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Only Mukesh

How Dhirubhai Ambani’s son s on his way to owning India’s digital market

Many believed outsize investment in a competitive business like telecom couldn’t
yield a proper return, but Mukesh Ambani’s deals have shown up sceptics.

(Story on
Page 34,35,36,37)

If you're planning to take part in protests, know your rights
Jessica Lal’'s murderer Manu Sharma walks out of Tihar jail
While America Struggles for its Soul, Biden Struggles for Relevance

A lost decade looms for America's economy
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(News Agencies) The
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership agreed by India
and Australia at Thursday’s
Virtual Leaders’ Summit
has been in the making for
a decade. Increased
cooperation between our
countries and the trust and
confidence between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Prime Minister Scott
Morrison made it possible to
take our partnership to the
next level. We have built a
durable, future-looking

relationship. India and
Australia are natural
partners, well positioned to
build a more secure and
prosperous future for own
peoples, the Indo-Pacific
and the wider world.

The Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership
reflects a historic high point
in our relationship. The
elements include defence
and maritime security,
cyber-security and
technology, science and
research and critical supply

chains. The outcomes from
the Virtual Leaders’ Summit
reflect our shared goals for
a more open, Prosperous
and inclusive Indo-Pacific
and a world of stronger
institutions equipped to
support the interests of all
states, economic growth
and human development.
This is all the more
important as we face the
challenge of coronavirus
disease (Covid-19). It is
remarkable that our leaders
have set such an ambitious

agenda during these
challenging times.

It reflects the irreversible
forces bringing India and
Australia together, what |
call the 4 'D’s. First,
democracy — reflecting our
shared democratic values.
The world, and the region,
is better served by
democracies working
together to build a more
inclusive, open and pro-

development international amore peaceful and secure all states, international law
system. Second, defence Indo-Pacific underpinned by and aregionwhich eschews
— ashared commitmentto the rights to sovereignty for “might is right”.

Protests are erupting over police brutality

(News Agencies)As protests over
police brutality erupt across the
United States, some officers are
responding to demonstrations with
violence. In recent days, we've seen
footage of police firing tear gas and
rubber bullets, and several videos
showing officers pushing protesters
to the ground. Accusations of heavy-
handed police responses have come

- under withering criticism, with some

officers suspended or facing criminal
charges. In some cases, police
leaders say violence in the streets
leaves them with no other choice. But

protesters and police critics argue that
some officers are escalating tensions
with their actions.

"They're making the argument for
the demonstrators, that American
policing remains unreformed and out
of control," says Alex Vitale, a
professor of sociology at Brooklyn
College who's called for police funding
to be cut.

It's a fast-moving situation, with
different scenes unfolding in different
cities, and even -- at times -- on
different blocks. Some officers have
garnered praise for showing solidarity

with protesters by kneeling beside
them, or for defusing tensions by
talking face-to-face with
demonstrators.That's what people in
the community want. They really want
to be joined with their police
department. They want to feel a sense
of trust," says Cedric Alexander, a
CNN law enforcement analyst and
former president of the National
Organization of Black Law
Enforcement Executives.

But Vitale says some police
departments have been sending a
much more aggressive message.

Trump declares V|ctory as US unemployment drops to 13.3%

(News

Agencies) predictionswere "the greatest

jobsin May, after 20.7 million more than 100 times from

President Donald Trump took
a victory lap on news of a
13.3% US unemployment
rate Friday, beginning what
he had billed as Rose Garden
news conference -- though he
didn't take questions -- with
tangent-filled remarks on the
economy and taking credit for
lower unemployment
numbers. Trump called the
jobs report "an affirmation of
allthe work we've been doing"
over the course of his
administration and said earlier

miscalculation in the history
of business shows."He
compared the economy to a
"body" that was "strong" but
needed an operation, and
said it is now "a rocketship."

While the numbers still
reflect enormous levels of
American unemployment,
the jobless rate improved from
the dramatic 14.7% in April,
which was the worst rate
since monthly record keeping
began in 1948. The US
economy added 2.5 million

positions vanished in April.
The good news inthe jobs
report comes as the nation
faces social unrest during
economic and health crises.
In one sign of systemic
inequality, black
unemployment, at 16.8%,
remains significantly higher
than white unemployment, at
12.4%.While many
Americans have looked
inward at injustice in the
country, Trump has spent part
of his morning retweeting

more than 25 Republican
senators. Those retweets
come one day after he vowed
to campaign for literally any
Republican candidate -- "good
or bad" -- "with a pulse"
against Alaska Sen. Lisa
Murkowski, who has been
critical of him. Also on
Thursday, Trump tweeted a
letter from his lawyer that
referred to the protesters

forcibly dispersed near the "terrorists.” The White House protests, with a new layer of
White House ahead of a isfortified ahead of asecond fencingthe SecretService says
photo opportunity as weekend of expected wilbeupthroughJune10.

Over 1,000 coronavirus deaths reported in the past 24 hours

(News Agencies) Inalittle over
aweek, Americans have gone from
taking their first hesitant steps
outside again to marching in tightly
packed crowds in cities all over the
country. Any uncertainty about
venturing out during the coronavirus
pandemic has been seemingly put
aside by many to protest police
brutality after watching video of
George Floyd fatally pinned under
an officer's knee in
Minneapolis.Protesters, often
without masks, have shouted
Floyd's name. And during arrests,
police have loaded them into

vehicles and holding cells, making
it difficult to social distance.
Despite the sudden shift,
coronavirus is still spreading. Since
Sunday, 4,430 deaths in the US
have beenreported. Ofthose, 1,036
deaths were between Thursday
morning and the same time Friday.
And by early Friday, the virus
had killed more than 108,000 people
in the United States and infected
over 1.8 million, according to Johns
Hopkins University.Officials fear
those numbers will rise following the
protests, and are urging those
taking part to get tested. "Based

on the way the disease spreads,
there is every reason to expect that
we will see new clusters and
potentially new outbreaks moving
forward," US Surgeon General Dr.
Jerome Adams warned this week.
The effects of the protests on
infection rates and hospitalizations
willemerge in three to four weeks,
CNN's chief medical
correspondent, Dr. Sanjay Gupta,
said. He noted factors, such as
protests taking place outdoors,
could mean a lower risk for
transmission of the virus.New
discoveries about the coronavirus

are still emerging. Scientists
discovered that it's not mutating in
a way they'd feared early on. But
that doesn't mean it's any less
dangerous, experts said this week.

So far, evidence does not show
it's getting worse or more
transmittable. But complacency by
people and governments could
increase its spread, said Maria Van
Kerkhove, a disease epidemiologist
at the World Health
Organization."Scientists are
looking to see, are there changes
in the virus? And as it is a
coronavirus ... there are normal

changes in this virus that one would
expect over time," she said. "None
of these changes so far indicate that
the virus itself is changing in terms
of its ability to transmit or to cause
more severe disease."

Butthe presence of the virus over
time may lead some people to lower
their guards, she said.

"They may become lax in the
measures needed to control the
spread of the virus, such as social
distancing," she said. "lt's very
difficult to keep up all of these
measures and we must remain
strong and vigilant."
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In an online media briefing ahead of the June 4 virtual summit between Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison
and his Indian counterpart Narendra Modi, Australian high.commissioner Barry O'Farrell said his country’s
foreign policy is set by its national interests, including a desire for stability in the South China Sea.

(News Agencies)
Against the backdrop of a
standoff between border
troops of India and China,
Australia on Monday said it
was for the two countries to
resolve the face-off as no
third country could interfere
in the matter. In an online
media briefing ahead of the
June 4 virtual summit
between Australian Prime
Minister Scott Morrison and

his Indian counterpart
Narendra Modi, Australian
high commissioner Barry
O’Farrell said his country’s
foreign policy is set by its
national interests, including
a desire for stability in the
South China Sea. O'Farrell
reiterated Australia’s
support for India’s call for the
reform of multilateral bodies
such as the World Health
Organization (WHO) so that

they are better placed to
deal with future challenges
and crises. Asked
specifically about the India-
China standoff along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
and whether such issues
would figure in the upcoming
summit, the envoy replied:
“In relation to the border
issue, that's a matter for
China and India to resolve
and not a matter for

Australia to interfere with.”
In an apparent reference to
the US president’s attempts
to mediate in the matter,
which have already been
rebuffed by India, O’'Farrell
added: “That's reflected by
what we've seen over the
past week, when others
have sought to suggest that
they could step in and
provide some advice.
Clearly it's going to be a
matter that India and China
will resolve.” Australia, he
said, has a “substantial
interest in stability and
adherence to international
law” in the South China Sea,
where itis “concerned about
the militarisation of disputed
features” and has urged all
parties to take meaningful
steps to ease tensions.
While Australian vessels

and aircraft will continue to
exercise their rights to
freedom of navigation in the
South China Sea, all claims
in that region should be
resolved according to
international law, and the
“most sensible place” to
resolve such matters is the
UN, he said. The virtual
summit, organised after
Morrison called off a visit to
India in January because of
bushfires in Australia and
also due to the impact on
the Covid-19 crisis, is
expected to see the signing
of several agreements,
including the Mutual
Logistics Support
Agreement (MLSA) for
reciprocal access to military
logistics facilities. O’'Farrell
said the summit is also
expected to advance an

ambitious agenda that will
include working together to
improve regional and
multilateral institutions,
including on Covid-19 and
public health, boosting
science and tech
cooperation, stronger
collaboration on cyber-
security and critical
technology, maritime
issues in the Indo-Pacific,
critical mineral supply
chains, education, and
water resource
management. “It's as
crucial as ever for like-
minded democracies and
important partners like
Australiaand India, atthistime,
work together to shape the
type of region and type of world
in which we want to live
presently butimportantly, post-
Covid,” he said.

After Amphan,
Nisarga sounds a
warning bell

The climate crisis is here. Cities will
have to prepare better for disasters

(News Agencies) The developing severe
tropical cyclonic storm in the Arabian Sea —
Cyclone Nisarga — is expected to make
landfall in Raigad district, south of Mumbai,
by Wednesday afternoon, India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said. The IMD has sounded
a red alert for June 3 and 4 in Mumbai and
Thane, Palghar, Raigad, Ratnagiri and
Sindhudurg districts. Like Amphan, which
battered West Bengal and Odisha last month,
Nisarga is expected to submerge low-lying
areas, uproot trees, destroy uncemented
houses and critical infrastructure, and worse,
kill people and animals. The aftermath of the
storm will be challenging too. Nisarga comes
at a time when Maharashtra is already in the
grip of the coronavirus pandemic, and there is
severe strain on the health care system and
personnel. Both Amphan and Nisarga are
trailers of what the future is going to look like
for India’s eastern and western coastlines,
thanks to the climate crisis. The climate crisis
is making these cyclones stronger and more
destructive by increasing the sea surface
temperature and rainfall during the storm;
raising sea levels, which increases the
distance that a storm surge can reach; and

allowing storms to gain strength quickly.

Enforcement Directorate files chargesheet
against P Chidambaram, son Karti in INX Media case

Enforcement Directorate’s INX Media case was one of the cases in which Chidambaram
was arrested last year. He was released on bail after spending 106 days in jail.

(News Agencies) The
Enforcement Directorate has
filed charges against former
finance minister P Chidambaram
and son Karti in the INX Media
case, people familiar with the
development said. The charge-
sheet was filed in special judge
Ajay Kumar's court on Tuesday.
The ED, a federal agency that
investigates financial crimes and
money laundering, has accused
the 74-year-old veteran Congress
politician and Karti of being
beneficial owners of shell firms
incorporated in Indiaand abroad
thatreceived bribes. There has
been no statement from the
ED detailing provisions of the
money laundering law that the
two Congress leaders that
have been invoked in the
charge-sheet. But the
Enforcement Directorate has
alleged in the past that nearly
Rs 3 crore had been paid to
Karti Chidambaram’s
companies by INX Media co-
founder, Peter Mukerjea. This
money was allegedly paid atthe
behest of the senior Congress
politician who was the finance
minister when approvals to
receive foreign investments were
granted to INX Media. P
Chidambaram was arrested by
the Enforcement Directorate in
October last year when he was
in Tihar jail. The arrest came

| s
around the same time that his
bail application in arelated case
filed by the CBIl was coming up
for hearing. The Rajya Sabha MP

Y

was eventdélly released in
December 2019 after spending

nearly 105 days in Tihar jail. The
former Union minister and his

son have repeatedly denied the
allegations.Asked about the
charge-sheet filed by the
Enforcement Directorate, Karti
Chidabaram declined to say
anything. “I will not comment
until something is served to me
formally,” he said. The ED and
CBI cases are linked to grant of
Foreign Investment Promotion
Board (FIPB) clearance to INX
Mediatoreceive overseasfundsto
the tune of Rs 307 crore in 2007,
whenthe Congress politicianwas
finance minister in the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA)

govemment.

(News Agencies) A
“sizeable number” of Chinese
troops have movedinto eastern
Ladakh and India too has taken
all necessary steps to deal with
the situation, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said on
Tuesday, referring to the nearly
month-long high-altitude
standoff between the two
armies. Singh said a meeting
between senior Indian and
Chinese military leaders has
been scheduled for June 6 even
as he asserted that India is not
going to back off from its

Sizeable number of Chinese troops in eastern Ladakh,
India has done what it needs to: Rajnath Singh

position. Asked about the
current situation in sensitive
areas in eastern Ladakh, he
said Chinese have come up to
what they claim is their territory
while Indians believed it is
theirs. “There has been a
disagreement over it. A
sizeable number of Chinese
people have come there. India
has done what it needs to do.
(Usko lekar ek matbhed hua
hain. Aur acchi khasi sankhya
mein Cheen ke log bhi aa gaye
hain. Lekin Bharat ko bhi apni
taraf se jo kuch bhi karna

chahiye, Bharat ne bhi kiya
hain),” Singh told CNN-News
18. Singh’s comments were
seen as first official
confirmation of presence of
significant number of Chinese
troops in the disputed areas
which India maintains are on
its side ofthe Line of Actual Control
(LAC), thede-factoborder between
the two countries. According to
reports, significant numbers of
Chinese troops have been
camping in the Indian side of the
LAC in Galwan Valley and
Pangong Tso.
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In 40-minute phone call, Trump invites PM Modi to G7 megt, discusses China standof

PM Modi commended President Trump for his creative and far-sighted approach, acknowledging the fact that

such an expanded forum would be in keeping with the emerging realities of the post-Covid world.

(News Agencies) Aday
after Donald Trump
declared that he wanted to
expand the G7 to include
other important countries,

';Q_:'

the US president on
Tuesday spoke to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to

invite him to the
grouping’s next meeting

to be held in the United
States of America. As the
40-minute conversation
went on, President Trump
and PM Modi also
discussed other issues
such as the India-China
border standoff and the
reforms of the World
Health Organisation, a
statement by the Prime
Minister’s Office said. The
two leaders are learnt to
have shared their
perceptions about the
standoff that was triggered

Blowout in Assam gas well may take a
few weeks before it's under control

Gas and condensate is flowing uncontrollably from an QOil
India Limited (OIL) natural gas well in Assam’s Tinsukia district

since a blowout a week ago, and officials believe it could take a
few more weeks to bring the situation under control.

(Insider Bureau)Gas and
condensate is flowing
uncontrollably from an Oll
India Limited (OIL) natural
gas well in Assam’s
Tinsukia district since a
blowout a week ago, and
officials believe it could take
a few more weeks to bring
the situation under control.
The blowout, or uncontrolled
release of natural gas or oil
from a well when pressure
control systems fail, has
already led to the
evacuation of 650 families
as a safety measure.
Groundwork is being done
to bring the blowout at
Baghjan well under control,
butit could take a few more
weeks to get logistics and
experts in place to stop the
uncontrolled flow of gas and
condensate, the low-
density  mixture  of
hydrocarbon liquids
generally found with natural
gas.In 2005, it took nearly
90 days and the help of
foreign experts to control a
blaze at an abandoned oll
well of OIL at Dikom in
Dibrugarh district of Assam.

The blowout at Baghjan
occurred at 10.30 am on
May 27, while work was
underway to produce gas
from a new oil and gas
reservoir at a depth of 3,729
metres. “The operation to

contain the blowout
requires a large amount of
water and lot of heavy
machinery. Therefore, it will
take several days to put
everything in place before
the actual effort to control
the well can start,” OIL
spokesperson  Tridiv
Hazarika said. A water
reservoir is being dug near
the well to place two 2,500-
gallon pumps and a pipeline
is being laid from a nearby
river to ensure continuous
supply of water. OIL and Oll
and Natural Gas
Commission (ONGC)
personnel are pumping
water to the well to
minimise the chances of a
fire. “It has been assessed
that approach to the vicinity
of the well would not be safe
due to gas gushing at high
pressure. Hence,
necessary equipment is

being mobilised and fit-for-

! purpose equipmentis being

fabricated at OIL workshop,”

i OIL said in a statement on

Tuesday. Help from several
foreign firms is being sought
to contain the blowout. OIL
said on Tuesday experts
from Singapore-based Alert
Disaster Control could
reach the site in the next
few days. A retired senior
OIL executive, who declined
to be named, said: “The
process to control a blowout
requires lot of heavy
equipment, which will have
to be brought from other
parts of the country, as well
as services of global
experts in dealing with such
situations. In 2005, it took
more than a month to bring
things under control.

last month after China’s
People’s Liberation Army
activated the Line of
Actual Control at Naku La
area in north Sikkim and
then at three points in
Galwan and one point at
Pangong Tso in Ladakh
sector.The convergence in
the views of the two
leaders was also
reflected in their view on
the reforms at the World
Health Organisation. Both
leaders have been

votaries of reforms in the
WHO but have chosen to
take a vastly different
approach. US President
Donald Trump has
threatened to exit the
global health body to
push the WHO to carry out
the reforms. PM Modi, in
contrast, has decided to
push hard on reforms while
staying as part of the WHO.
PMM Modi also expressed
concern regarding the
ongoing civil disturbances

in the US, conveyed his
best wishes for an early
resolution of the situation, a
PMO statement said. “The
phone conversation
underscores that even in
such an unsettled world and
the changing dynamics in
the post-Covid-19
pandemic, the
relationship between India
and the United States
remains strong,” a top
government functionary
told Hindustan Times.

France says will deliver Rafale fighter
jets to IAF on time despite Covid-19

The IAF is likely to get the delivery of the first batch of four Rafale jets from
France by July-end. The four fighters were supposed to fly to their home base
in India in May 2020, but the plan was delayed due to the Covid-19 outbreak.

(Insider Bureau) France
has said that it will deliver
Rafale fighter jets to the
Indian Air Force on time
despite the challenges
posed by the coronavirus
disease (Covid-19)
pandemic. This was
communicated to defence
minister Rajnath Singh by his
French counterpart Florence
Parly during a phone call on
Tuesday. “France reaffirmed
its commitment to ensure
timely delivery of Rafale
aircraft despite the
challenges posed by the
Covid-19 pandemic,” the
defence ministry said in a
statement after the two
ministers spoke. The IAF is
likely to get the delivery of
the first batch of four Rafale
jets from France by July-
end. The four fighters were
supposed to fly to their home
base in India in May 2020,

but the plan was delayed
due to the Covid-19
outbreak. Confinement
measures announced by
France to battle the
outbreak had temporarily
halted production at aircraft
manufacturer Dassault
Aviation’s Merignac facility.
India ordered 36 Rafale jets
from France in a deal worth
Rs 59,000 crore in
September 2016 as an
emergency purchase to
arrest the worrying slide in
the air force’s combat

capabilities. According to
the delivery schedule, the
first 18 jets (including the four
in the first batch) are
supposed to be delivered to
the IAF by February 2021,
with the rest expected by
April-May 2022. France
handed over to India its first
Rafale fighter during a
ceremony attended by
Singh and Parly in Merignac
on October 8, 2019, which
coincided with the IAF’s 87th
founding day and the Hindu
festival of Dussehra.

Drive from Delhi to Katra in just 6.5 hours by
2023 on the express corridor: Dr Jitendra Singh

(Insider Bureau) Union minister Dr
Jitendra Singh on Tuesday said that
the Katra-Delhi express road corridor
will be ready for operation by 2023,
thereby reducing the road-travel time
between Katra and Delhi to around six
and half hours and six hours between
Jammu and Delhi. After a meeting with
Union minister for road transport and
highways Nitin Gadkari, Dr Jitendra
Singh said the 575 kms long express
road corridor will cost over Rs. 35,000
crore and will connect Katra to Delhi
via Amritsar. It will also touch
Jalandhar, Kapurthala, Ludhiana in

Punjab alongwith Kathua and Jammu
in J&K. Dr Jitendra Singh, who is a
Lok Sabha MP from Udhampur in
Jammu division, has been pursuing
this project since 2015 and about three
and half years ago told the people in
Katra that the proposal for the
corridor has been accepted by
Gadkari but it would take time to
materialise because of procedural
issues like survey, land
acquisition, forest clearance etc.
According to Dr Jitendra Singh, the
survey has been completed and the
process of acquisition of land is

nearly complete in Haryana and will
now be taken up in Punjab followed
by the Jammu and Kashmir segment
of the corridor. The formal approval of
the proposal has been obtained from
Punjab. Jammu and Kashmir had
approved it earlier. Singh said after the
completion of the corridor, people
would prefer to travel between Jammu
and Delhi by road instead of train or
by air. The corridor has been planned
to connect the two holy cities of Katra
and Amritsar along with some other
important religious shrines between
the two destinations.
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There were at least 1,461 accidents over the course of the nationwide lockdown - from March 25 to May 31 - in which at least

(Insider Bureau) One
hundred and ninety eight
migrant workers lost their

lives in road accidents '

during the lockdown period,
according to data compiled
by the SavelLlFE
Foundation, a road safety
NGO. There were at least
1,461 accidents over the
course of the nationwide
lockdown - from March 25
to May 31 - in which at least
750 people were killed,
including 198 migrant
workers. There were 1,390
who got injured, according
to the data. Migrant
workers, killed during their
efforts to go back home,
comprise 26.4% of the
overall deaths during the
lockdown whereas
essential workers comprise
5.3% of the total deaths.
The overall deaths involving

other other road users
stands at 68.3 percent. The
report contributes fatigue
among bus and truck
drivers, hired to transport
migrants, combined with
over speeding and poor
engineering of roads as the
top reason for deaths. Out

of the reported deaths,
Uttar Pradesh accounted
for over 30% (245) of the
total deaths followed by
Telangana (56), Madhya
Pradesh (56), Bihar (43),
Punjab (38) and Maharashtra
(36). The top five states that
reported road crash deaths

of migrant workers are Uttar
Pradesh (94), Madhya
Pradesh (38), Bihar (16),
Telangana (11) and
Maharashtra (9). To be
clear, the report says that
the data has been compiled
using media-tracking and
multi-source verification.

750 people were killed, including 198 migrant workers. There were 1,390 who gotinjured, according to the data.
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Further analysis reveals
that around 27% of the
victims were migrant
workers whereas 5% were
essential workers like

. police, doctors, and others.

About 68% of the overall
deaths involved
pedestrians, two-wheelers
and three-wheelers —
categorised as Vulnerable
Road Users (VRUS). “Since

§ the lockdown began, nearly
| 200 migrant workers have
* lost their lives while walking,

cycling back home, travelingin
HMVs and LMV commercial
vehicles, and in mass fatality
crashes involving state-
organised buses. One of the
recurring reasons for mass
casualties in most of the
incidents was speeding and
driver fatigue due to
continuous driving on
tenuous routes,” the report

said. Out of the four phases
of lockdown, phase four was
the deadliest overallin terms
of road deaths with 322
deaths (43%) and phase
three was the deadliest in
particular for migrant
workers. Phase three
reported 60% of all migrant
deaths in road crashes
during lockdown followed by
phase four with 19% of
total migrant deaths
reported in the media.
“With Covid-19 still very
much around, we simply
can't afford to burden our
already overburdened
healthcare system with
road crash related trauma.
The data collated by us
suggests that there has been
a surge in road crashes with
lifting of the restrictions across
the states in Phase 3 and
Phase 4.

Moody's rated Modi's
handling of economy a step
above ‘junk'; Rahul Gandhi

Gandhi said that Moody'’s has
termed “a step above junk” the

handling of the economy by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

(News Agencies) Former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday expressed
concern over the downgrading of India’s
sovereign credit rating by Moody's Investors
Service for the first time in more than two
decades. Gandhi said that Moody’s has
termed “a step above junk” the handling of the
economy by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
“Moody’s has rated Modi’s handling of India’s
economy a step above JUNK. Lack of support
to the poor and the MSME sector means the
worst is yet to come,” he tweeted.

Downgrading India’s rating by a notch to
‘Baa3’ from ‘Baa2’ assigned in November
2018, Moody’s on Monday estimated India’s
GDP would shrink by 4% -- the first full fiscal
contraction in more than four decades.
Addressing a virtual news conference, Punjab
Congress chief Sunil Jakhar questioned the
Central government’s intention of helping
farmers, saying Modi’s aim of doubling their
income by 2022 will remain a “pipe dream” if
they don’t get the promised minimum support
price (MSP) for their produce.

(News Agencies)The
Rajasthan government is

exploring the possibility of _ :

establishing manufacturing

hubs along highways in the |

state to bring in investment

and create jobs, a senior S

official of the industry J

department has said.

Under the proposal, the
state is looking at designating
areas along highways as
manufacturing hubs. These

projects would be onthe lines |

of the Delhi-Mumbai
Industrial Corridor and
Bharatmala, which focus on
developing economic
corridors, the official said on
condition of anonymity.

The state government has
asked the task force of the
industry department to study
the possibility of declaring
land on both the sides of
state and national highways
as manufacturing zones and
easing the process of
conversion of land, the official
said.

Referring to the benefits of
such hubs, the official said:
“Along the highways, there
are generally no residential
areas. The transportation
cost of raw materials will be

low, and warehouses will be
close as they usually are
located along highways.” As
a pilot, the state has started
some projects, such as the
upcoming oil refinery in
Barmer, and a petroleum
chemicals and
petrochemicals investment
region (PCPIR) being
developed along the Jodhpur-
Barmer highway. A detailed
project report has also been
prepared.

The official said two
locations had been identified
by the Rajasthan State
Industrial Development and
Investment Corporation

(RIICO) for PCRIP —Borawas
Kalawa (where land has been
acquired to develop an
industrial area) and Ram
Nagar Thob (where land has
been identified).

“Two major express
highways — Delhi-Vadodara
and Jamnagar Amritsar —
cross Rajasthan. Now,
industrial development is
mostly near highways and
railways. The state is looking
for land banks close to
highways as it is all about
connectivity,” the official said.

Besides PCPIR, the state
has developed and sold
clusters for sports goods and

Rajasthan explores feasibility of creating
manufacturing hubs along highways

As apilot, the state has started some projects, such as the upcoming oil

refinery in Barmer, and a petroleum chemicals and petrochemicals investment
region (PCPIR) being developed along the Jodhpur-Barmer highway.

toys at Khuskheda in
Bhiwadi, which will benefit
domestic business. Similarly,
gas grids are being
established in Rajasthan so
that raw materials going from
the state to Gujarat for
making ceramic goods, in the
absence of a gas grid, will be
utilised here. The state has
identified two locations for gas
grids and six firms have
shown interest. Cll Rajasthan
chairman Vishal Baid said the
National Highways Authority
of India accomplished the
figure for the highest ever
highway construction of 3,979
km in fiscal 2020.
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Migrant workers: The emergence of invisible India

Prepare a migrant database, give them welfare and voting rights wherever they are, enhance social security

We are living in challenging times
brought on by the coronavirus
diseases (Covid-19). When India
imposed its lockdown, everyone
extended full support to the move
in the belief that we need to stand
as one in the fight against the
virus.

Now that India is opening up, it
is clear that the strategy to
combat the virus did not consider
all Indians as one. A country of
over 1.3 billion people was locked
down, at four hours’ notice,
ignoring the needs of the poorest
and migrant workers. The
government’s response came
with an inherent class bias built
into it. If you were an Indian
abroad, the national carrier was
pressed into service to fly you
back, even from countries such
as China, where the virus had
already spread. | support this as
an action any responsible
country must take for its citizens
stranded abroad. Yet, migrant
workers, stranded away from
their homes and families, found
themselves out of jobs with no
money or food security.

I am from Padrauna in
Kushinagar district in eastern
Uttar Pradesh. Thousands of
men leave this district every year
to find work in the cities often
leaving their families behind.
Within days of the lockdown,
Congress workers reported that
many migrants from my district
were stranded in different states.
| set up a helpline with my team.
As soon as we made the
numbers public, we were deluged
with calls. They all had one
demand in common: Basic
rations to get by. All their money
had been exhausted with the
overnight shutdown of factories.
One of the saddest calls was from
a group of young boys stuck in
central UP. Left with no wages,
they had pooled together and
sold three mobile phones to buy
food. Selling a maobile phone, the
only connection with their
families, has become an act of
ultimate desperation to survive in
these times.

The Congress Working

Committee and president as well
as Rahul Gandhi warned the
government that this was
becoming a humanitarian crisis
of unimaginable proportions. This
was dismissed as carping by the
Opposition. The irony is, we have
treated migrant workers as
outsiders, though they have
been crucial to nation-building.
Their needs were invisible to
those who made grand
announcements, until they came
out to walk on the very streets
and highways they had built, on
the way back to their homes.

During election campaigns, | have
often gone to areas where there

is a dominance of people from
UP. They have all told me the
same thing they are
considered outsiders who are
good enough to build metros and
skyscrapers, but not considered
deserving even of habitable
accommodations. They are
outside the safety net of most
state government schemes
because they don't have domicile
documents.

There are three constructive
action points we need to consider
urgently. One, we need a
database of people working and
living outside their states. For too
long, the fact that they are
working in the informal sector as
contract labour has made them
almost non-existent. This
database would make it easier
to accurately assess how many
need to be given food or shelter
or transported during a crisis
such as this.

Two, the government has now
taken up the proposal put forward
by the former United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) government of
one-nation, one-ration card. This
must be taken a step further.

Workers with an identity
document from another state
should be allowed to access all
government schemes and
facilities of the central
government or of the state where
they are currently living. Also,
workers from other states must
be allowed to vote where they are
living. This will give them political
value and access to the local
elected representative. Both
Aadhaar and the Mahatma
Gandhi  National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme
are UPA government schemes.
They must now be strengthened.
Three, instituting labour reforms
does not mean making it easier
to exploit workers. We must now
formulate a universal social
security scheme for workers
using an authentic database. In
reply to a recent public interest
litigation in Gujarat, the state
said only 7,512 of an estimated
2.25 million migrant workers were
registered. The government has
no accurate estimates of the
numbers of migrant workers or
their locations which explains the
inadequate response to their

plight today.
The only silver lining in a dark
cloud is that India’'s urban
residents seem to have finally
woken up to the circumstances
in which many of their fellow
citizens are living. They have
begun to realise how much these
voiceless, faceless people
contribute to their lives.
The most humbling conversation
I have had during these last two
months was with the father of a
19-year-old boy, Arjun Chauhan,
who came from my district. He
was killed in a road accident in
Auraiya, UP, on his way home in
the back of a crowded truck. His
father told me his son had left
his village for the first time in his
young life, just a few months ago,
to earn a decent living for himself
and his family. Will his death be
seen as a fall-out of the
pandemic, the apathy of the
State, or just another statistic to
be forgotten? Most importantly,
will it be a wake up call to India’s
policy makers?

RPN Singh is aformer
Union minister and Congress
leader

Recovery must take into account the climate crisis

Create mass awareness, nudge governments, incentivise businesses, and strengthen international institutions

By Shankar Venkateswaran

As the coronavirus disease (Covid-19)
continues to engulf the world, the other big
agenda of our time — the climate crisis —
has begun to re-emerge from the shadows.
The big question, of course,

is whether the pandemic will

accelerate our quest for a

zero-carbon-emission world g
or will it set us back. The
lessons of the virus will not
automatically rub-off on the
climate crisis agenda
unless a set of deliberate,
strategic actions are taken.
Covid-19 has certainly
opened everyone's eyes to §
possibilities that can gEEsEss
positively impact the climate &S

agenda. Clean, breathable §
air and the reality of a work-
from-home culture are the
obvious  ones. For
manufacturers, shorter g
supply chains with its lower

Scope 3 greenhouse gas emissions will
become a business continuity imperative.
The similarities between Covid-19 and the
climate crisis — both in terms of their
disruptive impacts on human lives and the
economy and their response that
emphasises science and the need to build
resilience — can also benefit the climate
agenda. There are other reasons for
optimism. A Standard &?Poor’s global
report says that during the pandemic,
companies such as Microsoft, Royal Dutch

Shell, Morgan Stanley, Bank of Montreal
and Citibank have made climate-related
pledges. A BBC report quoted Frans
Timmermans, the chief of the European
Commission?(EU)’s Green Deal (which

commits the EU to net-zero emissions by
2050), as saying that every euro spent on
economic recovery measures after the
Covid-19 crisis will be linked to the green
transitions.

However, history and economics
provide a counter-narrative. For instance,
after the 2008 financial crisis, global carbon
dioxide emissions from fossil fuel
combustion and cement production fell
1.4% in 2009, but with economic stimulus
resources disproportionately allocated to

polluting industries, emissions rebounded
t05.9% in 2010. The impact of the indefinite
postponement of COP- 26, where countries
were expected to announce enhancement
of their Paris commitments, is still awaited.
Big emitters such as China,
the US and Brazil have
indicated a relaxation on
! environmental compliances
and enforcement. Even as
the EU reiterates its
 commitment to the Green
- Deal, a few member-
w" countries have publicly
sought moratoriums. The
negative growth economies
of the developed countries
i will mean less finance
{ available to developing
countries to meet their
¢ Nationally Determined
8 Contributions, a condition
that countries such as India
4 have placed in order to fulfil
its own commitments. And
historically low oil prices, combined with
reported announcements from major oil
producers to increase production, will work
against the interests of a low-carbon
recovery. There is, therefore, reason to
believe that a post-Covid low-carbon
recovery is neither inevitable nor automatic.
Therefore, a set of five actions can and must
be taken to enable this to happen. One,
nudge governments on to a low-carbon
recovery path.

=

(Contd on page 28)
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Covid-19: Whereanew Indiaishorn  Of Course Destruction

Invest in health care, address inequity, stop
communal politics, and let compassion prevail

Since a prolonged lockdown due to the
coronavirus disease (Covid-19) offers an
opportunity for the creative juices to flow, |
may take a bit of poetic licence this week
to adapt a poem of Nobel Laureate
Rabindranath Tagore for a“new” Indiain the
coronavirus times.

Where the mind is without fear and the
head is held high. Where a pandemic isn't
an alibi for untrammelled State power, but
instead redefines the State-citizenship
engagement by putting citizens first. Where
rules are enforced not by fear or diktat, but
by information and knowledge, where prime
ministers and chief ministers work together
as acollective and not as adversaries, where
autocratic tendencies are replaced by
democratic consensus, where domain
expertise is valued more than routine
cheerleaders.

Where a national lockdown is planned
through greater consultation and not
implemented at four hours notice. Where
when a few members of Parliament wear
masks and call for the House to be
adjourned, the presiding officer doesn’'t ask
them to remove the masks. Where toppling
an Opposition state government doesn't get
precedence over a health emergency.

Where the health care infrastructure is
built over decades and doesn’t become a
jugaad (makeshift) solution to combat an
immediate crisis. Where investments in
public health take precedence over investing
in personal advertisement. Where
government hospitals are rebuilt, instead of
restoring Parliament buildings. Where
quality health centres are given preference
over gargantuan statues and
boulevards.?Where pitched battles are not
fought over places of worship, but over
whether a disputed land should be given for
a school or a hospital.

Where doctors aren'tjust acclaimed as
“coronavirus warriors” in a pandemic, but are
respected at all times. Where respect isn't
about lighting diyas, with taali-thaali,
processions and air shows, but is really
about giving our health workers better
working conditions and quality personal
protective equipment. Where junior doctors
don'thave to agitate for higher stipends and
seek police protection when they are
attacked for doing their job.

Where those who suffer economic and
physical dislocation aren't treated as
invisibilised migrant labour but given their due
as equal citizens with equal rights. Where
those who built our homes and cities are
not one of them but truly one of us, deserving
of social and financial security. Where those
non-governmental organisations which raise
their voice in solidarity with the poor and
homeless are not dismissed by the country’s
top law officer as “prophets of doom” but are
appreciated for being society’s conscience-
keepers. Where journalists who report on
the travails of displaced labour aren't labelled
as “vultures”, but hailed for showing truth to
power.

Where providing basic transport services
for labourers to go back to their villages

doesn’'t become a Centre-versus-state tug-
of-war or pit state-versus-state, but instead
allows for a melting of inter-state borders.
Where a Uttar Pradesh-bound train doesn't
end up in Odisha, and a railway track isn't
bloodied with the crushed bodies of fatigued
fellow-citizens. Where a teenaged girl cycling
1,200 kilometres to take her injured father
home isn't celebrated as a potential Olympic
medal winner, but seen as a grim reminder
of the desperate poverty that breeds gritand
endurance. Where social distancing is not
an elite privilege, but an option available to
all citizens. Where 50 people do not have to
share a single toilet and a dozen people
sleep in a single room even as single
families can live in multi-storeyed skyscraper
splendour. Where the stark inequities are
reduced by a welfarist State that places a
premium on providing low-cost housing for
all with basic sanitation facilities. Where the
slum of Dharaviis not seen as Asia’s largest,
butas areflection of the degradation of urban
life that forces millions to live in squalour.

Where members of a specific community
aren’t ostracised and spurious links drawn
between religion and a virus only to further
narrow political agendas. Where vegetable
vendors aren't boycotted because of their
religious identity. Where the media doesn't
seek to sensationalise the news in the race
for Television Rating Points with provocative
hashtags that only spread disaffection and
enmity among communities.

Where a pandemic breaks through all
caste and class barriers. Where a co-
operative society or resident welfare
associations do not become private
fiefdoms. Where domestic help aren’t
stigmatised as coronavirus carriers or denied
their wages and barred from the forbidding
gates of a housing complex. Where the
realisation dawns that this was not a virus
spawned in the slums but imported by the
flying class of the country. Where we
remember that the affluent can Netflix and
Zoom their way through a lockdown, but the
poor still need to work for a daily income.

Where companies who donate
generously to the PM Cares Fund don't
forget to care for those around them. Where
all government relief funds are subject to
higher standards of public scrutiny. Where
job cuts are the exception, not the rule, and
compassion overrides commerce. Where
governments provide mega-stimulus
packages that ensure above all else direct
cash support to the most vulnerable. Where
we see reform opportunity in a crisis but
don't allow the reformist zeal to descend
into cronyism once again. Where reforms
are designed to protect the interests of
labour and not just of well-networked
industry. Where we look to build a “self-
reliant” India but not as an attractive slogan
but as a living reality. Where our law-makers
abandon the foreign accessories — the
branded watches, designer glasses, luxury
cars — that are such an intrinsic part of
their lifestyle.

Rajdeep Sardesai is a senior
journalist and author.

of Property

Breaking things and burning
buildings is enjoying a vogue it hasn't
had since the late 1960s or early 1970s.

Arson and looting are a perennial
feature of urban unrest, but they have
been pretty universally condemned for
decades now—until the last week or
so.Forced to choose between
criticizing the George Floyd protests
when they get out of hand and
defending the indefensible, activists
and writers on the left have been
tempted into the latter. In so doing,
they damage their own credibility and
the moral and intellectual climate of the
country.

The inventive, but completely absurd
contention is that the destruction of
property doesn’t qualify as violence,
and, at the end of the day, isn't such a
bad thing, maybe even a salutary thing.

The Pulitzer Prize-winning architect
of the New York Times’ 1619 Project,
Nikole Hannah-Jones, made this
distinction in an interview: “Violence is
when an agent of the state kneels on a
man's neck until all of the life is leached
out of his body. Destroying property,
which can be replaced, is not violence.
To use the same language to describe
those two things is not moral.”

In a piece titled “An American
Uprising,” the editor of the New Yorker,
David Remnick, favorably quoted a co-
founder of Black Lives Matter Global
Network, who explained, “We don't have
time to finger-wag at protesters about
property. That can be rebuilt. Target will
reopen.”

An article in Current Affairs argued
that applying the word “violence” to the
destruction of property risks “making

Is Violence

the term conceptually incoherent and—
much more important—conflating acts
that do very serious physical harm to
people with acts that have not
physically harmed anyone.”

As graffiti on a building in
Minneapolis put it, “Merchandise can
be replaced. Black lives can not.”Now,
it's obviously true that what happened
to George Floyd is sickening, and that
harming a person is much worse than
damaging property. But that doesn’t
mean that both aren’t acts of violence,
and both aren’t wrong.

The idea that, say, burning down a
building isn’t violence fails to pass the
Merriam-Webster test. The dictionary
defines violence as “the use of physical
force so as to injure, abuse, damage,
or destroy.” And the blasé attitude
about the destruction of property
doesn’t pass the common-sense test.

Property is not an abstraction. It
gives people shelter, and a sense of
protection and stability. People pour
themselves into their property, using
their earnings to pay for it, improving
it, becoming identified with it. If the
property is a business, it often
represents years of blood, sweat, tears
and dreams.

For someone to come and destroy
it in a spasm of rage or gleeful looting,
is felt as a profound violation, and
understandably so.

In Minneapolis, rioters ransacked
the bar of an African American former
firefighter named Korboi Balla. Balla
had invested his life savings in the
place, which he had planned to open
any day. “l don’t know what we’re going
to do,” he said. (Contd on page 31)
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By Syed Zafar Islam
The first anniversary of the
National Democratic Alliance
government, popularly referred to
as Modi-2, may have been
somewhat subdued due to the
lockdown as a result of the
coronavirus disease (Covid-19).
But the achievements of the last
12 months were succinctly
encapsulated in Prime Minister
(PM)  Narendra Modi's recent
letter to the nation. At the outset,
he referred to the Rs 20 lakh crore
economic package that he
dedicated to the nation on May
12 and stressed his desire to
make India self-reliant.
There comes atime in a nation’s
life when momentous decisions
are taken in the interest of not just
the current generation, but
generations to follow.
The year 1991 was a defining
moment for independent India,
when the then PM, PV Narasimha
Rao, opened the country’s
zealously-guarded doors to the
wider world. It was a decision
taken out of compulsion. India
was impoverished, out of money
and vulnerable. Fear and
suspicion were deeply embedded
in India’s psyche. We were
suspicious of strong foreign forces
recolonising us through giant
multinational companies
A slew of bold decisions and
policy announcements in Modi's
address to the nation on May 12
will go down in the nation’s history
as more momentous than those
takenin 1991.
Maodi's steely political will to make
India self-reliant is as courageous
as itis visionary. Some of the far-
reaching announcements
included the push for structural
reforms in key areas such as
agriculture, defence, coal and
public sector enterprises. Linking
the benefits to states with their
performances was among the
highlights of the package. While
their positive impact will take time
to kick in, there is no doubt that
these structural reforms will boost
growth.
Some in the country expected an
instant fiscal stimulus beyond
what the country could afford at
the moment, or perhaps a
reduction in the Goods and
Services Tax and income tax
rates. They also wanted to see
the government’s effort directed
exclusively to dealing with the

emergency-like situation that we
find ourselves in. They gave
examples of the United States
(US) and United Kingdom'’s
stimulus packages. Modi's ideas
are all-encompassing. The
measures he took ensured that
the supply side became robust.
Immediately after the lockdown,
the government announced a big
relief package of Rs 1.7 lakh crore
for the bottom 20% of the
population. This was followed by
a series of measures to provide
relief to the poor and farmers.
They included cash transfers of
over Rs 52,000 crore through Jan
Dhan accounts and allocation of
an additional Rs 40,000 crore
under the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme to create jobs
for those living on the margins of
society. The micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSMES)
sector, the backbone of our
economy which contributes
significantly to the Gross

Domestic Product (GDP), is the
worst hit by the pandemic. The
Modi government has taken
targeted measures to boost the
MSMEs, including with the
support of a sovereign guaranteed
loan of Rs 3 lakh crore through
equity and subordinated loans.
The government deserves
appreciation for the path-breaking
step of changing the definition of
MSMEs. What is also
commendable is that despite a
huge economic package, the
government has not tried to punch
above its weight. The Reserve
Bank of India has also been
proactive in supporting the
government's initiatives and has
taken many unconventional
measures such as the Targeted
Long-term Repo Operation to
create the right amount of liquidity
available in the system for banks,
non-banking financial companies
and industry. With the economy
in motion again, we have the
supply side in place. | am certain

some more stimulus measures,
within the bounds of fiscal
prudence, will be taken to boost
demand, which will help the
economy accelerate. We have
to remind ourselves that the
pandemic is still wreaking
havoc on the world. But a day
will surely come when all this
is behind us. That, many
believe, will signal the
beginning of a new world order
built on the collapsed edifice
of the international order that
emerged in the aftermath of
World War 2. Where will India
be? This is the most important
question on the minds of
policymakers. Focusing on the
pandemic alone would have
been a populist but short-
sighted move. Modi has wisely
recognised the gravity of the
current situation and made bold
decisions which will help us
maintain our position as a leading
global player The PM’s clarion
call for self-reliance is a game

Modi’s plan for economic
revival Is a game-changer

The focus has been on the supply-side. Expect measures,
within bounds of fiscal prudence, to boost demand

changer. Imagine the force,
energy, skills and strength a self-
reliant nation of 1.3 billion people
will bring to bear on the global
polity. If the goal of self-reliance
is achieved, we will be in a
position to perhaps even compete
with China in the near future.
Modi’s call to self-reliance is in
our national interest. In a post-
pandemic world, many countries
will look to strengthen production
and supply chains and promote
homegrown products. Self-
reliance will come only with a
mindset change and some
amount of sacrifice and patience.
A self-reliant India, he argued,
would be in a much better position
to contribute to the world But self-
reliance does not mean an entire
reset of the economy or a
throwback to the swadeshi
model. It is our own “India First”
policy. When we become truly
self-reliant, we will be one of the
world’s leading economic
powerhouses.

Leading

India to full independence

In the past year, PM?Modi has brought back credibility to politics and unveiled radical reforms

By Rajnath Singh

Great changes are witnessed in history on
rare occasions. 2014 was such a time for
India when it saw momentous changes in
its political history. At that time, people
wanted to get rid of an incapable and corrupt
government. This is what drove them to vote
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), led by
Narendra Modi, to power.

People generally don't repose enough trust
in an incumbent government to vote it back
to power a second time. Modi is one of the
few leaders in Indian history to have been
voted in successively, and with an even
greater mandate, to office. While the 2014
mandate was for change, the 2019 one was
a clear indication of the people’s
acceptance and trust in the changes that
were brought by his government. However,
when people put such faith in any political
leader, the challenge he faces in fulfilling
their aspirations and expectations is huge.
This requires a substantial degree of
political credibility. But in 2019, when the
BJP government came to power again,
Prime Minister (PM)?Modi took several
decisions in a courageous and determined
manner to fulfil the promises made,
something which has remained the
ideological foundation of the party.

In doing so over the last one year, Modi
has enhanced his credibility and that of the
BJP. In fact, the last year can be

considered a milestone from the credibility
perspective for politics. Whatever one’s
political ideology, on this count, the political
fraternity should acknowledge Modi ’'s
contribution. The abrogation of Article 370,
the abolition of triple talag, amendments in
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act and
paving the way for the construction of a
temple at the Ram Janmabhoomi site in
Ayodhya makes the year memorable on
many counts — social, political and
constitutional. Muslims women have long
been victims of the practice of talag-e-
biddat, which makes it easy for a husband
to divorce his wife by uttering a few words.
They do not have to fear this now. In fact,
the abolition of this practice has given
Muslim women their self-respect back. After
the Supreme Court judgment on Ram
Janmabhoomi , the degree of peace and
amity that was seen across the country,
counts, in my view, as a seminal
achievement of the Modi government in the
last one year. Our political ideology is based
on Ram’s ideals of Ram Rajya, which
enjoins upon everyone to live in peace while
practising their own religions.

While Modi tried to reverse the crisis of
credibility in politics, the Opposition parties
did the opposite when on the issue of the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act or CAA, they
issued hostile statements. The states ruled
by them passed resolutions and sullied the

issue. India is a secular nation, and being
a global power, it is our constitutional duty
to help those people who suffer from
religious persecutions in our
neighbourhood. Amending CAA to give
citizenship to the persecuted religious
minorities, is, | feel, an unprecedented step
in the history of secularism. But vested
political interests tried to create baseless
misconceptions among the Muslim
community.
The first year of the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA)-2 government saw more
assistance for farmers, better working
conditions for labourers, small shop owners
and other micro, medium and small
enterprises, and assured pension for the
elderly. As defence minister, the first thing
that | wanted was to create the office of the
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), which had
been pending and could facilitate better
coordination among the forces. On
August 15, 2019, the PM, in his address
to the nation from the Red Fort,
announced the creation of the post of
CDS. In NDA-1, the government resolved
the one- rank one-pension issue. In order
to make India self-reliant in security
terms, the thrust was on domestic
production of defence equipment, the
indigenous manufacture of guns and rifles
with private sector participation,

(Contd on page 32)
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Our leaders have dithered and lied about A3

the riots as the nation goes up in flames

By Tucker Carlson,
Courtesy Fox News

The nation went up in flames
this weekend. No one in charge
stood up to save America. Our
leaders dithered. They cowered.
They openly sided with the
destroyers. In many cases, they
egged them on.

Later, they will deny doing
any of this. They are denying it
now. But you know the truth
because you saw it happen. This
is how nations collapse. When
no one in authority keeps the
order, and when someone in our
professional class encourage
violence, American citizens are
forced to defend themselves.
They have no choice. No one
else is going to defend them --
they know that now. It's possible
that more people will be hurt in
coming days -- that would be a
tragedy. But in an environment
like this, more violence could
very well lead to a cascade of
new tragedies, to something far
bigger and more destructive than
anything we have seen so far. So,
this isn't over. It might simply be
the beginning. We pray it isn't.

It's hard to think clearly about
anything that's going on right
now. The chaos, the destruction,
the relentless lying from above -
- it's all too much. Americans are
bewildered, and they are afraid.
But most of all, they are filled with
rage, angrier than they have ever
been.

The worst people in our
society have taken control. They
did nothing to build this country.
Now, they are tearing it down.
They are rushing us toward mass
suicide.

So, how do we respond? We
must protect ourselves and our
families. Once again, we have no
choice, but to do that. But we
cannot allow ourselves to
become like they are.

We are not animals, we are
Americans. In the face of such
indecency, we must resolve to be
decent. We believe this country
has a future. We intend for our

children to live and thrive here.
That is what we are defending.

All our leaders do is set us
against each other. They stage
a never-ending national cockfight
for their profit and amusement.

But we're not going to play
along. We will love our neighbors
relentlessly in spite of all of it,
not because they look like us or
share our political views. But we
love them because they are
human beings, and they are
Americans. Those are the bonds
that tie us together -- the bonds
our leaders seek to destroy. We
can't let them.

We should start by being
unsparingly honest about what is
happening right now. Truth is our
defense, and it's our country's
last hope.

We plan to use this hour to
create a record of this moment
right now, to show you what's
really going on in your country.
We feel an obligation to do that
before the facts are spun into
propaganda by the liars or the
images are pulled off the internet
forever, as many of them
inevitably will be.

We're going to begin with
where my family lives and has
lived for 35 years, in the
northwest quadrant of
Washington, D.C. This is called
Mac Market. It's on MacArthur
Boulevard, which is named after
General MacArthur during the
war. It's our neighborhood store;
it's walking distance from my
house.

People meet there every
morning for coffee. Kids come
after school for candy. It's as
close to a community gathering
spot as we have.

The market is run by the Kim
family. The Kims are immigrants
from Korea. They are revered in
our neighborhood for their
decency and their hard work.
When they lost their son several
years ago, the neighbors grieved
for them.

The Kims are not political.
They've never hurt anyone. They
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only make things better. But last

night, the mob came for their W=

store. At 1 a.m. Monday morning,
Mr. Kim was kneeling alone on
the sidewalk trying to salvage
what he has spent his life
building.

Scenes like this played out
in hundreds of neighborhoods
across this country, maybe
yours.

Here are a few. In Columbia,
S.C., a man called the police
when things began to fall apart.
Rioters saw him call. They
surrounded that man, and they
beat him. Onlookers laughed as
he was pummeled.

In Rochester, N.Y., a group of
eight men smashed the windows
of a jewelry store. The couple
who lived above the shop
emerged to confront them. Both
of them were viciously beaten
with a ladder and a two-by-four.

In Dallas, a man armed with
what appeared to be a sword did
his best to defend a business
from looters. The mob bashed
him in the head with a rock and
a skateboard. It's hard to watch.

In San Jose, riders with
crowbar stormed the highway
and attacked vehicles, trying to
pull drivers from their cars. In
Birmingham, Ala., a local
reporter called Stephen Quinn
was beaten, and then he was
robbed on live television as he
tried to cover the looting.

In Portland, Ore., a man was
beaten apparently for daring to
carry an American flag in public.
He never released the flag, by
the way.

How many of these people
died? How many were murdered
by the rioters? We don't know
yet. At the least, some are likely
disabled for life. They were beaten
that badly.

And then there was the mass
stealing. It seemed to be
everywhere over the weekend.

In Buckhead, an upscale part
of Atlanta, rioters stole a Tesla
from a dealership and drove it
through an indoor mall just to
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underscore how completely out

of control things were. In
Portland, Oregon, mobs looted
Louis Vuitton, Apple and Chase
Bank among many others. They
often set fires as they left. In
Chicago, protesters fought
systemic racism by running
through a Nike store stealing
shoes.

And in Washington, D.C., a
federal city surrounded by
military bases and protected at
all times by the single highest
concentration of law enforcement
in the world, criminals operated
with apparent impunity in the
streets. They looted Georgetown.
They smashed the windows in
federal buildings. They
desecrated virtually every war
memorial in the city a week after
Memorial Day.

And then, as you likely know,
Sunday night they set fire to St.
John's Episcopal Church, a 200-
year-old building that has
welcomed every American
president since James Madison.
It is right across the street from
the White House. For people
stuck inside anywhere during this
insanity -- the sick, the elderly,
the powerless -- the experience
was terrifying. Listen to this
woman from Minneapolis.

Reporter: How was last
night? Unidentified woman:
Scary. They went straight to
Office Max, the Dollar Store and
every store over here that | go to.
| have nowhere to go now. | have
no way to get there because the
buses aren't running. So, that's
what's happening in America
right now. We didn't play all of
the tape we have. There's a lot
of it. Some of the tape is too
shocking, and honestly, it's too
incendiary. We understand that
television is an emotional
medium, and we don't want to
make things worse. We're not
going to, but you get the point.

The point is, this is a national
emergency. It's a profound
national emergency. But you
would never know that from
listening to our elected leaders.
Almost all of them pretend this
is not really happening or if it is
happening, it is just part of
America's long tradition of
vigorous political discourse.

Politicians on both sides tell
us that this is all about the death
of a man in police custody in
Minneapolis last week. The
people burning down our country
are "protesters". They're engaged

in a legitimate "protest.”

Okay, what exactly are those
protesters' demands? What are
they asking for? If Congress
agreed to enact their program,
what would the program be?

Not a single person even hints
the answer because there is not
an answer. No one has bothered
to pull the guys beating up old
ladies on the street or looting
Gucci, but you've got to wonder
how many of them have ever even
heard of George Floyd. And if
they have heard of him, what
difference would it make?
Violence and looting are not
forms of political expression.

If you were killed tomorrow,
how many buildings would you
want burned to the ground in your
memory? How many old women
smashed in the face on the
street in your name? None, we
hope, because you're not a
vicious psychopath, like the
people you've just watched.

In fact, what we're watching
is not a political protest. It's the
opposite of a political protest. It
is an attack on the idea of
politics. The rioters you have
seen are trying to topple our
political system. That system is
how we resolve our differences
without using violence. But these
people want a new system, one
that is governed by force. Do
what we say or we will hurt you.
You know this. You can see it
for yourself on television; you
have. But our leaders continue
to lie. They tell us that's not true.
This isn't happening. It's just a
protest. Some Democrats have
openly embraced what is
happening. Really they don't have
much of a choice. These are their
voters cleaning out the Rolex
store. These riots effectively are
the largest Joe Biden for President
rally on record. In gratitude for that,
more than a dozen Joe Biden for
President campaign staffers
donated money to the rioters in
Minneapolis, and then they
bragged about it on Twitter. No
Democratic leader can directly
criticize what is happening
right now. And in fact, some
have joined in. Over the
weekend, the Democratic
Party of Fairfax, Virginia,
which is an important
Democratic organization,
released the following statement
on Twitter: "Riots are an integral
part of this country's march
towards progress."

(Contd on page 31)
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Trump threatens to unleash the military Iin
the US. When will the generals speak out?

Not since one of President
Donald Trump’s heroes, Gen.
Douglas MacArthur, led a
mounted charge in 1932 to
disperse an encampment of
homeless veterans just outside
the White House has the
country seen such an
application of violence against
unarmed protesters outside
“the People’s House.” On
Monday evening police, with
National Guard troops in
reserve, attacked peaceful
protesters gathered outside the
White House with rubber bullets
and tear gas. It's the kind of
scene we associate with
dictatorships, not western
democracies.

Even worse was the purpose
of this travesty — which was
to allow President Trump a
photo op outside St. John's, the
“church of the presidents” just
outside the White House
grounds.

There Trump held up a bible
for the cameras, which will
surely be aniconic image of his
presidency as the coronavirus
ravages the United States and
riots and protests rage in its
cities.

Just as bad as the attacks
on the peaceful protesters
outside the White House were
Trump’s threats Monday to
send the federal military to quell
unrestin American cities, which
is simply not their job. What
makes it particularly odd is that
Trump frequently complains
that US troops in Afghanistan
are acting as a “police force.”
Like so much of what Trump
says that isn't true, but even
the President realizes on
occasion that the federal US

military doesn’t perform a law
enforcement function for good
reason; it's not what it is
trained to do. Also, the
Pentagon simply can’t go to
war with its own citizens.

Indeed it is barred from
doing so by the Posse
Comitatus Act of 1878,
although under some very rare
circumstances, federal troops
have been deployed in the US.
The last time they were called
up for such duty was almost
three decades ago during the
1992 Los Angeles riots which
followed the acquittal of police
officers who brutally beat
Rodney King. More than 50
people were killed in the riots.
The federal troops were called
in at the invitation of California’s
governor and they were not
unilaterally deployed as
President Trump has
threatened to do.

Trump’s discussion of the
sometimes violent protests that
have occurred across the
United States over the past
week with US governors on a
phone call Monday that
became publicin a leaked audio
confirms that he and his “war
cabinet” have a militarized view
of the unrest in American cities.

Trump said that he had put
US Joint Chiefs Chairman Army
Gen. Mark Milley “in charge,”
which is a strange formulation
since the United States’ top
military officer is not supposed
to be responsible for domestic
law enforcement. That's the role
of the police and in some
cases, the National Guard
under the control of each
states’ governor.

On Monday’s call with the

governors, US Defense
Secretary Mark Esper
blathered about dominating “the
battle space” as if the protests
and riots in American cities
were taking place in Baghdad
in 2003.

Gen. Tony Thomas, who ran
US Special Operations
Command and also US Joint
Special Operations Command
— the unit that killed Osama
bin Laden — tweeted to his
relatively small group of some
1,300 followers on Monday
night: “The “battle space” of
America??? Not what America
needs to hear...ever, unless we
are invaded by an adversary or
experience a constitutional
failure...ie a Civil War...”

Good for Thomas, but his
tweet has received scant
attention as yet. We need
more senior retired generals to
say that violence against
peaceful protesters s
unacceptable and that using
the US military aside from the
national guard to police
protests is fundamentally an un-
American idea.

A retired top military officer
who also just stepped up the
plate is former US Joint Chiefs
Chairman Admiral Mike Mullen,
who wrote in The Atlantic
Tuesday evening: “It sickened
me yesterday to see security
personnel—including members
of the National Guard—forcibly
and violently clear a path
through Lafayette Square to
accommodate the president’s
visit outside St. John’s Church.
| have to date been reticent to
speak out on issues
surrounding President Trump’s
leadership, but we are at an

inflection point, and the events
of the past few weeks have
made it impossible to remain
silent.”

Adm. Bill McRaven, the
architect of the bin Laden raid,
and Gen. Stanley McChrystal,
who turned Joint Special
Operations Command into one
of the most lethal fighting forces
in US history, have been willing
to call out the President for his
dishonesty and divisiveness.

But isn’t it time to hear now
also from former US Defense
Secretary Jim Mattis, a retired
four-star general who
commanded CENTCOM that
oversees America’s wars in the
greater Middle East and who
led the US Marines into
Baghdad in 2003?

Or from former national
security adviser Lt. Gen. H.R.
McMaster who fought
heroically both in the first
Gulf War and the Iraq War
and whose PhD dissertation
that became a book about the
Vietham War is one of the
key texts about the proper
role of relations between a
US president and his
generals?

It's past time for Mattis to
abandon his position that he
won’'t speak out against
President Trump. In his 2019
autobiography “Call Sign
Chaos,” Mattis observed,
“I'm old fashioned: | don’t
write about sitting
Presidents.” This conception
of the proper role of retired
senior US generals that they
shouldn’t make statements
about contemporaneous
political matters may work in
times of normalcy but this is not

one of those times.

During his 2019 book tour
Mattis told Jeffrey Goldberg of
The Atlantic that his duty of
silence about Trump wasn’t
“eternal.”

Now would be an important
time for Mattis to break his
silence. Mattis can use his
considerable stature for the
common good to push back on
Trump’s dangerous ideas about
deploying the US federal
military in American cities and
also to condemn the
President’s role in attacking
peaceful protestors outside the
White House.

Retired four-star Marine
Gen. John Kelly also has the
experience and gravitas to
make similar points. Kelly led
SOUTHCOM which oversees all
of US military operations south
of the US-Mexico border and
later became Trump’s chief
of staff.

And McMaster could also
use his considerable stature
to speak out about the
politicization of the US
military by the Trump
administration.

McMaster's book
described the failures of
American generals to stand
up to President Lyndon
Johnson and to provide him
truthful military advice about
the conduct of the Vietnam
War, which Johnson saw
largely through the lens of
his domestic political
fortunes. We have reached a
similar point in the United
States where the Pentagon is
being used for Trump’s political
purposes and it's time to push
back.
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On Monday night,
President Donald Trump
addressed the nation with
words presumably meant to
reassure: " | am your
President of law and order.”

Whether Trump realized
it or not -- and my guess is
he did -- by invoking the
idea of being a "law and
order" president, he was
tapping into a long history
of presidents leaning on the
idea of strict adherence to
the rule of law to squelch civil
disobedience often by
minority communities in the
country.

The use of the phrase
"law and order" came into
common presidential
parlance during the late
1960s as President Richard
Nixon sought to soothe a
(white) populace unnerved
by the assassinations of
Robert Kennedy and Martin
Luther King Jr. as well as
the protests and riots that
broke out in reaction to
King's slaying. (There had
been more than 150 race
riots in the country in 1967
alone.)"Because, my
friends, let this message
come through clear from
what | say tonight. Time is
running out for the
merchants of crime and
corruption in American
society.

"The wave of crime is not
going to be the wave of the
future in the United States
of America.

"We shall re-establish
freedom from fear in
America so that America
can take the lead in re-
establishing freedom from
fear in the world.

"And to those who say
that law and order is the
code word for racism, there
and here is areply:

"Our goal is justice for
every American. If we are to
have respect for law in
America, we must have
laws that deserve respect.

"Just as we cannot have
progress without order, we
cannot have order without

progress, and so, as we
commit to order tonight, let
us commit to progress."

Nixon repeatedly
insisted throughout the fall
campaign that "law and
order" was something all
Americans wanted -- and
that it had little to do with
playing on the racial animus
and fears of white
Americans directed at black
Americans. In response to
a question from a black
panelist at a debate that
year, Nixon sought to find a
middle ground away from
the clear weaponizing of
race espoused by George
Wallace, who was running
a third-party bid for
president.

"I have often said that
you cannot have order
unless you have justice,
because if you stifle
dissent, if you just stifle
progress, you're going to
have an explosion and
you're going to have
disorder,” Nixon said. "On
the other hand, you can't
have progress without order,
because when you have
disorder, and revolution, you
destroy all of the progress
you have."

But once elected, Nixon
returned to just the sort of
purposefully racialized
language that he had
insisted he wasn't using.
"Law and order" evolved into
the "silent majority"
Nixon's signifier for the
older, whiter Americans who
might not be as outspoken
as the younger, more
diverse elements of
American society but who
comprised a majority that
elected him and could
reelect him.

(Worth noting: Nixon's
initial invocation of the
"silent majority” in a
speech in 1969 had nothing
to do with race. He was
seeking to justify his
renewed commitment to
winning the Vietnam War
and contrasting anti-war
activists with the "silent

majority" of Americans who
supported his stance.)

The political efficacy of
Nixon's call to "law and
order" was not lost on those
Republican politicians who
followed him in the
presidency.

Ronald Reagan, who,
on the day of King's funeral
in 1968, called it a "great
tragedy that began when we
began compromising with
law and order, and people
started choosing which
laws they'd break," took up
Nixon's "law and order"
mantle when he ran for and
won the White House in
1980. (Reagan lost the
nomination to Nixon in
1968.)

In office, Reagan's law
and order focus was at the
heart of his much-touted
"war on drugs" -- a deeply
controversial program that
led to an eight-fold increase
in incarceration between
1980 and 1997, a massive
surge that most directly
impacted the black
community.

In George H.W. Bush's
1988 campaign, the call to
law and order again took
center stage. That race
pivoted on an ad run by
Bush supporters that
painted Massachusetts
Gov. Michael Dukakis as
soft on crime -- using a
black man named Willie

- Horton who was let out on

a weekend pass program
approved by Dukakis and
stabbed a man and raped
his girlfriend.

The ad was effective,
although widely renounced
in retrospect for playing on
racist stereotypes. Horton,
sporting a beard and an Afro,
was shown on screen
throughout the ad. The
message was crystal clear.

As Michael Nelson, who
edited a book of essays on
H.W. Bush's presidency,
told The New York Times'
Peter Baker in 2018: "In
some ways, the Willie
Horton ad is the 1.0 version
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of Trump's relentless tweets
and comments about
African-Americans.”

Trump took what Nixon,
Reagan and H.W. Bush had
done on "law and order"
and, as he does with
everything, took it to its
logical extreme.

"We must maintain law
and order at the highest
level or we will cease to
have a country, 100
percent,” Trump said in a
2016 speech just days
after a gunman had killed
five police officers in
Dallas. "We will cease to
have a country. | am the
law and order candidate."

In his inaugural
address, Trump painted
a grim picture of an
America under assault

OPINION “

The long, dark history of
Donald Trump's pledge to be
a 'law and order' president

-- and himself as the
one person who was
ready to clean up the
streets. Here's the key
bit:

"But for too many of
our citizens, a different
reality exists: Mothers
and children trapped in
poverty in our inner
cities; rusted-out
factories scattered like
tombstones across the

landscape of our
nation; an education
system, flush with

cash, but which leaves
our young and beautiful
students deprived of
knowledge; and the
crime and gangs and
drugs that have stolen
too many lives and
robbed our country of so

much unrealized
potential. "This
American carnage stops
right here and stops
right now." Trump's
campaign -- and his
presidency -- has
trafficked heavily in fear:
Of people who don't look
like you, of foreign
countries, of losing what
you have to someone
who doesn't deserve it.
The subtext has become
text. Need more proof of
that direct line between
Nixon and Trump on
using race to divide us?
The President provided it
himself on Tuesday
morning. "SILENT
MAJORITY!" he
tweeted.Yeah, that about
coversit.
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Modi 2.0: Dark

clouds have

engulfed the nation

The government has undermined secular democracy;
social justice; federalism; and economic self-reliance

By Sitaram Yechury

Surreal is, perhaps, the
only way to describe
marking of the first
anniversary of the Modi 2.0
government. As the
government data detailing
the pre-coronavirus disease
destruction of the economy
and the consequent
ruination of crores of lives
during the last year was
being released, Prime
Minister (PM) Narendra
Modi was writing to all of us
describing the year as “a
golden chapter in the
history of Indian
democracy”. This ruination
has been aggravated by the
coronavirus pandemic and
the unplanned and abrupt
unilateral lockdown
announced by the PM. This
lockdown has neither
strengthened the efforts to
combat the pandemic nor
has it provided any relief to
beleaguered citizens. The
situation continues to
worsen.

India appears to have
entered a post-truth
society. The Oxford
Dictionary defines post-truth
as “relating to or denoting
circumstances in which
objective facts are less
influential in shaping public
opinion than appeals to
emotion and personal
belief”. The propaganda and
spin machine of the
government projects a
surreal world divorced from
the truth.

The first year of this
government has been
traumatic. Apart from all
other issues such as the
economic  downturn,
increase in people’s
miseries, assaults on
democratic rights and civil
liberties, this year has been
traumatic for the single-
minded focus with which
this government began to
systematically undermine
India’s secular, democratic,
republican order.

Among the attacks —
the delivery of a verdict and

not justice in the Ram
temple site dispute in
Ayodhya, the triple talaq
criminalisation of only
Muslim men, not other’ for
deserting their wives — are
two that spring to mind
immediately.

Modi 2.0 began with an
immediate assault on the
Constitution with the
abrogation of Article 370. In
one stroke, the state of
Jammu and Kashmir
became a part of history and
was bifurcated into Union
territories. The promises
made during the freedom
movement and the
Constitution have been
betrayed. The manner in
which this was done was an
affront to the constitutional
scheme of things. By
dissolving the elected
assembly and not holding
the elections along with the
2019 general elections, this
government deliberately
bypassed the constitutional
stipulation that the border of
any state in India cannot be
altered without the
concurrence of the
assembly. As the assembly
was non-existent, the
governor appointed by the
Centre was presumed to be
the substitute, whose
consent was naturally
obtained. The entire
exercise was done
surreptitiously.

Then came the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act (CAA), a brazen
violation of the Constitution
in stipulating religion as a
criterion for citizenship. The
Constitution underlines the
equality of every citizen,
irrespective of caste, creed,
gender or any other
attribute. The corollary to
CAA was the National
Population Register on
whose basis the National
Register of Citizens would
be prepared. This exercise
was rightly seen by many
as the intensification of
communal polarisation that
feeds into the larger

construct of targeting the
Muslim minority. These
two, along with many other
assaults, are part of the
effort to transform a secular,
democratic, republican
India into an intolerant
theocratic, exclusivist
fascistic state, which is the
project of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), the ideological
mentor of the Bharatiya
Janata Party. Citizenship is
the fundamental
requirement for every other
right provided by the
Constitution. Once people
are stripped of their
citizenship, they stand
automatically stripped of all
their rights and liberties in
India.

These assaults on the
Constitution were
accompanied by the
weakening of the

constitutional institutions.
Both these issues were
challenged in the Supreme
Court (SC) and continues to
remain there without being
heard, considered or
adjudicated on. The SC has
chosen to consider matters
such as anticipatory bail to
journalists charged with
aiding campaigns of hate as
being more important than
the defence of the
Constitution. From the
deepest recesses of my
memory come surging
images of courts during
South Africa’s apartheid
regime where criminals
were acquitted, and the
victims prosecuted. Retired
SC Justice Gopala Gowda
recently commented that
the draconian experience of
the infamous ADM Jabalpur
case in which anyone
considered a political threat

to authorities could be
taken into custody without
trial, during the Emergency,
iS now passé.

The four foundational
pillars of the Constitution —
secular democracy; social
justice; federalism; and
economic self-reliance —
are taking a severe beating.
Sharpening communal
polarisation and the
undermining of secularism
are accompanied by
attacks on any expression
of dissent. Draconian laws
such as the Sedition Act,
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act and the
National Security Act are
used. The stigma of social
oppression has worsened.

There is increasing
centralisation of all
authority by the central
government bypassing
elected state governments,

negating federalism. A
unitary State is required not
only to centralise authority
to facilitate the realisation
of the RSS project but also
to create a surveillance-
based “