 7 last year, Sam §

Altman, the CEO of OpenAl, was
asked this question when he was
in India: Can Indian entrepreneurs
compete with OpenAl, or should
they even try? His answer, a blunt
and definitive "No", was jarring to
most of us. Altman followed with
an even more fundamental

guestion of his own: was India |,

even a player in this massive
technological shift.?

While Altman may have a point,
he is wrong in assessing the
depth of talent that India has and
the potential it holds to contribute
to the Al revolution. India is a
country with more than 5,000
years of sustained human history,
which has withessed massive
wars, famines, occupations and
diversity. It holds the civilisational
knowledge and accumulated
thought processes that can and
will play a critical part in building
a safe and sustainable future for
a man-machine society. India can
act as a crucial counterbalance
to an Al framework developed in
the echo chambers of San
Francisco.

Silicon Valley's Flawed Al
Playbook

In typical Silicon Valley fashion
of moving fast and breaking
things, OpenAl has chosen to
open up the Al revolution to
everyone. ChatGPT was
developed by training Al on the
vast and free human knowledge
available on the internet. We have
Elon Musk unleashing his bots
developed on Twitter data, and
humanoids on the shop floors of
Tesla. Mark Zuckerberg is
unloading billions on Al
development and computing,
while releasing large open-source
models. Amazon is buying power
utilities in gigawatts as the
Artificial General Intelligence
(AGI) race gets real.

The GPU-guzzling, greed-driven
Al boom is already scary, and
adding fuel to this are the
geopolitical dynamics between
the US and China. The world is
set to witness an unprecedented
"Intelligence explosion”. And we
as a society probably aren't ready
for such a rapid transition shaped
purely by the Silicon Valley
playbook.

Personal Stake In Al's Future
As a parent of two young kids, |
think selfishly. While | have been

dabbling with Al for more than
15 years, | want my kids to
grow up in a world that is truly
open to exploring human
potential. It was a rainy
afternoon in Bengaluru in
2008 when | came across an
article by Ray Curzweil, which
said that the sum total of all
Al would be more than human
intelligence by 2029. The
claim shook me; | realised
that this would be a game-
changing moment for
humanity, primarily because
we are unsure of what lies
beyond that point - a
'Singularity’ - and the shape
society would take after that.
Soon after, | made the crazy
decision to resign from my
well-paying job at Wipro to
start India's first Al chatbot
company, 'Vimagino', with
three friends and fellow IIT
Kanpur alumni. Some
remnants of this chatbot demo
can still be found on YouTube.
Mind you, this was two years
before OpenAl was born (even
before the pre-deep-learning
era), and it was all done in
India. We even went live on
two websites,
Indiatimeshopping.com and
Yatra.com. Unfortunately, we
couldn't grow because not
many back then practised
risk-funding that could back
such companies in India.
Perhaps we were a little too
early (or were we).

| eventually ended up co-
founding pi Ventures, an early-
stage venture fund, with
Manish Singhal. The idea was
to back risky Al bets in India,
one of which is tracking well
today and is on its way to

becoming a revenue-making Al
unicorn - a rarity in this GenAl
era. However, | can see that
while these Al companies from
India could do well, eventually,
for-profit companies would have
to optimise functions like
revenue and, of course, profit.
It rankled me that if for-profit
businesses made their way to
AGI, the pursuit of profit might
lead to Al ignoring humanity.
We could end up being just
dressed-up animals in a cage,
well-fed with a universal basic
income, but, in all actuality,
complete non-players in the
grand scheme of things. That is
a very depressing scenario. So,
| stepped back from pi and
helped co-found ARTPARK (Al
& Robotics Technology Park),
a not-for-profit organisation
whose motto is to make Al work
for humanity.

Languages, 'Shruti’, And
‘Smruti’

ARTPAR, supported by a ? 230
crore seed grant from the
Department of Science &
Technology and the government
of Karnataka, is a unique effort
incubated by the Indian Institute
of Science (lISc). The
organisation recently released
16,000 hours of spontaneous
speech from 80 districts under
project Vaani, open-sourced
under Bhashini. Such initiatives
can help in the development of
geographically anchored
models in a country like India,
which is packed with diverse
languages and local dialects that
sometimes change in a matter
of a few kilometres.

These languages are rivers of
knowledge, overflowing with rich
human intelligence and enriched

\
by centuries of usage,
feedback, and historical
chronicling of local events. This
longitudinal data of human effort
spanning thousands of years,
trying to describe the world
around, is a living, thriving body
of human, annotated knowledge.
There's another unique thing
about India: a lot of its collective
knowledge exists in "shruti"(in
voice) and "smruti"(in memory)
as centuries of invaders
destroyed its written knowledge
and manuscripts. This method
even allowed the Upanishads to
survive over time. For centuries,
this knowledge has been
practised as living traditions,
weaved into the daily lives of
billions. The physicist Ervin
Schrédinger, who worked on the
nature of reality and is known for
his Schrodinger's cat
experiment, reportedly carried a
translation of the Upanishads
and revered its core insights
about the nature of apparent
duality. Indeed, its unique views
on self-knowledge, the nature of
reality and consciousness can
help chart a new way of thinking
about safe Al as we race towards
the so-called 'AGI'".
The 3 Stages
Development
There are three stages that
mark the learning and
development of Al.
Stage 1 is learning from freely
available data on the internet,
which resulted in ChatGPT and
other such systems powered by
LLMs. It has become useful in
creating text and solving other
problems, though it's still not
alarmingly influential.
Stage 2 is about creating Al
agents, that research, co-work

of Al

with and co-learn from human
feedback. It's here that India,
with a population of 1.4 billion
brought up on arich diversity of
thought and action, can play a
big role. We are expected to get
to some aspects of AGI at this
stage.

Stage 3 is all about learning and
augmenting from the physical
and digital world. This is going
to be tricky and critical, and we
will have to be careful about
what Al ends up learning,
because it will soon power 40-
50% of the workflow in real-life
situations. It's this stage that
will truly power a man-machine
society of 7.5 billion humans
working with more than 30
billion intelligent machines.
Unlike human beings, biases in
Al technology can grow
exponentially, and in a much
shorter span of time, humbling
creators if they are not careful.
India Must Take The Lead

The US, with its powerful
internet and social media giants
driven by profits, may end up
creating a path to Al that puts
profit ahead of humanity. China,
which is prone to imprinting its
central leader's thinking onto
algorithms to exact control, may
power a future where Al might
rule over human beings. Both
scenarios are not sustainable.
Onthe other hand, India, with its
rich, sustainable, civilisational
history, has the potential to
shape a future where humans
can realise their full potential,
together with Al

Sam Altman might have been
wrong about India's potential
contribution, but he was spot-on
about the inadequate resources
we are putting into becoming an
Al force to reckon with at a global
level. The India Al mission is a
great start, but we need to double
down with a sizable private
capital pool and Al compute
resources that can support our
talented technologists and
researchers. We need to enable
them at warp speed to digitize
and mine the rich civilizational
knowledge India possesses for
building Al. Otherwise, our kids
may not like the 'Matrix' future
we may leave for them. Maybe
it's time for India to take the ‘Red
Pill'and stomach this unsettling
reality that we are undoubtedly
hurtling towards.
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Three young bright minds
were lost in a coaching institute's
basement in India's capital city,
New Delhi, on July 27. Shreya
Yadav of Uttar Pradesh, Tania Soni
from Telangana, and Navin Delvin
from Kerala died after the
basement of the building housing
Rau's IAS Study Circle in Old
Rajinder Nagar was flooded. The
police have arrested five people,
including the owner and
coordinator of the coaching centre,
and booked them for various
charges.

In typical bureaucratic fashion, the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) was quick to seal the
basements of many other
coaching institutes in the area
right after this tragic incident; earth
movers were pressed into service
at Old Rajinder Nagar to raze
illegal portions of institutes. But
no action will bring back the dead
students to life. Just days before
the basement drowning, a 26-
year-old man had died by
electrocution when he touched an
iron gate electrified by a naked
wire.

The dreams of all four aspiring civil
servants came to naught due to
callous, indifferent, apathetic,
perpetually under-prepared civic
agencies. The two incidents
amount to criminal negligence.
They also bring to the fore the
constant political wrangling
between the ruling Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) and the Lieutenant-
Governor (L-G) of Delhi.

Failure On All Fronts

Local authorities' inaction at
checking the unregulated growth
of coaching centres, overcrowded
with students operating in
residential buildings, and flouting
safety norms, is a gross
administrative failure.Old Rajinder
Nagar and Mukherjee Nagar, the
hubs of civil service coaching in
Delhi, are not new to tragic
incidents. In June 2023, as many
as 61 students in Mukherjee
Nagar were injured while trying to
escape a four-storey commercial
building as afire on the ground floor
engulfed the structure. The Delhi
High Court had back then taken
suo motu cognisance of the fire
and asked the authorities to
examine the safety status of all
such institutes. The court
instructed the Delhi Fire Service
Department to examine the fire
safety certificate of all coaching
centres in the city. Likewise, it had
asked the MCD to look into the
sanctioned building plans of such

OPINION

establishments.

In the latest case, investigations
have revealed that the basement,
misrepresented as a parking and
storage area, was being illegally
used as a library by the coaching
institute, violating building and fire
department regulations.

MCD building bylaws specify the
activities permitted in basements.
Running a coaching centre or a
library are not among them. "The
officials and staff get away with
their errant behaviour as they fear
none. They know that after a while
when the issue is no longer
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grabbing the headlines, nothing will
change and they will get away with
criminal acts. It is not an episodic
but a systemic problem," says Ash
Narain Roy, Director, Institute of
Sacial Sciences, Delhi. "Teaching
shops are flourishing under the
worst conditions because of the

rot in the education system. It is
essentially a governance problem
where accountability is missing.
Citizens suffer as officials dodge
their responsibility,” he adds,
emphasising the rot in the multi-
crore but unregulated coaching
industry in India.
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Three young bright minds were
lost in a coaching institute's basement in
India's capital city, New Delhi, on July 27.
Shreya Yadav of Uttar Pradesh, Tania Soni
from Telangana, and Navin Delvin from
Kerala died after the basement of the
building housing Rau's IAS Study Circle in
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Old Rajinder Nagar was flooded. The police P

have arrested five people, including the |
owner and coordinator of the coaching F

centre, and booked them for various
charges.

In typical bureaucratic fashion, the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) was
quick to seal the basements of many other
coaching institutes in the area right after
this tragic incident; earth movers were
pressed into service at Old Rajinder Nagar
to raze illegal portions of institutes. But no
action will bring back the dead students to
life. Just days before the basement
drowning, a 26-year-old man had died by
electrocution when he touched an iron gate
electrified by a naked wire.

The dreams of all four aspiring civil servants
came to naught due to callous, indifferent,
apathetic, perpetually under-prepared civic
agencies. The two incidents amount to
criminal negligence. They also bring to the
fore the constant political wrangling
between the ruling Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
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norms, is a gross administrative
failure.Old Rajinder Nagar and Mukherjee
Nagar, the hubs of civil service coaching
in Delhi, are not new to tragic incidents.
In June 2023, as many as 61 students in
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cognisance of the fire and asked the
authorities to examine the safety status
of all such institutes. The court instructed
the Delhi Fire Service Department to
examine the fire safety certificate of all
coaching centres in the city. Likewise, it
had asked the MCD to look into the
sanctioned building plans of such
establishments.

In the latest case, investigations have
revealed that the basement,
misrepresented as a parking and storage
area, was being illegally used as a library
by the coaching institute, violating building
and fire department regulations.

MCD building bylaws specify the activities

permitted in basements. Running a
coaching centre or a library are not among
them. "The officials and staff get away with
their errant behaviour as they fear none.
They know that after a while when the
issue is no longer grabbing the headlines,
nothing will change and they will get away
with criminal acts. It is not an episodic
but a systemic problem," says Ash Narain
Roy, Director, Institute of Social Sciences,
Delhi. "Teaching shops are flourishing
under the worst conditions because of the
rot in the education system. It is
essentially a governance problem where
accountability is missing. Citizens suffer
as officials dodge their responsibility," he
adds, emphasising the rot in the multi-
crore but unregulated coaching industry
in India.

A Stringent Law

Lakhs of students around the country are
compelled to study in unsafe conditions
in such institutes, pointing to the need for
a law that can enable regulation of the
industry. Mere guidelines, like those
issued earlier this year, are not enough.
In any case, the guidelines could achieve
little as they were not legally binding.
Because education is a concurrent
subject, the central and state
governments need to amend their laws
and make new rules.
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By Arup K. Chatterjee

Writing in the Times Literary
Supplement in October 1921, English poet |

and critic Thomas Stearns Eliot

remembered John Donne thus: "Tennyson |-

and Browning are poets, and they think,
but they do not feel their thought as
immediately as the odour of a rose. A
thought to Donne was an experience; it
modified his sensibility."

Eliot's assessment of Donne was true of .
some others too whom Samuel Johnson | =

had in the eighteenth century called the
the-extinct "race" of metaphysical poets.
Not incidentally, however, the crown of
thinking-as-experience is also befitting for
Indian poet, lyricist, author, and filmmaker,
the Sahitya, Oscar and Jnanpith awardee,
Sampooran Singh Kalra, better known by
his takhallus (pen name), 'Gulzar'.
Renowned Indian poet and novelist Padma
Sachdev once called Gulzar saab the
Pablo Neruda of Urdu poetry. But it would
be as precise to call him the John Donne
of 'Indian popular culture'. And | use this
composite phrase instead of 'Hindi cinema'’
or 'Bollywood' because a bulk of Gulzar
saab's unexplored philosophical insights
far exceed his filmography, poetry, and
writings. What is often missed in his
language and poetics are his metaphors
from quantum mechanics.

A 'Phenomenological' Poet

Bornin 1934 in Deena, now in the Jhelum

PRESPECTIVE

district of present-day Pakistan, Gulzar
saab's early life and his harrowing journey
to India before the Partition of 1947 -
memories that found lauded expressions
in Shyam Benegal's 1994 classic, Mammo
- would make for a fertile backdrop for many
a biographer. But not many may pay
attention to the cosmic and quantum-like
figures of speech that decorate his
perceptions of reality. "NASA is my favourite
website," Gulzar once acknowledged. "The
universe with its abstract nature attracts
me. The abstract element in my poetry
comes from there." Had Gulzar saab's
modesty allowed him, instead of calling his
poetry "abstract,” he might have called it
"phenomenological”. The word
‘phenomenology’ means the study of
experience, along with studying the

nuances 'qualia’, that is, the way
fundamental units of reality are
experienced. Gulzar saab's poetry often
represents reality in minuscule slices.
"Qatra qatra milti hai" ("droplets and
droplets appear to us"; ljaazat, 1987), or
"jale gatra gatra, gale gatra gatra" ("the
kindling of slivers, the melting of slivers";
Saathiya, 2002).

In certain other cases-as in "main chaand
nigal gayi, daiyya re" ("l swallowed the
moon, my gosh!"; Omkara, 2006)-Gulzar
saab appears to swap the microscopic
reality for the cosmic, where swallowing
the moon signifies the quest of a mythical
oscillatory body, or, in worldly terms, a
lover in heat who swallowed the moon to
soothe herself. However, his deeper
aesthetic sense resurfaces in moon-
related metaphors elsewhere, as in
"dhaage tod laao chandni se noor ke"
("pluck slivers of moonlight from the cosmic
ray"; Jnoom Barabar Jhoom, 2007). The
metaphor reminds one of that famous
'double slit' science experiment, where
photons split to reveal wave-patrticle duality.
Gulzar saab's words are nowhere 'abstract'.
In a liminal way, they escort the listener
into a scientific world.

Reality, Bite-Sized

This miniaturisation of reality or spacetime
has over the last century come to be known
to physicists as 'quantisation’. Neither
poets nor quantum mechanics have a

monopoly over the art of quantising.
However, both enchant us by
deconstructing and experiencing reality at
a subatomic level. Among physicists and
mathematicians who did that with ease
and panache, we recall James Maxwell,
Werner Heisenberg, Erwin Schrodinger,
Wolfgang Pauli, Paul Dirac, David Bohm,
and even modern-day names like Sean
Carroll and Jim Al-Khalili. Among
psychologists and cultural thinkers, we find
Carl Jung and Jiddu Krishnamurti at the
helm. And, among poets, Gulzaar saab
qualifies as a natural citizen of a sphere
that was once dominated by Albert
Einstein's contemporaries, W.B. Yeats,
T.S. Eliot, and Ezra Pound (to take a
reference from Daniel Albright's 1997 study,
Quantum Poetics).It is amusing and
staggering at once to withess how quantum
entities-whether with conscious will or
subconscious genius-inform Gulzar
saab's figures of speech. "Ik baar waqt
se lamha gira kahin/ wahan daastan
mili, lamha kahin nahin" ("once upon a
fickle time, a moment dropped
somewhere/ there a legend sprouted its
wings, and blurred the moment in air";
Gol Maal, 1979). Heisenberg's uncertainty
principle-that is, the limits of human
measurements in calculating the
momentum and position of subatomic
particles simultaneously-is writ large upon
this couplet.

Modi's BJP: Not Just an Inheritance, But a Reinvention

By: Rasheed Kidwai

Having secured a momentous
third term with a clearly outlined vision,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
overarching legacy, according to a new
book, will be that of transforming his party
into an electoral machine, a party that
can win elections.
‘Indian Renaissance — The Modi Decade’
(Westland Books), edited by Aishwarya
Pandit, argues that Modi’s biggest
contribution lies in dismantling a
perception that the BJP, being a purely
ideological party, had no mass base.
“Modi is responsible for making the party
and the RSS'’s ideology palatable to a
larger audience, both within and outside
the country. The party’s ideology, which
was seen as unsuited for the push and
pulls of national and regional politics, had
been a limiting factor to its growth so
far. However, Modi has achieved the
unthinkable by making the BJP
hegemonic, commanding the narrative
of elections and development, and
ushering in a dynamism into the office
of the prime minister that has few
parallels across the world,” writes

Pandit.In her essay, Pandit, who teaches
legal history at Jindal Global Law School,
OP Jindal Global University, makes an
interesting observation. She notes that
each time election results have been
announced since 2014, the prime minister
has visited the central party headquarters
to congratulate and interact with his
karyakartas. “His messaging is clear; he
is speaking directly to his cadres who form
the backbone of the party. Modi has
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Pandit argues. She emphasises this point
by describing his visits to the party office:
“He reinforces it every time... reminding
workers that no matter how complete and
stupendous a victory you may achieve,
no individual—not even him, despite
being the prime minister—is higher than
the party. This is the enduring legacy he
will leave behind: strengthening not only
the party but the belief that the party is

' supreme.”

To substantiate her
argument, Pandit cites Modi’'s 2019
victory speech to party cadres: “We the
workers of BJP, our friends in NDA, we
dedicate the victory at the feet of the
people... Just like what our president
said, the crores of BJP workers, their
efforts and the purpose—I feel so proud
that my party, which | am a part of, is
full of generous people... We have to
accept the election results with humility.
A government is formed with the
people’s mandate, and we have to work
with the spirit of inclusion.”

Pandit reminds readers that Modi
inherited a BJP with no clear vision, a
party unable to recover from the debacle
of 2009. The loss had demoralised the
cadres—and more so the RSS, which
many believe decided to fully back the
then Chief Minister of Gujarat, Narendra
Modi, in 2002.

Fighting the battle of perception had
been a monumental task for Modi, as
the BJP was seen as an ideological
party with little to offer beyond expanding
its base to urban voters in small towns
and capital cities in India.
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Here's Why Jammu Is Seeing An Escalation In Terrorist Activities

By Nazir Masoodi

The Indian Army's 28th
Infantry Division was deployed in
Kargil following the capture of
Siachen by the Army. It was
subsequently moved to Kupwara
in 1991 as militancy gripped the
Valley. Nine years later, Pakistan
captured the Kargil heights,
leading to the Kargil War.
In his book Gorkha Hat and
Maroon Beret, Lt Gen Chandra
Shekar notes the decision to
release the 28th Infantry Division
for deployment in the Kashmir
Valley. This involved removing
dedicated reserves from the
Ladakh sector, a necessity that
was acutely felt during the Kargil
War in May 1999.
A large contingent of troops in
Kashmir was redeployed to
Kargil, contributing to India's
victory in the conflict. The silver
jubilee of this victory was observed
on July 26.
How Pakistan Exploited A Gap
However, following the end of the
Kargil War, a security gap in the
Kashmir Valley allowed Pakistan
to deploy highly indoctrinated
fidayeen (suicide squads), which
significantly altered the nature of
militancy in the region. The Valley
experienced a surge in ruthless
attacks, resulting in the deaths of
numerous security forces,
civilians, and political leaders. This
wave of violence was only

Rahu

By: CR Kesavan

Rahul Gandhi, on July
29, attacked the BJP while
discussing the Union Budget in
the Lok Sabha. Drawing
parallels from the Mahabharata,
he said that there’'s an

atmosphere of fear in the §

country, adding that the country
is now trapped in a “Chakravyuh
of lotus,” referring to the BJP
symbol.

The Lotus symbolises India’s
national identity and
civilisational heritage. Three of
our most honoured civilian
awards are called the Padma
awards: the Padma Shri,
Padma Bhushan, and Padma
Vibushan. The Lotus flower is
embossed in these three Padma
medallions. The National
Emblem of India, an adaptation
of the Lion Capital of Ashoka,
stands on a full-bloomed, bell-
shaped inverted Lotus. The
Lotus features prominently in

mitigated when infiltration was
largely halted, thanks to the
Army's fencing of the 700 km-long
Line of Control and a ceasefire
agreement between India and
Pakistan in 2003.

Latest and Breaking News on
NDTV

The Indian Army's 28th Infantry
Division was deployed in Kargil
following the capture of Siachen
by the Army. It was subsequently
moved to Kupwara in 1991 as
militancy gripped the Valley. Nine
years later, Pakistan captured the
Kargil heights, leading to the Kargil
War.In his book Gorkha Hat and
Maroon Beret, Lt Gen Chandra
Shekar notes the decision to
release the 28th Infantry Division
for deployment in the Kashmir
Valley. This involved removing
dedicated reserves from the
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Ladakh sector, a necessity that
was acutely felt during the Kargil
War in May 1999.A large
contingent of troops in Kashmir
was redeployed to Kargil,
contributing to India’s victory in the
conflict. The silver jubilee of this
victory was observed on July 26.
How Pakistan Exploited A Gap
However, following the end of the
Kargil War, a security gap in the
Kashmir Valley allowed Pakistan
to deploy highly indoctrinated
fidayeen (suicide squads), which
significantly altered the nature of
militancy in the region. The Valley
experienced a surge in ruthless
attacks, resulting in the deaths of
numerous security forces,
civilians, and political leaders. This
wave of violence was only
mitigated when infiltration was
largely halted, thanks to the
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the state symbols of
Maharashtra, Haryana, Sikkim,
and other states. The highest
attainable rank in our Indian Army
is Field Marshall. This insignia
carries the wreath of a Lotus. The
symbol of revolt for the valiant
1857 Uprising, also known as the
First War of Independence, was
Lotus and bread.

The Lotus holds a sacrosanct
position in Hindu dharma,
intrinsically linked with revered

deities such as Saraswati,
Lakshmi, Padmanabha Swami
(Vishnu), and Brahma. The
Bhagavad Gita’'s essence lies in
the concept of Karma Yoga,
narrated by Lord Krishna to
Arjunain the Mahabharata. Here,
Lord Krishna explains Karma
Yoga with a simile of an
unattached lotus leaf which,
despite being in water, remains
unaffected by the water rolling
over and around it. Similarly,

Army's fencing of the 700 km-long
Line of Control and a ceasefire
agreement between India and
Pakistan in 2003.

In June 2020, after a deadly
confrontation between the Indian
and Chinese armies in Eastern
Ladakh, the Army withdrew one
division from the then-peaceful Pir
Panjal region (Poonch and Rajouri
districts) and redeployed it to
Eastern Ladakh. This was part of
a massive mobilization to match
the number of Chinese troops
stationed along the Line of Actual
Control. Early this year, the Army
was compelled to redeploy a
division to the now-troubled Pir
Panijal region.

Much like the post-Kargil situation
in Kashmir, the security gap in the
Pir Panjal region was exploited by
handlers in Pakistan. They began
pushing highly trained militants,
many believed to be Afghan war
veterans and ex-Pakistani

regulars.
By October 2021, Pakistani
militants had entrenched

themselves in the forests of
Poonch and Rajouri. They
launched precise attacks on the
army, causing casualties among
troops while suffering few or no
casualties themselves.

From Kashmir To Jammu

The spate of deadly attacks has
now spread across the Jammu
region. Recently, the Army had to

Jainism portrays its founders
(tirthankaras) on Lotus thrones,
highlighting its significance.
Rahul Gandhi’s statements,
disrespectful of the revered Lotus
symbol, are a blatant affront to
Hindu dharma and other faiths
that hold it sacred.

The Lotus by Sarojini Naidu is a
fascinating sonnet dedicated to
Mahatma Gandhi. Throughout the
poem, lotus is used as a
metaphor to extol his virtues. Is
Rahul Gandhi even aware of this?
Did previous Congress
governments ever cast
aspersions on the Lotus? The
National Film Award for Best
Feature Film, instituted in 1953,
is called the Swarna Kamal
(Golden Lotus). The Lotus was
showcased prominently in the
symbol of the 1983 Non-Aligned
Movement Summit held in New
Delhi. Even the Indira Gandhi
Paryavaran Puraskar, instituted in
1987 by the Union Ministry of

deploy additional troops as
districts like Kathua, Udhampuir,
Reasi, and Doda became as
vulnerable as Pir Panjal. The
government has also revamped
civilian militias, known as Village
Defense Guards (VDGs), which
now number around 28,000, to
defend against terrorist attacks.
So, why has the theatre of
militancy shifted or expanded
from the Valley to Jammu?
While security challenges on
India's borders, military
engagement, and militancy in
Jammu and Kashmir are
intertwined, local factors seem to
have enabled a shift in militant
strategy. Here's why...

During long periods of militancy,
the Valley acted as a buffer,
insulating the Jammu region and
the rest of the country. According
to police records, over 20,000
militants have been killed in
Kashmir over the last three
decades. This includes hundreds
of foreign militants from 14 different
nationalities, who were pushed
into the Valley to sustain the
conflict. Effectively, the Valley
absorbed these militants and, in
the process, suffered greatly.
The buffer in the Valley that once
absorbed the brunt of Pakistan-
sponsored insurgency has
eroded. Pakistan no longer views
Kashmiri mainstream leaders as
Indian puppets.

Gandhi' s Lotus Remark Ignorance Arrogance or Both?

Environment and Forests,
includes a Silver Lotus
trophy.What does Rahul
Gandhi have to say about the
above? In his blind animosity
towards the BJP, and
particularly, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Rahul Gandhi
has lost his sense of balance.
He would do well to recollect
that both his father, Rajiv,
and great-grandmother,
Kamala, had names which
meant Lotus.Rahul Gandhi's
remarks on the Lotus
unequivocally expose his
ignorance of our nation’s
history and parampara. His
remarks have denigrated both
our nation and its cultural
legacy. It is time he conducts
himself with more dignity and
propriety when speaking in
Parliament again, whether as
Leader of the Opposition or
simply as a Member of
Parliament.
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Life-threatening hurricane Milton makes
landfall inFlorida, flash floods likely

Hurricane Milton, now a Cat-
egory 3 storm, made landfall and
struck Florida near the coastal com-
munity of Siesta Key, after weaken-
ing from a Category 5 storm on
Wednesday morning.While Milton
slightly weakened on Wednesday af-
ternoon to a Category 3 hurricane, the
third-highest level, it was growing in
size as it approached Florida and re-
mained extremely dangerous with
maximum sustained winds of 120 mph
(195 kph), the hurricane centre
said.More than 1 million homes and
businesses were without power
Wednesday in Florida, reports said.
The highest number of outages were
in Sarasota County and neighboring

Manatee County.Heavy rains were
also likely to cause flooding inland
along rivers and lakes as Milton
traverses the Florida peninsula as a
hurricane. In a state already battered
by Hurricane Helene two weeks ago,
as many as two million people were
ordered to evacuate, and at least a
million others live in the projected
path of the storm.Both storms are ex-
pected to cause untold billions of dol-
lars in damage. Once past Florida, it
should weaken over the western At-
lantic, possibly dropping below hurri-
cane strength on Thursday night.

US President Joe Biden warned that
Hurricane Milton is expected to be one
of the “most and worst destructive

hurricanes to hit Florida in over a cen-
tury”. He also urged people to follow
local safety protocols and recommen-
dations. "It's literally a matter of life
and death,” Biden said at a
briefing.Around two million people
have been asked to evacuate just
weeks after thousands lost their
homes due to the damage caused by
Hurricane Helene. At least a million
others live in the projected path of the
storm.

In a post on X as Milton made land-
fall, the Florida Division of Emergency
Management appealed for residents
to "continue to shelter in place and
remain vigilant". "Deadly hazards and
conditions are present well into

Thursday as the storm continues to
move across the state," the agency
said.Several celebrities in the US
joined the lineup for a star-studded
benefit concert, and Taylor Swift do-
nated to hunger relief efforts to help
people affected by Hurricane Helene
and Milton. Swift gave $5 million to
the nonprofit group Feeding America
to assist in the storms' aftermath, ac-
cording to a social media post from
the group.

Over 1 million homes and businesses
were without power in Florida on
Wednesday. The highest number of
outages were in Sarasota County —
where the storm made landfall — and
in neighboring Manatee County.

Could Hurricane Milton stop Trump winning the election?

Nearly every modern US
presidential election cycle has
been upended by an unfore-
seen 'surprise' of one sort or
another.

In July 1972, Democratic
presidential candidate George
McGovern was shocked to
learn, after his party's summer
convention, that his running
mate Thomas Eagleton had se-
cretly received electroshock
therapy to treat bouts of de-
pression.

That was enough to discredit
Eagleton with the grand
poohbahs of the Democratic
Party and help doom
McGovern's campaign.Eight
years later, | was working as a
strategist for Ronald Reagan's
1980 presidential campaign,
when my bosses coined the
phrase 'October Surprise'. They
were concerned that our oppo-
nent, President Jimmy Carter,
would transform the race by ne-
gotiating a last-minute deal with
armed Iranian revolutionaries to
release the 53 American hos-
tages who had been held in
Tehran for over a year.Of
course, everyone wanted the
hostages released no matter
what the circumstances, but it
was our job to anticipate the
potential political fallout of such
an event.Now, in 2024, here we
are again.

It's early October, less than
four weeks until the election
and there's another October
Surprise is in the making.This
one is not man-made. It is not

the result of an unforced error
by a candidate behaving
badly.First and foremost, | pray
that every single person im-
pacted by Hurricane Milton
emerges from this storm safely
and free from property loss.l also
recognize that this, tragically, is
an unlikely outcome. So, | offer
this analysis as a political strat-
egist and pollster, fully aware
that many things in life are more
important than an election.

But is it my job to consider

what may happen — and I've
concluded that Milton may be
a game-changer come Novem-
ber 5.Let me explain:In the
2020 election, Donald Trump
defeated Joe Biden in Florida
by over 370,000 votes, which
equates to barely 3 percent-
age points.That's a decent
margin in the Sunshine State,
but not a dominant one.Trump
won in 2020, in part, by run-
ning up the Republican tally
in ruby-red GOP counties like

Pasco, Marion and Sarasota,
near Tampa.Big turnouts in
those Republican strongholds
offset Democratic wins in blue
regions of the state, like Mi-
ami-Dade County in Florida's
southeast.But now, Hurricane
Milton is blowing its way right
into the heart of Florida — and
places like Pasco and
Sarasota lie directly in its
path.Of all the 15 Florida coun-
ties under mandatory state
evacuation orders, 14 are

dominantly, if not overwhelm-
ingly, Republican.The total
number of registered Republi-
can voters in those 15 coun-
ties is slightly over two million,
while the number of regis-
tered Democrats in those
same counties is about 1.2
million.Approximately
800,000 more registered Re-
publicans than registered
Democrats in the state of
Florida are being told to get
out of their homes.

Trump pledges to end 'double taxation' for Ameri-
cans abroad in latest attempt to woo voters

Donald Trump has added
another economic promise to his
list as he ramps up efforts to se-
cure votes ahead of the presiden-
tial election in November.

The Republican nominee has
vowed to end ‘double taxation’ for
Americans living abroad after pre-
viously pledging to get rid of taxes
on overtime, tips and seniors' so-
cial security payments.'l support

ending the double taxation of
overseas Americans,' Trump an-
nounced in a campaign
statement.US citizens living in
or traveling to other countries are
obligated to pay taxes on their
entire income, even if they
earned that money outside of
America. But that person may
also owe taxes to the country
they are living in, meaning their

funds are taxed twice - once by
the US and once by the other
country. They are required to file
income, estate and gift tax re-
turns and 'pay estimated tax in
the same way as those residing
in the United States,' according
to the US Internal Revenue Ser-
vice.

The IRS also said that Americans
living abroad do not have to pay

US taxes on the first $126,500
they earn and are eligible for
some foreign tax cuts.America
has treaties with other countries
that reduce rates and exemp-
tions. People who claim foreign
tax credits can lessen the
amount they owe in US taxes and
can dodge double taxes on the
money they earned in another
county.

Wealthy Florida mom shows off her 'Milton proof' mansion that
her husband built as hundreds beg them to evacuate

A wealthy Florida mom has
taken to social media to show off
her 'Milton proof' mansion ahead of
the Category 3 storm. The woman,
who goes by the name Kricketfelt
on TikTok, shared multiple clips of
her and her family's preparations for
the forceful storm, as she made it
abundantly clear that they plan to

hunker down in their massive
‘commercial grade' home her hus-
band built. Even though
Floridians have been told by local
law enforcement and the govern-
ment to evacuate their homes, the
mother-of-three is staying put with
her husband and Rottweiler
named Zeus. In her clips, the

woman repeatedly cursed as she
showed viewers around her Florida
mansion, covered in concrete, with
the shoreline right off her backyard.
Viewers quickly flocked to her vid-
eos with many of them ripping her
apart for her humble' attitude, while
others sent her well wishes and
asked her to go live during Hurri-

cane Milton. After documenting
how her home fared during Hurri-
cane Helene, which tore through
the southeastern U.S. and took
more than 185 lives just two weeks
ago, the mother wasted no time
showing her more than 182,000
followers her plans for the antici-
pated storm.
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New Zealand woman jailed after 53-
kg 'severely overfed' pet dog's death

The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals described Nuggi as "one of the

most obese animals we've ever encountered." The dog was so overweight that it
could barely walk and suffered from severe health complications.

(News Agency)-A woman in
New Zealand has been sentenced to two

months in prison after her severely |
obese dog died. The dog, named Nuggi, .

weighed a staggering 53 kg when
rescued by authorities in 2021.
According to a Newsweek

report, the Society for the Prevention of |

Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) said Nuggi
was in such a critical condition that it
could barely walk 10 metres without
stopping to catch his breath. Its legs
were visibly buckling under his immense
weight.

The dog was removed from his owner's
home, where multiple dogs were found,
and placed in the care of the SPCA. A
veterinarian who examined the dog
concluded that the excessive weight
caused severe long-term discomfort and
distress.ltis reported that the owner fed
Nuggi up to 10 pieces of chicken a day,

.

in addition to dog biscuits, and failed to

provide it with adequate exercise.

Despite losing nearly 9 kg in two
months, Nuggi died from a liver
haemorrhage. An autopsy revealed
underlying health issues including liver

US denies involvement in Hamas
leader's killing: "We were not aware'

(News Agency)-US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said on Wednesday
the United States was not involved in the
assassination of Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh, and reiterated the importance of a
ceasefire in Gaza."This is something we
were not aware of or involved in. It's very
hard to speculate," Blinken said in an
interview with Channel News Asia during a
visit to Singapore.lran's Revolutionary
Guards confirmed Haniyeh's death, hours
after he attended a swearing-in ceremony
for the country's new president.Haniyeh,
who leads the Palestinian group and is
normally based in Qatar, has been the face
of Hamas's international diplomacy as the
war set off by the Hamas-led attack on Israel
on October 7 has raged in Gaza."l've

learned over many years never to speculate
on the impact one event may have on
something else," Blinken said when asked
what impact Haniyeh's death might have on
the war.The assassination, less than 24 hours
after Israel claimed to have killed a Hezbollah
commander it said was behind a deadly
strike in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights,
could be a major setback for chances of a
ceasefire agreement in the 10-month-old
war.Blinken, who has been in Asia since late
last week, said a ceasefire and the release
of hostages being held in Gaza was crucial
and the United States would do everything
to make that happen. It's vitally important to
hopefully put things on a better path for more
enduring peace and more enduring security,
so that focus remains."

SPCA chief executive Todd Westwood
described Nuggi as "one of the most
obese animals we've ever encountered."
He stated that the dog was clearly
suffering due to severe overfeeding and
lack of exercise.

Instead of seeking help or fixing the
dog’s diet and lifestyle, Nuggi’'s owner

1 continued to overfeed it until it could

barely walk, he said.

.\ The owner pleaded guilty to neglecting

disease and Cushing's disease.

the dog's physical, health, and
behavioural needs and was sentenced
in the Manukau District Court. In addition
to jail time, she was fined NZ$1,222 (Rs
60,313 approximately) and banned from
owning dogs for a year.

Mexican drug kingpin El Chapo's son
pleads not guilty to drug charges in US

(News Agency)-The son of the
former Sinaloa drug cartel leader Joaquin
"El Chapo" Guzman pleaded not guilty
Tuesday to a raft of charges linked to one
of the world's biggest illicit narcotics
operations, prosecutors said.

Joaquin Guzman Lopez was arrested in a
scheme allegedly orchestrated by
Washington without the involvement of
Mexico, in which he was detained in Texas
last Thursday.

The judge in the case
denied bail and remanded
him in custody, ordering a
case management hearing
for September 30, the
assistant US Attorney's
office said in a statement to
AFP.Many of the details of
the arrest operation, in
which co-founder of the
cartel Ismael Zambada
Garcia, known as "El Mayo," was also taken
into US custody, remain murky.US media
have quoted law enforcement sources as
saying that Zambada was unwittingly lured
across the Mexico border by Guzman
Lopez, one of "ElI Chapo's" four
sons.According to a US Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) report released in May,
the sons were engaged in an "internal battle"
against Zambada, their father's former
partner.Guzman Lopez was indicted by a
federal grand jury on charges of drug
trafficking, money laundering and weapons
charges, according to court documents
previously released by prosecutors.
Broadcaster CNN reported that Guzman

FL

Lopez's lawyer, Jeffrey Lichtman, told
reporters his client faces the death penalty
in the case. Lichtman did not return an AFP
request for comment.There was "no
agreement between Joaquin Guzman and
the government. Period," Lichtman told
reporters in Chicago.Zambada's lawyer,
Frank Perez, has maintained since
Sunday that his client was "kidnapped" and
taken to the United States against his

will.Zambada pleaded not guilty on Friday
to drug trafficking and money laundering
charges before a federal judge in Texas,
and has another court appearance scheduled
for Thursday in El Paso.Guzman Lopez,
aged in his 30s, is among the sons of "El
Chapo"known collectively as "Los Chapitos,"
or "The Little Chapos."El Chapo" was
convicted of drug charges in New York in
2019 and is serving a life sentence in a
maximum security prison.DEA chief Anne
Milgram said Zambada's arrest "strikes at
the heart of the cartel that is responsible for
the majority of drugs, including fentanyl and
methamphetamine, killing Americans from
coast to coast."
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Gulf nations ‘concerned' over behaviour of Pakistan

(News Agency)-A number of Gulf nations,
including the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Kuwait, have
raised grave concerns over the conduct
of Pakistani expatriates and the labour
force, areport by Geo News stated.

The matter was raised by
Secretary Overseas Pakistanis Dr Arshad

Mahmood at a Senate Standing
Committee meeting in Islamabad on
Overseas Pakistanis, where he said that
a number of Gulf countries have voiced
reservations about the behaviour of
overseas Pakistanis.Dr Arshad added
that Pakistanis' work ethics, work
attitudes, and criminal activities are big
issues. In the UAE, they said, Pakistanis
are involved in 50 per cent of crimes, as
communicated by the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries.He said that a
rather concerning issue has been raised
by these countries pointing at the
"inappropriate” behaviour of Pakistanis in
the UAE, including them making videos
in front of women in Dubai.

Kuwait has raised an issue concerning
Pakistani nurses, who are reportedly

SOUTHASIA

refusing to perform certain job-related
duties and instead put the onus on ward
boys for regular day-to-day activities.
Moreover, they do not try and learn the
local language, but also want to go to
Europe after only a six-month stay in the
country.

Meanwhile, Qatar, as per the officials of
the Ministry of Overseas Pakistanis,
complained about Pakistani labourers

refusing to wear safety helmets during
work.Earlier in September 2023, officials
had said that Pakistani beggars travel to
countries like Irag and Saudi Arabia on
the pretext of 'Ziarat' (pilgrimage) and then
indulge in begging-related activities.

As per official data, Pakistani nationals
accounted for 90 per cent of beggars
arrested in these countries.
Furthermore, the officials added that

expats

around 2 million Pakistanis are living in
Saudi Arabia and 400,000 move to the
country every year.

Meanwhile, the Saudi Arabian authorities,
the officials said, have asked Pakistanis
not to send "beggars and sick people".
The officials said that Pakistanis visit
Malaysia for a year, and are then sent to
jail after they extend their stay there.
Meanwhile, Senator Nasir Abbas also
apprised the forum that in Iraq, Pakistanis
are "helpless" as they get hired as cheap
labour, adding that they are kept as
"prisoners" there.

The ministry noted that these nations are
now looking towards African nations for
even cheaper labour.

To counter this adverse situation regarding
the future of the Pakistani labour force in
GCC countries, the officials said that the
ministry is compiling data regarding job
availability and opportunities in various
countries.

A cabinet committee has been set up
under Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
regarding matters related to immigration,
they said.

Pakistan has laid a trap for itself in Gwadar —
by letting conspiracy theories dictate policy

(News Agency)-From his palace
balcony, the Sultan of Muscat and Oman
watched his slaves swim in the pool below,
amusing himself by occasionally shooting
at the fish near their bodies. Tiring
sometimes of this murderous
entertainment, a visiting correspondent
recorded, Sheikh Said bin Taimur passed
the time by sexually assaulting young girls
and torturing his servants. Educated at

Gwadar’s governor. Throughly half-baked,”
foreign secretary Mirza Osman Ali Baig
privately admitted when he was confronted
about the intelligence reports. “He knew this
was nonsense,” the United Kingdom’s High
Commissioner in Karachi, Morrice James,
recorded. The country’s top leadership,
though, went along with the spies’ lies—
with consequences that are still working to

Mayo College in Ajmer, and a habitué of 3 e

London’s Dorchester Hotel, Taimur ensured
his people remained backward. In 1970, the
sultanate had 75 per cent infant mortality
and 5 per cent literacy. Together with
magazines and books, spectacles were
banned, to make sure.

Late in 1957, a top-secret letter arrived in @

London, warning Prime Minister Harold
McMillan that Taimur was taking time
between rape, torture, and murder to design
a plan that would mean war. A covert
defence treaty that would see the coastal
enclave of Gwadar handed over to India.

Ethnic Baloch crime cartels, the four-page
intelligence dossier annexed to Prime
Minister Huseyn Suhrawardy’s now-
declassified letter alleged, were conspiring
with “Indian Hindus and Arab smugglers” to
ruin Pakistan. Taimur allowed Gwadar
cartels to flood Karachi with smuggled gold
and consumer goods, hollowing out the
value of the Pakistani rupee. Employees of
Pakistani origin were being “replaced by
Madrassi and Gujerati Hindus”. An Indian
diplomat was soon to be appointed

pums Pakistankdeeper into the abyss.For
weeks now, Pakistani troops have been
facing off against protestors in Gwadar, who
are demanding accountability for the
thousands of extra-judicial killings and
disappearances that have taken place during
Pakistan’s long counter-insurgency in
Balochistan. Led by the activist Mahrang
Baloch, the protestors have also been
demanding Gwadar residents receive
equitable compensation for China-funded
development projects.Like they did in 1957,
Pakistani officials have been hinting the
protestors are tied to a pro-India plot, run

by the Research and Analysis Wing.
Though R&AW would be guilty of
incompetence if it didn’'t have ties with
Baloch rebels, there’s little evidence that
India is fuelling the deep political anger in
the province. The maniacal conspiratorialism
of Pakistan’s intelligence services is once
again pushing the country’s leadership to
make disastrous missteps.
A land without
borders
“Gwadur has
: failed to Kkill
Lieutenant
Mockler for four
years,” wrote
colonial General
Charles
McGregor when
he arrived in the
@ 7o village on New
el e d, & Year's Day in
1887. “So of course that officer praises
it.”The only materials for a landscape,” the
General complained, “are a glaring,
glittering, glabrous sea for a background, a
shining, sandy plain for mid-distance, and
bare volcanic hills for the background.” Then,
he reflected: “There is no man so bad that
some woman won't speak up for him, and
no place so bad on this earth that someone
won't speak up for it." The many peoples who
lived along the Makran coast inhabited a
world without frontiers: Traffickers and
traders, pirates and fishermen, mercenaries
and defeated rebels all coexisted. From

the coastal villages, small vessels carried
fish, wool, weapons, mercenaries and
slaves to great ports like Hormuz and
Muscat.

Luis de Almeida, the Portuguese naval
admiral, burned down homes and ships in
Pasni and Gwadar in 1581 to punish
villagers who supported pirate raids on his
fleet, historian Willem Floor records—but
the region just didn’t generate enough
revenue for empires to spend money
occupying it.

Folk epics of the Baloch describe heroic
resistance against the Portuguese, led by
the chieftain Mir Hammal Jiand. “In mourning
for Mir Hammal,” the historian Sabir Badal
Khan writes, “Baloch women still do not
wash their heads or comb their hair on
Saturdays.”

Then, in 1784, Sultan bin Ahmad al-Bu'Saidi
fled to Makran after a failed coup directed
at his father’s rule over Muscat. The rebel
prince was granted the jagir, or land grant,
of Gwadar, gaining permission to gather half
its revenues from Nasir Ahmad, the Khan of
the Baloch kingdom of Kalat. The jagir might
have been intended to be temporary, but a
string of Omani forts manned with
mercenaries made it permanent.For much
of the 19th century, the Persian empire and
imperial Britain became locked in a struggle
for power with Kalat, local chiefs and
Gwadar's Omani rulers. Even though Britain
emerged as the preeminent power, scholar
Mikiyo Koyagi has noted that territorial control
of Balochistan continued to be fractured.
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Arjun Rampal reflectson marrying at
24, divorce: Men mature far slower...

Actor Arjun Rampal got divorced from
Mehr Jesia after being married for almost two
decades. He recently spoke about his divorce
and also why he and his girlfriend Gabriella
Demetriades do not feel like getting married
despite being together for many years. Arjun said
to have a successful marriage, one must "wait it
out" before taking the plunge.Speaking on The
Ranveer Show, Arjun said he got married to Mehr
too soon. "l got married when | was 24, and |
think it is too early; you're too young, and there's
alottolearn and experience. You have to become
mature. Guys mature far slower than women do.
It's a proven fact that we are idiots. If you wantto
be successful in it (marriage), wait it out," Arjun
said.The Om Shanti Om actor said that though
he has seen men being married to their childhood
sweethearts and their relationships being
successful, he feels those are just
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"miracles."Recalling the phase of his life when he
was undergoing a divorce from Mehr, with whom
he has two daughters, Mahikaa and Myra, Arjun
said, "It's very difficult; it is not easy on anyone,
and it's the most difficult on children." The actor
also mentioned that it might feel like freedom in
the beginning, but it eventually starts to feel
"uneasy and lonely." He said, "You start to miss
home."™I had come from a broken home when |
was young, and for me to not have succeeded in
marriage was something which | really had to look
back upon and see how did this go wrong and
how did | not see... then | realised why it went
wrong and what were the things, and | take
responsibility for it," Arjun shared.However, the 51-
year-old actor mentioned that now he, his girlfriend
Gabiriella, their two sons, his daughters from the
first marriage and former wife Mehr are all "very
close and loving towards each other."

Bella Hadid breaks silence
over Adidas ad row, says
lacked sensitivity

The Adidas campaign, which featured the SL 72 "coveted
classic" sneakers from the '70s, coincided with the 52nd anniversary
of the Munich Olympics, where 12 Israeli coaches and athletes were
killed by Palestinian terrorists.

After Adidas launched the campaign, the American Jewish Committee
tweeted against the Adidas campaign.

Adidas then apologised and even removed all tweets featuring Hadid
from their X and Instagram handles.

BELLAHADID RESPONDED TO THE UPROAR ON INSTAGRAM
Supermodel Bella Hadid took to Instagram Stories to express her
"disappointment in the lack of sensitivity that went into the campaign".
"I am shocked, | am upset, and | am disappointed in the lack of
sensitivity that went into this campaign. Had | been made aware, from
the bottom of my heart, | would never have participated," Hadid wrote
on her Instagram story on July 29.

She explained that she had no prior knowledge of the historical
connection to the 1972 events before the campaign's release.

"I would never knowingly engage with any art or work that is linked to
a horrific tragedy of any kind. In advance of the campaign's release, |
had no knowledge of the historical connection to the atrocious events
in 1972," Bella wrote.

Supermodel Hadid admitted that both her team and Adidas should
have conducted more research to avoid such a situation.

"While everyone's intentions were to make something positive and
bring people together through art, the collective lack of understanding
from all parties undermined the process. | do not believe in hate in any
form, including antisemitism. That will never waiver, and | stand by that
statement to the fullest extent," she stated.

The supermodel also criticised the idea that Palestine is linked to
terrorism, rejecting the connection between "the liberation of the
Palestinian people" and the antisemitic attack.

Hadid calls herself a "proud Palestinian" and has been vocal in her
support for Gaza in the Israel-Hamas war. She had even marched
against former President Donald Trump's decision to recognise
Jerusalem as Israel's capital.

"Palestine is not synonymous with terrorism and this campaign
unintentionally highlighted an event that does not represent who we
are. | am a proud Palestinian woman and there is so much more to our
culture than the things that have been equated over the past week,"
Hadid wrote on her Instagram story.

| will forever stand by my people of Palestine while continuing to advocate
for a world free of antisemitism. Antisemitism has no place in the
liberation of the Palestinian people. | will always stand for peace over
violence, any day. Hate has no place here, and | will forever advocate
for not only my people, but every person world wide," she added.

Kriti Sanon, rumoured boyfriend Kabir
Bahia dine together in Greece

Actor Kriti Sanon's pictures from her Greece holiday with rumored
boyfriend Kabir Bahia have left fans in a frenzy. After Kriti's sister Nupur
shared pictures from the trip, a few viral photos featured the 'Mimi' actor
enjoying her time with Kabir. B i ——
While Kriti remains silent, a & s :
new set of pictures shows her
sitting next to Kabir and her = .
friends. They can be seen = A
dining at a restaurant while g 4
enjoying a meal with friends.
The photos were shared by a
Reddit user.Additionally, Kriti
Sanon posted a bunch of pictures from the holiday. One of the photos
featured her wearing a black shrug similar to the one worn by Kabir.
Singer Steben Bin, Nupur Sanon's rumoured boyfriend, also accompanied
them on the vacation.
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release of his film “Political War” on Amazon Prime in USA & UK

The Hindi film "Political War," produced
by Mukesh Modi under the banner of
Indie Films Inc., has been making
headlines lately as the censor board has
refused to pass this political drama. Due
to this reason, the
film is not being
released in Indian
cinemas, but it will
hit outside Indiaon | °
Amazon Prime | =
Vidoe in USA & UK.
Mukesh Modi: My
aim is to make films
that create
awareness and |
provide solutions
Mukesh Modi, a
Mumbai-born
filmmaker based in
the United States,
has embarked on a e
journey fueled by passion and a drive to
convey powerful messages through
cinema. His latest project, Political War,
though rejected by the Central Board of
Film Certification, India is poised for a
global release, showcasing Modi’s
resilience in the face of adversity.
Journey into Filmmaking

Modi’'s journey into filmmaking began
with a spark ignited by Bollywood and
nurtured by his relentless pursuit of his
passion. Undeterred by the lack of
connections in the industry, he ventured
to Los Angeles, US to
master the craft,
eventually producing
his own film, driven
" solely by his
| unwavering passion
@ for storytelling and
reaching audiences.
& “My first film, “THE
. ELEVATOR” starring
Oscar Nominee Eric
| Roberts, was sold to
Amazon, and is doing
well on the OTT. This
pushed me to take
the plunge.” After “The
kg Elevator” he has
produced another Hollywood feature film
“TORN?” starring Morgan Freeman son
Alfonso Freeman and Indian Web Series
“MISSON KASHI” these both contents
soon will be released on Amazon Prime.
Handling Challenges and Emotions

For Modi, filmmaking demands
unwavering dedication and detachment

h prime video
3

from emotional attachments. Despite the
setback of India’s censorship rejection,
he remains steadfast in his belief that
every project requires a hundred percent
commitment, regardless of the emotional
toll it may exact. “Of course | am hurt.
But | believe in doing my good karma and
leaving the rest to God. | have made
tremendous sacrifices, both personal
and financial, to make this film.”

Impact of Censorship on Global Release
The rejection by the Indian censor board

N—

poses significant challenges, but Modi
remains undeterred, determined to share
his message beyond borders. While the
lack of approval hampers domestic
distribution, he sees the global release
as an opportunity to reach a broader
audience, albeit with plans to revisit and
resubmit the film for approval in India. “My
opinion is that, the board should suggest
what needs to be altered in a film.
However, just rejecting a film doesn’t make
sense. They need to look into this.”

Neha Sharma takes “mandatory tuk tuk
ride” in Bangkok, then heads back to gym

Priyanka Chopra back home after long outdoor

Bollywood actress Neha Sharma

www beh|ndwoodsﬁoﬁ;M:

is a travel freak and shares her pictures
and videos with her fans whenever she sets
out to explore the world. This time, the
actress shared snippets from her vacation
in Thailand.

Taking to the Stories section of Instagram,
Neha shared a video of herself riding the
famous ‘tuk tuk’ in Bangkok, the capital
of Thailand. Sharing the snippet

accompanied with an auto and white heart
emoji, she wrote: “The
mandatory tuk tuk ride... don'’t
know how to keep the hair in
place though...
#bangkokdiaries.”

She added the song ‘Be Mine’
by Shubh to her video. Also
sharing pictures of two
coconuts in her Instagram
stories, she captioned it:
“Consuming as much as |
possibly can on the last day
here... #Thailand.”Later, she
shared an image of
, scrumptious-looking food,
decorated with flowers. With a
white heart emoji, she wrote:
“When dinner was too pretty
.~ to consume.”Following the
holiday spree, Neha shared a
. snap of the gym and wrote:
. “Backtoit after three days.”On
the work front, Neha is
currently essaying the role of Farah
in the new crime thriller '36 Days’. Set
against the backdrop of a serene
suburban housing estate in Goa, the
thriller takes viewers through a
complex maze of lies, deceit,
romance, and intrigue, as a mysterious
woman shakes up the neighborhood after
entering the scene.

shoot, relishes meal cooked by her mom

Global star Priyanka Chopra,
who has been continuously shooting for
her upcoming action-thriller ‘The Bluff’, is
now back home and has shared a glimpse
of a homemade delicacy cooked by her
mother.

Priyanka, who has 91.7 million followers

on Instagram, took to her Stories section
and posted a picture of palak paneer and
a paratha cooked by her mother, Madhu

Akhouri Chopra.

The post was captioned, “When you
come home to mom after a long days
shoot.”

Earlier, Priyanka had shared some
pictures with her daughter Malti Marie
and her mother while they were enjoying
a cruise ride and whale watching.
The ‘Krrish 3’ actress captioned the
post, “Whale watching made so much
fun and easy...” and tagged the
location as Queensland, Australia.
On the personal front, ‘Miss World
2000’ is married to American singer
and actor Nick Jonas.

They tied the knot in December 2018.
In January 2022, the couple had their
first child, a girl, via surrogacy, named
Malti Marie.

On the professional front, Priyanka
made her acting debut with the 2002
Tamil film ‘Thamizhan’. Her Bollywood
debut was in 2003 with the spy thriller
film “The Hero: Love Story of a Spy’.
The actress will next be seen in the
American swashbuckler drama
‘The Bluff’, co-written by Frank E.
Flowers and Joe Ballarini, with
Flowers also directing. The movie
also stars Karl Urban, Ismael Cruz
Cordova, Safia Oakley-Green, and
Vedanten Naidoo.
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BOOK REVIEW

Ruth Vanita On Love's Rite, Gender.,
Sexuallty And A Sllght Angle

By Shruti Kohli

Both Sharad and Abhik are very
clear that they are attracted to men, that
they are in love with each other. The
difference between them is that Sharad
is not ashamed of it but Abhik is very
English educated and is confused."
Dr Ruth Vanita shared this afterthought
on her newest novel, A Slight Angle,
during a vodcast conversation with me.
The story is set in the midst of socio-
political tensions in pre-independence
India of 1920s. Fast forward to 1980s.
"At least 20 years before any country
legalised same-sex marriage, young
women in India were already getting
married."
The Netherlands was the first to legalise
same-sex marriage in 2001.In her other
book, Love's Rite, Ruth uncovers the
hidden histories of same-sex unions
among women often excluded from
mainstream narratives. "There was no
larger discourse on marriage equality
when these young women were first
reported as getting married to each other
or committing joint suicide," she
remarks.
These women, who were students,
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factory workers, agricultural workers,
domestic workers, and homemakers
from all over the country, existed in a
world that did not recognize their love.
Thingring and Roinathy Basumatary
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from Assam are two such women. They
not only sought legal equality but also
garnered support from their fellow
villagers. "These women were the
pioneers and martyrs for the struggle

for marriage equality," Ruth passionately
describes.A striking moment in our
conversation was when | used the word
gueer to describe people whose sexual
orientation, gender identity, or gender
expression differs from societal norms.
Ruth clarified her stance on the term
'‘queer,’ stating, "l don't use the word
gueer for my work, for my characters.
This is a very recent word."

She emphasised how historical contexts
in ancient civilizations viewed same-sex
relationships as natural variations rather
than aberrations. "The basic meaning
of queer is strange, that hasn't gone
away, that meaning."

In history, especially in the ancient
world, whether it was India,
Greece, Rome, China, Japan,
Egypt, same sex relationships
were not seen as strange. They
were seen as natural variations.
This is how they are depicted, for
example, by Plato and in the Kama
Sutra.

This perspective is vividly explored
in her works, bridging historical
literary traditions and contemporary
discussions on sexuality and identity.
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They're popping up in papads,
jams and cakes; as health
boosts in bread and coffee; and
in urban gardens

"People are realising that
mushrooms are a real
superfood," says Anuradha
Srivastava, a food technologist at
the Indian Council of Agricultural

HEALTH

Research - Directorate of
Mushroom Research (ICAR-
DMR) in Himachal Pradesh.
"They contain no sugar, so they're
ideal for diabetics. They're good
for those with high blood pressure
or cholesterol and they contain
many of the trace nutrients that
our bodies need."

At the government-run ICAR-
DMR, innovations have led to a
versatile mushroom powder that
is being used to make a
multigrain mushroom bread,
biscuits and papads. Their
mushroom pickles are also now
widely available across the
country and on e-commerce

platforms. The R&D team is now
working on a mushroom spread,
murabba, and a mushroom
bhujiya.

Brands like Urban Platter have a
range of mushroom powders to
choose from. Wholesalers like
The Mushroom Co have branched
out into the quirky as well. "We
make a coffee mix infused with
cordyceps mushroom extract,
known to be a mild aphrodisiac
and widely used for its medicinal
and strengthening effects," says
founder Rohhaan Gawde. As

chefs return to local, season
produce, mushrooms are
becoming a favourite ingredient
because of their ability to absorb
other flavours," says Sarah
Edwards, a recipe developer
who runs Copper & Cloves in
Bengaluru. "They're also easy
to cook, with a subtle nutty
flavour that complements
sauces, savoury dishes and
certain desserts." Their fleshy
texture and high-protein content
make them a go-to meat
substitute.

The good kind of shots

Ever done shots thatare good for health? Try out these nutrient-packed drinks that can be made athome

Can a shot a day keep the doctor away? It can help, if
you're taking the right kinds of shots - wellness boosts
packed with antioxidants, minerals, vitamins and
nutrients. The most popular are ginger shots, but you
can also shoot turmeric, cinnamon or apple cider
vinegar. Some have anti-inflammatory properties,
others help strengthen your bones. And
they can all be made at home.
Here's how.

GINGER SHOTS

Take a 1-inch piece of fresh ginger
root, grind and strain it to extract
about 1 tsp of concentrated juice. Add
lemon or orange juice, turmeric, pepper
and honey to taste.
"Ginger contains
gingerol, a
substance that
aids in digestion,

Ambani Hospital, Mumbai.
CINNAMON SHOTS
Soak a cinnamon stick in water, add a bit of honey,
and sip (ideally, don't down this in one go; it's absorbed
better in small quantities). "Cinnamon influences the
manner in which sugar is metabolised, helping to cut
fat accumulation," says Samant. This shot can help
ease menstrual cramps, adds Seema Singh, chief
clinical nutritionist at Fortis
Hospital, Delhi.
» TURMERIC SHOTS
The curcumin in turmeric is a very
strong anti-oxidant. "This makes
turmeric shots a great anti-
inflammatory. It helps ease joint
pains, and boosts
e C < immunity,” says
Singh. Mix 1 tsp
haldi in a cup of

andcanhelptreat coconut water;
many forms of v - , add ginger,
nausea, especially \, honey and
morning sickness in | . lemon to
pregnant women," » taste. A pinch
says Bhakti Samant, v < . of freshly ground
chief dietician at _a - black pepper will help the body
Kokilaben  Dhirubhai . absorb the curcumin better.

CHIA SHOTS

"Chia is rich in Omega 3 fatty acids. They are a
source of antioxidants, which are believed to have
cardiac, anti-ageing and anti-carcinogenic
characteristics," says Samant.

Soak 1 tsp chia seeds in water for at least 10 minutes.
Down like a shot; it's so filling, you can have it in
place of a snack.
APPLE CIDER VINEGAR SHOTS)

Popularly known as ACV, apple cider vinegar is an
alkaline, probiotic-rich ingredient known to reduce
muscle pain, headaches, and boost digestion.

For an ACV shot, mix 1 tsp of apple cider vinegar in
100ml of water and add ice cubes. Restrict to one
shot a day.
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Ancient forts and palaces are
often considered to be portholes
for travelling back in time.
Standing strong since centuries,
they take us onavisual expedition
through the many journeys that have
shaped history. During a recent trip
to Kerala, we decided to explore the
lesser-known palaces of the
Kingdom of Travancore. These
palaces do not seem massive at
first sight. However, they have
several sections that spread out
across acres of grounds. We get
to see a cluster of smaller single
or double-storeyed structures with
gabled and tiled roofs. The
architectural brilliance of the place,
is reflected through intricate carvings
andfunctionality of layout. Several
centuries old, each palace tells

TRAVEL

the story of the kingdom and its
relations with other kingdoms
within and outside India.
Kuthiramalika (150+ years old)
Literally meaning the horse
palace, it derives its name from
the 122 smiling horse heads -
visible from the palace's main
entrance - carved into the beams
that support the roof. Built in the
1840s by the then Maharaja of
Travancore, Swathi Thirunal
Balarama Varma, the palace is
situated near the
Padmanabhaswamy Temple.
Given that you have adhered to
the dress code of the temple, you
can club your visit to both the
places.Also called Puthen
Malika, the palace's architecture
boasts of the use of rosewood,
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teakwood, marble and granite.
While visiting the interiors, you're
not allowed to wear footwear. So,
it is hard to miss the glossy
smoothness of some sections of
the floor. The reason behind itis
the use of a mixture made of egg
whites, charcoal, and limestone,
which keeps the floor cool even
on hot days.The well-trained
guides here take you on a
systematic journey explaining to
you the many sections of the
palace. Itis truly a travel back in
time as we see the thrones, the
ivory cradles, the palanquins, the
arms and other artefacts, once
used by the royals.Also known
as Nedumangad Valiya Koyikkal
Palace, it was the royal
headquarters of the Perakam
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A Vvisit to the palaces in
Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala, gives an insight

into the myriad
opulence of the bygone
eras

dynasty. It was built in the 16th
century for Queen Umayamma of
the Venad Royal Family.
Currently, the Kerala State
Department of Archaeology is the
custodian of the palace and
maintains the Folklore and
Numismatic museums inside the
property. The former has a huge
collection of ancient artefacts that
played a vital role in the day-to-
day activities of common people
as well as the royals. One can
see the rare chandravalayam, the
small percussion instrument
played while reciting the ballad
of Lord Rama, here. The latter
has an exhaustive collection of
coins and is a must-visit for those
who collect them. The coins on
display here reflect the ancient
kingdom's trade relations with the
Roman and Venetian dynasties,
among others. Apart from guides,
there are kiosks that tell you all about
palace's history. Unlike our previous
visits, the trip to Kilimanoor Palace,
famous for being the birthplace of
Raja Ravi Varma (RRV), was filled
with surprises. To begin with, we
couldn't spot a single tourist, and it
was eerily quiet, except for the
distant sounds of someone
practising Carnaticvocals. The
palace was devoid of any signs
or guardsmen, too. Past the
imposing gate, called padippura,

we found the source of the
Carnatic music - a guru and
shishya with a harmonium
placed at the centre. The room
turned out to be the former studio
of RRV. Now, it was filled with
his paintings and a lamp was lit
in his honour, below a massive
picture of him at thefarthest end.
The guru introduced himself as
Rama Varma Thamburan, the
sixth descendant of RRV, and
apologised that he won't be able
to let us in for "it was private
property". However, as soonas he
gotto know that we had come from
out of state, he showed us the
palace grounds and explained the
architecture. It resembled most of
Kerala's residential homes from that
era, adhering to the 'nalukettu’,
meaning beyond the imposing
arch or the main gate, there were
clusters of small and medium-
sized houses, two ponds, wells,
and sacred groves (kaavu). We
were denied entry to the sacred
forest, but we could witness the
exterior architecture - there was
a blue Frenchinspired building,
commissioned by RRV, which
clearly stood out - the ancient
wooden carvings, and paintings.
We also got to see one of the two
ponds, which in a surreal
manner seemed to reflect the
stillness of time.
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Radical preacher raising millions to buy
Scottish island, create Sharia country

Sheikh Yasser al-Habib left
Kuwait and reached the UK. This was no
simple change of country. He was facing
10 years of imprisonment in absentia for
spreading extremism in his home country.
Now, two decades later, the London-based
preacher is buying a small island in
Scotland for his community of Sharia
followers.

Al-Habib, 45, is already in
"advanced talks" to buy the island of Torsa,
off the west coast of Scotland, reports The
Daily Mail of the UK. He runs military-style
training camps and aims to build schools,
hospitals and mosques associated with his
organisation on the island."They will have
their own army, their own justice system,
they will manage their own schools and
hospitals," said Sarah Zaaimi, a deputy
director for communications at the
American think tank Atlantic Council, who
has worked on Al-Habib. "It does challenge
the notion of sovereignty.”

MUSLIMS 'FROM ALL OVER THE
WORLD' CAN COME HERE

In arecentvideo, Sheikh Yasser al-Habib
asked his supporters to donate £3.5 million
to buy the island. He has made a promise
of allowing Muslims "from all over the world
to get a visa to live in their new homeland".
“If you want to live free under the banner of
the imam [Shia leader], in a special
homeland where you feel everything in it

reminds you of the awaited mahdi,
everything is the Shia homeland &eze
support this project,” said Al-Habib.
"Here, my brothers, God willing, we want
to build a large mosque, a school and a
hawza [Shia seminary]. We want this
place to be a homeland to the Shias and
the believers," he added.

Al-Habib's plan concerns the people living
on the neighbouring island of Luing, they
told the Daily Mail.

"I've spent much of my life working in
Muslim countries, so | have no issues
whatsoever with that community, but this
group does seem alarming from what I've
just seen now", he told The Daily Mail.
CONCERNS ABOUT THE EXTREMIST

CLERICAL-HABIB

Al-Habib has been accused of giving rise
to sectarian sentiments in Britain and in
the Arab world between Shia and Sunni
Muslims. He has his headquarters in
Fulmer, South Buckinghamshire.

He has been raising funds through his
controversial channel, Fadak TV.
Nicknamed The Mullah of Fulmer, he
spreads sectarian views and even hate on
his channel, according to UK media
reports.

The cleric has a high following among
Britain's 400,000 Shia Muslims and
millions across the globe.

Now, the next thing on his list is to buy an
island for his group, Mahdi (Messiah)

Servants Union (MSU).

AL-HABIB'S ORGANISATION BLAMED
FOR EMBASSY ATTACKS

The MSU has attacked several foreign
embassies on religious issues, such as
the Azerbaijani Embassy in August 2022,
and the Saudi Arabian Embassy in the
same year.Azerbaijan's Foreign Ministry
said the attack had been done by "radical
religious group members."

The British embassy in Azerbaijan

' condemned the attacks.

"They will have their own army, their own
justice system, they will manage their own
schools and hospitals, and people from
around the world will be able to migrate to
this homeland," said Sarah Zaaimi of
American think tank Atlantic Council.

"It does challenge the notion of sovereignty.
It's puzzling to me how the UK authorities
are allowing such a discourse. You are
fundraising for the creation of a sovereign
country on the margins of another
country," she added.

He also said that he enjoyed the
October 7 attack by the Palestinian
group Hamas on Israel. "Who among us
does not enjoy retaliation of the Zionist
enemy? We were all buoyed by this news,"
he said.

The neighbours of the island joked maybe
Taylor Swift would buy it, but nobody had
imagined it would be Al-Habib.

How Israel killed Palestinian commander Wadie Haddad with toothpaste in 1978

By Ananya Bhattacharya

It was an uneventful mid-January
day in 1978 in Baghdad when Wadie
Haddad began suffering from severe
abdominal spasms after a regular meal.
Haddad was the chief of the Palestinian
organisation, Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine. His appetite was
gone. He lost more than 25 pounds, and
was taken to an Iragi government hospital.
The doctors there diagnosed him with
hepatitis. They followed by saying it was a
case of a very bad cold. Powerful antibiotics
were administered. Haddad was treated by
the best of Baghdad doctors. But his
condition did not improve.The needle of
suspicion pointed at poisoning, but what
or how, the doctors had no clue.Yasser
Arafat, the leader of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation, asked an aide to get help
from the Stasi, East Germany's Secret
Service. This was a time when the Soviets
helped the Palestinian fighters and provided
them with passports, shelter, weapons and
intelligence.When Arafat's aide reached out
to the East German Secret Service, or the
Stasi, Haddad was moved from Baghdad
to East Berlin. He was admitted to a
hospital where they treated intelligence and
secret-service community members. It was
March 19, 1978. By now, Haddad had spent
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two very painful months in the Baghdad
hospital, without anyone being able to figure
out what was wrong with him.When East
Berlin intervened, Arafat hoped the results
would be a little clearer. Haddad was
admitted to the Regierungskrankenhaus.
While being airlifted from Baghdad,
Haddad's helpers packed a bag of toiletries
along. It had a tube of toothpaste too.

By the time Haddad reached Berlin, he was
a'dead man walking'.
Forty-one-year-old Ahmed Doukli, the
name Haddad was admitted under to the
East Berlin hospital, was haemorrhaging

LW ‘
in many places. The pericardium around
his heart was leaking blood. The
haemorrhaging was at the root of his
tongue, his pleural membranes, his tonsils,
and even his urine. His platelet count
dropped dangerously.

He was put through all possible tests by
the doctors at the hospital, but there was
nothing to be found. Their conjecture was:
either rat-poison or thallium poisoning,
given that it was not a sudden death. There
was no physical evidence in Haddad to
help the doctors come to a conclusion,
much like what happened with the doctors

in Baghdad.

For ten days, Haddad lived in the worst of
agony. His screams could be heard all
through the hospital in East Berlin, and
doctors had to keep him sedated all day
and night. Then, on March 29, Haddad was
dead.A full autopsy followed.

The Stasi received the details of Haddad's
death from a forensic expert, Professor
Otto Prokop. The report said that Haddad
died due to 'brain bleeding and pneumonia
by panmyelopathy', and that there was
'room for suspicion that someone had
assassinated him'. In short, more of the
same.

So, what really happened to Wadie
Haddad?

Wadie Haddad, or Abu Hani, the chief of
PFLP, had orchestrated the Entebbe
Hijacking of Air France Flight 139 on June
27,1976. The flight took off from Tel Aviv for
Paris via Athens. While in Athens, 58
passengers boarded the plane. There were
four hijackers among them.Under the
instruction of Wadie Haddad, two PFLP
terrorists joined forces with two Germans from
the German Revolutionary Cells. The plane
was flown to Benghazi in Libya, where the
hijackers had to release British-born Israeli
citizen Patricia Martell, who cut herself and
pretended to have a miscarriage.



Friday 2 August to 8 August 2024

SPECIAL REPORT

Sarfira To Shehzada, Bollywood's Obsession With Remakes Is Destroying It

By Latha Srinivasan

Akshay Kumar's latest film,
Sarfira, was a no-show at the box office.
This is possibly his 11th film to fail so badly
in a row. Sarfira was the remake of the
superhit Tamil film Soorarai Pottru, based
on the life of Captain G.R. Gopinath, who
founded Air Deccan. Even though the
filmmaker behind the original version,
Sudha Kongara, directed the Hindi remake
too, the film has managed to collect just
around ? 22 crore since its release on July
12. While one may say that Akshay Kumar
needs to relook his career, there's another
popular opinion lately: the Hindi film
industry's obsession with remakes needs
to stop.
A Look At Some 'Big' Films
Vikram Vedha, Bholaa, Selfiee, Jersey,
Bachchan Pandey, Shehzaada, Mili,
Katputli, Laxmii, Lal Singh Chaddha, The
Girl on the Train - what do all these films
have in common? They are all remakes
of films from other languages, including
English, and all failed miserably at the box
office. Take a look at Indian box office hits
in 2022 - the top 10 films were RRR, KGF:
Chapter 2, Brahmastra Part One: Shiva,
Vikram, Ponniyin Selvan: Part 1, Kantara,
Drishyam 2 (Hindi), The Kashmir Files,
Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2, and Beast. There are
only three original Hindi films in the list,

the rest are all South Indian flicks.

Cut to 2023, and its top 10 films - Jawan,
Pathaan, Animal, Gadar 2, Salaar Part
1, Leo, Jailer, Tiger 3, Rocky Aur Rani Kii
Prem Kahaani and Adipurush. Of these,
seven were Hindi films and none was a
remake, while two Hindi films had South
directors. In 2024, so far, Munjya, Hanu-
Man (Hindi), Kalki 2898 AD, Shaitaan,
Article 370 and Kill have been declared
hits. While Shaitaan was a remake of
Vash, a Gujarati film, Munjya, Article 370
and Kill were original screenplays. In fact,
Killis now set to be remade in Hollywood.
Latest and Breaking News on NDTV
Akshay Kumar's latest film, Sarfira, was
a no-show at the box office. This is
possibly his 11th film to fail so badly in a

row. Sarfira was the remake of the
superhit Tamil film Soorarai Pottru, based
on the life of Captain G.R. Gopinath, who
founded Air Deccan. Even though the
filmmaker behind the original version,
Sudha Kongara, directed the Hindi
remake too, the film has managed
to collect just around ? 22 crore
since its release on July 12. While
one may say that Akshay Kumar needs
to relook his career, there's another
popular opinion lately: the Hindi film
industry's obsession with remakes needs
to stop.

A Look At Some 'Big' Films

Vikram Vedha, Bholaa, Selfiee, Jersey,
Bachchan Pandey, Shehzaada, Mili,
Katputli, Laxmii, Lal Singh Chaddha, The

Girl on the Train - what do all these films
have in common? They are all remakes
of films from other languages, including
English, and all failed miserably at the box
office. Take a look at Indian box office hits
in 2022 - the top 10 films were RRR, KGF:
Chapter 2, Brahmastra Part One: Shiva,
Vikram, Ponniyin Selvan: Part 1, Kantara,
Drishyam 2 (Hindi), The Kashmir Files,

¢ Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2, and Beast. There are

only three original Hindi films in the list,
he rest are all South Indian flicks.
Cutto 2023, and its top 10 films - Jawan,
Pathaan, Animal, Gadar 2, Salaar Part
1, Leo, Jailer, Tiger 3, Rocky Aur Rani
Kii Prem Kahaani and Adipurush. Of
these, seven were Hindi films and none
was a remake, while two Hindi films
had South directors. In 2024, so far,
Munjya, Hanu-Man (Hindi), Kalki 2898
AD, Shaitaan, Article 370 and Kill have
been declared hits. While Shaitaan
was a remake of Vash, a Gujarati film,
Munjya, Article 370 and Kill were
original screenplays. In fact, Kill is now
set to be remade in Hollywood.

What this quick analysis clearly
underlines is that the Indian audience
wants original content. Remakes -
especially badly made ones - are
something nobody is willing to waste
precious money and time on.

Serena Fleites: Pornhub Victim Is Trying to Heal From the Past Now

By Kriti Mehrotra

As a documentary
movie that shines a light upon
the dark side of the adult
entertainment  industry,
Netflix’s ‘Money Shot: The
Pornhub Story’ can only be
described as intriguing and
haunting. That’s because it
profiles not just the rise of the
titular audio-video platform but
also the way it essentially
supported sex trafficking,
sexual assault, as well as
explicit abuse for nearly a
decade. Amongst those
whose tales have thus been
featured is none other than
Serena Fleites — so now, if
you wish to learn more about

her, her ordeal, and her current
standing, we've got you covered.
Who is Serena Fleites?

It was back in 2014 when
Serena’s entire world literally
turned upside down despite the
fact she was merely in the
eighth grade and often did quite
okay in her local Bakersfield,
California school. The truth is the
14-year-old had recently begun
dating a boy a year older —
someone she reportedly
genuinely had a crush on — just
for him to soon pressure her to
send a video undressing. Her so-
called boyfriend would allegedly
declare that if they were indeed
in a relationship and she loved
him as she said, she should

have no problem making
such personal, explicit clips
for him.

Serena hence obliged,
driving him to ask for more
and more videos as the days
passed, making her feel both
reluctant as well as wholly
flattered at the same time,
according to her own
narrative. Though the one
thing she failed to consider
was that these tapes could
get circulated among the
guys in her school and then
land on sites like Pornhub,
which is sadly precisely what
happened. “A lot of people in
the grades above me —
mostly guys — they would
try to harass me and
blackmail me,” the teen once
revealed, detailing a small
part of the bullying she
subsequently had to endure.
Serena continued, “[They
would say] if | didn’t do stuff
with them or | didn’t send
them more videos..., they
would send [old ones] to my
family: my grandma, my
mom, my sisters, my brother.”
The boy she’d been dating was
actually suspended once the

news broke, yet she still
decided to switch schools
since she simply couldn’t
attend any classes at the former
in shame as well as in fear. But
alas, rumors regarding her clips
reached this new place too,
practically forcing her to drop
out because her efforts to both
start afresh and have the video

deleted from Porhub
completely failed.
Serena had admittedly

pretended to be her mother
when she first contacted
Pornhub, stating the tape was
clearly child pornography, only
for them to take a minimum of
a week or two to respond. They
did ultimately take it down, yet
by this point, so many people
had already downloaded the
entire thing that it was back up
on the site within days, which
happened again and again and
again. Though the worst part is
the fact Serena actually has a
hormone disorder where she
ages slowly, meaning she
might've been 14 in the clips,
but she looked no older than
9 or 10, and it was evident.

Where is Serena Fleites Now?
This entire experience went to

such a traumatic extent it
unfortunately led Serena to
have anxiety, depression, as
well as suicidal thoughts going
much beyond what she could
have ever conceived. She cut
herself deep, once swallowed
every anti-depressant pill she
could find, and even attempted
to hang herself in the
bathroom, but thankfully
medics always arrived just in
time to save her. Yet none of it
hindered her downward spiral
in any way, shape, or form,
resulting in the teen being a
dropout, homeless, and
addicted to meth + opioids
without a support system or
any sense of self-
care.Because Serena had to
feed her drug habit in some
way, she admittedly began
selling nude photos/videos of
herself through Craigslist as
she believed it was a good way
to punish herself. She thought
she’d landed herself in this
position, so she wasn’t worthy
of anything anymore since
everybody had already seen
her body — the truth is she
may’'ve been naive, but it
wasn’t her fault.



