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Autocrats from Beijing to Moscow are spreading their toxic
ideology in more parts of the globe than ever before. And
they’re much more sophisticated than you think.

The South Asian

Websites facilitate degrees.
Busted, the racketeers regroup.

Schooling Edu-cation sounds very
much like a genu-ine board
examination. In fact, its acronym
ICSE can be easily confused with
the Indian Certificate of Secondary
Education—the Class X exams held
by the Council for the Indian School
Certificate Examinations.

(Contd on page 23)
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The US is temporarily suspending
expedited processing of H-1B visas,
eliminating the option of shorter wait
times for the program that helps highly
skilled foreigners work at US
companies.

Under the current system,
companies submitting applications for

| H-1B visas for potential employees can

pay extra for expedited processing,
which is referred to as premium
processing.Premium processing costs
an additional $1,225 and ensures a
response from the US Citizenship and
Immigration Services in 15 days or the
fee is refunded. Processing of standard
H-1B applications — those that are not
premium — takes between three to six
months.

The suspension is effective April 3,

US suspends expedited
FakeOnSale | nrocessing of H-1B visas
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and could last up to six months,
according to USCIS.

The change comes as President
Donald Trump is said to be drafting a
new version of his court-halted executive
order that banned travelers from seven
Muslim-majority countries from entering
the US. (Contd on page 22)
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US: Attacker Yells Go
Back To Your Country’
Before Shooting Stkh Man

A 39-year-old Sikh man in the US
has been shot and wounded outside his
home by an unidentified person who shouted
“go back to your own country”, just days
after an Indian engineer was killed in a hate
crime shooting.The Sikh man was working
on his vehicle outside his home in Kent,
Washington, on Friday when he was
approached by a stranger, who walked up
to the driveway, the Seattle Times reported.

Kent police said an argument broke
out between the two men, with the victim
saying the suspect made statements to the
effect of “go back to your own country”. The
unidentified man then shot him in the arm.

The Sikh man, who has not been
named, described the shooter as a six-foot-
tall white man, wearing a mask covering the
lower half of his face. Kent police are looking
for the gunman. Kent Police Chief Ken
Thomas said while the Sikh man sustained
“non life-threatening injuries”, they are
“treating this as a very serious incident”.Kent
police have launched an investigation into
the case and reached out to the FBI and
other law enforcement agencies, the report
said. “We're early on in our investigation,”
Thomas said. Kent Police Commander
Jarod Kasner said the incident is getting
attention from the Sikh community and
others. (Contd on page 22)
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We've heard offakeencounters, butfake lawyers? Thereare lakhsofthem,
dupingclientsandevenjudgeswith courtcraft, black coatsand asmattering of
legalese. With degreesboughtatdubious lawcolleges, sometimesevenwithout.

Amicus Curious?

This one could be the
shortest legal thriller ever, but with
a Jeffrey Archer twist in the tale.
In early February this year, a
litigant was observing lawyer Ajit
Kar with awe as the latter argued
a brief in front of a magistrate in
Delhi's Dwarka court. It didn't
take him long to decide that, in
Kar, he had found the advocate
to replace the one representing
his cousin. Bail had been granted
to an accused in a criminal case,
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and they needed a lawyer who
could get it cancelled. Right
afterwards, he struck a deal with
Kar. The alleged scene: a glib Kar
said his speciality was criminal
cases, and he would charge Rs
1 lakh as fees—the litigant paid
up half of that as advance on the
spot, the rest was to be furnished
when the case was settled.

On February 4, when the
litigant went to court for the
hearing as scheduled, ‘lawyer’

Indo-Americans should unite in
face of hate crimes: US Sikh body

Gurinder Singh Khalsa

Washington
The US-based Sikhs Political
Action Committee (SikhsPAC)
chief has condemned the
shooting incident that resulted
in the death of an Indian
engineer in Kansas, saying
there is a need for Indo-
Americans to unite. “Our first
priority needs to be ensuring
safety and security of every
Indian and Sikh living in the
US,” Gurinder Singh Khalsa,
founder and chairman of the
SikhsPAC said.The
organisation aims to raise
awareness of Sikh culture,
identities and values, promote
diversity through interfaith
dialogue and pave the way for
the community’s involvement in
American politics. Khalsa
announced to organise the
community nationwide to work
with the states and federal
government to ensure that

Indians and people of Indian
origin no longer become victim
of hate crimes.“While the new
immigration guidelines
nominally continue the previous
administration’s emphasis on
targeting criminals, there are
significant changes... There is
a lot of uncertainty about the
rules right now,” said the
community leader from
Indiana.Khalsa also plans to
travel to Washington DC in the
next few days to meet with
members of the Congress and
the Trump administration about
clarification on the new
guidelines.“The tragic death of
Srinivas Kuchibhotla in a hate
crime in Kansas is further proof
that xenophobic rhetoric can
and does have consequences...
We all need to work together
to ensure that this type of
violence is never repeated,” he

Ajit Kar was standing ashen-
faced amongst other lawyers and
bar association members. The

d would-be prosecutor had himself

turned into an accused. Kar's
cover had just been blown: he
was a fake lawyer.

The police say Kar had had a

. good run for around seven years

and had perhaps appeared in
some 60 cases. He had first
come to the court in 2010 for a
case and realised to his dismay
that legal fees were very high. Not

. much dope exists on the back-

story, exc-ept that he had a
dispute in his own family.
Anyway, out of desperation, he
argued his own case—and
decided he had the knack for it.
Realising one could make a good
living from it, Kar would wear a
black coat and approach litigants
to entrust him with power of
attorney and charged them as
much fees as the others.

Other lawyers practising in
Dwarka were in awe of Kar. “He
could argue like a seasoned

senior advocate and knew both
the Indian Penal Code and the
Criminal Procedure Code well,”
says B.S. Jakhar, president,
Dwarka Bar Association. “During
elections, we would ask Kar for
votes and junior lawyers used to
touch his feet in reverence. Pair
chhoote thhe.”

In some cases, Jakhar
claims, Kar even filed a fake
‘vakalat-nama’'—a kind of power
of attorney through which the
litigant empowers the advocate
to represent him. The advocate
has to file the vakalatnamain the
court where he appears on behalf
of his client. After that formality
was taken care of, Jakhar says,
there was really nothing to stand
in Kar's way: his knowledge of
the law and arguing skills were
mostly decent enough for him to
pass off as a lawyer in front of a
judge.

And yet, the self-taught
always run the risk of not doing
things in a schooled way—and
can stand out. Another lawyer,

who observed irregularities in
Kar's arguments, became
curious and asked where his
chambers were. Kar’s answers
were evasive and, his
suspicions piqued, the lawyer
tipped off bar association
members. They had just
accosted Kar when the first
litigant landed at court. The
latter was persuaded to file a
complaint and Kar was handed
over to the cops. Booked for
fraud, he is now in judicial
custody. His courtroom skills
should come in handy now,
since the lawyers in Dwarka
have decided not to represent
him. But Kar could almost
count as an ama-teur
compared to some other
luminaries from his fraternity of
fakes—and it's a sizeable one,
numerous enough to make up
a whole bar association of
“Munnabhai LLBs”, as Mannan
Kumar Mishra, senior advocate
and Bar Council of India
chairman, calls them.
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Uber Acknowledges 'Greyball’ Technology Which Allowed
Drivers To Skirt Law-Enforcement Across The World

Uber has acknowledged
the use of a secret software
program to steer drivers away
from trouble, including sting
operations by local authorities
to catch law-breakers.

In the latest in a streak of

damaging news for the
ridesharing giant, Uber came
forward about its "Greyball"
software yesterday after a
New York Times report which
said the program aimed to

deceive authorities in
markets around the world.

According to an Uber
statement, the tool was used
in cities where it was not
banned from operating, and
the main intent was to protect
drivers from disruption by
competitors using the
smartphone application to
interfere instead of summon
legitimate rides.

"This program denies ride

requests to fraudulent users
who are violating our terms of
service," an Uber
spokesperson said in an email
reply to an AFP inquiry.

"Whether that's people
aiming to physically harm
drivers, competitors looking to
disrupt our operations, or
opponents who collude with
officials on secret 'stings’
meant to entrap drivers."

Uber said the program was
used in locations where drivers
feared for their safety, and
"rarely" to avoid law
enforcement.

The New York Times report,
which said Greyball was used
in several countries, cited
interviews with current and
former employees whose
names were cloaked.

The report said Greyball was
part of a part of a broader
program created to reveal
people trying to us Uber in
"violation of terms of service"

White House Staffer Quits US President
Donald Trump’s Office Over Travel Ban

WASHINGTON
Hijab-wearing Muslim ex-White
House staffer of Bangladeshi-
origin has said she quit her job
after US President Donald Trump
announced his controversial
travel ban, lasting just eight days
in the new administration.
Rumana Ahmed was hired in
2011 to work at the White House

and eventually the National
Security Council (NSC).

“My job there was to promote and
protect the best of what my
country stands for. | am a hijab-
wearing Muslim woman - | was
the only hijabi in the West Wing
- and the Obama administration
always made me feel welcome
and included,” she wrote in an
article published in The Atlantic.
Ms Ahmed said that like most of
her fellow American-Muslims,

she spent much of 2016
watching with “consternation” as
Mr  Trump “vilified our
community”.“Despite this - or
because of it - | thought | should
try to stay on the NSC staff during
the Trump Administration, in
order to give the new president
and his aides a more nuanced
view of Islam, and of America’s

Muslim citizens.“l lasted eight
days. When Trump issued a ban
on travellers from seven Muslim-
majority countries and all Syrian
refugees, | knew | could no longer
stay and work for an
administration that saw me and
people like me not as fellow
citizens, but as a threat,” she
said.Ms Ahmed said the evening
before she left her job at the
White House, she notified Mr
Trump’s senior National Security

Council (NSC) communications
adviser, Michael Anton, of her
decision.“His initial surprise,
asking whether | was leaving
government entirely,
followed by silence - almost in

caution, not asking why. | told I

him anyway,” she wrote.“l told
him I had to leave because it was
an insult walking into this
country’s most historic building
every day under an
administration that is working
against and vilifying everything |
stand for as an American and as
a Muslim,” Ms Ahmed said.
She told Mr Anton that the
administration was attacking the
basic tenets of democracy. She
said Mr Anton just looked at her
and said nothing.Ms Ahmed,
whose parents immigrated to the
US from Bangladesh in 1978,
said inspired by then president
Barack Obama, she joined the
White House in 2011, after
graduating from the George
Washington University.

“The days | spent in the Trump
White House were strange,
appalling and disturbing,” she
wrote.Ms Ahmed’s personal
account comes amid a spike in
incidents of intimidation and
assault targeting hijab-wearing
women across the US following
Mr Trump’s electoral triumph.

was -

and had the blessing of the
company's legal team.

According to the report, the
program raised ethical and
potential concerns, and had
been a closely guarded secret
in Uber's toolbox as it
expanded around the world,
clashing with regulators and
traditional taxi groups.

The "Greyball" disclosure
comes as accusations of
sexism, cut-throat
management, and a toxic
work environment have Uber
trying to pull its image out
of a skid as competition
revs in the on-demand ride

market.
Uber chief Travis
Kalanick this week

apologized, acknowledging
that "I must fundamentally
change as a leader and
grow up," after a video
showed him verbally
abusing a driver for the
service.

The

incident which

circulated on social media was
another hit for the image of the
global ridesharing giant, which
faces accusations of sexual
harassment and a lawsuit
contending it misappropriated
Google's self-driving car
technology.

In the message to
employees later, Kalanick
wrote "To say that | am
ashamed is an extreme
understatement."”

Uber is one of the largest
investor-backed start-ups with
a valuation estimated at USD
68 billion, and has operations
in dozens of countries and
hundreds of cities, even as it
battles regulators and an
established taxi industry.

Kalanick also faced
criticism for agreeing to be
part of a business advisory
panel for President Donald
Trump, but then quit the panel
amid a campaign by Trump
opponents to delete the
application.

US Powerball jackpot grows
to $403m, 10th largest ever

WASHINGTON
The jackpot in the US lottery
Powerball grew to $403 million
before the drawing on
Wednesday, making it the 10th
largest in the game’s history.
The drawing is scheduled for
10:59 p.m. ET on Wednesday
(0359 GMT on Thursday). The
winner will get annual payments
over 29 years, totaling $403
million, or $243.9 million in a
lump sum payment, before
taxes. The last time a winning
ticket in the jackpot was sold
was on Dec. 17. The odds of
winning the jackpot is 1 in
292,201,338. Powerball’s
jackpot swelled to a record $1.6
billion in January 2016, when

three winning tickets were sold
in Florida, California, and
Tennessee. The game and a
second major US lottery, Mega
Millions, have exceeded $400
million only a few other times.
Powerball tickets are sold in 44
states, as well as Washington,
D.C., Puerto Rico and the US
Virgin Islands. Players can buy
the $2 tickets with their own
numbers or have the numbers
randomly generated by a
computer. Half of Powerball
sales goes to prizes, 40 percent
to state governments for items
such as education and 10
percent to retailers who sell the
tickets and for other
administrative costs.
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President Trump's Island Mentality

Throughout history,
American presidents have
declared it their job to
protect and advance the
interests of the United
States and its citizens.
President Trump has

shoehorned that
wholesome,
uncontroversial idea into a
narrow-minded,
exclusionary governing
platform that's likely to
alienate much of the world
while hurting the very
people whose cause he
claims to uphold.

In his campaign, his
Inaugural Address and,
most recently, his speech
to Congress, Mr. Trump
has proudly embraced the
isolationist “America First”
rallying cry from the 1930s
while rejecting the
internationalism of his
predecessors. He has
disparaged NATO, an
alliance that has helped
keep the peace in Europe
for more than half a century;
cozied up to Russia and its
latter-day czar, Vladimir
Putin; disdained global
solutions to global
problems like climate
change and the surge of
refugees from Syria, Iraq
and elsewhere; and
declared his intention to
upend the international
trading system created by
the United States and its
allies. Nowhere is his
cramped vision more
evident than in his
scapegoating of
unauthorized immigrants
as criminals and his
rejection of the American
ideal of welcoming the
foreign-born.

A GO-IT-ALONE
APPROACH

Of late, Mr. Trump has
seemed to back off from
some of his views, as in his
assertion on Tuesday
evening that “we strongly

support NATO.” But it is
unclear what that will
mean in  practice,
especially since Defense
Secretary Jim Mattis
repeated Mr. Trump’s
threat to “moderate”
America’s commitments to
NATO if the allies don't
pony up more for defense.

In one breath Mr. Trump
tells Congress, “Our allies
will find that America is
once again ready to lead”;
minutes later, he says:
“My job is not to represent
the world. My job is to
represent the United States
of America.” No president
can claim to represent the
world; yet since World War
I, all have accepted, even
celebrated, America’s
unique power and ability to
lead in  promoting
democracy, peace and free
markets. The word
“democracy” did not
appear in Mr. Trump’s
speech, something that
should have been central to
this address. And he said
little about working with
allies on common
interests.

ECONOMIC
NATIONALISM

of all the
manifestations of Mr.
Trump’s nationalism, the
one most obviously
calculated to appeal to the
disaffected workers in his
political base are his
repeated claims that
China, Mexico and other
countries are stealing
American jobs and wealth,
and that the only way to
stop this is for the United
States to withdraw from bad
trade deals and impose
border taxes on imports.
His protectionist
pronouncements are, like
much of what he says,
reinforced with
inaccuracies and
exaggerations, as in his

assertion that America’'s
trade deficit ($502 billion in
2016, not $800 billion as he
said) is the reason tens of
thousands of factories
have been shut.
Demonizing imports is
just plain wrong. Phones
sold in the United States
count as imports from
China, but they are only
assembled there from
components produced all

America. And California-
based Apple pockets most
of the profit from those
sales. More than one-tenth
of the total trade deficit is
accounted for by petroleum
products, essential
commaodities. The country
also imports components
that go into products made
in the United States, like
Boeing airplanes and Ford
cars. And trade benefits
American consumers
through lower prices and
more choices.

By raising tariffs and
canceling trade
agreements, the Trump
administration will
needlessly hurt American
businesses and workers
while antagonizing friendly
countries. A far better
approach would be to insist
on stronger labor and
currency standards in trade
agreements while helping
American workers and
industry by investing in
education and

ANTI-IMMIGRATION
HYSTERIA

Mr. Trump’s instinct to
wall off the world exacts its
greatest human toll on
America’s immigrants. The
unfortunate human
consequences of Mr.
Trump’s punitive policies
tend to obscure the
economic consequences of
keeping people out and
deporting those already
here, but these effects are
real. Mr. Trump selectively
cited a 2016 National
Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine
report when he told
Congress thatimmigrants
cost taxpayers “billions of
dollars a year.” The report
actually says that over the
long run immigrants and

their descendants
contribute more in taxes
than they wuse in

government benefits. It also
finds that immigrants have
a “very small” impact on
the wages of native

“Immigration is integral to
the nation’s economic
growth.” That is because
immigrants on the whole
tend to be younger than the
native-born population, so
they are more likely to be
working and paying taxes,
and less likely to be
collecting benefits. Many
undocumented immigrants
and workers on temporary
visas pay into Social
Security and Medicare
without ever benefiting from
those programs. Skilled
foreigners in particular help
the economy and native-
born workers by starting
businesses and creating
new technologies — about
half of 87 start-ups valued
at more than $1 billion had
one or more immigrant
founders, according to a
2016 study. It would be
beyond foolish for America
to withdraw into a shell.
The country is not
diminished, but
strengthened, when it

over the world, including in

infrastructure.

workers,

and

adds, engages with the world.

Amid the ongoing commotion
triggered by arrogant and puritanical
claims about nationalism and
patriotism, the words of Gurmehar Kaur,
a Delhi University student whose online
video of May 2016 has suddenly
become aneedless controversy, come
across as profoundly wise and humane.
Ms. Kaur’'s moving and thoughtful
statement — “Pakistan did not kill my
dad, war killed him... | fight for peace
between India and Pakistan. Because
if there was no war between us, my
father would still be here” — has,
however, not gone down well with
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leaders
and certain celebrities, among others.

Kiren Rijiju, Union Minister of State
for Home, suggested that someone was
“polluting this young girl's mind”, which
was soon supported by his party
colleague and MP Pratap Simha with
an equally disgraceful tweet.
Statements by these two leaders and
their supporters have displayed an
appalling lack of nuance aboutthe larger
import and context of what Ms. Kaur
was referring to when she said that it
was war that killed her father. Such a
‘nationalist’ backlash against thoughtful
comments should make us wonder if
indeed war is profitable to some
sections of society, and hence
preferable to peace.

In a more fundamental sense, the
prevailing understating of the nation state
as “father”, “mother”, etc. has de-
historicised and reified the true nature
and context of the modern state, thereby

War, state and martyrdom

condoning the many atrocities
committed by states around the world.
There is therefore a need to ‘de-
anthropomorphise’ the nation state to
gain insights into its historically
appropriate character.

Role of violence

Modern states not only monopolise
and organise violence, but more
importantly, violence has played a
central role in their historical evolution.
War-making and the use of force are
intrinsic to the modern state, and this
deep-seated tendency of the state
should be constantly mediated by
popular resistance, reasoned
debates and peace-building, lest
those tendencies run amok. Nation
states are not sentient beings to
be revered, but entities often
controlled by powerful interest
groups, whose power and control
should be constantly checked and
interrogated. Moreover, war is not
always, as many of us believe, an
undesirable evil thrust upon us by
‘immoral’ outsiders, but often
something that our politicians and
governments create through their
actions and engage in for their own
selfish political and other interests.
As historian Charles Tilly reminds
us, “Governments themselves
commonly simulate, stimulate, or
even fabricate threats of external
war.” The argument here is not that
we should do away with states
altogether or that armed forces
should be disbanded. But rather

that the state’s so-called national
security functions cannot be allowed
to continue unquestionably, without
critical public scrutiny. Notwithstanding
Mr. Rijiju’s advice that “we should stop
this habit of raising doubt, questioning
the authorities and the police,” we must
make it a habit to question the security
claims and functions of our state: for
our own good.

States routinely use wars, or as
Ms. Kaur puts it, “state-sponsored
hatred”, for domestic political ends.
Sometimes as diversionary war
tactic — to divert our attention from
domestic turmoil such as economic
slowdown or rising unemployment
— and sometimes for political ends
like how the BJP cleverly used the
‘surgical strikes’ for electoral
purposes, while advising others not
to do so. The sharp spike in
ceasefire violations in the Jammu
sector during the Jammu and
Kashmir election in 2014 is yet
another example. As a matter of
fact, ceasefire violations, terror
attacks and military casualties
have considerably increased ever
since the BJP government has
come to power: would it not be
logical then to argue that the BJP’s
political inability to make peace in
Kashmir and negotiate the Kashmir
dispute with Pakistan has become
costly for the country? World over
today, the link between conflict and
huge costs to the economy is well
understood.




The road to China Is through Kabul

Afghanistan has again emerged as a platform providing new possibilities on the
India-China cooperation front. After the restructured ‘Strategic dialogue’ between
India and China last week, Foreign Secretary S. Jaishankar said: “On Afghanistan,
they certainly seem to suggest to us that their approach and policies are in tandem
with us, not on different page.” The strategic dialogue, which was divided into five
sub-groups of which Afghanistan was one, focussed significantly on the country.
China expressed admiration for India’s developmental work in Afghanistan amidst a
broader understanding that New Delhi and Beijing need to strengthen the government
in Kabul.

This development comes against a backdrop of the growing threat of the Islamic
State (IS) to China. The IS released a video this week of Chinese Uighur Muslims
vowing to return home and “shed blood like rivers” even as the Chinese military
displayed its military might as a show of force in Xinjiang. Arattled China is calling
for greater global cooperation against the IS, which is also a reason why China has
joined ranks with Russia in a bid to engage the Taliban in Afghanistan.

China has for years blamed exiled Uighur “separatists” for violence in Xinjiang
and has warned of the militants’ potential to link up with global jihadist groups. Itis
worried about the spillover effect of continuing instability in Afghanistan. The impact
of Afghanistan’s destabilisation will be felt not only in Kashmir but also in Xinjiang
where the East Turkistan Islamic Movement is active. Moreover, China’'s mega
investment plans in Pakistan are predicated on a measure of regional stability.

With the Donald Trump administration yet to clarify its position on Afghanistan,
and with it looking unlikely to add more American troops to the depleting reserves of
Western forces in the country, it is not surprising that China is keen to engage
India, the one country that has built a reservoir of goodwill in Afghanistan and has
demonstrated some ability to deliver concrete results on the ground.But there remain
some fundamental divergences in Sino-Indian positions on Afghanistan and broader
counterterrorism postures. Just last December, Mr. Jaishankar said that India and
China were not able to “cooperate as effectively” as they should in countering
terrorism. His statement had come in the wake of China putting on hold the inclusion
of JeM chief Masood Azhar’s name in the United Nation’s list of global terrorists.

Even after last week’s strategic dialogue, the Foreign Secretary was careful to
underline the differences. On the Taliban, for example, he suggested that “their
[China’s] characterisation was that there were elements of Taliban which are very
extreme. In their view there were also elements of Taliban that can work with
international community and Afghan government.”

For long, India sought to include Afghanistan in its discussions with China on
counterterrorism. The Sino-India counter-terrorism dialogue was initially viewed as
a promising bilateral initiative for dealing with terrorism. But nothing of consequence
emerged from these dialogues. For India, the main source of terrorism is Pakistan
where the state machinery continues to view terrorism as a legitimate tool of national
policy. For China, Pakistan is an important asset in its South Asia policy and an all-
weather friend. As a consequence, where New Delhi had, somewhat audaciously,
expected to make common cause with Beijing vis-a-vis Islamabad and Rawalpindi,
there was only disappointment at the outcome of these dialogues.

But as concerns started rising in the region about the consequences of the
withdrawal of NATO forces from Afghanistan in 2014, China reached out to India.
This too couldn’t go far as China continued to emphasise that its relationship with
Pakistan was far more important than a regional approach on terrorism with India. In
this context, New Delhi should not expect Beijing to change its Afghanistan policy
significantly to suit Indian interests. The road to stability in Kabul lies through
Rawalpindi, and China has few incentives to challenge the Pakistani security
establishment’s traditional adversarial mindset vis-a-vis India that continues to look
at Afghanistan for some chimerical ‘strategic depth’. But the fact that China is
interested in working with India on Afghanistan suggests that new possibilities on
regional cooperation are emerging, which India should not hesitate to explore. Its
success, of course, remains predicated on how committed China is in tackling
extremism as opposed to hemming in India in South Asia.
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Moscow's shadow

Less than three weeks after the resignation of Michael Flynn, U.S.
President Donald Trump’s National Security Adviser, over failure to disclose
contact with Russian officials, Attorney General Jeff Sessions is now staring
down the barrel of similar allegations, intensifying a storm that the White
House was already struggling to cope with. This week Mr. Sessions faced
three distinct, serious questions regarding his conduct in this context.
First, did he have an undisclosed meeting with the Russian Ambassador
to the U.S., Sergey Kislyak, in September? Second, if he did make such
contact with Russian officials, was there not a conflict of interest in the
Attorney General overseeing an investigation into Russia’s alleged
attempts to influence the November 8 presidential elections? Third, did
he then perjure himself during his confirmation hearing in the Senate
when he appeared to fudge a direct question about contact with Russian
officials? The first and second questions have already been answered —
investigations by the Washington Post revealed that Mr. Sessions and
two senior aides met with Mr. Kislyak in his Senate office on September 8,
about a month before the Obama administration accused the Russian
government of interfering with the U.S. election process and three months
before it ejected 35 Russians diplomats from their U.S. posts and slapped
sanctions on Moscow.

Under immense pressure from Democrats on Capitol Hill, on
Thursday Mr. Sessions recused himself from the inquiry into alleged
Russian meddling in the election. They must now wait for the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and the Department of Justice, which Mr. Sessions
heads, to get details on the nature of contact that Russian officials had
with Mr. Sessions, Mr. Flynn, and Mr. Trump’s son-in-law, White House
adviser Jared Kushner. The law enforcement machinery must then
determine whether U.S. national security was in any way compromised by
those interactions. The third question regarding whether Mr. Sessions
lied under oath to Congress about his meetings, a potential felony under
U.S. law, may make his continuance in office uncertain. The combined
weight of the conversations that he and other Trump team members had
with those officials makes Moscow’s fingerprint on American politics hard
to ignore. This saga leaves a heavy question hanging over the sovereignty
of U.S. foreign policy in the days ahead. President Trump, who’s come to
office on an “America First” battle cry, will struggle yet more to counter
the allegations of Kremlin’s hand covertly influencing policy. The
denouement matters immensely to the outcomes in Syria, the future of the
embattled European Union, and across an increasingly multipolar world.
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OPINION 6

Uber image battered by company culture skid:

SAN FRANCISCO
Accusations of sexism, cut-throat
management, and a toxic work
environment have Uber trying to pull
its image out of a skid as
competition revs in the on-demand
ride market.

“Experienced managers know how
to prevent these kinds of problems,
or make it look like there isn't a
problem at all,” analyst Rob
Enderle of Enderle Group said
while discussing Uber’s travails.“It
is showcasing a severe lack of skill
at the top.”

Uber hired former attorney general
Eric Holder to review workplace
conditions after an ex-employee
alleged sexual harassment and
sexism at the firm.Susan Fowler,
an engineer who worked at Uber
until the end of last year, said in a
blog post that her manager made
sexual advances shortly after she
joined the company.She said she
complained to upper managers and
the human resources department,
but was told that it was the man’s
“first offense” and that they wouldn’t
feel comfortable punishing a “high
performer.” Fowler told of later
meeting other women engineers at
the company who said they had
experienced similar harassment,
including inappropriate behavior
from the same manager she had
reported.Men engineers were
gifted leather jackets, while women
were left out, she noted.

US Girl Scouts mark 100

“In the background, there was a
game-of-thrones political war
raging within the ranks of upper
management in the infrastructure
engineering organization,” Fowler
said, comparing the scene to a hit
fantasy television drama in which
rival nobles viciously vie for
power.“It seemed like every
manager was fighting their peers
and attempting to undermine their
direct supervisor so that they could
have their direct supervisor's job.”A
New York Times report on Friday
depicted a  “Hobbesian
environment” at Uber in which
workers were pitted against one
another and misbehavior by top
performers was overlooked.
The story included tales of a
director shouting a homophobic
slur in a meeting; a manager
threatening to beat an
underperforming worker with a
baseball bat, and women
employees groped at a Las
Vegas retreat where cocaine was
used in bathrooms during private
parties.Uber CEO Travis
Kalanick said that Holder and
another attorney will look into
issues raised by Fowler, “as well
as diversity and inclusion at
Uber more broadly.”

Holder was former US president
Barack Obama’s attorney
general between 2009 and 2015.
The lawyers were to be aided by
journalist Arianna Huffington, who

is a member of the Uber board.
The controversy threatened to
revive a #DeleteUber campaign
triggered by Kalanick’s short-lived
plan to be part of a business
advisory group for US President
Donald Trump.

Kalanick quit the group under
pressure from a growing movement
to stop using the ride-sharing
service because of his connection
to the new administration, and by
extension an anti-immigrant
agenda.

As the campaign picked up
speed, rival Lyft's popularity
accelerated.“Now, they are facing
yet another avoidable backlash
where people are disconnecting
themselves from the (Uber)
app,” analyst Enderle said.“Lyft
is likely the biggest beneficiary,
but at the same time, Google
is coming to market with its
Waze carpool service - this is
the wrong time for Uber to have
this.”"Meanwhile, the race to
develop self-driving vehicles
took a turn on Thursday when
Google’s parent company
Alphabet filed a lawsuit against
Uber, accusing it of using stolen
technology.Alphabet contends
that a manager at its
autonomous car subsidiary
Waymo took technical data
with him when he left to launch
a competing venture that went
on to become Otto, Uber’s self-

driving vehicle unit, in a reported
$680 million deal. Waymois calling
for a trial to stop Otto and Uber
from using technology taken in a
“calculated theft.”"Waymo also
wants unspecified damages in
what it described in court
documents as “an action for trade
secret misappropriation, patent
infringement and  unfair
competition.”San Francisco-based
Uber acquired commercial
transport-focused tech startup
Otto last year as it pressed
ahead with a pursuit of self-
driving technology.“We take the
allegations made against Otto
and Uber employees seriously
and we will review this matter
carefully,” an Uber
spokeswoman said. In the eyes

Alphabet accuses Uber of stealing

of consumers, Uber’s
controversies pack together into
“a snowball of trouble rolling
down the hill getting bigger and
bigger,” said brand management
specialists Bruce Turkel.
Once people switch to a new
ride-hailing app, they are likely
to stick with it and forget about
using Uber, according to
analysts.“Uber can do all the
damage control they want, it's
not going to change who they
are at their very core,” Turkel
said.

“And, unfortunately, when you
watch Travis Kalanick when he
ison TV or whatever, he has that
frat boy kind of attitude anyway.
So, when you hear about sexual
harassment, it actually fits.”

self-driving car technology

years of their iconic cookies

CHICAGO
On a sunny Sunday afternoon,
Molly Sheridan is hard at work
in front of a Starbucks coffee
shop in Chicago.The 13-year-old
is playing her ukulele and, along
with her five-year-old sister Edie,
singing about Girl Scout cookies
- boxes of which she has
arranged for sale on a table.
“Singing with my ukulele, | think
that brings in people,” Molly
says.lIt is Girl Scout cookie
season, a uniquely American
tradition marking its 100th year.
This time of year is eagerly
anticipated by the millions of
Americans who crave the sweets
that can only be purchased a few
weeks each year, and can't be
found in stores. Some fans take
home a pile of boxes and squirrel
them away in the freezer to
enjoy all year until cookie
season rolls around again.The
cookies aren’t made by the
scouts, but rather are marketed
and sold by members of the
service organization between
January and April - the local

weather determines the timing -
to raise money for their activities.
The tradition has been
interrupted only during World
War IlI, when a shortage of
ingredients led the scouts to sell
calendars.This weekend, the
Girl Scouts will celebrate self-
proclaimed National Girl Scout
Cookie Weekend, and scouts
will be out in force selling the 12

varieties of cookies. “Most
people know their favorites,”
Molly said, proven right just

moments later by Anthony
Stratton, 27, who stopped by to
pick up several boxes.His
favorite: the Samoas - arich treat
covered with caramel and
toasted coconut.“It just has a
yearly draw to it,” Stratton said,
“Knowing that the cookies come
around once a year, it's pretty
special then.”Jean Niederman,
56, stopped by to purchase Thin

Mints, chocolate and mint
cookies that are among the
most popular.

SAN FRANCISCO

The race to develop self-driving
vehicles took a new turn on
Thursday when Google’s parent
company Alphabet filed a lawsuit
against Uber, accusing it of
stealing technology.

Alphabet contends that a
manager at its autonomous car
subsidiary Waymo took
technical data with him when he
left to launch a competing
venture that went on to become
Otto, Uber’s self-driving vehicle
unit, in a reported $680 million
deal.“Otto and Uber have taken

Waymo'’s intellectual property
so that they could avoid incurring
the risk, time and expense of
independently developing their
own technology,” Waymo said in
a San Francisco federal court
filing. Waymo is calling for a trial
to stop Otto and Uber from using
what it says is patented
technology. Waymo also wants
unspecified damages in what it
described in court documents as
“an action for trade secret
misappropriation, patent
infringement, and unfair
competition.”



