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British-Indian doc's film on pharma industry premleres in UK

'First! Do No Pharm', which is packed with testimonies from leading medical and sector experts from around the world, seeks to expose

the unscrupulous behaviour of the pharma industry and medical research fraud perpetuating a cycle of corruption worldwide

British-Indian cardiologist and healthy
lifestyle campaigner Aseem Malhotra pre-
miered a new documentary in London's
Leicester Square to throw the spotlight
on the global pharmaceutical industry's
profit-focused approach towards health
care.'First! Do No Pharm', which is packed

with testimonies from leading medical and ¢

sector experts from around the world,
seeks to expose the unscrupulous
behaviour of the pharma industry and

medical research fraud perpetuating a 4

cycle of corruption worldwide.

The premiere on Monday evening was in-
troduced by British-Indian filmmaker
Gurinder Chadha, who praised Malhotra
for his commitment to his Hippocratic
Oath, the ethics pledge historically taken
by physicians.Advertisement"Aseemis a
very old friend of mine and | have watched
his brave and often perilous journey con-
fronting corruption and malpractice,” said
Chadha."He does this in defence of the
Hippocratic Oath, which he took in de-
fence of my health and of millions like me
who constantly are looking for the truth
about health care. He will not stop until
we all understand his vital mission for our
benefit," she said.Having previously cam-

paigned against the wholesale statin us-
age and the dangers of high sugar con-
sumption, Malhotra wanted to explore the
state of the broader health system and
the feared corruption within that perpetu-
ates certain myths around heart
disease. This film is the most incendiary
work | have ever completed. It is going to
make a lot of profit-hungry people in the
pharmaceutical industry unhappy. But it
is going to save lives and that is all that
matters,” said Malhotra."We have a pan-
demic of misinformed doctors and misin-
formed and unwittingly harmed patients.
It is time to put an end to this once and
for all," he said.The film, directed by docu-

mentary filmmaker Donal O'Neill, uses a
personal storytelling style with interviews
of key experts around the world, includ-
ing Indian American Professor Jay
Bhattacharya and Indian environmental
activist Vandana Shiva.“We need to ap-
ply quite a big dose of scepticism to the
medical literature. Medical journals will
publish a pharmaceutical trial and then
will be paid quite large sums for providing
the pharmaceutical company with reprints
of that article. And it's very hard for an
editor to remove that conflict when mak-
ing an editorial decision,” said Dr Fiona
Godlee, former editor-in-chief of the ‘Brit-
ish Medical Journal' (BMJ), who is among

i1 those interviewed in the film.ir Richard Th-

ompson, former president of the Royal

i College of Physicians, calls for a public

inquiry into the "murky practices of big
pharma" so that doctors can know that
when they prescribe a drug, they are truly
putting their patients first and not the fi-
nancial interests of the drug companies
and their shareholders."For too long doc-
tors have had to make clinical decisions
based on non-transparent data on the ef-
ficacy and side-effects of drugs that are
curated by the drug industry, whose ba-
sic motive is to put profits before patients.
Therefore, invariably the safety and ben-
efits of many important drugs, such as
statins, are exaggerated, so that avoid-
able illness, and even deaths, occur from
the side-effects that have often been ig-
nored or denied by the industry,” he
said.After some of the very grim progno-
sis, the film concludes with a visit to Mount
Abu in Rajasthan where cardiologist Dr
Satish Gupta's lifestyle modification meth-
ods to reverse heart damage from blocked
arteries and the many benefits of yoga are
explored.The film is now available online
and will have exclusive screenings across
the US and India in the coming months.
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Singapore's Indian-origin ex-minister pleads guilty in graft case

Iswaran was arrested in July last year and was accused of taking kickbacks worth

Singapore's former Transport Minister S
Iswaran has pleaded guilty to receiving
gifts while in office, local media reported,
as proceedings began on Tuesday in a
rare graft trial involving a state official in
this Asian financial hub.The case has
gripped the wealthy city-state which
prides itself on having a well-paid and effi-
cient bureaucracy as well as strong gov-
ernance. Iswaran, who joined the cabinet
in 2006, is the first Singaporean minister
to be tried in court.The 62-year-old was
arrested in July last year and was accused
of taking kickbacks worth hundreds of
thousands of dollars from property tycoon
Ong Beng Seng, partly to advance Ong's
business interests. Ong has not been
charged with any offence.lswaran had pre-
viously rejected the allegations when he
resigned from the cabinet.In court, he had
pleaded guilty to the charges of obstruct-
ing justice and of a public servant accept-
ing anything of value without payment, or

hundreds of thousands of dollars from property tycoon Ong Beng Seng

with inadequate payment, from a person
with whom he is involved in an official ca-
pacity, Channel News Asia (CNA) re-
ported, instead of the charges that include

corruption.Prosecutors also reduced the
charges facing Iswaran to five from 35,
CNA said. The remaining 30 charges will
be taken into consideration for sentenc-

ing, itadded.The charge of accepting gifts
carries a jail term of up to two years and
afine. For obstructing justice, Iswaran can
be sentenced to jail of up to 7 years and
afine.The last corruption case involving a
Singaporean minister was in 1986, when
the national development minister was
investigated for allegedly accepting bribes.
The minister died before he could be
chargedin court.

According to charge sheets in
January, the alleged favours Iswaran re-
ceived included tickets to English Premier
League soccer matches, musicals, a
flight on Ong's private plane and tickets
to the Singapore Formula 1 Grand
Prix.Iswaran was advisor to the Grand
Prix's steering committee, while Ong
owns the rights to the race.Singapore
was among the world's top 5 least cor-
rupt countries last year, according to
Transparency International's corruption
perception index.

Attorney Pleads Guilty to Obtaining Fraudulent
Economic Injury Disaster Loans and Money Laundering

ATLANTA - Sanjay Patel, an attorney who
formerly operated a Georgia-based real
estate law firm, has pleaded guilty to
fraudulently obtaining nearly $300,000 in
Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL)
during the COVID-19 pandemic, and to
using his attorney escrow account to laun-
der more than $250,000 from unrelated

investor fraud schemes.“This office will
remain steadfast in coordinating with our
federal law enforcement partners to iden-
tify and hold accountable those who de-
frauded the government’s COVID relief
programs,” said U.S. Attorney Ryan K.
Buchanan. “It is especially aggravating
that Patel, an attorney, not only used his

Police investigating anti-Modi graffiti
attack on New York temple as hate crime

Police in New York are investigating the
vandalism of a major Hindu temple as a
possible hate crime.A sign board and
driveway of the Bochasanwasi Shri
Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan
Sanstha (BAPS) temple in Melville, Suf-
folk County, was defaced with spray
paint, the police said.The vandals wrote
"anti-Hindu" messages that also tar-
geted Indian prime minister Narendra
Modi, the police said. The incident took
place between 7pm (local time) on Sun-
day and 6.30am on Monday, they added.
The Suffolk police said its Hate Crimes
Unit was investigating the graffiti, which
had “threatening and derogatory anti-
Hindu messages”. The graffiti was painted
on the sign board and driveway of the
temple, which was inaugurated in 2016.
The incident comes just days ahead of
Mr Modi's scheduled visit to Long Island
on 22 September, where he will address
a community event at the Nassau Vet-
erans Memorial Coliseum.The Indian
consulate on Monday condemned the
incident and urged the US authorities to

take action against "the perpetrators of
this heinous act".BAPS Swaminarayan
Sanstha, the organisation that runs the
temple, held a prayer meeting at the site
of the vandalism with US members of
Congress Nick Lalota, Tom Suozzi, and
senator Mario Mattera in attendance.
"There is too much hate," Mr Suozzi wrote
on X following the prayer meeting. "Such
acts of vandalism, bigotry, and hate are
happening far too often because of in-
flammatory rhetoric by national leaders,
extremism, and lack of accountability,"
the Democrat said."Acts like these are
un-American and contradict the core val-
ues of our nation.Police in New York are
investigating the vandalism of a major
Hindu temple as a possible hate crime.
A sign board and driveway of the
Bochasanwasi Shri Akshar Purushottam
Swaminarayan Sanstha (BAPS) temple
in Melville, Suffolk County, was defaced
with spray paint, the police said.The van-
dals wrote "anti-Hindu" messages that
also targeted Indian prime minister
Narendra Modi, the police said.

professional standing to commit money
laundering, but he also defrauded the
American taxpayer out of hundreds of
thousands of dollars.”The U.S. Postal
Inspection Service will continue to ensure
fraudsters who sought to enrich them-
selves with funds from pandemic-assis-

tance programs are held accountable,”
said Tommy D. Coke, Inspector in Charge
of the Atlanta Division. “This case serves
as a reminder to individuals that engage
in unlawful activity that law enforcement
will spare no resource to bring you to jus-
tice for your criminal activity.”
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SAGA celebrates 20th Annual Golf Outing with SAGA Open 2024

Lawrence Township, NJ:
The South Asian Golf
Association (SAGA) held its
20" Annual Golf Outing on
September 21 as a spectacular
celebration of the gentle game,
community, and friendly
competition. he daylong SAGA
Open brought together over 70
enthusiastic golfers at
Cobblestone Creek Country
Club in Lawrence Township,
NJ. Everybody enjoyed an
unforgettable day on the greens
with clear skies, perfect
weather, and a spirit of
camaraderie.Known for its
thrilling competition and warm,
welcoming atmosphere, the
SAGA Open has established
itself as a premier event for the
South Asian golfing community.
Using a handicapped-based
scoring system, players of all
skill levels are in contention to
win the year-long competition.
his year’s final tournament
kicked off with a shotgun start.
Both seasoned players and
eager newcomers teed off for a
chance to win prestigious
prizes, including a Mercedes-
Benz for a hole-in-one,
sponsored by Mercedes-Benz
of Princeton. The Anish Joshi
Memorial Trophy, awarded to

the overall 2024 SAGA Tour
Champion, was the highlight of
the day, which comes with a
one-week vacation anywhere in
the world, donated by Dr. Anil
& Mrs. Anju Joshi, parents of
late Anish Joshi - a former
member and strong supporter.
Deep Thapliyal was declared
the winner of the Anish Joshi
Memorial Trophy. Following are
other SAGA Tour 2024
winners:For Flight 1, Deep
Thapliyal, Varun Malhotra, and
Amit Parekh took first, second,
and third place, respectively.
For Flight 2, Niraj Desai, Jassi
Singh, and Shashi Gautam
took 1st, 2m. and 3" place,
respectively. For Flight 3, Ankit
Patel, Haresh Majmundar, and
Jayesh Parikh claimed 1st,
2nd, and 3 place. Ronak
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Patel, who reduced handicap
from 20.3 to 14.7, was declared
Most Improved Golfer.In other
SAGA Open 2024 Highlights,
Low Gross Score was carded
by Santosh Hanumaiah -
Score of 75 (Winner with Tie-
breaker, tied with Abdhullah
Vohra).Closest to the Pin
claimants were: Hole #2: Tito
Singh (6' 9"); Hole #4: Romil
Bhagat (18' 4"); Hole #7: Amit
Sud (1' 9"); Hole #11: Jassi
Singh (5' 4"); and Hole #14:
Santosh Hanumaiah (8' 5").
Closest to the Line: Hole #13:
Rajeev Chaudhary (3").The
UnitedHealthcare Cup was
awarded to the victorious
SAGA The Gate Squad’ Team,
led by captain Deep Thapliyal.
His team, consisting of Amit
Parekh, Varun Malhotra,

Shashi Gautam, Sachin Mally,
Sanjay Seth, Ashish Shah, and
Uday Patel, celebrated a hard-
fought win, rounding off an
incredible day of golf. The
SAGA Board and the Tour
committee ensure that
competitive integrity is
maintained and stays true to
the sport. In keeping with
SAGA’s commitment to
nurturing young talent, three
deserving students were
awarded the SAGA Junior /
Anish Joshi College
Scholarships ($1,650 each) for
their academic and golfing
achievements: Tanya Chowdary
— Bentley University, MA, Tanvi
Samayam - Nova
Southeastern University, FL,
and Vikram Bajaj — Stonybrook

University, NY.As the sun set over

Cobblestone Creek Country Club,
golfers and guests gathered in the
ballroom for a fun-filled awards
ceremony. Laughter, stories, and
smiles filled the room as everyone
celebrated the 20th anniversary
of the SAGA Golf Open.SAGA
Founder & President Mahesh
Yadav thanked all participants,
sponsors, and volunteers for
contributing to the successful and
memorable event. The awards
reception was followed by dinner,
dancing, and raffle prizes. With
sponsorship support from
UnitedHealthcare, NJ Group
Services, Prajapati & Company,
Optima Global Solutions, TV
Asia, and other valued
partners, SAGA Open has
cemented its place as one of
the top golfing events for South
Asians in the US.
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John J. Chin Appointed Interim Dean of the Asian American/
Asian Research Institute, Which Reports to Queens College

Flushing, NY, September 18,
2024—John J. Chin has been
appointed interim dean of the
Asian American/Asian Re-
search Institute (AAARI).
AAARIis a CUNY-wide institute
reporting to Queens College
whose mission is to facilitate

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
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and disseminate research,
scholarship, and educational
materials on issues that are rel-
evant to Asia, Asian America,
and other Asian diasporas, in-
cluding timely concerns pertain-
ing to New York’s diverse com-
munities of Asian descent. It is
located at 25 West 43rd Street
in Manhattan. As interim dean,
Chin will supervise the day-to-
day functioning of the institute
while providing the vision and
guidance to ensure its visibility,
viability, and leadership in Asian
American/Asian studies, schol-
arship, advocacy, and outreach.

He will report to Interim Provost
and Senior Vice President for
Academic Affairs Patricia Price.
“AAARI is an intellectual hub
that serves as a bridge between
CUNY and Asian American/
Asian communities in New York
City and beyond,” said Queens
College President Frank H. Wu.
“As we seek permanent leader-
ship for the institute, John will
be an exemplary steward of its
mission, particularly as it relates
to immigrant-led community ad-
vocacy and public policy affect-
ing immigrant  worker
health.”Chin, who resides in

Prospect Heights, Brooklyn,
comes to Queens College from
Hunter College, where he was
a professor and department
chair in the Department of Ur-
ban Policy and Planning. Diana
Pan, an associate professor of
sociology at Brooklyn College
who served as interim executive
director, has returned to her
position there. A search for the
permanent dean will be con-
ducted over the coming
year.“We are thrilled that John
Chin has assumed the role of
interim dean of AAARI,” said
Price. “He brings a welcome

combination of academic heft
and community-focused leader-
ship experience, and we’re most
fortunate to have him at the helm
of this important CUNY-wide
Institute.”Chin’s research fo-
cuses on access to social and
health services for under-served
urban communities, particularly
Asian immigrant communities.
His National Institutes of Health
(NIH)-funded research has ex-
amined the role of Asian immi-
grant-led community institutions
in delivering HIV prevention and
stigma-reduction messages to
their constituents.

BUST OF MAHATMA GANDHI UNVEILED IN SEATTLE AND
2nd OCTOBER DECLARED AS MAHATMA GANDHI DAY

(PRESS RELEASE)

In a unique addition to
the city of Seattle land-
scape, a bust of Mahatma
Gandhi was unveiled today
at the iconic Seattle Center,
just below the base of the
Space Needle and adjacent
to the Chihuly Garden and
Glass Museum. The unveil-
ing marks the first installa-
tion of Gandhi’s bust in a
city known for its vibrant
cultural landscape. The un-
veiling ceremony was at-
tended by notable dignitar-
ies, including Seattle Mayor
Bruce Harrell, Congressman
Adam Smith, Congress-
woman Pramila Jayapal, Lt.
Gen. Xavier Brunson, Com-
mander of the US First
Corps in Pacific Northwest

and Mr. Eddie Rye, Chair of

the Martin Luther King-
Gandhi Initiative along with
the Consul General of India,
Prakash Gupta. It was also
attended by eminent mem-
bers of the Indian American
community who offered their
respects on the occasion of
Gandhi Jayanti.

3. October 2nd, which
is Gandhi ji’s birthday, is
also recognized as the Inter-
national Day of Non-Violence
by the United Nations. All
dignitaries who spoke at the
Gandhi Jayanti ceremony un-
derscored the values of
Ahimsa (Non-Violence),
Satyagraha (truth force) and
Sarvodaya (welfare for all) as
being the defining need in
contemporary times. 4.

Consulate General of India
and the City of Seattle had
worked in partnership to
identify an appropriate venue
for locating the bust of Ma-
hatma Gandhi and the iconic
location of Seattle Center,
which draws more than 12
million visitors each year,
was considered appropriate,
given its location, accessi-
bility and commitment to
promoting the values of
peace and non-violence.5.
To mark the occasion, Gov-
ernor of the State of Wash-
ington, Mr. Jay Inslee issued
an official proclamation ac-
knowledging the Gandhi ji
Bust as a lasting tribute to
Gandhi’s teachings and a
powerful reminder of the im-
pact of non-violence in driv-

ing change. Another special
proclamation was also is-
sued by the King County des-
ignating 2nd October as the
Mahatma Gandhi Day across
all 73 cities of the Greater
Seattle area. 6. It may be
recalled that the first Indian
Consulate in Seattle com-
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menced its operations in
November 2023 with a con-
sular jurisdiction in US Pa-
cific Northwest covering the
nine states of Washington,
Oregon, ldaho, Montana,
Wyoming, North Dakota,
South Dakota, Nebraska and
Alaska.
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1 dead as rain paralyses Mumbai, schools
shut today, more showers expected

Vehicular and rail traffic was
back on track in Mumbai on Thurs-

day morning after heavy rainfall |

battered the city and its
neighbouring areas yesterday,
which led to waterlogging in sev-
eral areas, halting of local train ser-
vices and diversion of 14 flights.
Though the situation improved af-
ter the rain intensity reduced late
in the night, more showers are ex-
pected till October 1.Floodwaters
receded in most of the affected ar-
eas and flight operations at
Mumbai airport resumed. However,
schools and colleges are closed
on Thursday as the weather office
issued an orange alert for Mumbai
after a red alert was in place for
the city till 8:30 am today.Several

areas of the city and its suburbs
received over 100 mm of rainfall in
over five hours on Wednesday
evening, while awoman drowned
in an overflowing drain due to
heavy rain in suburban Andheri.

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS
ON MUMBAI RAIN:

astern suburbs recorded the
highest average rainfall of 169.85
mm between 8 am to 10 pm, fol-
lowed by 169.85 mm of rain in the
eastern suburbs and 104.17 mm
in the western
suburbs.Floodwaters receded in
most of the affected areas and

flight operations at Mumbai airport
resumed. However, schools and
colleges are closed on Thursday
as the weather office issued an
orange alert for Mumbai after ared
alert was in place for the city till

i 8:30 am today.Several areas of

the city and its suburbs received
over 100 mm of rainfall in over five
hours on Wednesday evening,
while awoman drowned in an over-
flowing drain due to heavy rainin
suburban Andheri.LATEST DE-
VELOPMENTS ON MUMBAI
RAIN:

Eastern suburbs recorded the
highest average rainfall of 169.85
mm between 8 amto 10 pm, fol-
lowed by 169.85 mm of rain in
the eastern suburbs and 104.17

mm in the western
suburbs.Mankhurd area in the
eastern suburbs received the
highest 276 mm of rainfall fol-
lowed by 275 mm in Bhandup
and 274 mm in Powai area.
Sewri Koliwada and Wadala area
in the island city witnessed the
highest rainfall measuring over
145 mm while the highest rain-
fall recorded in the western sub-
urbs was 190 mm.The Central
Railway said waterlogging was
reported between Vidyavihar and
Mulund on up and down slow
lines, and on down lines between
Bhandup and Nahur, resulting in
trains travelling at 30 kmph, and
leaving hundreds of commuters
inconvenienced.

Delhi BJP says Arvind Kejriwal's 'fake’ Janta Adalat cannot save his power

r

The Delhi BJP youth wing on Sunday
staged a protest against the AAP govern-
ment at Connaught Place and claimed that
Kejriwal's "fake Janta Adalat can no longer
save his power".

The protest was led by Delhi BJP youth
wing president Sagar Tyagi. Delhi BJP
president Virendra Sachdeva, MP Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri, MLA Vijender Gupta, and
others were also present, an official state-
ment said.

Virendra Sachdeva said that the
people of Delhi are fed up with the corrup-
tion in the Kejriwal government and de-
mand answers.Kejriwal should not think
resigning will resolve everything, he will
have to answer for ten years of corrupt
misgovernance, Sachdeva added.Kejriwal
should understand that elections will be

held in January-February 2025, and the
people of Delhi will entrust the BJP and
their services, the statement read.After
that, the BJP will investigate every act of
corruption by the Kejriwal government, it
added.MLA Vijender Gupta said, "The AAP
is a shop of lies, and the people of Delhi
want accountability for the last 10 years,
which have set the city back by 50 years".

Gupta declared that the people of Delh
have resolved to rid the city of the AAP
government, and Kejriwal's fake 'Janta
Adalat' can no longer save his power.AAP
National Convenor Arvind Kejriwal, after
resigning from Delhi chief minister's post
last week, held a'Janta Ki Adalat' at Jantar
Mantar earlier in the day."The upcoming
Delhi Assembly polls are 'agni pariksha'
for me. Don't vote for me if you think | am
dishonest," Kejriwal said at 'Janta ki
Adalat'.South Delhi MP Bidhuri said,
"While AAP is celebrating bail from the
Supreme Court, the reality is that the court
found the charges against Kejriwal valid,
and he is out only on bail."Bidhuri further
claimed that when the liquor scam sur-

Delhi shop found serving pomegranate
juice mixed with chemicals

Two people were detained on Tues-
day for allegedly selling pomegranate
juice mixed with chemicals in Delhi's
Rajinder Nagar area. After receiving in-
formation about a chemical being mixed
in the juice sold at the shop, police ar-
rived at the spot and found a substance
that has been sent for testing.

When confronted, two workers
at the shop, identified as Ayub Khan and
Rahul, claimed that the owner of the
shop, Shoaib, had instructed them to mix
the chemical in the juice.

faced, | had told Kejriwal that his policy
would fail because it was motivated by
corrupt intentions, but when the CBI in-
vestigation began, he reversed his
decision.Today, even though the Supreme
Court has granted bail to Kejriwal, he has

not been proven innocent, he added.
Earlier in the day, the BJP staged a
protest against Kejriwal at Rajghat and
claimed that the AAP-led Delhi govern-
ment had "failed" to fulfil none of the prom-
ises mentioned in its election manifesto.

Quitting smoking
was hard.
Screening for lung
cancer is easy.
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PM Modi to Indians in US: You are
India’'s strongest brand ambassadors

Prime Minister Narendra Modi praised the Indian community living in the US and said they were
'Rashtradoots’ or the brand ambassadors of India during his address in New York.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday (local time) praised
the contributions of the Indian
community living in the US and
called them 'Rashtradoots' or
brand ambassadors of India.

He made the remarks while
addressing the members of In-
dian-Americans at the 'Modi and
US' event at the Nassau Coliseum
in Long Island, New York, as part
of his three-day visit to the
country."l have always under-
stood the capabilities of the In-
dian community. | understood it
even when | held no official posi-
tion. For me, all of you have been
strong brand ambassadors of In-
dia. This is why | call you
'Rashtradoots’, he told the crowd
of around 13,000 people at the
venue."We belong to a country
where there are dozens of lan-
guages and dialogues, all faiths

INDIA AFFAIRS

INSIDER

and religions of the world, and
yet we are moving forward
united," he added.PM Modi also
noted the magnitude of the Lok
Sabha elections held earlier this

year, which his party won for a
historic third consecutive
time.PM Modi's participation in
the New York event marked the
second day of this three-day visit

to the US which started on Sep-
tember 21 (Saturday).On Satur-
day, PM Modi arrived in US
President Joe Biden’s home town
in Wilmington, Delaware for the

Quad summit and the two lead-
ers held bilateral talks. PM Modi
and Biden spoke about ways to
further improve India-US ties and
exchanged views on regional and
global issues.

PM Modi and Biden attended
the Quad Leaders' Summit, along
with Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese and Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida.

The sixth Quad summit saw
the four leaders discuss a range
of global issues, from maritime
security in the Indo-Pacific region
to health, climate change and the
present geopolitical scenario.

PM Modi's three-day US visit
will conclude with an address
at the Summit of Future at the
United Nations General As-
sembly (UNGA) in New York on
Monday.

Centre seeks to withdraw CRPF security cover for Unnao rape survivor

The centre has filed a petition
before the Supreme Court to
withdraw the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) security
cover provided to the Unnao rape
survivor and 13 others connected
to the case. This development

comes after an assessment re-
portedly found no substantial
evidence of ongoing threats to
the individuals involved, leading
the Centre to question the need
for continued CRPF
protection.The Supreme Court,

on Tuesday, asked the survivors
and other affected individuals to
respond to the Centre’s request,
which seeks to modify the
court's August 2019 order that
granted them security. The gov-
ernment argued that the secu-
rity cover should now be handled
by the state police, based on
local threat assessments.

The government, citing a re-
cent threat assessment, said
there was no specific danger to
the survivors or their legal repre-
sentatives. “The perceived threat
from supporters of the convicted
individuals is not backed by tan-
gible evidence," the Centre's plea
stated. "Local law enforcement
can address any general secu-

rity concerns."The plea also high-
lighted the operational and logis-
tical difficulties faced by CRPF
personnel, who have reportedly
been subjected to “misuse” and
adverse working conditions. Ac-
cording to the Centre, CRPF
troops deployed for this duty
lack adequate accommoda-
tion, toilet facilities, and suffi-
cient support from local
police.Additionally, the
Centre’s plea expressed con-
cerns over the financial burden
of maintaining this security de-
tail, calling it “unnecessary and
undesirable” at this point.The
petition revealed multiple chal-
lenges faced by CRPF person-
nel in securing the protectees,

including incidents where the
survivors and their associates al-
legedly manhandled security offic-
ers, failed to cooperate, and made
sudden movements without in-
forming the personnel. In some in-
stances, protectees reportedly
threatened to implicate CRPF per-
sonnel in false cases or to harm
themselves, further complicating
security operations.

The Centre also noted that the
current security arrangement
places an undue strain on the pub-
lic exchequer.The security cover
for the Unnao rape survivor, her
family, and her legal team was or-
dered by the Supreme Court in
2019 after widespread outrage
over the handling of the case.

Army to launch ‘future warfare' course to solve threats like pager blasts

In a landmark initiative, the Indian
Army will conduct the first-ever tri-

branches,

ranging from Majors to
Major Generals and their equivalents.

understanding of how future wars will
be fought in cyber,

space, and

leaders to effectively incorporate
innovative technologies and tactics into

services "future warfare" course from
September 23 to 27 in New Delhi. This
five-day program has been organised
by the Headquarters Integrated
Defence Staff (IDS) under the
leadership of Chief of Defence Staff
General Anil Chauhan.

The program will provide crucial
insights into the changing dynamics
of warfare for officers across all military

The primary goal of the course is to
acquaint officers with the technological
and operational complexities of modern
warfare. It will address the
transformation of conflict into both
contact and non-contact battles and
examine new forms of combat,
including kinetic, non-kinetic,
psychological, and informational
warfare.Officers will gain a deeper

electromagnetic domains, while
exploring the impact of cutting-edge
technologies like Artificial Intelligence
(Al), Machine Learning (ML), robotics,
and hypersonics on the battlefield.
aThe course emerged from the
necessity for the armed forces to adapt
to rapid technological advancements
and the evolving global security
landscape. It aims to prepare military

operations, fostering greater inter-
service collaboration and developing a
cohesive, tech-savvy defence force
capable of protecting India's national
interests.Curated by veteran and active-
duty military experts, the course offers
comprehensive insights into future
warfare, laying the groundwork for longer-
term programs designed to make the
Indian Armed Forces "future ready”.
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Israel-Lebanon front: A Prime Minister Modi's recent 3-Day US Visit
regional or limited war?

As the war in Gaza continues, with
Israeli hostages still held by Hamas, the
fractious Israel-Lebanon border is show-
ing signs of becoming a second front,
with Lebanese Shia militia Hezbollah and
Israeli armed forces exchanging heavy
fire. Israel has conducted multiple
airstrikes over the past week, with re-
ports claiming the deaths of senior
Hezbollah military leaders, including
Ibrahim Aqil and Ibrahim Mohammed
Qubaisi. Earlier in July, another senior
leader, Fuad Shukr, was also killed by
a targeted lIsraeli strike in Beirut.The
opening of the Israel-Hezbollah front was
neither entirely surprising nor unex-
pected. Soon after October 7 of last
year, when Hamas carried out its hor-
rific terror attack against Israel, the Pal-
estinian group pushed for Hezbollah to
target Israel from the north as Gaza
became a fierce battleground. Since
then, Hamas's capabilities have been
significantly depleted. Its political leader,
Ismail Haniyeh, was assassinated dur-
ing a visit to Iran, and its current chief,
Yahya Sinwar, is missing in action.
Meanwhile, over the past year, civilian
casualties have skyrocketed in Gaza
and are now also rising in southern Leba-
non.

Itis important to remember that none
of these fronts are new, and these
battles, involving these very actors, have
been fought many times over the de-
cades.

AXIS' UNDER STRAIN

Expectations of this conflict spilling
over into a regional one remain palpable.
The likes of Hamas and Hezbollah,
known to enjoy patronage from Iran,
would expect Tehran to not only back
them but to formally engage Israel’s
military, potentially drawing the country
into a conventional war.

For Iran, both Hamas and Hezbollah
are core components of its 'Axis of Re-
sistance', which also includes the
Houthis in Yemen, and other smaller
groups peppered across Syria and Iraqg.
The question on many minds is: What
is Iran’s red line? At what point does it
intend to, if at all, engage Israel directly
in aid of the so-called axis it backs?

Contrary to such expectations, Iran’s
new president, Masoud Pezeshkian, has
maintained a non-rhetorical stance, re-
placing expected rhetoric against Israel
and the US with dangling a carrot in-
stead: one of willingness to talk with the
West, bettering ties, and talking about
the nuclear deal once again. This is in
contrast to Pezeshkian’s swearing-in
two months ago, where he took on his
new role amidst chants of “Death to
America and Israel”.

CHALLENGES FOR ARAB WORLD

On the other side of the spectrum,
the Arab world watches on nervously as
the conflict presents them with multiple
challenges. Saudi Arabia, till recently
being goaded by the US to normalise

relations with Israel — as done by some
other Arab states such as the UAE and
Bahrain by way of the Abraham Accords
of 2020 — made it clear that it will not
do so unless Palestine is recognised as
an independent and sovereign state.
While this has been a long-standing
demand, Riyadh had dangled hope to
normalise with Israel to try and sign a
comprehensive security arrangement
with the US; one as binding as those
enjoyed by America’s Asian partners,
Japan and South Korea.

Regionally, the likes of Saudi Arabia
are trying to maintain two main postures.
First, to make sure domestic discon-
tent on the Gaza issue does not spiral.
Second, to maintain their trajectories of
economic diversification, moving away
from oil, and becoming global business
hubs. The UAE to a large extent has
already achieved this, with its priority
now, to manage its core security require-
ments which guarantees missiles not
raining down on Dubai or Abu Dhabi.

Both these Arab powers are attempt-
ing to remain neutral in a conflict they
increasingly see as one between Israel
and Iran, and have developed working
relations with Tehran to this aim. Egypt,
which shares a direct border with Gaza,
and has a lot of influence within Pales-
tinian movements, is also careful to not
make the problem of the Palestinian
cause an Egyptian issue, but a Pales-
tinian one. For this, Gaza plays a criti-
calrole.

IDEOLOGIES AT ODDS

Beyond the regional aspect, Arab
powers, in fact, may not be completely
miffed with Israel’s plans to de-fang
Hamas and Hezbollah. A pertinent ques-
tion which continues to be raised is what
kind of Palestine would it be if a two-
state solution is indeed mobilised?
While such an outcome remains largely
implausible as of today, a Hamas-led or
Hamas-like organisation-led outcome
would not change the situation much.

The conflict would continue, with an
accepted border but contesting ideolo-
gies in play. Extreme ideologues, both
in Israel and Lebanon, have also come
into political power via electoral pro-
cesses. While in 2022, Hezbollah lost
its majority in the Lebanese parliament,
it still holds sway over political power in
the country. In Israel, far-right parties
such as Otzma Yehudit have gained
traction, looking to fight ideological chal-
lenges with ideology itself.

Finally, a regional war as of today
remains unlikely despite the threat per-
ceptions being drawn. The Israel-Leba-
non border will be in all likelihood a con-
tained conflict. The biggest question
remains what the political off-ramp for
the likes of Hezbollah would be, and ul-
timately, what kind of long-term secu-
rity Israel would aim towards beyond just
setting a precedent of renewed deter-
rence?

By Susmita Ghosh

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's re-
cent trip to the United States has cre-
ated a lot of discussion regarding its
impression on India-U.S. relations. As
the world changes, this visit not only
strengthens the intentional partnership
between the two countries but also dis-
closes some complications and encoun-
ters.

Focus on boosting economic ties
was the major highlight of Modi's visit
this time. With the global economy still
recovering from the pandemic, Modi pro-
moted India as a top choice for Ameri-
can investments. His "Make in India"
initiative aimed to position India as the
key player in global manufacturing and
innovation, especially in semiconduc-
tors and renewable energy sectors. This
methodlooks to enhance self-reliance
while greeting American expertise and
investment.

However, there are significant chal-
lenges to consider. Trade deficits, tar-
iffs, and complex regulations are con-
tinuing issues that need to be fixed. The
history of trade talks between India and
the U.S. shows that making real
progress requires continuous effort and
goodwill from both sides. Modi's govern-
ment will need to create a smoother
framework for trade to help both nations
flourish economically.

Modi's visit also came during a time
of rising tensions in the Indo-Pacific,
especially regarding China. Discussions
about defence cooperation were essen-
tial, as both the countries face a com-
plex security environment. Strengthen-
ing the Quad alliance, which includes
India, the U.S., Japan, and Australia, un-
derlines a shared commitment to re-
gional constancy.

However, India's long-standing ties
with Russia confuse this partnership. As
India works to upgrade its defence ca-

pabilities, it must balance its traditional
relationship with Russia against its
growing cooperation with the U.S. This
balancing act is vital for India's foreign
policy and its desire for independence
on the world stage.

Another important part of Modi's visit
was the focus on cultural ties and the
role of the Indian diaspora. The Indian-
American community plays a significant
role in strengthening relations between
the two countries, contributing to both
economies and acting as a cultural
bridge. The events celebrating Indian cul-
ture and interactions with influential In-
dian-Americans highlighted the depth of
this relationship.

However, this focus on the diaspora
raises concerns about illustration and
the need for comprehensive dialogue.

Despite the promise of greater co-
operation, Modi's visit also shines a light
on pressing challenges. The ongoing
trade deficit and controversial immigra-
tion policies, especially regarding H-1B
visas, remain significant difficulties.
These issues could impede the flow of
talent and investment between the two
nations, potentially undermining Modi's
goals. Modi's visit to the U.S. marks an
important moment in India-U.S. rela-
tions, filled with both opportunities and
challenges. The potential for economic
collaboration, security cooperation, and
cultural exchange is significant, but
achieving this potential will require dedi-
cated efforts from both nations.

As they work to strengthen their
partnership, it's essential to address
complex issues with mutual respect and
understanding. The future will require
careful diplomacy and strategic think-
ing, safeguarding that India and the U.S.
can traverse the changing global land-
scape together, paving the way for a
brighter and more stable future for both
countries.
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As Israel strikes Lebanon, can Iran sit it out?

While the situation has been escalating in the Gaza war, all eyes have been on Iran, waiting to see how it responds.

The war in Gaza has taken a
dramatic turn over the past few weeks.
Israel has rapidly revised its war strategy
and despite calls for restraints and
ceasefire, the conflict is now poised on
a dangerous trajectory of escalation and
“a point of no return”. In the past few
days, as a result of Israel’s use of
unconventional and asymmetric
methods, Lebanon has suffered huge
losses. Hezbollah, in return, has
retaliated and with continuing strikes
across both sides, there is little hope of
restraint and peace right now.lt all started
on September 17 and 18 when
thousands of communication devices,
primarily pagers, exploded mysteriously
across multiple locations in Lebanon,
killing at least 42 people and injuring
more than 3,000. Most initial analyses
point to a major intelligence success by
Israel — a batch of almost 5,000 pagers
ordered by Hezbollah was rigged with
undetectable explosives that were
activated through remote activation.

On September 23, however, events
took a turn for the worse when Israel
launched the most massive airstrike in
Lebanon to date, killing 492 people and
injuring over 1,645. Hezbollah responded
and rained over 200 rockets into Israel
striking deep, up to the city of Haifa —
even some West Bank settlements near
Tel Aviv.These strikes were part of a
carefully planned strategy. There are
also strong inputs of Israel firming up
plans for a ground invasion into Lebanon
and several military formations have been
directed towards the North in

anticipation.

What happens now?

The last time the two nations locked
horns was the 2006 Lebanon war, which
involved a massive Israeli air strike and
a subsequent ground invasion.
Hezbollah paramilitary forces, though
severely degraded by the airstrikes, held
their ground, leading to a stalemate and
ceasefire on August 14, 2006. During the
war, Israel lost over 120 soldiers,
whereas more than 1,100 died in
Lebanon.Could the current situation be
a repeat of the same? Indications are
that Israel has decided to “take the bull
by its horns” and end the Hezbollah
threat once and for all. Israel’s Defense
Minister claimed that Israel is decimating
all capabilities built by Hezbollah over
the past 18 years and that Hassan
Nasrallah will be left alone at the top,
with his entire leadership structure wiped
out.

Where does Iran stand?

While the situation has been
escalating in the Gaza war, all eyes
have been on Iran, waiting to see how it
responds. Iran had vowed to avenge the
assassination of Hamas political chief
Ismail Haniyeh on July 30 in Tehran.
Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, was firm and clear about
this.However, weeks and months have
passed and Iran has yet to retaliate. In
its defence, Iran is not known to be quick
in its response and often exacts revenge
through proxy attacks.Whether it was
the assassination of Qasem Soleimani,
the commander of the Islamic

Revolutionary Guard Corps who was
killed in January 2020 through a US
drone strike in Baghdad, or the
assassination of Mohsen Fakhrizadeh,
a prominent nuclear scientist and often
called the father of Iran’s covert nuclear
weapons program in November 2020, or
the killing of Quds Force General Sayyed
Razi Mousavi in an Israeli airstrike in
Damascus, Syria, on December 25,
2023, Iran did not directly retaliate. It was
only after Israel targeted its consulate
in Damascus on April 1 this year that
Iran finally shed its “strategic patience”
and undertook a direct strike through a
swarm of drones and missiles. It
declared any future attack would be met
by a swift and equal response — though
aresponse to Haniyeh’s assassination
is yet to materialise.Reacting to the
recent pager attacks on Hezbollah, Iran
vowed revenge with IRGC commander-
in-chief Hossein Salami stating Israel will
face “a crushing response from the axis
of resistance”. Once again, the Iranian
response is awaited.

Can Iran wait any longer?

Iran has been the main support
behind Hezbollah, both ideologically and
militarily. In Israel’s war on Gaza, Iran
has emerged as the sole protector of
Palestinians, as others in the region,
including Egypt and Jordan, watch red
line after red line being crossed. Since
the signing of the Saudi-Iran peace deal
in March 2023, there has been a wave
of reconciliation in the region with many
countries re-opening embassies and
even starting economic ties with it. Iran

also benefitted from its growing ties with
Russia and an entry into prominent
multilateral forums like BRICS and SCO.

Iran realises that Israel has been
baiting it to join the war directly since
the beginning and except for a brief spat
in April this year, it has so far, refrained
and exercised caution. The question is:
how long will Iran wait? As the rapidly
evolving situation in Lebanon indicates,
it won’t be long before ground action.

If Israel makes major gains in
Lebanon, will Iran then keep waiting for
the right moment? What will be the right
moment if all its proxies and allies
bordering Israel have been decimated?
How will Iran ensure deterrence against
Israel if Israel does not face any direct
threat on its borders? What are the
chances thereafter that Israel, supported
by the US (especially if Donald Trump
returns to power), takes the war directly
to Iran?lf the situation continues to
deteriorate in Lebanon, Iran may have
no option but to join the battle. But will
it be too late by then? Would it have
lost the initiative and many Hezbollah
lives before it stepped in?This war is set
to change the political and security
landscape of the region forever. The
ongoing elections in the US and the
resultant indecision have given Israel a
perfect window of a few months to do
what it wants to achieve its politico-
military objectives. If Iran intends to stop
it and retain the strategic advantage that
it has so far enjoyed across the Levant,
it will have to make quick and big
strategic decisions soon.

Quad - And India's Role In It - Will
Remain Relevant, Thanks To China

The idea of the Quad is now almost
two decades old, emerging for the first
time after the tsunami in 2004. Yet, a
tone of tentativeness seems to surround
this diplomatic partnership, often
reflected in experts and media
questioning its worth, need, or even
existence.

The fourth Quad leaders' summit in
Wilmington, Delaware, was no different.
Ahead of the summit's start, a reporter
asked US President Joe Biden if the
Quad would exist beyond November. He
quipped, "Much beyond that", and then
reiterated the sentiment in his opening
statement at the summit. "Challenges
will come, the world will change, but the
Quad is here to stay.”" He was backed
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi of
India, who added that the Quad was here
to assist, partner, and complement the
efforts of Indo-Pacific countries.

The Impact Of AUKUS

n 2021, just a week before the first
in-person Quad summit in Washington,

D.C., the U.S. announced a new
trilateral security partnership - AUKUS
- with an objective similar to that of the
Quad: promoting a free and open Indo-
Pacific region. The announcement of
AUKUS, with its clear military aspect,
immediately raised questions about the
Quad, a partnership without any military
component.The re-emergence of the
Quad in 2017, after lying dormant for
more than a decade, was tempered by
some hesitation from India and Australia.
India, a neighbour of China, and
Australia, with its trade dependence on
China, were wary of antagonising Beijing
by appearing to participate in what
Chinese President Xi Jinping called a
'U.S.-led Western effort' to contain,
encircle, and suppress China.However,
2020 changed the stance of both New
Delhi and Canberra. India became
locked in border friction with China in
Eastern Ladakh, and Australia faced a
trade backlash from China as it pushed
for a resolution to identify the origin of

COVID-19.That year saw India
advocating for the second and stand-
alone ministerial meeting of the Quad
in Tokyo, despite the ongoing pandemic.
The first ministerial meeting took place
in New York on the sidelines of the
United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA). It was clear that inhibitions had
been shed and the Quad was finally
coming into its own.Where Quad Has
Really Proved RelevantHowever, since
the firming up of AUKUS - the security
partnership between Australia, the UK,
and the U.S. - comparisons are often
drawn to the Quad and its possible
ineffectiveness in containing China in the
Indo-Pacific due to its lack of military
muscle. Nevertheless, the Quad has
positioned itself as relevant in another
area: reducing China's influence in the
global economic space.This year, the
Quad Summit announced the Supply
Chains Contingency Network to enhance
the resilience of semiconductor supply
chains. This is a critical area as

semiconductors play a vital role in
today's world, particularly in advanced
economies. A 2023 report by the
research institute RAND stated that
Taiwan's dominance in global
semiconductor production creates
geopolitical and economic vulnerabilities
for the US and its allies, as well as for
Taiwan, which provides China with a
potential asymmetric advantage. The
report pointed out that a supply chain
disruption could severely impact the
U.S. economy and recommended that
instead of acting unilaterally,
Washington should engage its allies and
partners to respond as a united,
multinational bloc. Another example is from
2021: the Quad vaccine partnership. As
many as 400 million COVID-19 vaccine
doses were delivered to Indo-Pacific
countries to curtail China's vaccine outreach
and influence in Southeast Asian nations. A
consultancy that tracks China's impact on
global health, Bridge Consulting, reported
that China's
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Can A Last-Minute CM Change Really Help Kejriwal And AAP?

Two days after submitting his res-
ignation as Delhi Chief Minister to
Lt. Governor V.K. Saxena and an-
nouncing his plans to vacate his
official bungalow, Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Arvind Kejriwal
showed signs that he was not as
impulsive orimmune to the allure
of power as he had been when he
first took office in December 2013.
At that time, he had resigned after
just 48 days. As a dedicated activ-
ist who had ousted the Congress
regime of Sheila Dikshit through a
movement against corruption, he
resigned when he failed to get the
Jan Lokpal Bill passed in the Delhi
Assembly. He sought a fresh man-
date, even though his government
was ironically supported by Con-
gress from the outside.Kejriwal Is
Rebuilding His ReputationA de-
cade later, after winning two con-
secutive terms in office, Kejriwal's
idealism and ideology appear in-
consistent. He seeks a fresh man-
date to become Delhi chief minis-
ter (CM) again and wants to break
free from the restrictions imposed
by the Supreme Court while grant-
ing bail in the corruption cases filed
by the Central Bureau of Investiga-

tion (CBI) and the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED). However, the AAP
made it clear that Kejriwal would
vacate his official residence at 6
Flagstaff Road in Civil Lines - his
home since 2015 - only if he re-
ceived suitable accommodation in
Delhi's Lutyens Zone, given that he
is the leader of the sixth-largest
party in the country. This implies
that the responsibility for helping
Kejriwal vacate his "Sheesh Mahal"
would fall on the Modi government,
considering he is a Z-plus
protectee. All this suggests that his
decade in office has undoubtedly
"corrupted" this Magsaysay award-
winning activist.

Moreover, emerging from a six-

not to prioritise political correct-
ness by selecting a Dalit chief
minister. Instead, he opted for the
suave, Oxford-educated Atishi,
who is recognised as the driving
; force behind reforming Delhi's gov-
" ernment schools. With a reputa-
tion for being understated, Atishi
embodies the girl next door. It is
said her priority will be to imple-
ment schemes like the
¢ Mukhyamantri Mahila Samman
" M Yojana, a monthly assistance pro-
month stint in jail on corruption gram of 71,000 for women-target-
charges related to the liquor policy ing the 6.7 million female votersin
case, Kejriwal's life has come full the capital.

circle. He is desperate to restore Will a woman chief minister and
his image and regain credibility his own resignation help Kejriwal
among the chattering classes in regain his moral standing in Delhi
Delhi. Yes, he has been trying to just a few months ahead of the
do allthe right things, and he wants February 2025 elections? Only
to turn back the clock while retain- time will tell. While Atishi has set
ing some perks of office. He has the tone for a Kejriwal comeback
no problem stepping down as chief by projecting him as the "only CM
minister and engaging with the pub- of Delhi", it remains to be seen
lic again; however, he is not com- whether Kejriwal can convince vot-
fortable returning to his old NGO ers to elect him for a record fourth
mode.A Smart Move time (after 2013, 2015, and 2020).
He refrained from promoting his Can the AAP chief effectively le-
wife, Sunita, as chief minister, verage his resignation after being
knowing such a move could irritate jailed on corruption charges? BJP
the middle class. He also chose Not Very ConcernedBharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) circles are un-
concerned about Kejriwal's clever
attempts to reinvent himself.
Sources say they are confident
they will effectively counter his pen-
chant for drama in the coming
months. However, a segment of the
Delhi BJP is worried about the
AAP's strategy to shed its incum-
bency by changing its chief minis-
ter at the last minute and introduc-
ing a new face, Atishi. "So far, we
have had running battles against
Kejriwal. But the focus of the battle
against Kejriwal was always fought
by our Lieutenant-General, V.K.
Saxena. He has no skin in our
politicalgame. We have no
popular face to take on Kejriwal.
We have changed three BJP
chiefs to take on the AAP in the
last decade. We do not have a
popular leader in Delhi," lamented
a BJP MLA.

Top party managers, however, dis-
missed such a bleak scenario
for the BJP. "If you recall, we
faced a similar dismal outlook
regarding the BJP's prospects
during the unified Municipal
Council of Delhi elections in No-
vember-December 2022.
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PRIME Minister Modi’s visit to the US
comes at a critical juncture, marked by
electoral tensions in the US and diplomatic
challenges. The visit is notably subdued
compared to his 2019 tour, where he fa-
mously endorsed Donald Trump with the
slogan ‘Ab ki baar Trump sarkar.’ This time,
India is cautiously treading the line be-
tween engaging with both Republicans and
Democrats as the US election looms, en-
suring it does not appear to favour either
side. At the heart of the current diplomatic
equation is India’s need to maintain a bal-
anced relationship with both political fac-
tions in the US.

Modi’s rapport with Trump may
have served India well during the latter’'s
presidency, but it would be risky to ap-
pear partisan in the evolving geopolitical
landscape. With Vice-President Kamala
Harris as the Democratic nominee, India

must ensure that its strategic ties with the
US are not jeopardised, regardless of who
wins the White House.

Further complicating matters is the back-
drop of the Gurpatwant Singh Pannun case.
A US court recently issued a summons|
against key Indian officials over an alleged
plot to assassinate the Khalistani activist.
While India has dismissed these charges
as ‘unwarranted’, the issue remains a thorn
in India-US relations, threatening to sou
diplomatic ties.

This visit focuses on multilateral en-
gagements like the Quad summit and the
UN Summit for the Future, marking a shift
from Modi’s earlier high-profile, personality-|
driven diplomacy to a more nuanced ap-
proach. The agenda includes strengthen-
ing ties on regional security, technology and
climate change, along with solidifying India’s
position as a global peacemaker.
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The Real Reason US Keeps Accusing
Russia Of Meddling In Its Elections

Earlier this month, the US administra-
tion sounded the alarm on Russia's al-
leged attempts to sway the upcoming
presidential election through fake ac-
counts spreading
propaganda and
disinformation. In
the US, the move
is understood to be
Russia's broader
strategy to under-
mine American de-
mocracy, with US
intelligence offi-
cials labelling Mos-
cow as the "pri-
mary threat to
elections". The
Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI)
is also investigat-
ing Iran's involve-
ment in targeting
the presidential
campaigns  of
Donald Trump and
Kamala Harris.
However, US officials assert that Russia
is the more formidable foe, with a clear
preference for Donald Trump as their can-
didate of choice. The US government has
seized 32 internet domains connected
to the influencers, who were allegedly paid
by Moscow to spread fake news. It has
also sanctioned 10 individuals and two
entities allegedly linked to these efforts
Russia Facing Allegations Since 2016
This is the third consecutive presidential
election in which American officials have
accused Russia and President Vladimir
Putin of attempting to influence out-
comes. It was a huge issue during the
2016 election too. The FBI still lists 12
Russian military officers as "most wanted"
for their role in hacking and meddling in
that election. These officers, members of
Russian military intelligence, were in-
dicted by Special Counsel Robert
Mueller's team in 2018. The indictments
allege that they hacked Democratic Party
emails and systems and leaked informa-
tion to influence the election in favour of
Donald Trump. Subsequently, hundreds
of documents were leaked to Wikileaks.
A federal arrest warrant was issued for
these 12 officers after a grand jury in a
US District Court found them responsible
for conspiracy to interfere with the elec-
tion. Their presence on the FBI's "most
wanted" list underscores the ongoing
tensions between the US and Russia
regarding election interference and cyber-

espionage.Moscow has consistently re-

meddling by the USSR (later Russia) re-

sations of spreading propaganda and even

futed these allegations, with President mained shrouded in secrecy, while the US fake news to further Western interests.
Vladimir Putin personally denying the
claims in various interviews and press

conferences. Even Donald Trump came
to Putin's defence, as he once told re-
porters, "He [Putin] said he didn't meddle.
Every time he sees me he says, 'l didn't
do that', and | really believe that when he
tells me that he means it."Western Hy-
pocrisy

The Kremlin accuses the US and other
Western powers of hypocrisy, citing nu-
merous examples across decades in
which America was accused of meddling
in the elections of so many countries. In-
deed, the West - particularly the US - has
along-standing track record of influencing
elections, backing military coups, provid-
ing covert financial support and dissemi-
nating political propaganda in foreign coun-
tries to advance its own geopolitical inter-
ests. The Central Intelligence Agency's
(CIA) long history of alleged involvement
in elections and regime changes in other
countries is well-documented, with many
declassified documents serving as evi-
dence.

Prof Dov H. Levin's research for Carnegie-
Mellon University involved looking at the
election meddling by both the US and the
Soviet Union during the Cold War. He
claims that both countries were found to
have interfered in 117 elections between
WWIl and 2000; the US was involved in
two-thirds of them. According to him, in
more recent times, 21 election interven-
tions took place between 1990 and 2000,
of which 18 were by the US. The alleged

had been more transparent in some cases.
The declassified CIA documents highlight

the role of US operations in the overthrow
of Iran's Mohammed Mossadegh's govern-
mentin 1953, Chile's Salvador Allende in
1973, and, more recently, its efforts to-
wards regime changes in Venezuela as
well as in Ukraine in 2014, when the
pro-Russian  President  Viktor
Yanukovych's government was over-
thrown.

In the most recent example, Sheikh
Hasina, after resigning from office on
August 5 and fleeing the country, sug-
gested that the US had a hand in her
political downfall. This wasn't the first
time she had made such claims - in
2022, she had accused the US of at-
tempting to undermine her rule. Her alle-
gations have been echoed by some non-
Western leaders, who accuse the US
and other powerful nations, such as
France and Britain, of using their influ-
ence to destabilise their
governments.Propaganda And Fake
NewsThe truth is that the ongoing alle-
gations and counter-allegations of elec-
tion interference are just one front in a
larger information war between the West
and Russia. It's a battle of narratives, with
Western media largely backing the West
and Russian media championing Putin's
perspective. Interestingly, Russian me-
dia has historically been dismissed by
the West because of the Kremlin"s tight
control over it. But the Western media,
long proud of its impartiality, faces accu-

For example, a few weeks after
Russia's invasion of Ukraine, the West-
ern
media
car-
ried
fake
news
about
Putin's
health.
It sug-
gested
Putin
was
suffer-
ing
from a
mys-
tery ill-
ness
and
may
n ot
“sur-
vive for long.

All mainstream Western media
carried this lie. And no apologies were
offered when it was found to be un-
founded. Janusz Bugajski, a renowned
expert on Eastern European and Rus-
sian affairs and author of many
scholarly books, is a senior fellow
at the Jamestown Foundation in
Washington, D.C. Following
Russia's invasion of Ukraine in Feb-
ruary 2022, Bugajski wrote a book
titled Failed State: A Guide to
Russia's Rupture. In that, he ex-
plored the potential disintegration of
Russia. Last year, he told me that the Rus-
sian Federation's disintegration was inevi-
table. "I would say it would be a long pro-
cess, arolling process, it would be differ-
entin different parts of the country. | would
say the war in Ukraine would certainly ac-
celerate the process because you have
an increasing number of casualties, par-
ticularly from poorer parts of Russia and
particularly from ethnic parts of Russia
who are usually discriminated against in
Russia anyway," he said. Many in the
West buy into his claim. Putin has often
moaned about how the West was work-
ing to break up his country.No One Is
Equipped To Challenge Western
Media's Dominanceln the ongoing in-
formation war, Russia appears to be at
a disadvantage, with many believing it's
already losing or will ultimately lose.
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Geopolitical challenges keeping India on its toes

INDIA is recognised as the fastest-grow-
ing major economy in the world. The In-
ternational Monetary Fund’s assessment
is that India’s economy will grow at a rate
of 7 per cent this financial year. Even as
the country looks to maintain the growth
momentum, it must be borne in mind that
its position and influence in the world will
be determined largely by its economic and
technological progress. Given these im-
peratives, India has little choice but to
strengthen its ties with countries in its im-
mediate neighbourhood. This would en-
sure security and peace in the area ex-
tending from the Red Sea and Persian
Gulf to its west to the Strait of Malacca to
its east. The main challenges India faces
beyond its borders arise from the expan-
sionist ambitions and policies of China,
even as Pakistan is mired in virtually per-
petual bankruptcy.lndia has also sought
for long to develop closer ties with the oil-
rich (Persian) Gulf Region, comprising Iran
and the Arab nations, where around six
million Indians live. India has built good
ties with Saudi Arabia while simulta-
neously reinforcing its strong relations with
the UAE. Delhi also played an important
role in restoring a cordial working relation-
ship between the US and Saudi Arabia
after intemperate comments made by
President Joe Biden about the Saudi mon-
archy were resented by the Saudis. The

OP-ED

national security adviser of the UAE,
Sheikh Tahnoon bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
also participated in talks between US Na-
tional Security Adviser Jake Sullivan and
Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince, Mohammed
bin Salman. The talks were reportedly fa-
cilitated by India’s National Security Ad-
viser, Ajit Doval. An agreement for promot-
ing cooperation between the UAE, the US
and India was also reportedly finalised and
signed shortly thereafter. The stage is now
set for India to play an increasingly posi-
tive and cooperative role across the shores
of the Indian Ocean, together with six Arab
Gulf states.India-US relations have grown
significantly amid Washington’s expecta-
tions that Delhi can balance out the growth
of Chinese power across the Indian
Ocean. China’s policies remain commit-
ted to limiting and containing Indian influ-
ence. Beijing continues to strengthen
Pakistan’s missile and nuclear capabili-
ties. It also works in close collaboration
with Pakistan along and across India’s
western border with Afghanistan. New
Delhi’s recent moves for strengthening ties
with Iran, including the construction of the
strategic Chabahar Port, give India in-
creasing economic and maritime access
to Central Asia and limit the space for Pa-
kistan to hinder India’s access to
Afghanistan.While the US had objected
to India’s growing ties with Iran, it now
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appears reconciled to Delhi going ahead
with the project for a transport corridor link-
ing it to Afghanistan and Iran. Pakistan is
predictably not pleased with this corridor,
as it prevents Rawalpindi from hindering
India’s access to Afghanistan, Iran and
Central Asia. This corridor, thereafter, can
become a key gateway for India’s access
to the International North-South Transport
Corridor, which, in turn, would eventually
link India to Central Asia, Russia and, ul-
timately, to Europe by sea, rail and
road.One important factor that has cast a
shadow on India-US relations is the con-
stant criticism by the US media of alleged
violation of human rights in India, evidently
with some encouragement from Washing-
ton. India may be among the few coun-
tries whose leadership found then Presi-
dent Donald Trump to be friendly — but
blunt — during his visit to India. Trump
has no illusions or expectations about
China and has little inclination to even
think about Pakistan.

India can be confident that this
relationship will grow, irrespective of
whether Kamala Harris or Trump wins the
upcoming presidential
elections.Nevertheless, relations with the
US have grown steadily, with considerable
cooperation for strengthening maritime
links. This is an important development
amid the tensions and piracy in the high
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seas — across the Indian Ocean — that
have been accompanied by the Israeli oc-
cupation of Gaza. The US continues to
regard India as an important strategic part-
ner in the face of growing Chinese
assertiveness across the Indo-Pacific re-
gion, extending from the Strait of Hormuz
and the Strait of Malacca to the Persian
Gulf. Two aircraft carriers and as many
nuclear submarines can be used by India
to defend the shores of its Indian Ocean
neighbours.India’s problems and tensions
on its borders with China and Pakistan are
set to continue. Despite being nearly bank-
rupt, Pakistan appears determined to con-
tinue sponsoring terrorism in India. While
the Sharif brothers and their civilian estab-
lishment plunged Pakistan into an eco-
nomic crisis, India is now faced with Paki-
stan army chief Gen Syed Asim Munir, who
wields substantial influence on national se-
curity policies. Unlike his mentor and pre-
decessor, Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa, who
understood the economic and diplomatic
costs of tensions with India, Gen Munir
appears bent on fomenting trouble in In-
dia, particularly in Jammu and Kashmir.
India needs to respond both diplomatically
and militarily to this strategy.While the
Sharif brothers control Pakistan’s civilian
and political establishments, they have little
say or influence on their army abetting ter-
rorism in J&K and elsewhere in India.
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Trump calls for death penalty for migrants who kil Americans

Donald Trump portrayed migrants as
dangerous criminals during a rally in
Aurora, Colorado, on Friday, calling for
the death penalty for migrants who Kkill
US citizens as he escalates the anti-
immigration rhetoric that has fuelled his
presidential run.Flanked by posters of
alleged members of the Venezuelan gang
Tren de Aragua, Trump also said that if
elected he would launch a national
"Operation Aurora" to target the gang
members.Trump, the Republican
presidential candidate, has noticeably
hardened his anti-immigration rhetoric in
the final weeks of the Nov. 5 election
campaign, where he aims to defeat
Democratic candidate Kamala Harris.
lllegal immigration is a top voter concern,
and Trump is seen by most voters as
the best person to be able to address it,
opinion polls show."I'm hereby calling for
the death penalty for any migrant that
Kills an American citizen or a law
enforcement officer,” Trump said to loud
cheers from a large crowd of
supporters. Trump has already proposed
an expansion of the death penalty for
other offenders, including people
convicted of sex trafficking women and
children.

Nearly half of U.S. states ban the
death penalty. While there is a federal
death penalty, itis rarely used, according
to the Death Penalty Information Centre,
a non-profit group. An expansion of
eligible crimes would require an act of
the U.S. Congress. One of the hallmarks
of Trump's third presidential run has been
his focus on what he calls "migrant
crime”, even though academic studies
show immigrants do not commit crimes
at a higher rate than native-born
Americans.The Harris campaign did not
immediately respond to a request for

comment related to the death penalty
proposal.Vice President Harris
toughened her stance on border security
after becoming the Democratic nominee
in August, and faults Trump for helping
stifle a bipartisan border security bill in
Congress earlier this year.

SPOTLIGHT ON AURORA

During a September 10 presidential
debate with Harris, Trump claimed that
members of Tren de Aragua controlled
several dilapidated Aurora apartment
complexes - allegations refuted by top
city officials.At the rally on Friday, he
reiterated a pledge to focus enforcement
on Aurora if reelected."l will rescue
Aurora and every town that has been
invaded and conquered,” Trump said.
"We will put these vicious and
bloodthirsty criminals in jail or kick them
out of our country.”Despite Trump's
dramatic statements aimed at rousing
his base, no town in America has been

taken over by migrants.Aurora Mayor
Mike Coffman, a Republican, saidin a
statement ahead of the rally that
“concerns about Venezuelan gang
activity have been grossly exaggerated”
and welcomed Trump to tour the
city.Major crimes in Aurora have
dropped year-on-year, according to
Aurora Police Department statistics.V
Reeves, a community organiser with
the Housekeys Action Network, said
residents were nervous about the
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Trump visit.“They're worried about
Trump supporters showing up and
threatening them,” Reeves said.At two
of the apartment buildings at the centre
of the controversy, Reuters observed
broken windows and litter on Thursday.
One building had portable police
camera stations that residents said
were installed this week.Jesus, a 30-
year-old Venezuelan who works in
landscaping and lives in one of the
buildings, said that all Venezuelans are
being blamed for the actions of a
few."We are not all bad people," said
Jesus, who declined to provide his last
name.The dispute over gang activity in
Aurora stems from an effort by the city
to force the owner of several apartment
complexes where migrants lived to
address repairs, trash, pest
infestations and other complaints.A
public relations firm hired by the
landlord, CBZ Management, said in
early August that Tren de Aragua gang
members had taken over the properties,
according to documents obtained by
Reuters through a Colorado Open
Records Act request.CBZ Management
did not respond to requests for
comment.The allegations gained national
attention in late August when a clip of gun-
toting men in one of the apartment
buildings went viral.

An Afghan man has been arrested for alleg-
edly plotting to carry out an attack on US
election day on behalf of the Islamic State
group, the Justice Department said
Tuesday.Nasir Ahmad Tawhedi, 27, was ar-
rested on Monday in the western US state of
Oklahoma and has been charged with at-
tempting to provide material support to IS.

"The Justice Department foiled the
defendant's plot to acquire semi-automatic
weapons and commit a violent attack in the
name of (IS) on US soil on Election Day,"
Attorney General Merrick Garland said in a
statement.US voters go to the polls on No-
vember 5.The Justice Department said
Tawhedi was arrested after he "allegedly took
steps to liquidate his family's assets, resettle
members of his family overseas, acquire AK-
47 assault rifles and ammunition, and com-
mit a terrorist attack in the United States."It

said he conspired to carry out the attack with
another Afghan national, a juvenile who was
not named but was identified in court docu-
ments as his brother-in-law.According to the
criminal complaint, Tawhedi entered the
United States on September 9, 2021 on a
special immigrant visa.lt said an FBI "confi-
dential human source" contacted Tawhedi
after he recently advertised the sale of his
family's personal property on Facebook.The
FBI source said he needed a computer for a
gun business he was starting and Tawhedi
expressed interest in purchasing two AK-47
assault rifles and ammunition, according to
the complaint.On Monday, Tawhedi and the
juvenile met with "FBl assets" at a rural loca-
tion in Oklahoma and purchased two AK-47
assaultrifles, 10 magazines, and 500 rounds
of ammunition, it said. They were immediately
arrested.

Afghan man, planning attack on US election day in November, arrested
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'There is one India’, says Canada amid
strained ties over Khalistan issue

'Canada’s policy is clear that India's territorial integrity must be re-
spected. There's one India,’ sald Deputy Foreign Minister of Canada

In a development that could
signal an improvement in diplo-
matic relations between India and
Canada, Canada’s Deputy For-
eign Minister David Morrison has
expressed support for India’s ter-
ritorial integrity. Speaking at a
public hearing of the Canadian
Foreign Interference Commis-
sion in Ottawa on October 4,
Morrison made it clear that “there
is one India” and the country’s
sovereignty must be respected.
His remarks, broadcast on the
nation’s parliamentary channel,
come at a time of heightened
tensions following the assassi-
nation of Khalistani separatist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar last year.

“Canada’s policy is very clear
that India’s territorial integrity
must be respected. There’s one
India, and that’s been made very
clear,” Morrison said, while ad-
dressing a concern raised by In-
dia over the Khalistani movement,
which has seen support from
some Canadian citizens. He also

FRONT PAGE FEATURE

acknowledged the existence of
Khalistan advocates in Canada
but reiterated Ottawa’s recogni-
tion of India’s unified
sovereignty.The statement
marks a key clarification of
Canada’s stance in light of the
diplomatic rift that escalated af-
ter Canadian Prime Minister Jus-

tin Trudeau suggested in Sep-
tember 2023 that Indian agents
were potentially involved in
Nijjar’s killing. India has firmly
denied these accusations, call-
ing them ‘absurd’ and ‘politically
motivated’, while also express-
ing concerns about Canada’s le-
niency towards pro-Khalistan

groups.Morrison also highlighted
the longstanding partnership be-
tween India and Canada, noting
that ties had been improving un-
til the Nijjar assassination
strained relations. He pointed out
that both countries were in talks
for a foreign trade agreement
and witnessed a positive en-

gagement during the G20 Sum-
mit in September 2023. How-
ever, the fallout from Nijjar’s
death led to the expulsion of
41 diplomats, pushing rela-
tions into what Morrison de-
scribed as a “complicated
place.”Despite this, Morrison
said communication channels
between the two nations re-
main open. “Canada and India
are partners going back many
decades. India is an increas-
ingly significant global player,
and Canada is taking account
of that in its policies,” he said,
hinting at a possible path for-
ward in resolving the diplo-
matic impasse.The tension
surrounding Nijjar’s killing has
left both nations grappling with
unresolved security concerns.
Trudeau, after the Lok Sabha
elections in June this year,
expressed a desire to resume
talks with India on critical is-
sues, including national secu-
rity and rule of law.

Indian e-commerce market poised
to reach $325 billion in 2030: Report

New Delhi, Oct 7 (VOICE)
Driven by robust rural demand,
Indian e-commerce market is
expected to reach $325 billion in
2030, with a strong 21 per cent
compound annual growth rate
(CAGR), a report said on Mon-
day.

The retail sector, which
is valued at $753 billion in FY23,
is projected to post a 9.1 per cent
CAGR until FY27, the highest
among the large economies, ac-
cording to the FICCI-Deloitte
report.The findings showed that
retailers are rapidly adapting to
omnichannel strategies, employ-
ing tech-enabled experiential sell-
ing, and launching new private
labels to cater to India’s price-
sensitive yet aspirational con-
sumers.

The expansion of retalil
networks in tier 2 and 3 cities is
expected to contribute a signifi-
cant portion of this growth, the
report noted.“Increased

smartphone penetration, internet
access and growing disposable
incomes have fuelled this expan-
sion.

Quick commerce, which
focuses on rapid delivery of es-
sentials, has also disrupted tra-

ditional supply chains, reshaping
consumption patterns,” men-
tioned the report which was
launched at an event in the na-
tional capital.The country is ex-
pected to be the world’s third-larg-
est consumer market by

2030.This growth is being fuelled
by heightened competition from
direct-to-consumer (D2C)
brands, a rising focus on
premiumisation, and innovative
new product development tai-
lored to the needs of young

and middle-income consumers.

“Additionally, FMCG ex-
ports are on the rise, contrib-
uting significantly to foreign di-
rect investment (FDI),” men-
tioned the report.

The growth has been
made possible by a significant
uptick in rural private consump-
tion in the country, owing to the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana (PMJDY). Over 53 crore
bank accounts have been
opened, bringing millions of ru-
ral Indians into the formal finan-
cial system for the first time.

The government has
also lauded the meteoric rise
in credit-driven consumption in
small cities and towns, calling
it a “revolutionary shift.” Ac-
cording to the central bank,
household consumption is
poised to grow faster as head-
line inflation eases “with a re-
vival of rural demand already
taking hold”.
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ton stop Trump winning the election?

Top polister CRAIG KESHISHIAN reveals how devastation in these key Republican strongholds could radically re-shape the race

Nearly every modern US
presidential election cycle has

been upended by an unforeseen [

'surprise’ of one sort or another.

In July 1972, Democratic r

presidential candidate George
McGovern was shocked to learn,

after his party's summer conven- g

tion, that his running mate Tho-
mas Eagleton had secretly re-
ceived electroshock therapy to
treat bouts of depression.

That was enough to discredit
Eagleton with the grand poohbahs
of the Democratic Party and help
doom
campaign.Eight years later, | was
working as a strategist for Ronald
Reagan's 1980 presidential cam-
paign, when my bosses coined
the phrase 'October
Surprise'.They were concerned
that our opponent, President
Jimmy Carter, would transform
the race by negotiating a last-
minute deal with armed Iranian
revolutionaries to release the 53
American hostages who had
been held in Tehran for over a

McGovern's [

CAFP via Getiv |m
year.Of course, everyone wanted
the hostages released no matter
what the circumstances, but it
was our job to anticipate the po-
tential political fallout of such an
event.Now, in 2024, here we are
again.

It's early October, less than
four weeks until the election and
there's another October Surprise
is in the making.This one is not
man-made. It is not the result of

an unforced error by a candidate
behaving badly.First and fore-
most, | pray that every single
person impacted by Hurricane
Milton emerges from this storm
safely and free from property
loss.| also recognize that this,
tragically, is an unlikely outcome.
So, | offer this analysis as a po-
litical strategist and pollster, fully
aware that many things in life are
more important than an election.

|

But is it my job to consider
what may happen —and I've con-
cluded that Milton may be a
game-changer come November
5.Let me explain:In the 2020 elec-
tion, Donald Trump defeated Joe
Biden in Florida by over 370,000
votes, which equates to barely 3
percentage points.That's a de-
cent margin in the Sunshine
State, but not a dominant
one.Trump won in 2020, in part,

by running up the Republican
tally in ruby-red GOP counties
like Pasco, Marion and
Sarasota, near Tampa.Big turn-
outs in those Republican
strongholds offset Democratic
wins in blue regions of the
state, like Miami-Dade County
in Florida's southeast.But now,
Hurricane Milton is blowing its
way right into the heart of Florida
— and places like Pasco and
Sarasota lie directly in its
path.Of all the 15 Florida coun-
ties under mandatory state
evacuation orders, 14 are domi-
nantly, if not overwhelmingly,
Republican.The total number of
registered Republican voters in
those 15 counties is slightly
over two million, while the num-
ber of registered Democrats in
those same counties is about
1.2 million.Approximately
800,000 more registered Repub-
licans than registered Demo-
crats in the state of Florida are
being told to get out of their
homes.
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Ratan Tata's body
is kept at NCPA
lawns, Nariman
Point in Mumbai
for people to pay
their respects and homage to the
philanthropist.Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde said that the last rites
of Mr Tata will be performed with full state
honours. During this period, the national
flag will fly at half-mast in government
offices in the state and no entertainment
or entertainment programs will be orga-
nized. CM has announced state mourn-
ing on Thursday (October 10).

Ratan Tata, chairman emeritus of
Tata Sons and a philanthropist, died on
October 9. He was 86. He was admit-
ted to Mumbai's Breach Candy hospital
in a critical condition, where he breathed
his last. Several politicians and indus-
try leaders have expressed shock and
grief over RatanTata's death. In a state-
ment, Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran said, "It is with a pro-
found sense of loss that we bid farewell
to Mr Ratan Naval Tata, a truly uncom-

Modi also expressed his
condolences on Mr
Tata's death. He called
him "a visionary busi-
ness leader, a compas-
sionate soul and an extraordinary hu-
man being".Union Home Minister Amit
Shah will attend the last rites of indus-
trialist Ratan Tata on behalf of the Gov-
ernment of India. Currently, Ratan Tata's
body is kept at NCPA lawns, Nariman
Point in Mumbai for people to pay their
respects and homage to the
philanthropist.Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde said that the last rites
of Mr Tata will be performed with full state
honours. During this period, the national
flag will fly at half-mast in government
offices in the state and no entertainment
or entertainment programs will be orga-
nized. CM has announced state mourn-
ing on Thursday (October 10).Ratan
Tata, chairman emeritus of Tata Sons
and a philanthropist, died on October 9.
He was 86. He was admitted to Mumbai's
Breach Candy hospital in a critical con-
dition, where he breathed his last.
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A Leader LI

For the past 23 years, no
other global leader has used
adversity as an opportunity for
growth. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's extraordinary
leadership and seva bhav as
Head of Government has re-
sulted in revolutionary changes
at both the state and national
levels. Modi's climb from
Gujarat chief minister to Prime
Minister of India (he is now in
his third term) has been marked
by daring initiatives, techno-
logical advancements, and a
reinvention of India's role in the
world arena. On Monday, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
complete 23 years in public of-
fice, a tenure marked by a se-
ries of ambitious schemes and
initiatives widely regarded as
transformative, first in Gujarat
and then in India, particularly
in the areas of economic re-
form, sanitation, infrastructure,
and environmental
conservation.When he became
Gujarat's Chief Minister in
2001, he was forced to deal
with the aftermath of a devas-
tating earthquake in the Kutch
district. Many people died, and
those that survived were left
destitute. Modi travelled to
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Kutch and oversaw the rehabili-
tation of the economy and
people's lives. Under Chief Min-
ister Modi's creative leader-
ship, the Raan of Kutch has
grown into a major tourism
attraction.A natural proclivity
for the rural, Modi dealt with the
incessant electricity outages
by separating Domestic con-
sumption from the agriculture
sector's consumption and
sorted the problem of power
cuts. With a desire to keep the
tribal children in school, Modi
introduced solar power in all the
schools. Expanding from this
and understanding the need for
clean energy in his state, Modi
introduced the 'rent a roof’
scheme, a way for people to
access solar panels without
the initial costs of owning them
to encourage the use of solar
power. The avant-garde rural
electrification scheme,
Jyotigram Yojana, ensured
24x7 power supply to villages
in Gujarat. The success of this
scheme led to the launch of the
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gram
Jyoti Yojana in 2015 when
Narendra Modi became Prime
Minster. It aims to provide con-
tinuous power supply to rural

India.In fact, various projects
that were during Narendrg
Modi's period as Gujarat Chief
Minister, launched have since
been successfully copied
throughout India, winning inter-
national renown. These initia-
tives, which range from sanita-
tion and infrastructure to social
welfare and community involve-
ment, demonstrate his imagi-
native approach. The fact that
programs developed in Gujarat
were eventually expanded na-
tionwide demonstrates their rel-
evance, scalability, and adapt-
ability-demonstrating how poli-
cies benefiting Gujarat resi-
dents were effectively applied

across the country.For ex-
ample, Nirmal Gujarat laid the
foundation for the nationwide
Swachh Bharat Mission,
launched in 2014, a drive to im-
prove sanitation that also tar-
geted the elimination of open
defecation. The sanitation
Landscape in rural and urban
areas changed dramatically
with over 120 million toilets con-
structed across India. Another
example that has given life-en-
hancing benefits was the trans-
formation of the statewide Jal
Mandir initiative in Gujarat to
the national level the Jal Jeevan
Mission, which has connected
more than 151 million. house-

holds to tap water since 2014.
Similarly, The Swajal Dhara

scheme, introduced during
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
tenure as Chief Minister of
Gujarat focused on ensuring
community participation in man-
aging rural water supply sys-
tems, emphasizing the impor-
tance of clean and accessible
drinking water for all. This ini-
tiative laid the groundwork for
the national-level Har Ghar Jal
mission, launched under the
Jal Jeevan Mission, under the
Jal Jeevan Mission, which
aims to provide piped water
supply to every household in
rural India by 2024.

Iran And Israel: Restraint Is Not
Even On The Table Ahymore

Last year's October 7 terror
attacks by Hamas unleashed
carnage on ordinary civilians,
the aftermath of which contin-
ues to this day. Today marks
one year since that fateful morn-
ing. Both the attack by a non-
state actor and the state re-
sponse to it were unprec-
edented in terms of their sheer
scope, firepower and destruc-
tion. Gaza has been flattened
out, with millions of people in-
ternally displaced within a nar-
row Gaza strip. Israel, too, has
lost some 1,200 civilians and
soldiers; this is in addition to
over 250 people who were taken
hostage by Hamas on October
7.

Many forget that the date of
the Hamas attack also marked
the 50th anniversary of the Yom
Kippur War. The gravity of the

day and the need to beef up se-
curity should not have been lost
on Mossad, the Shin Bet and
the Israel Defense Forces (IDF).
But perhaps Israel was overcon-
fident. So when the agencies
were caught unawares, Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, heading
Israel's ultra-right government,
naturally vowed to destroy
Hamas, with only one goal in
mind: reoccupation of Gaza.
The World Has Failed To Un-
derstand The ConflictHowever,
despite the carpet bombing of
Palestine and the assassination
of a number of Hamas militants
and leaders, the group survives
a year on. It continues to hold
around 100 hostages captive
even now, hoping to use them
as leverage for a permanent
ceasefire and release of their
prisoners from Israeli jails. But

Netanyahu is in no mood for ne-
gotiation. Already, he has ex-
tended his tenure to escape le-
gal action, in the process sub-
jecting himself to International
Court of Justice (ICJ) rulings and
International Criminal Court
(warrants). Those things matter
little to him though - if anything,
Netanyahu seems to be wear-
ing this international criticism as
a medal of honour.

The international
community's approach to resolv-
ing the conflict has been flawed
since the very beginning. The
focus has always been on avoid-
ing the escalation and expan-
sion of the war without showing
much commitment towards ad-
dressing the root cause of the
tensions, including the Palestin-
ian issue. Iran and Israel both
suffer from the Mutual Assured

Destruction (MAD) syndrome,
that is, in case of conflict, they'd
strive for each other's complete
destruction. Iran's quest for
nuclear parity with Israel and its
asymmetrical advantage and in-
fluence exercised through its
proxies, the three or four 'H's -
Hamas in Gaza and Palestine,
Hezbollah in Lebanon and
Syria, Houthis and Kataib
Hezbollah in Iraq - have been a
constant source of worry for the
Jewish state as well as its bene-
factors in the West, especially
the US. The 'Neutrality’ Of
Arab Countries

Even Arab countries in the
region are wary of lranian power
pursuits and projections - which
is why, even as many nations
continue their rapprochement
with Iran, the ongoing lIsraeli
campaign against its proxies

does not raise many eyebrows.
This was evident during the re-
cent Iran-Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) meeting in
Doha, where the new Iranian
President, Masoud
Pezeshkian, met the Qatari
Emir and Foreign Ministers of
GCC countries. The Foreign
Minister of Saudi Arabia forth-
rightly claimed that his country
was committed to resolving all
differences with Iran. "We seek
to close the page of differences
between the two countries for-
ever and work towards the reso-
lution of our issues and expan-
sion of our relations like two
friendly and brotherly states,"
he said.The Gulf countries also
assured Iran of their neutrality
in the ongoing war and stated
that they would not allow US
bases to operate against Iran.



Friday 11 Oct to 17 Oct 2024

FRONT PAGE FEATURE

g

A Year after Israel-Hamas War, Biden Mute
Spectator as Netanyahu Remains on Offensive

The two quotes encapsulate
the dramatic change in the
deep US-Israel relations in
more than seven decades on
the first anniversary of the Is-
rael-Hamas War.

Israel has been America’s
steadfast ally in West Asia—
during the Cold War and the
later years to counter the So-
viet/Russian influence and sub-
sequently to maintain control in
a volatile and strategically im-
portant region that has the big-
gest oil reserves and the most
important supply route.
Despite no mutual defence
pact, the US provides cutting-
edge military platforms and
technology worth billions to Is-
rael. According to the United
States Agency for International
Development and the Congres-
sional Research Service, Israel
has received $310 billion in for-
eign aid since its founding with
an MoU to receive $3.8 billion
annually through 2028. America
spends an extra $500 million
annually on joint Israeli missile
defence programmes, like Ar-
row Il and David’s Sling.Since
the Israel-Hamas War, the US
has provided more than $12.5
billion in military aid to Israel
with the latest package worth
$8.7 billion in
September.However, the Gaza
human catastrophe following
the Israel-Hamas War, the as-
sassination of Hezbollah chief
Hassan Nasrallah and top com-
manders and the ground opera-
tion in southern Lebanon have
soured relations between the
two partners and exposed
America’s weakness as the up-
holder of world order, especially
its slipping control over Israel.
What has made matters more
complex is that the two coun-
tries are led by leaders who
have known each other for more
than four decades.

Joe Biden was a senator and
Benjamin Netanyahu was the
deputy chief of Mission under
then-ambassador Moshe Arens
in the US. Their rise in politics
was parallel.

Their relations soured for the
first time during the Barack
Obama presidency when the
US opposed Israel’s increasing
West Bank settlements and
Bibi opposed the Iran nuclear
deal. “He’s been a friend for over
30 years,” Biden said in No-

vember 2014. “| said, ‘Bibi, |
don’t agree with a damn thing

iRL)

you say, but | love you.
Netanyahu exposes Biden’s
weakness

The blow to the US-Israel ties
couldn’t have been worse with
the two leaders nearing the end
of their political careers.
Biden’s career will end in Janu-
ary. Netanyahu, the longest-
serving Israeli prime minister in
his sixth term, has remote
chances of another stint after
his ‘Mr Security’ image was
shattered following the October
7 Hamas massacre and the
failure to bring the hostages
home.One leader is trying to
stay in power and take his fi-
nal shot to the top post. The
other one is desperate for an
elusive peace in the region that
could be his swan song and the
hallmark of his career.In the pro-
cess, Netanyahu exposed
America’s weakness as the
most powerful nation in general
and Biden'’s ineffectiveness, in
particular, as the world’s most
powerful man. His use of ex-
cessive force to annihilate
Israel’s sworn enemies, Hamas
and Hezbollah, which has
claimed thousands of civilian
lives in Gaza and Lebanon and
brought West Asia to the brink
of a bloody disaster, could turn
out to be the biggest blot on
Biden’s career.

A year into the war with Hamas,

Israel’s carpet bombing of Gaza
has killed more than 41,500,
wounded 96,625, displaced, at
least, 1.9 million people (9 out
of 10), destroyed 63 per cent
of the infrastructure and trig-
gered a famine-like situation
with more than 50,000 children
having acute malnutrition. Due
to the lack of potable, sanita-
tion and healthcare, cases of
jaundice, chickenpox, scabies
and Hepatitis A are increasing
with poliovirus found in
sewage.When Biden needed to
act to stop Gaza’s humanitar-
ian disaster, he appealed and
warned Israel. When the US
should have supported the two
ceasefire resolutions at the
UNSC, it opposed them. When
Biden should have put riders on
Israel’s use of lethal arms
against Gazans, he bypassed
Congress to permit two emer-
gency weapons sales to Israel
worth $253.5 million last
December.In May, after Biden
said that he wouldn’t provide of-
fensive weapons to Israel for its
Rafah assault, Netanyahu
snubbed him in an address to
the nation on Holocaust Re-
membrance Day. “I say to the
leaders of the world—no
amount of pressure, no deci-
sion by any international forum
will stop Israel from defending
itself. If we have to stand alone,
we will stand alone.”’Netanyahu
exposed Biden’s weakness but

the president should be equally
blamed for projecting American
indecisiveness.Three sets of
email exchanges between se-
nior US administration officials
which began on October 11,
2023—Israel’s fifth day of
airstrikes on Gaza—and ended
on 14, show internal concerns
in the State Department and
the Pentagon about the Ameri-
can support for the Israeli at-
tack and the impending human
disaster.Dana Stroul, the then-
deputy assistant secretary of
defence for the Middle East,
wrote in an October 13 email
to senior Biden aides warning
that the mass evacuation or-
dered by Israel before the
bombing would be a humanitar-
ian disaster and could violate
international law, leading to war
crime charges against Tel Aviv,
according to Reuters.Though
some officials wanted Biden to
show sympathy for Palestinians
and allow more humanitarian
aid into Gaza, he continued
supporting Netanyahu, who or-
dered the ground invasion de-
spite US reservations.As Israeli
bombardment razed hospitals,
schools and mosques, Bill
Russo, the then-assistant sec-
retary of state in the Bureau of
Global Public Affairs, emailed
top State Department officials:
“If this course is not quickly re-
versed by not only messaging
but action, it risks damaging our

stance in the region for years
to come.” When Barbara Leaf,
the assistant secretary of state
for Near Eastern Affairs, for-
warded his email to White
House officials, including Brett
McGurk, Biden’s top adviser for
West Asia affairs, with a warn-
ing, he replied that the US sup-
ported humanitarian corridors
and was concerned for civilians
but ruled out a ceasefire.
Failing to strike a balance be-
tween supporting Israel and pro-
tecting Gazans, Biden contin-
ued supporting Netanyahu,
which eroded America’s image
as a superpower.

TIME magazine’s June cover
couldn’t have been more ironic
with its headline: ‘We Are the
World Power.” How Joe Biden
Leads.

However, Netanyahu’s action
has belied the headline—the
US is neither a world power
anymore nor Biden is leading.
Netanyahu is prolonging the
war to avoid being indicted for
fraud, breach of trust and ac-
cepting bribes in three cases
involving media moguls and rich
associates. Biden knows this
yet he wasn’t direct when asked
by the TIME. “There is every
reason for people to draw that
conclusion.”Israel’s action
against Iran and Hezbollah
without consulting the US
showed Biden’s powerlessness
and weakness. Netanyahu
made the following deadly de-
cisions without consulting
Biden:

On April 1, the IRGC’s top com-
mander Major General
Mohammad Reza Zahedi was
killed in an Israeli airstrike on
the Iranian consulate in Dam-
ascus. On July 31, Hamas’s
political chief Ismail Haniyeh
was assassinated in an
airstrike/bomb explosion in
Tehran. A few hours ago, top
Hezbollah commander and
Nasrallah’s right-hand man
Fuad Shukr had been killed in
an airstrike in Beirut.On Sep-
tember 17, around a dozen
people were killed and around
3,000 injured when thousands
of pagers, mainly belonging to
Hezbollah members, exploded
simultaneously across Leba-
non and Syria.On September
18, 20 people were and 450
injured killed when walkie-talk-
ies exploded in Lebanon.
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Joe Biden meets Muhammad Yunus,
offers US's full support to Bangladesh

According to a press note, Joe Biden said if the students could sacrifice so much for their country, “they too should do more”.

Muhammad Yunus, the Chief
Adviser of the Bangladesh
government, on Tuesday met US
President Joe Biden on the
sidelines of the UN General
Assembly session in New York.
According to a press note from
the Chief Adviser's Office, Biden
offered the US's full support to the
interim  government  of
Bangladesh.The Nobel Peace
Prize winner sought the US's
cooperation in rebuilding
Bangladesh while apprising
Biden about how the students
"rose against the tyranny of the
previous government" and gave
their lives to create the
opportunity to rebuild
Bangladesh, the press note
read.According to the press note,
Biden said if the students could

sacrifice so much for their
country, "they too should do
more".Yunus also met a host of
other leaders at the UN session,
including World Bank President

Ajay Banga and UN High

Commissioner for Human Rights
Volker Turk.Muhammad Yunus,
a noted economist known for
founding Grameen Bank and

pioneering the concept of
microfinance and microcredit,
was sworn in as the chief adviser
of the interim government of
Bangladesh on August 8. This

came three days after former
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
resigned and fled the country
after a violent student-led mass
uprising.Notably, there were
allegations against the US of
orchestrating a regime change in
Bangladesh, with Sheikh Hasina
herself hinting about the
American interference in the past.

However, the White
House rejected the claims,
saying that the United States
government was involved in the
Bangladesh  situation.On
September 15, a high-level US
delegation met Muhammad
Yunus in Dhaka and assured him
of expanding economic and
political ties to create a more
equitable and inclusive future for
the people of the country.

Prevent beggars from entering under
Umrah visas, Saudi Arabia urges Pak

Saudi Arabia has raised concerns about the growing humber of Pakistani beggars arriving in the Kingdom under the guise of
religious pilgrimage and asked Islamabad to take action to prevent them from entering the Gulf country, a media report said.

Saudi Arabia has raised
concerns about the growing
number of Pakistani beggars
arriving in the Kingdom under
the guise of religious
pilgrimage and asked
Islamabad to take action to
prevent them from entering the
Gulf country, a media report
said on Tuesday.Citing
sources from Pakistan's
Ministry of Religious Affairs,
the Express  Tribune
newspaper reported that the
Saudi authorities have also
warned that if the situation is
not controlled, it could
negatively affect Pakistani
Umrah and Hajj pilgrims."The
Saudi Ministry of Hajj has
issued a warning to Pakistan's
Ministry of Religious Affairs,
urging action to prevent
Pakistani beggars from
entering the kingdom under
Umrah visas," the paper said.In
response, Pakistan's Ministry
of Religious Affairs has
decided to introduce an
"Umrah Act," which aims to
regulate travel agencies

facilitating Umrah trips, bringing
them under legal oversight, it
said.Additionally, the ministry
has asked the Pakistani
government to find ways to
prevent beggars from travelling to
Saudi Arabia under the guise of
religious pilgrimage.

Earlier, in a meeting with
Saudi Ambassador Nawaf bin
Said Ahmed Al-Malki, Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi assured
him that strict measures would
be implemented against the
mafia responsible for sending
beggars to Saudi Arabia.

The Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) has been tasked
with cracking down on this
network, which Mohsin said is
damaging Pakistan's image.

Pakistani beggars travel to
the Middle East under the guise
of ziarat (pilgrimage). Most
people visit Saudi Arabia on
Umrah visas and then indulge in
begging-related activities,
Secretary Overseas Pakistanis
Zeeshan Khanzada said last
year.Arshad Mahmood,

Secretary of Overseas

Pakistanis, last year pointed out
that several Gulf countries have
expressed concerns regarding
the behaviour of overseas
Pakistanis, particularly in areas
of work ethics, attitudes, and
involvement in criminal activities.
According to the Ministry of
Overseas Pakistanis and Human
Resource Development, a
staggering 90 per cent of
beggars apprehended in foreign
countries belong to Pakistan.

The FIA has been directed to
crack down on the mafias
responsible for sending beggars
to Saudi Arabia.

A month ago, the FIA
offloaded 11 alleged beggars
from a Saudi Arabia-bound flight
at Karachi airport.

During the immigration
process, FIA officials questioned
the passengers, who admitted
that their purpose for visiting
Saudi Arabia was to beg.

In September last year, 16
beggars disguised as pilgrims
were offloaded from a Saudi
Arabia-bound flight and
arrested for trying to travel to
the Gulf Kingdom to indulge in
begging.

A majority of the
pickpockets arrested from
within Mecca's grand mosque
are Pakistani nationals,
Khanzada was quoted as
saying in local media.
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Retired New York judge kills himself as FBI
arrives on doorstep of his expensive home

A former prosecutor and
retired judge killed himself on
Tuesday as the FBI arrived at
his home in New York to arrest
him.

Stewart Rosenwasser, 72,
died from a self-inflicted
gunshot wound during a federal
raid on his $430,000 home in
Campbell Hall.

The shamed judge has been
embroiled in a federal bribery
scandal involving a previous
case that he oversaw as a
public prosecutor. After
authorities arrived at his
address to arrest him on
Tuesday morning,
Rosenwasser allegedly opened

fire on federal agents before
taking his own life.Federal
prosecutors allege that
Rosenwasser had been taking
bribes worth $63,000 while
working inside the Orange
County District Attorney's
Office.The bureau said: 'The
FBI is reviewing an agent-
involved shooting that

occurred earlier this morning |

in Campbell Hall, NY. The FBI
takes all shooting incidents
involving our agents seriously.

'In accordance with FBI policy, |

the shooting incident is under
review by the FBI's Inspection
Division. As this is an ongoing
matter, we have no further

details to provide.'According to
an indictment unsealed just

United States Files Suit Against the Georgia Institute of Technology and
Georgia Tech Research Corporation AIIeglng Cybersecurity Violations

ATLANTA - The United
States has filed a complaint-in-
intervention against the Georgia
Institute of Technology (Georgia
Tech) and Georgia Tech
Research Corporation (GTRC)
raising claims under the False
Claims Act and federal common
law alleging that those
defendants failed to meet
cybersecurity requirements in
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connection with U.S.
Department of Defense (DoD)
contracts.

GTRC is an affiliate of
Georgia Tech that contracts
with government agencies for
work to be performed at
Georgia Tech and its related
entities.

On February 20,

2024, the United States

intervened in a whistleblower
suit brought by current and
former members of Georgia
Tech’s cybersecurity team
against Georgia Tech and
GTRC.“Cybersecurity

. compliance by government

contractors is critical in
safeguarding U.S. information

~and systems against threats

posed by malicious actors,”
said U.S. Attorney Ryan K.
Buchanan.

“For this reason, we
expect contractors to abide by
cybersecurity requirements in
their contracts and grants,
regardless of the size or type
of the organization or the
number of contracts involved.
Our office will hold accountable
those contractors who ignore
cybersecurity rules.

hours after his death, he had

i taken money from a Mout'z

'Marty' Soudani, who's nephew
Martin Soudani was last year
jailed for stealing $1.9 million
from his uncle. Prosecutors
allege that Soudani and
Rosenwasser had known each
other for around 40 years, and
Rosenwasser had represented
him as a private attorney in the
1990s.Mout'z had accused
both his sister, Eman, and his
nephew of stealing the money
from him October 2022. The
charges against Eman were
dropped, and Martin later
pleaded guilty to taking $1.6
million from his uncle and

served two months in behind
bars. The entire case against
the two was prosecuted after
Mout'z paid Rosenwasser to go
after his own family, according
to federal investigators. After
Eman and Martin were arrested
in Colorado, Rosenwasser is
alleged to have text Soudani
saying: 'l won't text anymore.
Anything you want to tell me,
call me. That's it. | will call you
tomorrow. We must stop
creating text messages.
Period.Martin's lawyers are
seeking post-conviction relief
by challenging the legality of
the conviction and requesting
the judgement be vacated.

US to send more troops to Middle
East amid rising violence

The US is sending
additional troops to the Middle
East in response to a sharp
spike in violence between
Israel and Hezbollah forces in
Lebanon that has raised the
risk of a greater regional war,
the Pentagon said Monday.

Pentagon press secretary
Major General Pat Ryder would
provide no details on how
many additional forces or what
they would be tasked to do.
The US currently has about
40,000 troops in the region.

“In light of increased
tension in the Middle East and
out of an abundance of
caution, we are sending a
small number of additional US
military personnel forward to
augment our forces that are
already in the region. But for

operational security reasons,
I’m not going to comment on
or provide specifics.”The new
deployments come after
significant strikes by Israeli
forces against targets inside
Lebanon that have killed
hundreds and as lIsrael is
preparing to conduct further
operations.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on Monday
warned Lebanese civilians in a
videotaped message to evacuate
their homes ahead of further
airstrikes. He spoke as lIsraeli
warplanes continued to strike
alleged Hezbollah targets in
southern and eastern Lebanon.

The State Department is
warning Americans to leave
Lebanon as the risk of a
regional war increases.

United States Files Suit Against the Georgia Institute of Technology and
Georgia Tech Research Corporation Alleging Cybersecurlty Vlolatlons

The son of the man suspected
in the assassination attempt in
Florida against former President
Donald Trump has been arrested
on federal charges of possessing
child sexual abuse images.

Oran Alexander Routh was

arrested this week after
authorities searched his
Greensboro, North Carolina,
home “in connection with an
investigation unrelated to child
exploitation,” and found hundreds
of files depicting child sexual
abuse, an FBl agent said in court

papers.Investigators who seized
multiple electronic devices
found videos sent to Oran Routh
in July as well as chats from a
messaging application
commonly used by people who
share child sexual abuse
material, the FBI agent said.He
faces two charges of possessing
and receiving child sexual abuse
material and is expected to appear
later Tuesday in federal court in
North Carolina.

There was no attorney
listed for Oran Routh in court

papers. Phone messages left for
relatives of Oran Routh were not
immediately returned.

Oran Routh’s father, Ryan
Wesley Routh, has been charged
with federal gun offences in
connection to the attempted
assassination at Trump’s Florida
golf course earlier this month.
Prosecutors have indicated much
more serious attempted
assassination charges are
coming.Oran Routh’s arrest was
first reported Tuesday by ABC
News.
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Kamala Harris is stumped by question about crucial
part of her economic policy during MSNBC interview

Vice President Kamala Har-
ris gave a long pause during her
interview on MSNBC when she
faced a question over how she
would pay for her economic
plans. The moment came early
in the interview where Harris bat-
ted away slow-pitch questions
such as 'can we trust
you?'Interviewer Stephanie Ruhle
asked Harris, who was giving her
first network TV interview since
securing her party's nomination,
how she would pay for her eco-
nomic plans. 'lf you can't raise
corporate taxes or if GOP takes
control of the Senate, where do
you get the money to do that,'
her interviewer asked, after Har-
ris outlined some of her plans
like a $6,000 credit for young
couples or subsidies for new
small business
ventures.Republicans stand a
decent chance of taking the
chamber from the narrow Demo-
cratic majority, with a Montana
Democratic-held seat growing in-

creasingly vulnerable. ‘Butwe’re
going to have to raise corporate
taxes,” Harris told her after a
pause. 'And we're going to have
to raise —we're going to have to
make sure that the biggest cor-
porations and billionaires pay
their fair share. That's just it,’
Harris said.She neglected to say

the details of her plan, which in-
clude a new 25 percent mini-
mum tax on people worth more
than $100 million, a capital gains
hike, and an increase in the cor-
porate tax to 28 percent.

Ruhle herself said after the
interview that 'she doesn't an-
swer the question ... Where is

What's next for NYC as Mayor Adams

faces indictment and calls

g

New York City Mayor Eric
Adams has received a barrage of
calls for his resignation immedi-
ately following news of his indict-
ment by a grand jury on federal
criminal charges. If Adams were

to step aside following the indict-
ment, he would initially be re-
placed by Public Advocate
Jumaane Williams, a progressive
Democrat. The next mayoral elec-
tion is not due until June of next

for resigna-

year.Williams has been the pub-
lic advocate since 2019 and would
take over as acting mayor. Re-
sponsibility for setting a date for
a special election to decide
Adams' successor would fall to
Williams and he would need to
do so within three days of taking
over the post. Williams has long
been a harsh critic of Adams
casting doubts about his ability
to govern amid the current swirl
of federal investigations. 'I'm not
sure how you continue to govern
with, every day, more corrupt ar-
rests, more corrupt suspicions,’
he said. He has attacked the
mayor's policing strategy which
he sees as aggressive.

she going to get the money
from?' 'She said we just have to
do it. And that's great and that's
a campaign promise,' she
added. The moment came in an
interview where Harris blasted
Trump for wanting to extend the
array of his 2017 tax cuts.
‘The facts remain that

Donald Trump calls Ukraine
against Russia's invasion;

Former President Donald
Trump described Ukraine in
bleak and mournful terms
Wednesday, referring to its
people as “dead” and the coun-
try itself as “demolished," and
further raising questions about
how much the former president
would be willing if elected again
to concede in a negotiation over
the country's future.

Trump argued Ukraine
should have made concessions
to Russian President Vladimir
Putin in the months before
Russia's February 2022 attack,
declaring that even “the worst
deal would’ve been better than
what we have now."Trump, who
has long been critical of U.S.

Donald Trump has a history of
taking care of very rich people,
and I'm not mad at anybody for
being rich, but they should pay
their fair share,” Harris
said.Harris said her plan would
cut taxes for 100 million Ameri-
can, protecting those earning
less than $400,000 per year.
She talked about building an
economy where people have
an ‘ability to buy a home, to
start a business, to take a
nice vacation from time to
time.’She also responded to
Trump's claims she never
worked at McDonald's by re-
vealing reciting one of the fast
food chain's famous jingles.

But the candidate avoided
major stumbles, after facing
pressure from Republicans
and the media to do more
interviews. Ruhle also asked
Harris how she could raise
taxes on corporations with-
out sending them overseas
where taxes were cheaper.

‘dead’, dismisses its defense
1f they made a bad deal...

aid to Ukraine, frequently claims
that Russia never would have
invaded if he was president and
that he would put an end to the
war if he returned to the White
House. But rarely has he dis-
cussed the conflict in such de-
tail.

His remarks, at a North
Carolina event billed as an eco-
nomic speech, come on the
heels of a debate this month in
which he pointedly refused to
say whether he wanted Ukraine
to win the war.

On Tuesday, Trump
touted the prowess of Russia
and its predecessor Soviet
Union, saying that wars are
“what they do.

The BAPS Shri
Swaminarayan Mandir in
California was on
Wednesday desecrated
with anti-Hindu messages,
the second such incident in
the US in the past 10 days.
The BAPS Public Affairs
said their temple in

Sacramento was desecrated
with a "Hindus go back"
message.

We stand united
against hate with prayers for
peace," the organisation said
in a post on X.

The Sacramento
Police said that they were

investigating "vandalism
being classified as a hate
crime" at the BAPS Hindu
Temple in Mather.

"Police further stated
that the accused also cut
water lines at the property.

Meanwhile, members of
the Hindu community

Temple defaced in US with 'Hindus go back' message, 2nd incident in 10 days

gathered at the temple
following the incident for a
prayer ceremony to prmote
"harmony".

"Community leaders
gathered for a heartfelt prayer
ceremony at the BAPS
Mandir in Sacramento, CA,
following the desecration of

the mandir.

Inspiared by Mahant
Swami Maharaj, we remain
dedicated to promoting
harmony and standing
against intolerance.

Together we will defeat
hate," the organisation said
while posting pictures on X.
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Big threats to my life from lran, attacker's
death wish is to target me: Trump

Former US President Donald Trump has claimed "big threats” to his
life from Iran and that the death wish of the attacker was to attack

Former US President and
Republican presidential candidate
Donald Trump alleged "big
threats" to his life from Iran and
that an attack on him was a
"death wish" for the attacker.
Trump made the claim after he
survived two assassination
attempts in two months.The 78-
year-old Republican was also
briefed by US intelligence
agencies on the "real and
specific" threat to his life allegedly
from Iran in a bid to "sow chaos"
in the country, according to his
campaign.Big threats to my life
from Iran. The entire US military
is watching and waiting. Moves
were already made by Iran that

US & THE WORLD
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didn’t work out, but they will try than I have ever seen before," he money to Secret Service - Zero something. An attack on a former
again. Not a good situation for tweeted on Tuesday (local 'No' Votes, strictly bipartisan. Presidentis a death wish for the
anyone. | am surrounded by time)."Thank you to Congressfor Nice to see Republicans and attacker!" he said.Steven Cheung,

more men, guns and weapons unanimously approving far more Democrats get together on Trump's

Campaign

communications director said on
late Tuesday night, "President
Trump was briefed earlier today
by the Office of the Director of
National Intelligence regarding
real and specific threats from Iran
to assassinate himin an effort to
destabilise and sow chaos in the
usS.

""Intelligence officials
have identified these 'continued
and coordinated' attacks
heightened in the past few
months, and law enforcement
officials across all agencies are
working to ensure Trump is
protected and the November
election is free from interference,"
Cheung said.On July 13, Trump
narrowly survived a shooting
when a bullet grazed his ear
during a campaign rally in
Butler, Pennsylvania.

In his latest gaffe, Joe Biden
forgot that he was speaking in
Midtown Manhattan on
Wednesday, September 25,
and instead went on to
welcome world leaders to
Washington. “Thank you, thank
you, thank you. Welcome to
Washington,” the 81-year-old
president said at the
InterContinental New York
Barclay hotel, which is about five
minutes’ walk north of the
famous Chrysler Building.Biden

then moved on to his speech,
which suggests he did not realise
he made a mistake. “Fellow
leaders, friends, for 944 days
[Russian President Vladimir} Putin
has waged his vicious onslaught
against Ukraine,” he said at the
gathering, where Western leaders
had come together to reaffirm their
support for Kyiv.Joe Biden rejected
calls for his resignation, even from
some DemocratsBiden, the
oldest-ever American president,
ended his candidacy for a second

term on July 21. He dropped out
of the race after a disastrous
debate performance against
Donald Trump, 78, and endorsed
Kamala Harris.

However, before dropping
out, Biden tried to dismiss
concerns over his debate
performance, saying in a
campaign ad, “l know right from
wrong. | know how to tell the truth.
And | know, like millions of
Americans know, when you get
knocked down, you get back up.”

Joe Biden forgets he’s in Midtown Manhattan while
addressing world leaders: ‘Welcome to Washington’

White House journalists' body slams limited
media access at Biden's Quad meetings

The White House Correspon-
dents' Association (WHCA) has
criticised the limited press access
at President Joe Biden's bilateral
meetings at the Quad summit in
Delaware and called it "unaccept-
able".

The Quad summit took place
on Saturday (local time) at Biden's
home in Wilmington, Delaware,
and was attended by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, Australian
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
and Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida. Reporters, how-

ever, are not allowed to cover bi-
lateral meetings with the White

House, citing "security concerns”.
In a tweet, CBS News corre-

spondent Ed O'Keefe said, "The
White House blocked the Ameri-
can press from documenting the
president’s 'personal meetings'
with the other leaders of the Quad.
But somehow, the Indian delega-

. tionwas able to broadcast live from

the front door of the Biden house-
hold.

"In an email, WHCA presi-
dent and Politico correspondent
Eugene Daniels said, "The lack
of access to the president of the
US for these bilateral meetings
due to a location chosen by the

White House is unacceptable to
the WHCA," Fox News
reported.Criticising the Biden
administration's stance on press
access, Daniels said, "My under-
standing is that the current pos-
ture of the administration is for the
press to only see the leaders drive
in with no eyes, or cameras on
POTUS in this historic moment. |
can’t remember a time where this
president has had a bilateral meet-
ing on US soil and the press and
therefore the American people
were blocked from seeing it.
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Trump calls for 100% tariffs on cars made in
Mexico as part of US manufacturing plan

Trump calls for 100% tariffs on cars made in Mexico as part of US manufacturing plan

SAVANNAH, Ga. — Donald
Trump on Tuesday pledged to
stop U.S. businesses from ship-
ping jobs overseas and to take
other countries’ jobs and facto-
ries by relying heavily on sweep-
ing tariffs to boost auto manufac-
turing — despite warnings that
domestic consumers would pay
more and a lack of specifics about
how his plans would work.

“I want German car companies
to become American car compa-
nies. | want them to build their
plants here," Trump declared dur-
ing a speech in Savannah,
Georgia. Trump added that, if
elected, he’d put a 100% tariff on
every car coming into the U.S.
from Mexico and that the only
way to avoid those charges would
be for an automaker to build the
cars in the U.S.His ideas, if en-
acted, could cause a huge up-
heaval in the American auto in-
dustry. Many automakers now
build smaller, lower-priced ve-
hicles in Mexico — facilitated by
a trade agreement Trump negoti-
ated while president— or in other
countries because their profit
margins are slim. The lower la-
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bor costs help the companies make
money on those vehicles.

German and other foreign
automakers already have extensive
manufacturing operations in the
U.S., and many now build more
vehicles here than they send.
BMW, for instance, has an 8 mil-
lion-square-foot campus in South
Carolina that employs 11,000
people building more than 1,500
SUVs per day forthe U.S. and 120

TRUMP
VANCE

export markets. Mercedes and
Volkswagen also have large fac-
tories here.lf German
automakers were to increase
production here, they likely
would have to take it from fac-
tories in Germany, which then
would run below their capacity
and be less efficient, said Sam
Abuelsamid, principal research
analyst for Guidehouse
Insights.“It makes no sense,” he

said. Trump proposes a ‘new
American industrialism’ — with-
out key specificsTrump has
sought to press presidential rival
Kamala Harris on the economy
and has proposed using tariffs on
imports and other measures to
boost American industry —even
as economists have cautioned
that U.S. consumers would bear
the costs of tariffs and other
Trump proposals like staging the

largest deportation operation in
U.S. history. The former president
laid out a broad array of economic
proposals during a speech in the
key swing state of Georgia, prom-
ising to create a special ambas-
sador to help lure foreign manu-
facturers to the U.S. and further
entice them by offering access
to federal land.Additionally, he
called for lowering the U.S. cor-
porate tax rate from 21% to 15%,
but only for companies that pro-
duce in the U.S. His opponent,
Vice President Harris, wants to
raise the corporate tax rate to
28%. It had been 35% when
Trump became president in
2017, and he later signed legis-
lation lowering it.

“We’re putting America first,”
Trump said. “This new American
industrialism will create millions
and millions of jobs.

"And Trump suggested
wiping away some environmen-
tal regulations to boost energy
production, saying America has
“got the oil, it’s got the gas. We
have everything. The only thing
we don’t have is smart people
leading our country.”

Byju's faces setback as US court
upholds $1.2 billion loan default ruling

The Delaware Supreme Court
on September 23 ruled against
Byju’s, upholding a previous de-
cision that found the Indian
edtech company in default on its
$1.2 billion Term Loan B.

The decision by the US court
adds another blow to Byju’s,
which has been facing several
challenges in recent months.

The court’s decision supports
an earlier ruling made by the
Delaware Court of Chancery,
which allowed the company’s

L 4 =

lenders, represented by Glas Trust
LLC, to seize control of Byju’s Al-
pha Inc, a key American subsid-
iary. This subsidiary had been
pledged as collateral for the
loan.The $1.2 billion loan was
originally extended to Byju’s by a
group of 37 financial institutions.
The loan agreement gave Glas
Trust, acting on behalf of the lend-
ers, the right to enforce their
claims if Byju's defaulted.

In March 2023, the lenders is-
sued a notice of default after

[§) BYJU'S

Byju’s failed to renegotiate the
loan’s terms. Following the de-
fault, Glas Trust sought to take
control of Byju’s Alpha Inc.,
which was central to securing
the loan.

In August 2023, the Dela-
ware Court of Chancery ruled
in favour of Glas Trust. The
court determined that Byju’s
had failed to meet its obliga-
tions under the loan agreement
and that Glas and the lenders
were entitled to take control of

Byju’s Alpha Inc. through written
consent.Byju’s appeal re-
jected Byju’s appealed the de-
cision, asking the Delaware Su-
preme Court to dismiss the
case.lt argued that the matter
should be put on hold due to a
separate lawsuit pending in a
New York court. However, the Su-
preme Court rejected this argu-
ment, stating that Byju’s had for-
feited its right to raise the issue
by not addressing it earlier in the
case.The Delaware Supreme
Court’s ruling said that Byju’s
had been given multiple chances
to raise its concerns before the
Court of Chancery, but the com-
pany failed to do so."We find it
difficult to see how judicial
economy and finality can square
with requiring the parties to re-
try the case, merely because the
Appellants failed to address an
issue which they now claim is
vital to this case," the court
stated in its ruling.Following the

court’s decision, control of
Byju’s Alpha Inc. will remain in
the hands of Glas Trust and the
group of lenders. This subsidiary
is a significant asset for the com-
pany and was initially offered as
collateral to secure the loan. The
lenders welcomed the ruling,
which bolstered their position on
Byju’s default.“We are pleased
that the Delaware Supreme
Court affirmed what we've
known: Byju’s knowingly
breached the credit agreement
and defaulted,” the lenders said
in a statement.They added that
Byju Raveendran, the
company’s co-founder, and Riju
Raveendran, a board member,
had acknowledged the default
when they signed amendments
to the agreement between Oc-
tober 2022 and January 2023.
The lenders also noted that the
ruling confirmed their right to ac-
celerate the loan and take con-
trol of Byju's Alpha Inc.
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Al will reshape jobs, but we won't run out
of work, says OpenAl Sam Altman

Al will reshape jobs, but we won't run out of work, says OpenAl Sam Altman

Sam Altman, CEO of OpenAl,
believes that artificial intelligence
(Al) will bring profound changes
to the job market, though not as
quickly or drastically as some
may fear. In a recent blog post,
Altman shared that Al could sig-
nificantly reshape labour mar-
kets, both positively and nega-
tively, but he doesn’t foresee a
sudden loss of jobs. He explains,
“Most jobs will change more
slowly than most people think,
and | have no fear that we’ll run
out of things to do.” He stresses

that while Al will replace some
tasks, it will also enable humans
to focus on more creative and
meaningful work, amplifying our
abilities.Altman suggests that
many of the jobs people do to-
day would seem trivial to some-
one from a few hundred years
ago. In the same way, future
generations may view our current
work as outdated or unneces-
sary. However, just as people
have adapted to technological
shifts in the past, he believes
society will adjust to the

changes Al brings. “People have
an innate desire to create and
to be useful to each other,”
Altman says, and Al will help us
unlock new ways to
contribute.Looking beyond jobs,
Altman paints a broader picture
of how Al will transform society.
He is optimistic that Al will en-
able humanity to achieve things
once thought impossible. He en-
visions a future where Al assists
in everything from healthcare to
education, offering “virtual tutors
who can provide personalised in-

Spiral galaxy 59 million light-years away looks like this:
NASA shareAs stunning video of 'young, hot stars’

The National Aeronautics and
Space Administration's (NASA)
Hubble Space Telescope has
shared a stunning video of a Spi-
ral galaxy known as Caldwell 45,
or NGC 5248. As per NASA's
Hubble, the spiral galaxy is lo-
cated 59 million light-years away
from Earth.The Hubble Space
Telescope which launched in
1990 changed the fundamental
understanding of the universe

right from determining the atmo-
spheric composition of planets
around other stars to discovering
dark energy.

Coming back to the video
shared by NASA Hubble, it added
that NGC 5248 is home to
starburst regions — places
where stars form at a much
higher rate than usual.

Explaining about the
video shared, it added that the

“bright blue patches seen
throughout the spiral arms in-
dicate the presence of young,
hot stars.”Many viewers ex-
pressed their admiration; one
user exclaimed “Maravilhoso!
(Wonderful in English)” while
another described it as
“Beautiful.”One user com-
mented saying, “This is an awe-
some watch! Looking at new
stars is progress that is not
scary, but marvelous!”Another
user added and said , “At first
glance, | was convinced | was
looking at a closeup shot of
freshly baked sourdough crust,
complete with floury dusted
sections. Amazing how so
many patterns and appear-
ances are mirrored from micro
to macro in our universe.”Some
one user called it “Dreamy”
while another called it “Perfect.

struction in any subject, in any
language, and at whatever pace
they need.” He also foresees Al

helping to solve global chal-
lenges like climate change and
scientific discoveries.

Digital payment transactions value hits Rs
3,699 lakh cr in FY24, UPI clocks 138 pc growth

Mumbai, As the unified
payments interface (UPI) goes
global, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has urged
the banks to explore creating
deeper digital opportunities and
utilise UPI as a transformative
innovation to empower millions.

According to FM
Sitharaman, India’s UPI
currently drives 45 per cent of
global digital
payments.Speaking at an event
in Pune, the Finance Minister
said a robust banking system
can help achieve economic
growth, social progress and
environmental sustainability,
and as UPI spreads its wings,
the banks can thrive along with
it too. Based on the
encouraging response received
from several countries, the RBI
is now focusing on making “UPI
and RuPay truly global”.

As per the latest
National Payments Corporation
of India (NPCI) data, UPI saw
41 per cent growth (year-on-
year) at record 14.96 billion
transactions in the month of
August, as total transaction
amount touched Rs 20.61 lakh
crore — a 31 per cent YoY
growth. The average daily
transaction amount stood at
483 million last month, as the
average daily transaction
amount reached Rs 66,475
crore. The value of UPI
transactions processed has
remained above Rs 20 lakh
crore for four consecutive
months. UPI is now adding up
to 60 lakh new users every
month, fuelled by the RuPay
credit card on UPI and its
launch in foreign countries.
transactions per day in the
coming years.

Enough is enough, says Elon Musk over US FAA fining SpaceX ‘for trivia

Blasting the US Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) for fining
SpaceX “for trivia”, CEO and
founder Elon Musk on Friday
said, “enough is enough”.Taking
to his social media platform X,
Musk lashed out at the FAA for
“attacking SpaceX for petty mat-
ters” while not taking any action
against Boeing “for putting astro-
nauts at risk”.

The FAA had on Tuesday, pro-
posed $633,009 in civil penalties
against SpaceX for allegedly fail-
ing to follow its licence require-
ments during two launches in
2023, by statutorily-set civil pen-

alty guidelines, a statement read.
The FAA stated that SpaceX used
the unapproved launch control
room for the PSN SATRIA mis-
sion and did not conduct the re-
quired T-2 hour poll on June 18,
2023. The agency also offered
SpaceX a 30-day time to respond.
“The FAANews leadership
spends their resources attacking
SpaceX for petty matters that
have nothing to do with safety
while neglecting real safety is-
sues at Boeing. This is deeply
wrong and puts human lives at
risk,” he said.“NASA deemed the
Boeing capsule unsafe for astro-

naut return, turning, out of neces-
sity, to SpaceX, yet instead of fin-
ing Boeing for putting astronauts
at risk, the FAA s fining SpaceX
for trivia! Enough is enough,” the
Tesla CEO added.The billionaire’s
comments came as Boeing’s
Starliner which launched Indian-
origin Sunita Williams and Butch
Wilmore to the International
Space Station was deemed unfit
by NASA to return the astro-
nauts. While the spacecraft re-
turned safely to Earth without the
crew, the US space agency roped
in SpaceX to bring the astronauts
back next year.
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What is the 2:2:2 rule for a relationship?

Feeling like your relationship is losing its spark? Try the viral 2:2:2
rule with your partner and rediscover the joy of quality time together.

If you ask anyone about the best
part of a relationship, many would
point to the honeymoon phase.
It's a time filled with excitement,
when everything feels fresh, and
you're eager to discover more
about your partner. The attraction
is magnetic, and you find your-

self wanting to be with them all =
the time.However, as the relation-
ship matures, that initial spark

often dims, and with it, the inten-
sity of romance can fade.This
shift is probably one of the rea-
sons why many couples are em-
bracing and discussing the 2:2:2
relationship rule on social media
as a way to keep their bond
strong for a long time.Ruchi
Ruuh, a Delhi-based relationship
counsellor, tells India Today that
the 2:2:2 rule encourages
couples to:Go on a date night
every 2 weeksHave a weekend
getaway every 2 monthsTake a
week-long vacation every 2 years
ccording to Ruuh, this rule is go-
ing viral because it offers a struc-
tured but simple formula for keep-
ing the relationship fresh and ac-
tive, allowing couples to create
scheduled, planned time for each
other despite busy schedules.

Dr Neerja Aggarwal, a Gurugram-
based psychologist and co-

In  healthcare, it's
important to recognize that a
one-size-fits-all approach
rarely works. Each
individual's unique biology,
lifestyle, and circumstances
need a personalized
approach to ensure the best
outcomes. For instance, two
individuals with Type 2
diabetes might have vastly
different treatment needs
despite having similar
physical attributes. One
might thrive on a plant-based
food plan with low stress,

hile the other may need an
animal-based one and face
high-stress levels—
underscoring the importance
of personalized treatments
hat address the condition
and the whole person.

Also read: Can poor

.
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founder of the mental health
startup Emoneeds, also believes
that the 2:2:2 relationship rule
offers a practical framework for
nurturing relationships in a struc-
tured yet meaningful way."lts
popularity stems from its simplic-
ity and effectiveness in fostering
emotional closeness, reducing
relationship burnout, and keeping
romance alive. As life becomes
increasingly hectic, couples find
that this strategy helps them
carve out intentional time to re-
connect and maintain a healthy,
balanced partnership, ensuring

sleep increase your belly
fat?

These treatments
consider various factors like
genetics, lifestyle,
environment, gut
microbiome, emotional well-
being, Achildhood
experiences, and medication
history to assess how an
individual might react to
specific medical plans or
dietary changes. In the
above example, the person
with the plant-based plan
may have a calm lifestyle
that enhances their response
to plant-based nutrients.
Conversely, an individual
relying on an animal-based
food plan may have genetic
needs for animal proteins but
also require effective stress
management to support their

-

long-term relationship satisfac-
tion and resilience," she adds.

It's beneficial for the relationship
The 2:2:2 rule provides planned
rituals for couples to reconnect,
reduce stress, and share mean-
ingful experiences. Experts be-
lieve that dates and getaways can
enhance communication, inti-
macy, and emotional bonding.

"Studies suggest that engaging
in these activities can reignite
passion and excitement in long-
term relationships. Dr Arthur
Aron's research on 'self-expand-
ing' activities found that couples

overall treatment.This is
where bio-individuality comes
in. It encourages a
personalized approach to
well-being, focusing on
understanding and
responding to the body’s
signals—such as energy
levels, mood, and digestion—
while making tailored
adjustments. Embracing bio-
individuality is like embarking
on a journey of self discovery,
where the key lies in
recognizing what works best
for one's own body rather than
following a one-treatment-
plan-fits-all approach. This
understanding becomes even
more critical when managing
stress, as each person's path
to stress relief is unique.
Chronic stress can worsen
underlying health conditions,

—

who engage in new and exciting
experiences together have
greater relationship satisfaction.
The 2:2:2 rule's focus on ritualis-
tic getaways and date nights en-
courages couples to break out of
their routines and try new, excit-
ing things," mentions Ruuh.
Meanwhile, Dr Aggarwal feels that
spending quality time together is
fundamental for maintaining a
healthy relationship because it
directly influences how connected
and valued each partner feels.
This is exactly what the 2:2:2 rule
taps into by encouraging couples

e
including gut issues, anxiety,
and other issues.

To address this,
incorporating holistic
practices such as nature,
sound medicine, yoga,
meditation, and blanced
cellular nutrition is crucial.
These methods work together
to balance the body's
systems, reduce
inflfammation, boost the
immune system, and
enhance overall well-being.

to consistently set aside inten-
tional moments for each other.
This regular focus on each other
helps partners build a reservoir of
positive interactions and shared
experiences. Over time, these
interactions reinforce a sense of
security and mutual appreciation.
It's important to understand that
dates and getaways are essen-
tial for escaping the distractions
of everyday life."Spending qual-

ity time with your partner fosters

intimacy and creates shared ex-
periences outside daily routines.
These moments allow you to re-
connect, communicate openly,
and reignite the romance. Time
away from everyday responsibili-
ties can also reduce stress,
strengthen emotional bonds, and
enhance overall relationship sat-
isfaction,” says Aashmeen
Munjaal, a Delhi-based mental
health and relationship expert.
Is it a relationship saviour?
Munjal believes the 2:2:2 rule can
help revive a struggling relation-
ship by encouraging intentional
quality time and fostering com-
munication.

By dedicating specific
time to each other, couples can
reconnect emotionally and re-
build intimacy.

However, a holistic approach
goes beyond this; it's a
complete lifestyle shift that
embraces six key pillars;
cellular nutrition, adequate
exercise/movement, qualit
sleep, emotional well-being,

spiritual  health, and
breathwork. By focusing on
these pillars, healthcare
professionals develop &
comprehensive, personalized
care plan that addresses each
individual's specific needs.
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" Therecently concluded  :
Milan Fashion Week saw
many designers embracing
the 1960s and 1990s

On 17 September, the first day of
the recent Milan Fashion Week,
designer Alberta Ferretti set the
mood for unapologetic bohemian
dressing, presenting her signature
floaty, sheer, pleated and ruched
dresses.

Some other showcases, too,
embraced the boho-chic vibe in
their showcases, making it the
biggest trend of the season.

At the Fendi show, Kim Jones
presented a series of slip dresses
accented with Art Deco texturing
and accessorised with Mama
baguettes that featured matching
embroidery. Blumarine’s newly
appointed creative director David
Koma balanced the voluminous
vibe of the romantic chiffon and
georgette dresses by punctuating
the line-up with leather separates.
Here are some other key trends

B3
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that emerged at the fashion week
in Milan.
Keeping it bold

Paying a tribute to the late Roberto
Cavalli, creative director Fausto
Puglisi’'s showcase for the brand
included 62 looks, many of which
were presented by Cavalli’s
favourite models, including
Mariacarla Boscono, Alek Wek,
Isabeli Fontana and Eva
Herzigova. Among the highlights
of the show were Cavalli’s
signature mermaid and bodycon
dresses.

It's also been a season of 90s soft
grunge, as was evident at the
showcases of Versace, Dolce
and Gucci. Sabato De Sarno, for
instance, offered plenty of
boudoir-inspired dresses in neon
green and Ancora-red crafted in
lace, which most probably be
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soon seen on various red
carperts.

ith polo tees, bringing back the
nineties mood of casual glamour.
Dolce & Gabbana offered a tribute
show to Marilyn Monroe, Monica
Vitti and Marlene Dietrich, by
dressing models in platinum wigs,
babydoll dresses and pointy
conical bras.

At Etro too, there was a panoply
of form-flattering mesh-meets-
prints looks, with a nod to
flamenco dancers.

Archival redux
Prada’s show saw a resurrection
of the archival classics, from Mary
Jane shoes and kitten heels with
pointy edges, to tie-up ballet
pumps and loafers. At Gucci, the
historical Bamboo bag got an
artistic upgrade.

There were a number of vintage
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versions customised by Japanese
artists Nami Yokoyama and
Daido Moriyama in the show.
Missoni also went back to the
archives and reignited a colourful
striped collection that was
originally created in 1990 to
celebrate the soccer world cup.
The print of Donatella Versace’s
favourite flower, wild rose, was
seen across garments in the
collection.

Disco dressing
Some designers, including Prada,
Gucci, Bottega Veneta and
Versace, presented high-octane
glam dresses, reminding that
shine is still in fashion.
Emporio Armani’s latticed skirts
with interlocking macro paillette,
for example, stood out, along with
sporty vest dresses featuring
sparkly horizontal stripes. One of

Tom Ford’s T-shirt dresses
encrusted with silver beads was
a statement-maker. Philosophy Di
Lorenzo Serafini was a little more
adventurous and presented two
head-to-toe shine looks in
glistening lamé, a co-ord set and
a halter gown with a thigh-high slit.
Summer leather

There were a handful of
showcases that made summer
leather shine. Tod’s play of
sculpting and draping techniques
and a masterful extrapolation of
leather stood out, especially seen
in a forest green pleated leather
dress. Also worth mentioning are
cutwork leather coats at
Ferragamo which evoked instant
desirability. At Bally, a standout
ensemble was a burgundy leather
coat with a nipped waist which
was paired with a skirt.
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Dadasaheb Phalke Award winner Mukesh Modi proudly announces the
release of “Thugs of Arms” Web Serles on Amazon Pr|me in USA & UK

After releasing of “Political War”

bollywood hindi feature film, The
Elevator, Torn Mr. Modi proudly
announces to release Bollywood
hindi web series “Thugs of Arms”,
produced by Mukesh Modi under
the D Star Entertainment, Indie
Films World banners in
collaboration with Chandan Paani
Studio is generating buzz with its
release on Amazon Prime Video
in the USA and UK. Directed by
Pavanprint Singh, this gripping

series is now available for #

streaming, captivating audiences
with its intense and suspenseful
storyline Thugs of Arms
produced by Mukesh Modi of
D Star Entertainment is also
streaming on
IndieFilmsWorld.com OTT
Platform Produced by D Star
Entertainment’s Mukesh Modi in
collaboration with Chandan Paani
Studio of Chandan Singh, Thugs
of Arms follows A group of 4
People Hijack’'s a Restaurant
and cyber-attack a Business
Tycoon ‘Vishwajeet Parmar’
collecting some Vital Information
from his laptop, soon things
starts to unfolds and the evening
takes unexpected turns.The
criminal drama will keep the

audlence engaged Iong after the
credits roll as they discuss
various theories of what is and
isn’treal. Starring, Sumant Vilas
Nitturkar, Srishti Mandal,
Prashant Karad, Soham Kaloke,
Deepak Pandit, Arvind Rai,
Gaurav Prince and many more.
Take away from “Thugs of
Arms”In Thugs of Arms a
business tycoon was attacked in
a restaurant. However, can he
truly be escaped? Are we
prepared of any kind of attack?
It brings an awareness to be alert
and be prepared of any
uncertainty.Why you must see

INDIE FILMS
W:+*RLD

the film “Thugs of Arms”This
film is a must-see for its blend of
intense personal drama and
crime, delivering a unique
emotional journey that keeps
you hooked. It dives deep into
how the criminal plan their attack
and pay the price of avoidance,
all set against a gripping
supernatural backdrop.
Objective of the film “Thugs
of Arms” by director Our goal
is to keep viewers fully engaged
with our characters, ensuring
they’re hooked from the moment
they appear on screen until their
exit. Get ready for a thrilling ride

that will leave you on the edge of
your seat, eagerly awaiting each
new episodeNow Modi is coming
with Indie Film Festival Awards
(IFFA), film festival for
Independent Filmmakers. IFFA
will support Indie Filmmakers in

distribution their films, release
their contents on Indie Films
World Streaming platform. IFFA
will  make Independent
Filmmakers dreams come true
by guiding them in all the stage
of filmmaking.

Yas Island, Abu Dhabi Becomes The Heart Of Indian Cinema As It
Plays Host To The Epic IIFA Festival 2024 - A Show-Stopping
Celebration Of Five Iconic Industries This 27th -29th Septembetr!

Global Release: Under the esteemed patronage
of His Excellency Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al
Nahyan, Minister of Tolerance & Coexistence, the
IIFA Awards return for an iconic third edition on
Yas Island, Abu Dhabi, from September 27th to
29th, 2024, at the renowned Etihad Arena. In
partnership with the Department of Culture and
Tourism — Abu Dhabi and Miral, the 24th Edition
of the lIFA Festival is set to be a historic celebration
of cinematic excellence, promising to be the
grandest yet, bringing together superstars across
five legendary industries.

As the International Indian Film Academy (lIFA)
Awards celebrates 24 years of cinematic
excellence, the festivities will commence with the
[IFA Utsavam Awards on Friday, September 27th,
shining a spotlight on the brilliance of South Indian
cinema. Following this, the IIFA Awards will take
place on Saturday, September 28th, honoring the
finest talents in Hindi cinema in a spectacular,
sold-out celebration of glamour and stardom. The
festival will culminate in grand style with the much-
anticipated IIFA Rocks on Sunday, September
29th, a vibrant celebration of music, fashion, and
entertainment that promises to leave a lasting

impression. Mr Andre Timmins, Founder/Director,
IIFA stated, “We are thrilled to unite the grandeur
of Indian cinema for a historic star-studded
celebration of five iconic industries this 27th -29th
September, our biggest and most spectacular IIFA
Festival yet. This year’s lIFA will be a celebration
of unprecedented scale, transcending cinematic
boundaries with the convergence of Hindi Cinema
and South Indian cinema, set against Yas Island’s
unmatched hospitality and breath-taking backdrop
as a premier international destination.

He added, “The excitement is palpable
as tickets for IIFA Awards night have sold out!
Get ready for unforgettable moments,
mesmerizing performances, and a cultural
extravaganza during our star-studded three-day
IIFA Festival. This galactic celebration of cinema
will captivate audiences worldwide and leave a
lasting global impact. A true testament to the
unparalleled appeal of Yas Island, IIFA 2024
festival will foster meaningful connections, offer
unique networking opportunities, and celebrate
the visionaries who have shaped the global
entertainment landscape, setting the stage for an
extraordinary journey to 2025.”
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Akshay Kumar Reveals Star-Studded Cast of ‘Housefull 5

Indian film sensation Akshay
Kumar has given fans a first look
at the star-studded cast of his
highly anticipated comedy,
Housefull 5. In an Instagram post
that quickly went viral, the actor
shared a photo from the film's set,
showcasing himself with the other
cast members Jacqueline
Fernandez, Riteish Deshmukh,
Abhishek Bachchan, and Dino
Morea.

Akshay captioned the image with,
“Just another day with this
incredible cast. Housefull of
actors, one cruise, and endless
stories to telll” The fun-filled =
snapshot captured the playful |
energy fans have come to expect
from the Housefull franchise. -
While Akshay, Riteish, Dino, and :
Abhishek opted for casual looks,
Jacqueline stunned in an all-black

ensemble.

Housefull 5 has been generating
buzz for months, especially with
the announcement of its stellar
lineup. Producer Sajid
Nadiadwala has confirmed the
inclusion of leading actresses
Jacqueline Fernandez, Nargis
Fakhri, Sonam Bajwa, Chitrangda
. Singh, and Soundarya Sharma,
amplifying the film's star power.
The fifth instalment of the beloved
franchise is set to release in
theatres on June 6, 2025, and fans
are already eagerly counting down
the days.

On the work front, Akshay Kumar
has a stellar line-up of diverse and
promising films including
.~~~ "Singham Again", "Sky Force,"
"Welcome 3," “Shankara,” the
% threequel to Hera Pheri, “Bhooth
Bangla”and more.

Dlljlt Dosanjh announces

additional Delhi, Jaipur shows

Fans of Diljit Dosanjh in India have

go live on Zomato today, October 9, concert, Diljit performed across

a reason to rejoice, as the singer
has announced two more shows in
Jaipur and Delhi, which he has
added to the India leg of his Dil-
Luminati Tour 2024.Diljit shared that
he will be performing live in Jaipur
on November 3. In Delhi, where he
| was already scheduled to perform
on October 26 at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium, he has added
another show on October 27. The
sale of tickets for both shows will

at 2 PM.In September, the singer
announced that he would be adding
shows in Delhi and Jaipur after many
fans complained about not being
able to get tickets for the
show.Besides Delhi and Jaipur, Diljit
Dosanjh will be touring Indian cities
including Chandigarh, Guwahati,
Pune, Indore, Bengaluru, Kolkata,
Lucknow, Hyderabad, and
Ahmedabad for his Dil-Luminati Tour
2024 .Before the India leg of the

Europe, with concerts scheduled
from September 9 to October 2.
Fans in cities like Paris, London,

Dublin, and Amsterdam also
experienced his vibrant
performances.

In April, Diljit made history
by becoming the first Punjabi
musician to perform at Vancouver's
BC Place Stadium. He also met
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau during his tour.
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Actress Genelia Deshmukh on Friday delighted
her fans by sharing a special recipe for the
traditional ‘jawas’ chutney. The ‘jawas’ chutney
is cherished in many Indian households for its
rich nutritional value, particularly its high content
of omega-three fatty acids, fibre, and
antioxidants. Taking to Instagram, Genelia, who
has 14.3 million followers, shared a video, in which
she can be heard saying: “I love Maharashtrian
food. | mean look what | have made Jawas. | love
making it because it’s healthy, it’s easy but | have
a secret, which makes it the finest in the
business. Waise my husband is OG Maharastrian
but he also doesn’t know. But he loves all my
experiments.”

Decoding the recipe, Genelia added: “For
this recipe we use flax seeds, garlic, salt and
many more things, which | am not going to tell
you, because you have to guess what is my secret
in the finest jawas chutney.” In the caption, she

shmiikh reveals
retoflnef awasiehiitney

&l

wrote: “My jawas chutney is the finest in the
business. So fine that it passes through the sieve
effortlessly. Any guesses on what’s the secret
behind it?” On the personal front, Genelia is married
to actor Riteish Deshmukh. The couple tied the knot
in February 2012, following Marathi traditions in a &
Hindu wedding ceremony. They have two sons— ‘&
Riaan, and Rahyl.

The couple had made their acting debut with
the 2003 romantic movie ‘Tujhe Meri Kasam’.
Genelia then starred in Tamil movies like ‘Boys’,
‘Sachein’, ‘Chennai Kadhal’, ‘Santosh
Subramaniam’, ‘Uthamaputhiran’, and '
‘Velayudham’. She has also featured in Telugu
films— ‘Satyam’, ‘Samba’, ‘Sye’, ‘Naa Alludu’,
‘Bommarillu’, ‘Sasirekha Parinayam’, and ‘Orange’.
The 36-year-old has been a part of Hindi movies
like ‘Masti’, ‘Jaane Tu Ya Jaane Na’, ‘Chance Pe
Dance’, ‘Mister Mummy’, and most recently ‘Trial
Period’.
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Chinese Chatter - What's keeping
India from the great Beijing reset?

A recent commentary in the Chinese gov-
ernment mouthpiece Global Times came
down heavily on Foreign Minister S
Jaishankar, accusing him of being an “ob-
stacle” to “gradually improving China-India
ties”. However, a closer look at the current
Chinese discourse on India suggests that
substantial resistance to improving China-
India relations continues to come from within
Chinese society.

It is true that a section of the Chinese stra-
tegic community is keen to create some
positive atmospherics around China-India
relations, projecting the impression that ten-
sions between the two are gradually eas-
ing. Accordingly, there is much deliberation
on the Chinese internet about a possible
reset, even if “tactical’, in bilateral ties.lt is
being argued that since 2024, China-India
relations have shown signs of easing, with
frequent high-level interactions. In July, Chi-
nese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met
Jaishankar in Astana, the capital of

Kazakhstan; at the end of August, the two
met again in Vientiane, Laos. Such inten-
sive high-level interactions have been rare
in the past four years, which sends a posi-
tive signal to both domestic and international
constituencies. In addition to high-level in-
teractions, there has also been some
progress in border affairs consultations.At
the end of July and August, the two sides
held the 30th and 31st border affairs con-
sultations in New Delhi and Beijing, respec-
tively. As the exchanges and consultations
between the two sides deepened, India, it
is argued, has also begun to adjust its
China strategy by gradually relaxing re-
strictions on Chinese investments and
showing a positive attitude towards issu-
ing visas to Chinese personnel.The do-
mestic public opinion in India, the Chinese
side notes, is also quietly changing, with a
growing consensus on the necessity of
restoring Sino-Indian economic ties for
India’s own economic development. Ac-

cording to some Chinese observers, the
objective behind these efforts is to create
the right conditions for a meeting between
the two heads of state during Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s upcoming visit to
Kazan for the BRICS summit.

Why are “rumours” of conflict gaining
traction?

On the other hand, in the past few days,
sensational news of fresh clashes between
Chinese and Indian soldiers have been do-
ing the rounds on Chinese social media
websites like Douyin and TikTok. These re-
ports claimed that soon after the 31st
meeting of the Working Mechanism for
Consultation and Coordination on China-In-
dia Border Affairs (WMCC) was held in
Beijing, the People's Liberation Army
crossed the LAC, pursued the Indian Army
to a depth of 20 kilometres, lost 6 soldiers
in the process, but finally succeeded in
recapturing the Chumar bunkers.The tim-
ing of the campaign, the careful design of
details (including specific dates, locations,
and even the names of the victims), the pro-
fessionalism on display took the Chinese
internet by storm. So much so that on Sep-
tember 6, the PLA Western Theatre Com-
mand had to intervene and issue a state-
ment, saying: “The internet is not a law-
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less place! The production and dissemi-
nation of rumours involving the military
should be stopped!”

Social media platforms like South Asia
Studies Newsletter, considered close to the
Chinese government, went to great lengths
in debunking these “rumours” and argued
how such a “misinformation campaign” is
completely out of sync with the current
theme of the “warming up of China-India
ties”.Others sought to put the blame on
certain vested interest groups within and
outside China, accusing them of trying to
sabotage the current positive trends in
China-India ties. However, common citi-
zens remained somewhat unconvinced by
the explanations and wondered if the
rumours were true. “There can be no
smoke without fire! It may be that the tim-
ing of the announcement is contrary to the
national strategic policy,” read one post on
the Chinese social media website
Weibo.For India, this is reminiscent of the
developments in 2013 as well as 2014,
when high-level interactions between China
and India took place under the shadow of
serious border conflicts. Therefore, the les-
son we need to draw is to stay prepared
for conflicts, even as we tend to talk peace
with China.
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How illegal streaming apps could land

you in jail, your info on dark web

ators and distributors," it adds.

This can also bring losses for
broadcasters, who pay for rights to air the
content and suffer a loss in subscription.
In turn, it could also result in loss of rev-
enue for artists and actors.

This might also be a matter of
concern for governments across the
world."Governments, whether in India,
the US, Canada, or any other country,
are losing out on revenues due to tax
evasion by both pirates and customers.

India in this case is losing out
on huge export revenues," according to

Friday 11 Oct to 17 Oct 2024

sum of money is invested in creating con-
tent, which is distributed through legal
channels at a price."However, piracy
causes substantial revenue losses that
impact the entire ecosystem, including
content-selling platforms, broadcasters,
content creators, actors, artists, and the
entire production crew. Creating this con-
tentinvolves significant investments and
efforts, and when piracy occurs, it involves
illegal theft that leads to job losses and
substantial financial losses for companies
and the industry as a whole," according
to the YuppTV statement."Piracy leads
to direct financial losses for content cre-

Raided by police for watching a film or a
TV show? This is true, people might get
raided for watching content on illegal plat-
forms. Some IPTV apps and set-top boxes
give access illegally to streaming plat-
forms like Netflix and Amazon Prime and
Hulu. Not just legal action, the use of
these apps and devices might also lead
to monitoring of users by pirates. Although
these apps are a little easy on the pock-
ets, they can lead to data breaches, vi-
ruses and malware.

Even getting raided by the police
for participating in illegal activities. These
pirates operate on the dark web and the
customers paying for these illegal activi-
ties are contributing to such piracy-related
activities in the US and Canada, even in
some countries in Europe."These pirates
steal content from content owners, caus-
ing significant financial losses and job im-
pacts across the media and entertain-
ment industry,” Manjusha of YuppTV tells
India Today Digital. Manjusha is the Vice
President (Content Acquisition and Stra-
tegic Partnerships) at YuppTV.The moni-
tors can also be traced, and all personal
information, including credit card details,
can be accessed by pirates. The infor-
mation can also be captured by them and
might be sold on the dark web."The funds
generated from piracy serve illegitimate
purposes such as drugs, terrorism, and
human trafficking.

Through the consumption of pi-
rated IPTV content, customers are indi-
rectly contributing to these illegal activi-
ties by providing financial support to the
pirates," a statement by YuppTV adds.The
illegal pirates in the international markets
include Chitram TV, BOSS IPTV, Tashan
IPTV, Real TV, JadooTV, World Max TV,
Maxx TV, VBox, Vois IPTV, Punjabi IPTV,
and Indian IPTV."The set-top boxes are
brought through apps or stores and have

pirated content," Manjusha from YuppTV
told India Today Digital.However, people
using them might end up paying dearly.
LEGAL CONSEQUENCES FOR USING
THESE STREAMING SERVICES

These boxes have spread across the US
and Canada."Our research tells us that
there are over 300,000 set-top boxes with
access to these illegal streaming ser-
vices," Manjusha tells India Today
Digital.But the users might face legal
consequences.The users using these il-
legal platforms might also have to face
legal consequences such as summons
from the court. As a penalty, subscribers
might also have to pay fines for every con-
tent they watch through such pirate ser-
vices.

"There is news circulating about
numerous raids on a major pirate, and cus-
tomers who have been watching content
through this illegal source might face sub-
poenas from the court. Major content part-
ners are experiencing substantial losses
due to IP infringement, and this is con-
sidered a serious criminal offence by
courts,” YuppTV statement adds.
"Recentincidents in the UK and the pass-
ing of laws in France on May 15th are
consequences customers had to bear for
accessing pirated content," it adds.

The platform "Piracy Shield" came into
existence as a result of anti-piracy laws.
It blocks all kinds of illegal streaming of
content. It blocks IPTV content and all its
DNS and VPN services used to dodge
rules.Pirates download content illegally
without authorization, which affects the
streaming platform owners. These lead to
intellectual property theft resulting in a
loss of revenue.

LOSS OF MONEY TO DISTRIBUTORS,
BROADCASTERS, ACTORS AND CON-
TENT CREATORS

This leads to losses as well as a large

the YuppTV statement.
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East became modern-day nightmare

Lebanon might conjure the image of
Hezbollah fighters and a war-torn nation,
but some decades ago, the West Asian
country, especially its capital Beirut, was
a playground for the world's most afflu-
ent tourists. Lebanon was about swim-
suits, beaches, bustling streets and
people walking freely. This was Leba-
non -- the Switzerland of the Middle East
-- before a political and economic crisis
turned it into a modern-day dystopia.

Some of the remnants still survive in
Beirut, earlier known as the 'Paris of the
Middle East'. Though the hip and hap-
pening Lebanon is now in the news for
violence and bloodshed. However, such
is the resilience that the party begins
when the bombs stop.Israeli strikes on
Hezbollah targets killed 492 people in
Lebanon on September 23, the deadli-
est day in cross-border attacks.
Hezbollah, the Iran-backed terror-group,
retaliated by firing 200 rockets into
northern lIsrael. Before this, Lebanon
made the headlines after coordinated
detonation of thousands of pagers car-
ried by Hezbollah members. In the last
11 months, Hezbollah fired 8,000 rock-
ets into Israel.After the massive devas-
tation in Lebanon, people are recalling
the days when Lebanon was called the
'Switzerland of the Middle East' with pic-
tures and videos of women in swimsuits,
people relaxing by the beach or party-
ing in the clubs.Lebanon's capital got
its first beach club way back in the
1930s with Saint George opening on the
coast of Beirut, according to a CNN re-
port. The Saint George Hotel Beirut
would go on to host the most
recognisable and elite tourists. It would
also go on to become the face of the
transformed face of Lebanon.It was the
inflow of money in the 1950s that cre-
ated the Mediterranean's very own slice
of La Dolce Vita. Five-star hotels, night-
clubs and fine-dining restaurants sprang
up to cater to the elite tourists dropping
in from across the world.Its rich culture,

French architecture, world-class food
and fashion, and glamorous lifestyle at-
tracted high-flying tourists into the lap
of luxury.lt was in the 1960s that Beirut
joined the elite party scene. That's when
French actress Brigitte Bardot and
American star Marlon Brando rubbed
shoulders with oil sheikhs and spies at
seaside hotel pools, according to Lonely
Planet.

The hedonistic party continued at full
steam till the mid-70s. And that is when
Lebanon's a tragic journey started.From
a civil war from 1975 to 1990, to tum-
bling governments to illegal financial
practices and corruption, several factors
led to Lebanon becoming a modern-day
nightmare.

WHEN A 15-YEAR-LONG CIVIL WAR
ENGULFED LEBANON

The Lebanese Civil War was a complex
and multifaceted conflict that lasted from
1975 to 1990, involving various internal
and external actors. It claimed the lives
of 1,50,000 people.lt began on April 13,
1975, when the Phalangists, a Maronite
Christian militia, attacked a bus carry-
ing Palestinians to a refugee camp at
Tall al-Zatar, escalating existing tensions
into a broader conflict.The war was
rooted in deep-seated sectarian divi-
sions between Christians and Muslims,
socioeconomic disparities, and the pres-
ence of the Palestine Liberation Orga-
nization (PLO) in Lebanon.The PLO,
flushed out of Jordan after an attempt
on King Hussein's life, regrouped in
Lebanon.The PLO's involvement was sig-
nificant. Lebanese Muslims and leftists
supported its cause, while Christians
opposed it, fearing that it would under-
mine their political dominance.The Is-
raeli invasion in 1982 aimed to remove
PLO forces and led to the siege of Beirut,
culminating in the PLO's expulsion un-
der international supervision. This period
also saw the emergence of Shia groups,
including Iran-backed
Hezbollah.Between 1976 and 1988, in-

ternal conflicts and various failed peace
attempts characterized the war, compli-
cating the situation with multiple factions
and external powers involved. The Taif
Agreement, brokered by the Arab
League in 1989, marked the beginning
of the end of the war, leading to the elec-
tion of a new president, Elias Hrawi, and
the gradual demobilisation of militias.
However, Hezbollah remained a power-
ful force.
HOW ELITES THREW LEBANON INTO
AN ECONOMIC CRISIS
Lebanon is seeing a deep economic cri-
sis as government after government left
the treasury in debt after the civil war. It
has seen its banks collapse, people be-
ing locked out of their saving accounts
or their funds that they can't access.This
is a result of its sectarian elite borrow-
ing heavily and continuously, reports
Reuters.

Several experts have mentioned
how Lebanon's financial system was a
nationally regulated Ponzi scheme,
where new money is taken to pay ex-
isting creditors.

It works until new money
ceases to flow.After the civil war, Leba-
non balanced its finances with tourism,
foreign aid and earnings from its finan-
cial industry and funds taken from Gulf
Arab states.Remittances also came from
millions of Lebanese who went abroad
to find work. Even in the 2008 global re-
cession, they sent money to Lebanon.
RISE OF HEZBOLLAH FORCED
SUNNI PLAYERS TO QUIT LEBANON
emittances, Lebanon's lifeline, slowed
down amid sectarian political quarrels
in 2011.Sunni Gulf states also started
withdrawing after the rise of Iran via its
proxy Shia terrorist outfit Hezbollah.This
was till 2016, when banks started giv-
ing remarkable interest rates for new
deposits of dollars. Here, "financial en-
gineering" was introduced which involved
giving banks large returns for new
dollars.Improved dollar inflows led to a

rise in Lebanon's foreign reserves, but
there was also a concerning increase
in liabilities. Reports suggest that the
central bank's debts may exceed its as-
sets, indicating significant losses.
Meanwhile, servicing Lebanon's debt
has consumed about a third or more of
the government's budget.The economic
collapse was triggered by several fac-
tors. Politicians approved a public sec-
tor pay rise before the 2018 elections,
despite the urgent need for fiscal re-
straint, and the government's failure to
implement necessary reforms led for-
eign donors to withhold promised
aid.The situation escalated in October
2019 when a plan to tax WhatsApp calls
sparked widespread protests against a
political elite perceived as out of
touch.As foreign exchange inflows dried
up, banks faced a liquidity crisis, lead-
ing to closures and the government de-
faulting on its foreign debt. The national
currency plummeted from 1,500 to
around 23,000 to the dollar by late Janu-
ary 2022, after reaching 34,000 earlier
that month.
Compounding the crisis, an explosion
at Beirut port in August 2020 killed 215
people and caused extensive damage.
By 2021, Lebanon's government debt
was estimated at 495% of GDP, far ex-
ceeding levels that previously crippled
some European nations.
POLITICAL AND SOCIAL CRISES IN
LEBANON
imed with the civil war, Syrian forces
moved into Lebanon in 1976 and con-
tinued their occupation till April 30, 2005.
The entire duration saw tremendous Syr-
ian military and political influence over
Lebanon's government, economy and
society.lt was after the assassination of
former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq
al-Hariri in 2005 that the Syrian forces
pulled out of Lebanon.

Hariri's killing is a seminal event
in Lebanon's politics and society,
marred by sectarian divisions.



