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AAC announces appointment of Suman

(Insider Bureau)-The Indo-
American Arts Council is pleased
to announce the appointment of
Suman Gollamudi to the position
of Executive Director. She most
recently served as Director of
Marketing for IAAC where she
focused on strengthening the
IAAC and NYIFF branding and
communications efforts as well
as developing relationships
within the community. In her new
role, she will focus on taking
IAAC to the next level given the
new opportunities which have
opened up for it.

Suman Gollamudi

IAAC Chairman Dr. Nirmal
Mattoo said, “Suman brings a
deep commitment to the arts and
community which will scale IAAC
in the years to come. She
emerged as the clear choice for
the Board to fill this important
role. We are embarking on the
most exciting and challenging
phase in IAAC’s growth and are
proud that a person of Suman’s
caliber will lead the
organization.”

Suman Gollamudi said, “I am
thrilled to accept the role of the
Executive Director of the Indo-
American Arts Council. | am
grateful for the trust placed in me
to safeguard this leading
supporter of Indian arts and
culture in the New York Tri-State
Area.. | am confident that despite
these very difficult times, our
team and community will come
together to provide support to our
artistic endeavors and ensure
that our programs are vibrant and
impactful. | look forward to
greeting you, our patrons and
stakeholders in person this
year.”

Rakesh Kaul Vice Chairman
added, "l have worked closely
with Suman and seen her
shoulder increased
responsibilities with a high degree
of ownership and excellence.

Ay

Gollamudi as Executive Director
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Much of the success of IAAC’s
expanded brand awareness in
2020 is because of her
contributions. The IAAC team is
fully vested in her success and
delighted that one of their own
won this coveted position.
Suman will have complete
executive responsibility for the
organization and will report
directly to the Board."

Suman brings over 15 years of
experience with for-profit and
non-profit organizations in India
and the US. She has extensive
experience in leading teams
towards successful outcomes,
and in streamlining practices in
settings as diverse as charitable
organizations, startups and
multinational technology
companies.

Suman has a B.Tech in
Mechanical Engineering and
has further specializations in
Computer Science and Digital
Marketing.

About the Indo-American Arts
Council :

The Indo-American Arts Council
is a not-for-profit arts
organization passionately
dedicated to promoting,
showcasing and building an
awareness of the arts and artists
whose heritage lies in the Indian
subcontinent in the performing
arts, visual arts, literary arts and
folk arts. IAAC supports all the
artistic disciplines in classical,
fusion, folk and innovative forms
influenced by the arts of India.
They work cooperatively with
colleagues around the United
States to broaden collective
audiences and to create a
network for shared information,
resources and funding. The
IAAC'’s focus is to help artists
and art organizations in North
America as well as to facilitate
artists from India to exhibit,
perform and produce their work
in the United States.

“Humanitarian Crisis”

- Indian Women Flag

Huge Delays In H-4 Work Permits

(Insider Bureau)-There has been
inordinate delay in issuing of H-4 work
authorisation permits to certain categories of
spouses of those possessing H-1B foreign work
visas, the most sought after among Indian IT
professionals, a group of highly talented Indian
women in the US has said.

An H-4 visa is issued by the US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) to immediate family
members (spouse and
children under 21 years
of age) of the H-1B visa
holders, most of whom
are Indian IT
professionals.

The H-1B visa is a non-
immigrant visa that
allows US companies to
employ foreign workers
in specialty occupations
that require theoretical or technical expertise. The
technology companies depend on it to hire tens
of thousands of employees each year from
countries like India and China.The H-4 visa is
normally issued to those who have already
started the process of seeking employment-
based lawful permanent resident status in the
US.A group of such Indian women over the
weekend organised a protest march in San Jose,
California on the occasion of International Women's

Day to highlight the suffering of tens of thousands
of immigrant women being forced out of their
livelihoods, organisers of the event SaveH4EAD
said.
Spouses of Indian professionals on H-1B visas,
mostly women, are the biggest beneficiary of the
Obama-era rule that gave employment
authorisation cards.
"We are here to reiterate that this is our home,
this is where we have
spent the last many
years of our lives, raised
families and contributed
Y positively to the society
and economy as skilled
legal immigrants," said
Pratima Joglekar,
California chapter lead
! volunteer and organiser of
the event.
The group has sought the Biden administration's
attention to end these arbitrary policies that are
disproportionately oppressing women of colour
and robbing them of their livelihood.
A week after his inauguration on January 20,
US President Joe Biden withdrew a Trump-
era rule rescinding work authorisation for H-
4 visa holders, who are spouses of those
possessing H-1B work visas, with majority
being highly-skilled Indian women.

COUNCIL
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| Regret Harsh Rhetoric™: Indian-American Vanita Gupta At Senate Hearing

"I regret the harsh rhetoric that I have used at times in the last several years. | can pledge to 1
you today that if [am confirmed, you won't be hearing that kind of rhetoric for me," Vanita e
Guptatold members of the Senate Judiciary Committee during her confirmation hearing.

(Insider Bureau)-Vanita
Gupta, President Joe Biden's
nominee to a senior post at the
US Justice Department, has
expressed regret for using "harsh
rhetoric" in the last several years
over social media as she faced
sharp criticism from Republicans
during her confirmation hearing,
becoming the second Indian-
American to face trouble over her
past Twitter outbursts.

Gupta, 46, was nominated to
serve as the Associate Attorney
General at the Department of
Justice.

"I regret the harsh rhetoric that |
have used at times in the last
several years. | can pledge to you
today that if | am confirmed, you
won't be hearing that kind of
rhetoric for me," Gupta told
members of the Senate Judiciary
Committee during her
confirmation hearing on Tuesday.
Gupta was responding to sharp
criticism from Republican
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\ protect other people in your home and community.
Stay home except to get medical care
« Stay home: People who are mildly ill with
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Show Host (Prime Time News)

members of the Senate Judiciary
Committee.

Senate Judiciary Committee
ranking member Senator Chuck
Grassley, the panel's top
Republican, said that while Gupta,
has performed "admirable" work
in the past, her past comments
about Republicans gave him
concerns over whether she could
fill a critical Justice Department
position, Fox News reported.
Top Republican Senator Ted Cruz
also accused her of being an
extreme partisan advocate.

If confirmed, she would be the first
woman of colour to be the
associate attorney general.
Gupta told lawmakers that it will
be the honour of her lifetime to
assume the Associate Attorney
General's responsibility to oversee
the enforcement of laws to protect
the health, safety, and economic
security of all Americans.

That includes ensuring fair
competition and preventing abuse

joshindiatv@gmail.com

of market power that harms
consumers; combating
environmental degradation and
promoting environmental justice;
enforcing nation's civil rights laws
and prosecuting hate crimes and
human trafficking; supporting
crime victims, and survivors of
domestic abuse and sexual
violence.

"My parents are proud
immigrants from India, and they
believe more than anything in the
promise of America. Growing up,
they taught me that loving this
country brings with it the
obligation to do the necessary
work to perfect our union. That
belief is shared by my husband,
whose family fled violence and
war in Vietnam and sought refuge
on these great shores," Gupta
said.

Her parents Rajiv and Kamla
Gupta, she said, were watching
the hearing. "It is because of this
nation's welcome and my parent's

sacrifice that | sit before this
Committee today. Only one
agency in our federal government
bears the name of a value. By
virtue of that name - that value of
justice - we know the Department
carries a unique charge and North
Star," she said.

Responding to a question, she
said the health and safety of
children has been something that
she has long been concerned
with throughout her career and in
this particular facility the
conditions were quite horrific.
"And it was important that |
was able, with other lawyers
and advocates, to step in to
protect the health and
wellbeing of these children's

while complying with our
nation's immigration laws...,"
she said.

"If  am confirmed as associate
attorney general, | will be
motivated to enforce our
federal laws to protect and
enforce our immigration laws.
| believe that we can have
border security and safety for
all of our communities...,"
Gupta said.

"And that is a dual role and
responsibility that | would look
forward to working, of course,
with the deputy attorney
general and the attorney
general who have even greater
authority over immigration than
| would," she said.

Steps to help prevent the spread

of COVID-19 if you are sick

FOLLOW THE STEPS BELOW: If you are sick with COVID-19 or think you might have it, follow the steps below to help

COVID-19 are able to recover at home. Do
not leave, except to get medical care. Do
not visit public areas.

« Stay in touch with your doctor. Call before you get medical care.
Be sure to get care if you feel worse or you think it is an
emergency.

« Avoid public transportation: Avoid using public transportation,

ride-sharing, or taxis.

home, this is known as home isolation

+ Stay away from others: As much as possible,
you should stay in a specific “sick room”
and away from other people in your home.
Use a separate bathroom, if available.

Separate yourself from other people in your ﬁ

« Limit contact with pets & animals: You should restrict contact
with pets and other animals, just like you would around
other people.

- Although there have not been reports of pets or other
animals becoming sick with COVID-19, it is still
recommended that people with the virus limit contact
with animals until more information is known.

= When possible, have another member of your
household care for your animals while you are sick with
COVID-18. If you must care for your pet or be around
animals while you are sick, wash your hands before
and after you interact with them. See COVID-19 and
Animals for more information.

Call ahead before visiting your doctor ,

« (all ahead: If you have a medical
appointment, call your doctor’s office or
emergency department, and tell them you
have or may have COVID-19. This will help
the office protect themselves and other patients.

CEIMIGA QMO0

Wear a facemask if you are sick

« Ifyouaresidc: You should wear a facemask
when you are around other people and
before you enter a healthcare provider’s office.

« Ifyou are caring for others: If the person who is sick is not able
to wear a facemask (for example, because it causes trouble
breathing), then people who live in the home should stay in
adifferent room. When caregivers enter the room of the sick
person, they should wear a facemask. Visitors, other than
caregivers, are not recommended.

Cover your coughs and sneezes

« Cover: Cover your mouth and nose witha
tissue when you cough or sneeze.

+ Dispose: Throw used tissues in a lined trash can.

+ Wash hands: Immediately wash your hands with soap and
water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not
available, clean your hands with an alcohol-based hand
sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.

Clean your hands often

« Wash hands: Wash your hands often with
soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
This is especially important after blowing
your nose, coughing, or sneezing; going to
the bathroom; and before eating or preparing food.

« Hand sanitizer: If soap and water are not available, use an
alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol,
covering all surfaces of your hands and rubbing them
together until they feel dry.

+ Soap and water: Soap and water are the best option,
especially if hands are visibly dirty.

» Avoid touching: Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth
with unwashed hands,

Avoid sharing personal household items

« Donotshare: Do not share dishes, drinking
glasses, cups, eating utensils, towels, or
bedding with other people in your home.

cdc.gov/COVID19
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(Insider Bureau)- Led by
Indian American Congressman
Ami Bera, a bipartisan group of
influential lawmakers on Monday
expressed concern over changes
sought to be imposed by Beijing
on Hong Kong's electoral sys-
tem.
"We are deeply concerned about
the changes Beijing announced

Undocumented Indian Immigrants In US Ho

in Hong Kong's electoral system.
These revisions will only continue
to advance Beijing's ever-tighten-
ing grip on Hong Kongers' au-
tonomy, basic freedoms and fun-
damental human rights," said a
group of lawmakers from both the
House of Representatives and the
Senate.The effort was led by In-
dian American Congressman Ami

The effort was led by Indian American Congressman Ami
Bera who is the chairman of the Asia Sub-Committee of For-
eign Affairs Committee of the House.

Bera who is the chairman of the
Asia Sub-Committee of Foreign
Affairs Committee of the House.
He was joined by Ed Markey, the
chairman of the East Asia Sub-
Committee of the Senate's For-
eigh Relations Committee,
Senator Mitt Romney, Ranking
Member of the East Asia Sub-
Committee of the Senate's For-
eign Relations Committee and
Congressman Steve Chabot,
Ranking Member of the Asia
Sub-Committee on the House
Foreign Affairs Committee.

Other lawmakers who joined
Bera are Senator Jeff Merkley

d $155

Using the latest available American Community Survey datafrom 2019in its latest research,
the new American Economy think-tank said undocumented Indian immigrants are the top

third contributor to the US economy among other undocumented immigrants.

(Insider Bureau)-Undocumented
Indian immigrants to the US,
numbering over half a million,
hold a collective spending power
of $15.5 billion and contribute
$2.8 billion to the federal, state
and local tax revenue, says an
American think-tank report.

Using the latest available Ameri-
can Community Survey data from
2019 in its latest research, the
new American Economy think-
tank said undocumented Indian
immigrants are the top third con-
tributor to the US economy

among other undocumented im-
migrants.

There are 4.2 million immigrants
from Mexico who lack documen-
tation.

Together, they make up more
than 40.8 percent of the 10.3
million undocumented immi-
grants in the United States.

In 2019 alone, they earned al-
most $92 billion in household in-
come and contributed almost
$9.8 billion in federal, state and
local taxes.

Mexican undocumented immi-

grants held more than USD82.2
billion in spending power, money  ;

that often goes back into local
economies as they spend on
housing, consumer goods and
services, the report said.

In terms of the number of un- §

documented immigrants,
Mexico is followed by El Salva-
dor (621,000, or 6.0 percent of
all undocumented immigrants),
India (5,87,000, or 5.7 percent),
Guatemala (5.4 percent, or 5.4
percent), and Honduras
(416,000, or 4.0 percent).

and Congressman James
McGovern, co-chairs of the Con-
gressional-Executive Commis-
sion on China, and Senator
Marco Rubio and Congressman
Chris Smith, co-Ranking Mem-
bers of the Congressional-Ex-
ecutive Commission on China.

The joint statement was issued
in response to the Chinese
government's decision to sched-
ule a March 11 vote in the Na-
tional People's Congress that
would impose new restrictions
on Hong Kong's electoral
system."With these planned ac-
tions, the Chinese Communist

Bl

With its $15.5 billion of spend-
ing power, India, however, holds
the second position, followed by
El Salvador ($11.5 billion), Gua-
temala ($9.1 billion) and Hondu-
ras ($6.4 billion).They also make

Party is doubling its attempts to
impose an authoritarian system
on Hong Kong," the statement
said."Beijing is once again vio-
lating its binding international
commitments under the 1984
Sino-British Joint Declaration and
its obligations under Hong Kong's
Basic Law," it added.

"Contrary to recent Chinese gov-
ernment statements, true patri-
ots are not 'yes-men and -
women'," the statement said,
adding "Beijing's efforts to stamp
out democratic opposition in
Hong Kong only underscores its
own insecurities".

lion In Spending Power: Report

significant contributions to the
federal, state and local tax rev-
enue: India ($2.8 billion), El Sal-
vador ($1.4 billion), Guatemala
($1.1 billion) and Honduras ($778
million), the report said.

"Rowdy" Indian Passenger Forces Paris-New Delhi Flight To Make Emergency Landmg

The Indian national has been provided with a court-appointed
defence lawyer and an interpreter, the report said, adding that
the Embassy of Indiain Bulgaria has been informed.

(Insider Bureau)- A
"rowdy" Indian passenger on
board an Air France flight from
Ghana via Paris to New Delhi
forced the plane to make an
emergency landing at Bulgaria's
capital, according to a media
report.

The Indian national, whose iden-
tity was not made public, has
been detained for 72 hours, Bul-
garian News Agency BTA quoted
Sofia City Prosecutor lliana
Kirilova as saying on Saturday.
"After the troublemaker's deten-

tion, the flight proceeded to its
destination," he said.

The Indian has been charged
with endangering the safety of an
aircraft while airborne, said Ivailo
Angelov of the National Investi-
gation Service.

If convicted, he faces from 5 to
10 years' imprisonment, the re-
port said.

The Indian national has been pro-
vided with a court-appointed de-
fence lawyer and an interpreter,
the report said, adding that the
Embassy of India in Bulgaria has

been informed.

The Indian, whose motives are
being clarified, rampaged right
from the beginning of the flight
but did not resist arrest at Sofia
Airport, the report said.

"He realises what he has done
but does not behave quite ad-
equately," Angelov said.

The report said that the "Air
France flight overflying Bulgaria

P

en route from Ghana via Paris Friday because of a rowdy pas- der Police Department at Sofia

to New Delhi had to make an
emergency landing at Sofia Air-

senger on board".

Commissioner Teodor

Airport, said that the request for
the emergency landing was re-

port around 5 PM (local time) on  Cheshmedjiev, Chief of the Bor- ceived at 4:10 PM on Friday.
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Biden To Indlan -American At NASA Meet

US President Joe Biden congratulated the NASA team responsible
for the successful landing of the six-wheeled rover on Mars and for
giving the country a "dose of confidence".

(Insider Bureau)-Indian-American
aerospace engineer Dr Swati
Mohan, who played a pivotal role
in the successful landing of
NASA's Perseverance rover on
Mars, has told US President Joe
Biden that her path to the pre-
mier US space agency began
when she watched the first epi-
sode of Star Trek as a child.Dr
Mohan is the guidance and con-
trols operations lead for the Per-
severance rover mission, acting
as the "eyes and ears" for
NASA's most sophisticated
spacecraft to date.

She played a key role in landing
the US space agency's historic
Perseverance rover on the Mar-
tian surface on February 18. Dr
Mohan was also the first to con-
firm that the rover had success-
fully touched down on the Mar-
tian surface after surviving a par-
ticularly tricky plunge through the
atmosphere of the Red Planet.
Dr Mohan, who emigrated from

s

India to the US when she was
only a year old, told Biden that
her path actually started way
back when she was a child,
watching the first episode of Star
Trek, the popular TV show.

"In addition to those fantastical
scenes of space, what really
captured my attention was this
really close-knit team which
was working together, manipu-
lating this technological marvel
with the sole purpose of explor-
ing space and understanding
new things and seeking new
life," Swati Mohan told Joe
Biden during a virtual interaction
on Thursday.

US President Biden congratu-
lated the NASA team respon-
sible for the successful landing
of the six-wheeled rover on Mars
and for giving the country a
"dose of confidence" at a mo-
ment when the nation's reputa-
tion as a scientific leader has
been tattered by the coronavirus

pandemic.

Joe Biden, speaking during a
video conference call with the
leadership of NASA's Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory (JPL) team led
by Dr Michael Watkins, ex-
pressed awe over the landing of
the Perseverance.

Interacting with Joe Biden, Dr
Mohan said: "You know, Perse-
verance is my first mission at
JPL, where | have gotten to work
from the very beginning of formu-
lation, all the way through opera-
tions, and it made me feel like |
was part of that crew. Being able
to work with this incredibly di-
verse, talented team that has
become like a family, spending
years creating our own techno-
logical marvel has been a
privilege.""Those last days and
weeks leading up to landing day,
it was pretty smooth, but we
were all still really nervous and,
frankly, terrified until we got
through those final seven min-
utes."

Dr Mohan helmed the mission's
attitude control system, which
helps make sure the spacecraft
is heading in the direction it
needs to be.

"To be able to call touchdown
safely, to see those firstimages
come back from Mars, to see the
place where we have never been

Biden Appoints 2 More Indian-Americans To

Chiraag Bains has been appointed as Special Assistant to the

President for Criminal Justice and Pronita Gupta has been named
Special Assistant to the President for Labour and Workers.

(Insider Bureau)- US
President Joe Biden has
appointed two more Indian-
Americans in key administrative
positions, according to the latest
list announced by the White
House on Friday.

Chiraag Bains has been
appointed as Special Assistant to
the President for Criminal Justice
and Pronita Gupta has been
named Special Assistant to the
President for Labour and
Workers.

The announcement for appointing
Mr Bains and Ms Gupta was part
of more than 20 appointments of

additional policy staff who will
serve with the White House
Covid Response Team,
Domestic Climate Policy Office,
Domestic Policy Council and
National Economic Council.
"These qualified, impressive,
and dedicated individuals reflect
the diversity and strength of
America and will play critical
roles advancing the Biden-Harris
administration's commitment to
tackling the crises we face and
building back our country better,"
the White House said.

The Biden administration has so
far appointed more than 55

Indian-Americans
administrative position.
Born in Ottawa to Indian parents,
Mr Bains was the Director of
Legal Strategies at Demos, a
national public policy
organisation where he led voting
rights litigation and advocacy
across the country. Before that,
he was a senior fellow at Harvard
Law School and at the Open
Society Foundations.

He became a naturalised citizen
in 2000. His mother currently
resides in Massachusetts.
From 2010 to 2017, Mr Bains
served in the Justice

to key

able to go to on Mars before and
go there -- reach there for the
express purpose of seeking out
new life just made it feel like |
was living in a dream," said the
Indian-American engineer.
"Now that tremendous relief has
passed for the team of being able
to be there safely, all that's left
is the excitement and the thrill
of all the scientific discoveries
that are yet to come and what
Perseverance can actually find
-- and hopefully find those signs
of past life on Mars," Dr Mohan
said.

She thanked the US President
for speaking to the NASA team.
"Thank you for taking the time
to speak with us," she said.
Joe Biden said: "Are you kidding
me? What an honour this is. This
is an incredible honour. And it's
amazing. Indian - of descent -
Americans are taking over the
country: you (Swati Mohan), my
Vice President (Kamala Harris),
my speech writer Vinay
(Reddy). | tell you what. But
thank you. You guys are incred-
ible."

"l tell you what, you said you
feel like you're 'living a dream'
-- you've created a dream for
millions and millions of young
kids, young Americans. You
talk about STEM. You -- it was

-- look, the thing that | found
so exhilarating about this: You
all did this -- the whole team --
the team | can see now and the
entire team at JPL -- what you
did: You restored a dose of con-
fidence in the American
people,” Joe Biden said.

Dr Mohan went on to study me-
chanical and aerospace engi-
neering at Cornell University,
followed by a masters degree
and doctorate in aeronautics
and astronautics at the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy. Eventually, she landed at
NASA.

"They were beginning to won-
der about us. They were begin-
ning to wonder: Are we still the
country we always believed we
were? You guys did it. You
guys gave a sense of 'America
is back.' It's astounding what
you did. You should not under-
estimate it. You should not un-
derestimate it," the US Presi-
dent said."You did it the most
American way: You believed in
science, you believed in hard
work, and you believed there
wasn't a darn thing you couldn't
do if you put your minds to-
gether," he said.One of the rea-
sons why America is "such an
incredible country is we're such
a diverse country.

Key Administration Positions
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Department's Civil Rights
Division, first as a prosecutor of
civil rights crimes and then as
senior counsel to the Assistant
Attorney General.

He was a member of the team
that investigated and sued

Ferguson, Missouri, for
constitutional violations. Mr
Bains clerked for the Karen
Nelson Moore on the Sixth
Circuit Court of Appeals and
Judge Nancy Gertner in the
District of Massachusetts.



Friday 13 March to 20 March 2021

S i ———

INDIA -CURRENT AFFAIRS "N

Doctor's widow clenied Rs 501akh insurance cover; HC says private docs on Covid duty covered by govt insurance

(News Agencies)-The
Bombay High Court on Tuesday
refused relief to the widow of a
private doctor who died of
coronavirus, saying that the Rs
50 lakh insurance cover under a
government scheme included
only those who were drafted for
Covid-19 duties.

The woman's husband had died
after contracting Covid-19 from a
patient at his private clinic in Navi
Mumbai.

The HC said on Tuesday that the
Rs 50 lakh insurance cover under
the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Yojana Scheme included only
those private doctors whose
services were requisitioned for
Covid-19 duties.

(News Agencies)-An In-
dian-origin pharmacist in Britain
has been sentenced to 12

Dismissing the plea, the division
bench of Justice S J Kathawalla
and Justice R | Chagla said, "The
petitioner would be necessarily
required to prove that Dr Surgade's
services were in fact requisitioned/
drafted in relation to Covid-19
duties by the State/Centre to seek
application of the scheme."The
Plea According to the plea, the
petitioner's husband Bhaskar
Surgade, an Ayurveda doctor, got
a notice from the commissioner
of the Navi Mumbai Municipal
Corporation (NMMC), asking him
to keep his dispensary open and
warned action if he fails to comply
with the notice.The petitioner
claimed that her husband opened
the clinic and started treating

of addictive prescription drugs in
the black market.
Balkeet Singh Khaira, who

patients, including those infected
by coronavirus and he too
contracted the disease and died
of iton June 10, 2020.

The petitioner applied for the Rs
50 lakh compensation under the

PMGKY insurance package but W

the request was turned down on
the ground that her husband was

not serving in any hospital or ¢,
government healthcare centre

and hence was not eligible.

What did govt tell HC? Advocate
Kavita Solunke, appearing for the
Maharashtra government, argued
that the petitioner's services were
not requisitioned and hence he
would not be eligible for the
insurance cover. The court said
the NMMC notice only asked the

petitioner's husband to keep his

clinic open and the same cannot
be construed as a notice
requisitioning his services for the
specific purpose of treating Covid-
19 patients and/or working in a
Covid-19 hospital."There is a
difference between specifically

requisitioning/drafting services
and directing private practitioners
to not keep their clinic closed.
The intent and object of the
NMMC notice was to encourage
medical practitioners to keep
their dispensaries open," the
court said.

The sentence this week came after Balkeet Singh Khaira had pleaded
guilty to five counts of supplying controlled Class C drugs at
Birmingham Crown Court last month.

West Bromwich, was sentenced
at Birmingham Crown Court on
Tuesday. The court was informed
that the 36-year-old sold the re-
stricted medicines to be sold
only with prescriptions at huge
profit during 2016 and 2017, with
the value of the pills on the black
market estimated at over 1 mil-
lion pounds.

"It is a serious criminal offence
to sell controlled, unlicensed or

months imprisonment for selling worked at his mother's Khaira prescription-only medicines in

hundreds of thousands of doses

Pharmacy on the high street in

this way," said Grant Powell, En-

forcement Officer with the UK's
Medicines and Healthcare prod-
ucts Regulatory Authority (MHRA)
who led the case.

"Anyone who sells medicines il-
legally could be exploiting vulner-
able people and clearly has no
regard for their health or welfare.
Prescription-only medicines are
potent and should only be taken
under medical supervision. We
work closely with regulatory and
law enforcement partners to iden-
tify and prosecute those involved,"

he said.

The sentence this week came
after Khaira had pleaded guilty
to five counts of supplying con-
trolled Class C drugs at Bir-
mingham Crown Court last
month.The court heard that he
had qualified as a pharmacist
in 2008 and was working in the
family business, Khaira Care
Limited. His mother, whose
pharmacy he worked at, was
found not to be involved in any
of the criminal activity.

LAC activities opened India's eyes to what cooperative effort
might mean for own defensive needs: Pentagon commander

(News Agencies)-
Recent activities along the Line
of Actual Control with China have
opened India's eyes to what
cooperative effort with others
might mean for their own
defensive needs, a top Pentagon
commander told lawmakers on
Tuesday observing that New
Delhi, in the very near term, will
deepen its engagement with the
Quad."India has long had an
approach called strategic
autonomy, you Kknow, a
nonaligned approach with others,
but I think certainly the activities
along the Line of Actual Control
with China has opened their eyes
to what cooperative effort with

others might mean for their own
defensive needs," Admiral Phil
Davidson, Commander of US
Indo-Pacific Command told
members of the powerful Senate
Foreign Relations Committee
during a Congressional hearing.
"We have provided some
information to India in that crisis,
cold-weather closing, clothing,
some other equipment, some
things like that, and over the last
several years, we have been
deepening our maritime
cooperation," he said.

"l think you will see India in the
very near term, you know, remain
committed to their nonaligned
approach, but | think they will

deepen their engagement with
the Quad, and | think that's a key
strategic opportunity for us,
Australia, and Japan," Davidson
said.The admiral was responding
to a question from Senator
Angus King."That would be a
geopolitical major development
if India more closely aligned with
those other countries," King said

responding to the answer from

the admiral. "India has always
been a neutral country, if you will.
Are we developing a stronger
alliance with them? You
mentioned them as part of the
Quad. Do they consider
themselves a member of
something of that nature," King

asked. Responding to questions,
Davidson said that China has a
vast disinformation machine.
"They use both regular media and
social media and have nearly 1
million people in their propaganda
machine to undermine US
interests, to capture the narrative

to their own benefit, and to, as |
mentioned in my opening
remarks, you know, corrupt the
environment in a way that
creates doubt amongst our
allies and partners in the
reliability of the United States,"
he said.
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The Union home ministry has provided Y-plus
security cover to veteran actor Mithun
Chakraborty who joined the BJP recently.

(News Agencies)-Days
after he joined the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) ahead of the
West Bengal Assembly election,
the Union home ministry on
Wednesday provided Y-plus
security cover to veteran actor
Mithun Chakraborty.

Sources say, the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) will provide
security cover to Mithun
Chakraborty.

Usually, in a Y-plus security, the
protectee gets an elaborate
security cover comprising 11
commandos while a team of more
than 55 security personnel is

deployed at and around the
residence of the VIP.Mithun
Chakraborty joined the party on
March 7. He was introduced to
the voters of West Bengal as
"Bangalar Chhele" by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at his
Brigade Parade Ground rally
earlier this week.

The actor-politician is not the first
VIP to have been given some
kind of security cover in Bengal
ahead of the assembly election.
The Union home ministry has
accorded X and Y category
security cover to around 60
leaders in Bengal in the past one

month.Bengal has seen violence
during election campaign and
polling in the past. The Election
Commisison while announcing
the poll schedule for five assembly
polls declared that while Tamil
Nadu would vote in a single-phase
polling on April 6, West Bengal
would go to the polls for its 294
seats in eight phases between
March 27 and April 29.

Mithun Chakraborty has had a
long political association, having
been close to the CPI-M when it
was in power in West Bengal. He
later joined the Trinamool
Congress of West Bengal Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee, who

sent him to the Rajya Sabha.

After joining the BJP in Kolkata,
Mithun Chakraborty said, "lam a
cobra, one bite is enough",
sending the massive crowd into
raptures.He was welcomed into
the BJP by BJP national general
secretary Kailash Vijayvargiya
and Bengal BJP chief Dilip

NS A o
Ghosh. Speculation about his
joining the BJP set off after he
hosted RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat in Mumbai last month.
The BJP hopes to generate
positive waves for the party in
Bengal with the induction of
Mithun Chakraborty, who has
been named a star campaigner for
the party in assembly polls.

Indiamust prepare for borderless war, says Rahul Gandhi

(News Agencies)-India
must prepare for a borderless war Congress leader Rahul Gandhi act as a nation,” Rahul Gandhi

as the past practice of a 2.5-front

4 legacy systems.

war has become obsolete,

said on Tuesday.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi said in a tweet on Tuesday
that India must prepare for a borderless war as the past
practice of a 2.5-front war has become obsolete.

In a tweet Tuesday morning,
Rahul Gandhi said, "Indian forces

~ are designed to fight a 2.5 front
. war. This is now obsolete. We

must prepare for a borderless

| war."

"It's not about past practices and
It's about
transforming the way we think and

further said.

Delhi Riots: Police arrested 1,829 persons,
filed 755 FIRs, govt tells Parliament

(News Agencies)- Deli Poice arrested 1,829
people and filed 755 FIRs in connection with the
northeast Delhi riots last year, Minister of State for
Home G Kishan Reddy told Rajya Sabha on

Wednesday.The MoS Home said that the police
investigated all the cases based on facts and
evidence, using the latest scientific techniques, and
without any regard to the affiliation or identity of the

accused.The minister said that out of the 755 FIRs
filed, 62 were linked to heinous crimes and were
investigated by the special investigation teams in
the crime branch.One case, linked to the criminal

conspiracy behind the violence,
was being investigated by the
special cell and the remaining

district police, the minister said
in awritten reply to a question.A
total of 1,829 people have been
arrested and chargesheets in
353 cases have been submitted
in the court for trial, he
added.The riots had erupted in
northeast Delhi on February 24
last year after clashes between

citizenship law supporters and protesters spiralled,
leaving at least 53 people dead and also led to
extensive destruction of property, including schools
as well as religious places

692 cases were being |
investigated by the North East |

Rahul Gandhi has been accusing
the Centre of ceding territory to
China even when Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh has
clarified in Parliament that not an
inch of Indian territory has been
lost.On February 11, Rajnath
Singh had announced in
Parliament that India and China
reached an agreement on
disengagement in the North and

South banks of Pangong lake that
mandates both sides to "cease"
forward deployment of troops in a
"phased, coordinated and
verifiable" manner.The border row
between India and China
erupted in May last year and
the stand-off escalated on June
15, when troops from the two
sides clashed in Galwan Valley
near Patrol Point 14.

Bus falls into gorge in Himachal's
Chamba, six dead, 13 injured

(News Agencies)- Six
people died and 13 others were
injured when a bus fell into a gorge
in Chamba in Himachal Pradesh
on Wednesday. The bus was
coming to Chamba from Mangli
in Teesa, a remote area of
Chamba district, which is prone
to accidents.

Last year, in November, three
people were killed after a car they
were travelling in skidded off the

road and plunged into a gorge in
Chamba district. The accident
took place on Chamba-Khajjiar
road, with police saying that the
driver lost control while negotiating
acurve.Iln March too, a Himachal
Road Transport Corporation bus
met the same fate, killing five
people and injuring 35 others. The
accident took place near Chehli
village, around 20 km from
Chamba district headquarters.
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Farm unions call for Bharat bandh on - Mamata Banerjee hospitalised after getting
injured in Nandigram, BJP calls it ‘drama

March 26 to mark 4
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(News Agencies)-
Farmers' unions protesting
against the central government's
three new farm laws have called
for a nationwide strike (Bharat
bandh) on March 26. The day
coincides with the completion of
four months of farmers' protest
at Delhi borders against the
central government.
The Samyukta Kisan Morcha,
the umbrella body of agitating
farm unions, has also announced
that farmer bodies and trade
unions will protest privatisation
and fuel price hike on March 15.
Thousands of farmers, mostly
from Punjab, Haryana and
western Uttar Pradesh, have
been camping at the Delhi border
points --- Singhu, Tikri and
Ghazipur --- for over three
months, demanding the repeal of
farm laws and a legal guarantee
on the minimum support
price(MSP) for their crops.

months of agitation
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The protesting farmers have
expressed apprehension that
these laws would pave the way
for the dismantling of the MSP
system, leaving them at the
"mercy" of big corporations.
However, the government has
maintained that the new laws will
bring better opportunities to
farmers and introduce new
technologies in agriculture.
Earlier on March 6, the farmers
had blocked the six-lane
KundliManesarPalwal (KMP)
Expressway in Haryana to mark
the completion of 100 days of
their agitation.

The road blockade in Haryana
began at 11 am and continued
till 4 pm. Farmers holding black
flags and wearing black
armbands and some women
protesters with black 'dupattas'’
shouted slogans against the
Central government for not
acceding to their demands.

Delhi HC allows Mehbooba Mufti to

(News Agencies)-In an
interim relief to PDP chief
Mehbooba Mufti, the Delhi High
Court on Wednesday told the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) not
to insist on her presence on
March 15.0n March 5, the ED
had issued summons Mehbooba
Mufti to appear before it on March
15 in connection with a money
laundering case. The probe
agency, however, did not mention
the case or charges for which she
was being summoned."It is an
interim relief to my client. The

skip March 15 summon sent by ED

hearing for the court case has
now been scheduled on March
19," Mufti's counsel said.The
HC order came after the PDP
chief approached the court
seeking quashing of ED
summons to her.In the petition,
she has also challenged the
constitutional validity of Section
50 and any incidental provisions
of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA)
that allow the probe agency to
summon a person without
disclosing the case details.

(News Agencies)-West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee got injured during her campaign
trail in Nandigram today. She is being taken to
Kolkata for treatment.

Sources say Mamata Banerjee has injured her
foot and even received bruises on her face.
Speaking to reporters, Mamata Banerjee alleged
she was "pushed" by
someone and has
claimed that there
was a "conspiracy"
against her.

She added that her
foot was swollen and
that she wants to go
back home to see
her doctor.
Mamata Banerjee
also said she will
complain about the incident to the Election
Commission of India. The Election Commission,
meanwhile, has sought an immediate report from
the West Bengal chief election officer into the
incident.

The BJP and Congress, meanwhile, have called
the incident a "drama" to gain sympathy.
MAMATA BANERJEE NARRATES ORDEAL,
CLAIMS SHE WAS PUSHED - The incident

happened around 6.15 pm when Banerjee was
about to leave the Birulia area near Reyapara
after praying at a local temple.

"I was standing outside my car with the door
open. | was going to a temple there to offer my
prayers. Few people came around my car and
pushed the door. The door hit my leg," she said.
The 66-year-old chief
minister claimed
that her leg got
swollen because of
the injury and she
was feeling feverish,
besides having
chest pain.
Pointing to her leg,
she told reporters,
"See how it has
swollen."
Speaking to reporters, she said that no
local police personnel was present at the
spot when the incident happened.

The nature of her injury seemed serious as
she was seen being carried by her security
personnel to the backseat of her SUV from
the front seat, which she usually occupies
during travel, as she was in pain. A white cloth
was also wrapped around her injured leg.
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One Way Trump May Have
Changed Immigration Forever

Last month, Stephen Miller - the
senior Donald Trump advisor and architect
of the former president's immigration
regime - took to Fox News to give a fervid
rant on President Joe Biden's immigration
policy. "This is madness!" Miller shouted
at one point, referencing a proposal to
make available citizenship applications to
people the previous administration
deported. Since taking office, Biden has
rolled back one after another of Trump and
Miller's initiatives. On Day 1, he ended the
travel ban from 13 majority-Muslim
countries; paused construction of the wall
along the Mexican border; and introduced
a new bill that would give undocumented
immigrants a path to citizenship. Biden
also made clear he intends to rein in
Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
But despite Miller's alarm at all his work
being undone, there's still one way that
his and Trump's immigration regime
remains largely in force - and will likely
continue to for some time: Since March
2020, America has been cut off almost
entirely to asylum seekers and refugees.
Last year, citing the pandemic, the White
House strong-armed the Centers for
Disease Control to invoke Title 42, an order
that closes the border in times of
emergency. Though for many classes of
people the border has remained totally
porous -businesspeople, vacationers and
even many immigrants have crossed it
freely for most of the pandemic - asylum
seekers and refugees have been blocked.
In the months since, a record-low number
of refugees have been resettled, and just
about every asylum seeker arriving on the
southern border, except for some
unaccompanied children, has been turned
away or summarily deported.

While Biden has started to reopen those
processes - people in refugee camps in
Mexico as part of Trump's "Remain in
Mexico" plan have begun to enter the U.S.
to make their cases for asylum - there are
reasons to believe that on this front,
Trump's presidency will have a much
longer-lasting effect. While Trump and
Miller attacked immigration in all its forms,
no would-be immigrants received more
attention or provoked more action than
refugees. And in turning asylum seekers
into political ammunition in the American
fight over immigration - conflating them with
illegal border-crossers - Trump broke a
fragile but powerful consensus that had
lasted through Republican and Democratic
presidents and had kept America open as
a nation of refuge for more than a
generation.Biden may yet repeal Title 42,
the order closing the door to refugees and
asylum seekers, though the White House
has said it will remain in place while it
figures out how to implement an improved
processing system. But that order was not

the only way Trump damaged the system.
He was the first major party candidate to
run on an explicitly anti-refugee platform.
And he continued to wage a campaign
unapologetically against asylum seekers
after taking office, putting through a barrage
of rule changes, regulations and legal
decisions that hobbled the system before
he shut it down altogether in the pandemic.
"Even if people would say these things
behind closed doors, it was never
articulated in public fashion the way that
Trump did," says Ruth Wasem, a professor
of public policy practice at the University
of Texas who specializes in asylum. "Now,
that vitriol towards refugees - once that
taboo is crossed, it's hard to put the genie
back in the bottle.” Since World War I,
presidents of both parties have accepted
millions of asylum seekers, honoring the
treaties and statutes that the U.S. agreed
to over the decades after the Holocaust
affirming a right to refuge for people fleeing
persecution. Taking in refugees has never
been particularly popular in American
public opinion, leaving the system
vulnerable to a populist political attack, but
governmental leaders had been able to
invoke notions of America's standing in the
world to depoliticize asylum policy and
keep commitments relatively steady. No
longer.Since Trump mainly used executive
action - circumventing Congress - to
change policy, it may not be hard for Biden
to reopen the U.S. to refugees and asylum
seekers over the next four years. But in
the longer term, closing the political divide
that Trump widened on asylum will prove
much more challenging. Thanks to the last
administration, asylum in the U.S., once
globally reliable, has become like the
carpeting in the Oval Office: something that
can be torn up and remade from president
to president.On the campaign trail, Biden
framed asylum as more than a policy: He
made it clear that he sees rebuilding
asylum as fundamental to his mission of
restoring the soul of the nation: "Offering
hope and safe haven to refugees is part of
who we are as a country," his platform
read.He was appealing to a vision of
America that predates even the
Constitution. In colonial times, Thomas
Paine's fiery pamphlet Common Sense
described the so-called New World's
potential to be a shelter for those fleeing
civil and religious persecution across the
globe. "O! receive the fugitive, and prepare
in time an asylum for mankind," Paine
wrote in 1776. And since then, the image
of the U.S. as a sanctuary has pervaded
the national mythos: The colossal,
outward-facing Statue of Liberty in New
York's harbor raises her beacon to the
world's tired, poor, tempest-tossed and

breathe free.

Will The Quad Summit Dare Mention China?

The "Quad" Summit on March
12 when US President Joe Biden will
make his first appearance with Indian,
Australian and Japanese prime
ministers was described by the White
House as "one of his earliest
multilateral engagements" that would
speak on "the importance we place on
close cooperation with our allies and
partners in the Indo-Pacific".The Quad
has strong Indian connections which
nobody remembers now. It was first
proposed by former Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe to the Indian
Parliament on August 22, 2007, with
his "Confluence of Two Seas" speech.
The session was chaired by former
Vice-President M.H. Ansari, Chairman
of the Rajya Sabha. Abe recalled the
visit of his grandfather Nobusuke Kishi,
the first Japanese Prime Minister to visit
India in 1957 and how he was treated
with great dignity by Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru despite being the
leader of a defeated nation. He told our
parliament with pride that he had heard
stories as a little boy from his
grandfather how Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru "brought my
grandfather to an outdoor 'civic
reception’ at which tens of thousands
of people had gathered, introducing him
to a crowd energetically saying, "this
is the Prime Minister of Japan, a
country | hold in the greatest
esteem."Kishi was also the first
Japanese prime minister to start the
"Official Development Assistance"
(ODA) despite being a poor country.
"At that time, the country that had
accepted Japan's ODA was none other
than India. My grandfather never forgot

EDITORIAL“

that fact either".Unfortunately, the
Quad went into a stupor from 2008 for
10 years when Australian Prime
Minister Kevin Rudd withdrew to mend
fences with China. Only some
infrequent military exercises went on.
However, China challenged Quad when
it was revived in the present form in
2017.There is a feeling in East Asia that
the amorphous structure of Quad which
nowhere mentions the real purpose of
its existence is the reason for
confusion. For example, the
communique issued by our Ministry of
External Relations after the last Quad
ministers' meeting hosted by US
Secretary of State Antony J.Blinken on
February 17, 2021 mentions almost
every subject like political democracies,
market economies, pluralistic
societies, rules-based international
order, territorial integrity and
sovereignty, rule of law, transparency,
freedom of navigation and peaceful
resolution of disputes, ASEAN
cohesion and centrality, Covid-19
pandemic and vaccination
programmes. It nowhere mentions
China.Even the White House
statement on March 9 described it as
"formed in the aftermath of the 2004
tsunami and formalized in 2007, the
Quad has met regularly at the working
and foreign minister level. However,
Friday will be the first time that the
Quad is meeting at the leader level."
The Associated Press quoted White
House press secretary Jen Psaki on
March 9 that "the leaders are expected
to discuss everything from the threat of
COVID-19 to economic cooperation
between the nations and climate policy".
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If tariffs were Donald
Trump's weapon of choice
against China, technology is
going to be Joe Biden's. Even
as the Quad leaders prepare for
their first-ever summit meeting
on Friday, Washington has
begun piecing together a set of
coalitions designed to counter
China's dominance in key
technologies. Some of these
alliances may be centred around
the Quad. India should watch
this space carefully. If these
"techno-alliances" start to come
together, they could be a major

economic and geopolitical
opportunity for India. But New
Delhi must be prepared to dilute
some of the economic fixations
it has developed.

In its recent Interim National
Security Strategy, the Biden
administration says the United
States (US) will seek to shape
"emerging technology standards
to boost our security, economic
competitiveness, and
values...We will join with like-
minded democracies to develop
and defend trusted critical supply
chains and technology

The US will soon stitch together coalitions. If India plays its cards
right, it could become a major hub for these techno-alliances

infrastructure”. The Biden
administration's plan is more
than just about reducing
dependency on China for
various technological inputs. It
is also about ring-fencing know-
how against Beijing's penchant
for large-scale intellectual
property pilfering. It is also
about re-establishing the US
and its partners as world
leaders in innovation and
production efficiency.

Early reports on these techno-
alliance plans say
semiconductors are first on the
list. Semiconductors are in the
news thanks to a global
shortage, itself partly because
of Chinese hoarding. It is also
an industry dominated by a
handful of countries, most of
whom are US allies. China
would not be denied these
chips, but the alliance would
seek to ensure that the
technology's future trajectory is
not decided by Beijing.

The elaborate United States (US) draft "Afghanistan peace
agreement”, and its impatient letter to Afghan president
Ashraf Ghani, once again reveal the strategic defeat of the
US in a country that has been "the graveyard of empires"

The elaborate United
States (US) draft "Afghanistan
peace agreement”, and its
impatient letter to Afghan
president Ashraf Ghani, once
again reveal the strategic defeat
of the US in a country that has
been "the graveyard of empires".
America's new desire to shift the
onus of resolving the Afghan
mess from its shoulders alone to
a group of countries, including
India, only starkly profiles its
Afghan failure. The Joe Biden
administration will doubtless
justify this collective approach as
part of its commitment to
multilateralism to address
international issues. This does
not, however, disguise its
ongoing desperation to extricate
itself from a 20-year-long morass
of its own making. The three-part
draft containing ideas for a new
constitution, the establishment of
an interim government - called
"the Peace Government" to take

the global mind away from the
wheel turning full circle two
decades after the Bonn
agreement set up an interim
administration - and principles for
a permanent and comprehensive
ceasefire are hardly realistic in
many crucial elements. It claims
to represent "a variety of ideas
and priorities of Afghans on both
sides of the conflict”, but reflects
US concerns and aspirations for
Afghanistan in their very selection
and enumeration. In the absence
of corroborative evidence, it is
difficult to visualise how the
Taliban and the Kabul authorities
will take a giant leap of faith for
peace, with the former abandoning
fundamental sources of strength
and the latter their current political
offices. The Taliban's strength is
derived from the success of its
armed cadres. Aided by Pakistan,
the Taliban first demonstrated that
the US-led North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) forces could

not crush it. This also meantthat S
NATO could not prevent the £

spread of Taliban influence and,
in many cases, control of a
significant portion of Afghan
territory.

A principal reason for Taliban's
strength lay in its bases in
Pakistan which, because of the
US policy of self-denial,
remained protected. Later, as
US forces withdrew, armed
Taliban elements kept the
Afghan security forces under
pressure, preventing the Afghan
government from achieving
stability. Will the Taliban, now,
agree to the imposition of
crippling conditions, including
abandoning its foreign (read
Pakistani) bases, draining the
effectiveness of its armed
cadres?

This question is all the more
pertinent if it is put in the context
of the US proposal that the
constitution of the Afghan

Each techno-alliance would be
sui generis, built around a set
of countries competitive in a
certain technology. The Trump
administration had urged India
to join a nascent US-Japan 5G
coalition and the new US
president will probably do the
same. Plans are on for
coalitions regarding Artificial
Intelligence (Al), quantum
computing, biotechnology,
surveillance technology and
more. Most of these will begin
by simply setting common
rules, standards and practices.
Over time, they could become
more complicated with member-
states offering each other
market access, sharing
technology and perhaps
subsidies to boost alternatives
to Made in China goods and
services.

Some of these coalitions will
coalesce around existing
multilateral groupings. The
most obvious one would be the

Republic is to be "the initial
template from which the future
Constitution will be prepared".
Many Taliban leaders may
construe this as a way of the
international community seeking
to pressure them ab initio in

abandoning the founding
principles of the Islamic Emirate.
Will the lure of becoming full
participants in the Peace
Government be sufficient to
make many in the Taliban senior
leadership consider pulling up
their roots?

The president of the Peace
Government is to be decided by
the "two parties". Let alone the

Group of Seven. Another could
be the Quad. While most reports
say India is a target country, US
officials say Washington
internally wonders how far New
Delhi is prepared to join such
arrangements given its autarkic
tendencies. India is also not a
major research and development
(R&D) centre for most such
technologies and a niche player
in terms of advanced
manufacturing.

India's contribution, and benefit,
would be in being able to provide
a competitive and alternative
site if sensitive
manufacturing has to be
moved out of China. It would
be an obvious player where
software is concerned, for
example in 5G. However,
India would have to accept
being part of an export control
regime to ensure against the
leakage of technology to China.
This would be needed for even
associate club membership.

Taliban, it is most unlikely that
even the Kabul political elite will
accept Ghaniin that office. Thus,
the US letter to Ghani virtually
asks him and his administration
to do the honourable deed of
falling on their swords for
Afghanistan's future. Ghani and
his colleagues have given no
indication of a desire to do so,
despite the caution that if US
troops withdraw by May, the
Taliban will irresistibly gain
ground. Vice-President Amrullah
Saleh is certainly not the kind of
person who will fold up - his
courage and ghairat (honour) will
never allow that.
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The word tsunami had
entered the lexicon of journalists
in newsrooms around the world
after the December 2004 Indian
Ocean tragedy, and on 11 March
2011, when news broke of
tsunami waves striking the coast
of east Japan, there was a sense
that this had the potential of
becoming a major crisis. Within
hours, images had started coming
in, of gigantic tsunami waves
triggered by one of the most
powerful earthquakes in human
history, obliterating townships and
parts of cities in the north-east of
Japan. | remember anchoring
'breaking news' bulletins that day
with a torrent of fresh images of
the destruction coming in every
few minutes. Little did | know then
that | would be on a flight to Japan
that night and in the worst-hit
Miyagi prefecture forty-eight hours
later. No one really knew the
extent of the devastation in Japan.
Yes, the images were shocking
but this was Japan, perhaps the
most developed nation in the
world. Surely, the loss of life would
be contained. In fact, the Indian
electronic media decided to give
the Japan story a complete miss.
Except NDTV. We were the only
Indian media team to get into

Kiler Waves, Nuciear Pian Cooking Of- Covering The Japan Tsunami

Sendai.

The drive between Tokyo and
Sendai is usually covered in a
few hours on a superhighway
but with parts of the road flooded
or destroyed, we had to travel
through narrow provincial roads.
The journey took us over
fourteen hours - painfully slow.
When we reached Sendai late
at night, we discovered the
modern, developed city
resembling a ghost town. Yes,
there was electricity, but the
roads were completely empty.
Everything was shut. We drove
into a hotel to be told it was
closed - there was just one
motel open - but by the time we
reached, there were no rooms
available. Every single room had
been booked by the big
international networks. After a
freezing few hours inside our van
and just a few hours of sleep,
we woke up the next morning
to the first of several
aftershocks that continued to hit
the area in the wake of the
magnitude-9 earthquake which
had triggered the tsunami in the
first place.

These were no ordinary
aftershocks. Each major
aftershock was upwards of

magnitude 6 on the Richter scale.
We could literally hear buildings
around us groan. That day, forty-
eight hours after the tsunami
struck the Japanese coastline,
once again | witnessed first-hand
how devastating a tsunami could
be. As we drove into the places
worst hit, we saw entire areas
flattened by the immense waves.
Residential colonies, once
occupied by thousands of people,
resembled a war zone or an area
in the midst of a bombing
campaign. Not a single structure
was intact - buildings had been
yanked free from their
foundations and dragged away to
the sea. All that remained was
debris. In the midst of the debris,
on the banks of the Natorigawa,
the only survivor | spotted was a
poodle, looking for its owners. It
followed us around for quite some
time, perhaps hoping for some
food. We had none to offer. Later
that evening, we were finally able
to get a room in the motel and
managed a few hours of proper
sleep, the firstin days. We woke
up the next day to the sounds of
journalists racing down the stairs.
There was an emergency and
their embassies had told them to
evacuate Sendai immediately.
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The nuclear plant in Fukushima
was about to go into a meltdown.
Given the prevailing wind
conditions in the area, Sendai
would perhaps feel the impact of
nuclear fallout within minutes.
This seemed unreal. Just how
bad could this situation get?

Within hours, CNN and the BBC
had pulled out their journalists.
Al Jazeera had hired a plane to
evacuate their reporters from an
airstrip well to the west of Sendai
and all the major French
television networks were already
on the road. None of this made
sense to me at the time. My gut
told me that the other channels
were getting it wrong - that the
sense of panic made no sense.
No one could predict the
situation at Fukushima, no one

o

could know for certain that it was
going into meltdown
immediately. But then again,
could senior editors and news
desks from a dozen leading
agencies all getitwrong? | spoke
to my cameraperson S Dhanpal,
atough-as-nails NDTV veteran,
about what we should do. We
decided to wait. There had, after
all, been no evacuation of Sendai
that had been announced. Now
among the last remaining
international journalists in the
Sendai area we faced a huge
dilemma - to remain in the crisis
zone and hope for the best or
follow in the footsteps of other
international media crew. My
driver, a local from Tokyo, had
already made up his mind - he
intended to leave.

New Delhi'snewregional calculus

$

Last month, New Delhi's regional
policy took another interesting
turn with the beginning of
disengagement along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) and the
announcement of ceasefire
along the Line of Control (LoC).
After nine rounds of high-level
military talks, a disengagement
process in the Pangong Tso
region has witnessed the return
of Chinese and Indian troops and
armour to their permanent
bases. While Indian troops still
continue to lock horns with the
Chinese at multiple sites along
LAC, this move is being widely
viewed as the beginning of along
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drawn out de-escalation process
between the two Asian giants.
On LoC, the Director Generals
of Military Operations (DGMO)
of the two nations engaged
telephonically and decided to
adhere to all agreements on
ceasefire along LoC and the
sectors of the International
Border "in the interest of
achieving mutually beneficial
and sustainable peace along the
borders". Though an agreement
was also reached in 2018 to
abide by the 2003 ceasefire
agreement, there has been an
increasing number of ceasefire
violations in recent years with

volatility rising across the frontier.
More than 5,000 ceasefire
violations were reported in 2020
and this year has seen Pakistan
violating the ceasefire more than
600 times. Given the state of
India-Pakistan relations, the
announcement of a ceasefire
took everyone by surprise.

What has been striking in the
analyses of these developments
in India is a strange sense of
defeatism. Some have criticised
these moves as being timid while
others have argued that these
moves have been pursued under
external pressure. One can be
critical of the policy moves only
after assessing the fundamental
shifts in India's regional
environment and New Delhi's
foreign policy and security
posture. And that assessment
seems to be missing.

All policy frameworks evolve in a
wider domestic, regional and
global context. No nation, even
the mightiest one, exists in a state
of splendid isolation where

external factors do not impinge
on policymaking. Smart policy is
about recognising those
constraints and using them to
your advantage at the right time.
The single-most important
geopolitical development of the
last few months has been India
standing up to China after the
Galwan Valley incident in June
2020 and making it clear to
Beijing and to the world that it is
possible to resist Chinese
aggression successfully. Even as
Indian forces challenged their
considerably more resource-rich
Chinese counterparts along LAC,
Indian diplomacy ensured that
New Delhiretained a central role
in the global health crisis,
emerging as net provider of
security in the realm of public
health. While, for most countries,
taking China on in a challenging
domestic and global environment
would have been impossible, New
Delhi stood up. India's message
to the world was - if this is the
new normal, then we are prepared.

And not only did the world
notice, Beijing did as well. If the
Chinese Communist Party is
talking today about "the need
to create enabling conditions to
settle the border dispute”, it is,
in no small measure, due to a
consistent message from India
that the Sino-Indian relationship
cannot be divorced from the
border challenge. The larger
strategic fabric of bilateral ties
between India and China
remains as fragile as ever and
China is not going to mend its
ways just because it has
moved back from a part of LAC.
But it can no longer be ignored
that the ability of India to shape
the terms of its engagement
with China is growing.

This confidence is reflected in
the way New Delhi has moved
with Pakistan on LoC with the
new ceasefire agreement. After
decades, Indian policy vis-a-vis
Pakistan has been able to put
the latter under pressure from
multiple points.
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Women are not dropping out. They are being pushed out by the lack of demand for their
labour. There has been movement out of agriculture into informal and casual jobs, where the
work is sporadic, and often less than 30 days at a stretch. The new modern sector opportuni-
ties, especially in high value-added service sectors, mostly accrue to men.

Why is women's em-
ployment declining in India? The
thrust of the predominant expla-
nations is that women are drop-
ping out of paid work or the labour
force either because of fear of
sexual violence outside the
home; or fear of being stigmatised
by the community that might see
their work as a marker of low sta-
tus, i.e. the inability of the hus-
band, the main breadwinner, to
provide for the family; or arise in
conservative attitudes that be-
lieve a woman's place is inside
the home and kitchen, and that if
the woman steps outside the so-
cially approved threshold, it would
invite a backlash. All these ex-
planations prima facie sound per-
suasive and plausible. But con-
sider this. Recorded labour force
participation rate (LFPR) of Indian
women, never very high, logged
a dramatic decline between 2004-
05 and 2011-12. It has continued
to decline thereafter, albeit at a
lower rate. The bulk of the decline
has been in the LFPR of rural
women, with the sharpest decline

seen in the case of Scheduled
Tribe or Adivasi women.How do
the mainstream explanations fit
in with this basic fact?Research
on the impact of sexual violence
on female LFPRs focuses on ur-
ban areas; but urban female
LFPRs, always lower than rural,
have not registered a decline. My
ongoing work with my PhD stu-
dent Jitendra Singh shows virtu-
ally no correlation between crime
statistics and female LFPRs, not
for India, not internationally. Fe-
male employment outside the
home in rural areas was flat be-
tween 2004 and 2017 (the period
when the total rural female LFPR
registered a decline), and in ur-
ban areas, there was a slight up-
ward trend. This picture does not
lend credence to the rising
stigma story. National Crime
Records Bureau data show arise
in assault cases (between 2011
and 2013) and rise in cruelty
cases between 2004 and 2013.
Rape cases increased from 2011
onwards, with slight fluctuations.
Thus, national data for India does

not support the presumed corre-
lation between crimes against
women and their (in)ability to

work outside the home. Macro- |

statistics suggest very little con-
nection between the two, if any.
This should not be read to mean

that violence against women is |

not a serious problem, or that it
does not adversely affect their
work. While there is no evidence
that fear of violence keeps women
from seeking jobs, for women who
have jobs, sexual harassment at
the workplace is very real, with
devastating consequences for
their work and well-being. This is
a good place to note that the pub-
lic focus on external violence is
not only misplaced in the context
of women's employment, but the
consequent push to keep women
indoors completely masks the
fact that the bulk of violence
against women is perpetrated by
those known to them - husband,
partner, family, friends. Keeping
women locked indoors is abso-
lutely the wrong policy for mul-
tiple reasons; most of all it fails

in its stated objective, i.e. to pro-
tect them from violence.Data in-
dicate that the decline in LFPRs
is driven by women moving from
paid to unpaid work and hence
not getting counted as "workers",
even though they might continue
to be involved in unpaid eco-
nomic work in family enterprises
(farming, livestock, kirana shops,
handmade products for sale and
so on). These are economic ac-
tivities, and men involved in them
get counted as workers, but not
women. This reflects the low
value placed on women's contri-
bution to these activities without
which these would not survive.
The real issue is the lack of de-
mand for labour in occupations
and activities in which women are
concentrated. There is important

research that shows that what we
note as a decline (which is
equated with the withdrawal of
women from the labour force in
the mainstream view) is a mani-
festation of the changing nature
of work availability, especially for
rural and less educated women.
This body of research raises a
guestion mark on the "dropping
out" narrative. Thus, the propor-
tion of economically active
women has not declined, but the
number of days they work has,
which shows up as a decline in
LFPRs. Over the last three de-
cades, there has been a massive
decline in agricultural jobs, which
has not necessarily been accom-
panied by an increase in rural
non-farm employment or liveli-
hood opportunities.

How Covid-19 can transform health care

| health facilities were functioning,

The pandemic disrupted
life, livelihoods, education and
health like little else in recent
history. The world found innova-
tions and adaptations to
minimise some of the disruptions
for some people, but not all.
Health care disruptions, less
amenable to home-based solu-
tions, ranged across a very
broad continuum - a shift in
health-seeking behaviour, limita-
tions in health infrastructure, dif-
ficulties in outreach to commu-
nity members, lack of availabil-
ity of human resources and in-
terruptions in supply chains. Not

citizens were either fearful or un-

@l able to travel to them or were un-
| aware that facilities were function-

ing. All this led to significant dis-
ruption in the provision of essen-

%y tial health services such as rou-
i tine immunisation, testing and

treating tuberculosis (TB) pa-
tients, maternal and child health

. care and nutrition-related interven-

¥ I -
all of these were limited to the
context of the pandemic - some
have pre-existed but got magni-
fied in the context of the pan-
demic. Covid-19 saw health care
workers diverted to the much-
needed task of preventing and
dealing with infections, taking
them away from their regular
tasks, and thus, further reducing
the availability of health care
workers. Health care facilities
were deployed for testing and
treating patients, but this made
them unavailable for regular ser-
vices. Supply chains were dis-
rupted due to lockdowns. When

1 tions.

But India is no stranger to inno-
vation. Afew months into the pan-
demic, there were a variety of in-
terventions, which sought to ad-
dress some of these barriers re-
lated to health human resources,
demand for and access to ser-
vices, and provision to the last
mile. Innovations were found in at
least four categories - leveraging
technology, leveraging commu-
nity platforms, strengthening
frontline workers and augmenting
supply chains.

Extensive interventions leveraged
the digital platform such as re-
mote counselling and consulta-

tion in several states; a child
growth-monitoring app for remote
monitoring of severely acute mal-
nourished children in Rajasthan,
Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh; an Interactive Voice
Response System-based solu-
tion in Uttar Pradesh for reminder
calls to the community about
immunisation sessions; digital
surveillance applications for front-
line workers for TB and Covid-vul-
nerability assessment in states
such as Gujarat, Kerala and
Punjab for simultaneous TB and
Covid assessment; an artificial
intelligence-based diagnostics
solution to scan chest X-rays and
detect abnormalities.

Various organisations leveraged
digital platforms to conduct train-
ing and information sessions for
frontline workers. The range of
such services and their providers
is vast including e-Sanjeevani,
Swasth, Practo, Portea,
TeCHO, Anmol, to name just a
few.

The involvement of community-

based organisations in the form
of self-help groups (SHGs) and
village organisations reinforced
their potential for last-mile ser-
vices. Active TB case finding by
community health volunteers
through outreach and aware-
ness; demand generation for
services and provision of timely
information to pregnant women
by volunteer groups through
helpline numbers; support for
essential health service delivery
through panchayati raj institu-
tions contributed to strengthen-
ing health services.

The Indian postal department
was leveraged for its extensive
postal network as an alternative
logistics chain for delivery of fam-
ily planning commodities. So-
cial franchising model for TB di-
agnosis and drug dispensation
via e-pharmacies to the door-
steps of patients was also
utilised.India saw many in-
novations rolled out, although
not necessarily at scale and
most not evaluated for impact.
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Sunday's interview of
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle
by Oprah is everywhere in the
news. The other news outlets are
going wall-to-wall with it. (They're
natural fangirls, so of course they
love the royals.) But we're Ameri-
cans. The idea of discussing the
details of some dispute within a
decayed monarchy felt too much
like European history class. Who
cares?
It's not like prince whatever-his-
name-is and his angry wife from
Los Angeles are compelling. You
know exactly who they are. He's
weak and unhappy. She's a ma-
nipulative opportunist. So who do
you root for in this? How about
nobody? We were going to take
a hard pass on the whole thing,
but then we heard some of it:
MARKLE: Afew days before the
wedding, she [Kate Middleton]
was upset about something per-
taining to, yes, the issue was
correct, about the flower girl
dresses, and it made me cry, and
it really hurt my feelings.”
The princess, or duchess, or
whatever she is - not that we
know the difference - one of the
most famous and fawned-over
people in the world, told Oprah
that she was incredibly wounded
because she got into some kind
of petty argument about dresses

with her sister-in-law at her wed-
ding three years ago. Stop the
presses: She and her sister-in-law
had a tiff about clothes. That's
never happened before. She
thinks this is important enough to
bring up in a television interview.
It was her 9/11, so of course she
considers it newsworthy.
Meghan Markle is a narcissist.
We guessed that. But that's not
the whole story. What she's re-
ally saying is that despite her
enormous wealth and fame; de-
spite the fact she never has to
cook her own dinner or drive her
own car ever again for as long as
she lives; despite the fact that
every time she heads to the gym,
the journey is treated like the
moon landing by an army of awe-
struck reporters; despite the fact
that she's literally a princess -
sorry, duchess - she is actually
an oppressed victim. She may
look powerful, but she's power-
less, which she explained to
Oprah.

MARKLE: That's the sad irony of
the last four years, is I've advo-
cated for so long for women to
use their voice, and then, | was
silent.

OPRAH WINFREY: Were you
silent or were you silenced?
Meghan Markle: The latter ... |
came to understand that not only

was | not being protected, but that
they were willing to lie to protect
other members of the family, but
they weren't willing to tell the truth
to protect me and my husband
"l had bodyguards but | was not
protected. | was silenced!" says
the lady doing a TV interview with
Oprah Winfrey. "When | speak,
only 100 million people hear it
around the world - though to be
fair, that number rises consider-
ably once you count DVR and
internet views. But the point re-
mains: | have been silenced. | am
avictim."

A rational person might consider
this claim absurd. But, amaz-
ingly, no one else seems to think
it is. Oprah clearly doesn't think
it's absurd. She's deeply
empathetic. Oprah's worth more
than a billion dollars, but she
knows the pain, because she
sees herself as a victim too. She
often says so. You're not allowed
to make fun of this, and you're
definitely not allowed to mock the
oppressed duchess.

Our friend Piers Morgan just did
that on television in the U.K., and
had to resign from his job.

Rich people are oppressed, pe-
riod. And if you claim otherwise,
they will use their total powerless-
ness to get you fired. It's not just
duchesses, by the way. Amem-

Mithun, The Cobra Who Could

I moved to a new school
when | was 10. My neighbour,
who knew me already, introduced
me to others in the school bus
as Mithun Chakraborty's cousin.
This spread like, as | am told,
wildfires do, and caused me
much shame. Mithun, for all his
popularity, was a Disco Dancer. |
was a junior bhadralok. But the
memory of our fictitious kinship
came to my aid 25 years later.
Thatwas at a London hotel where
| was holidaying with wife and 9-
month-old. The hotel had an an-

noying practice of levying an ex-
tra five-pound 'tray charge' every
time one ordered room service. On
our third day, the Polish gent who
was taking my order noticed my
surname. "Any relation of Mithun
Chakraborty?" he asked. "He is
my cousin," | replied without bat-
ting an eyelid. "l am a big fan, Sir,"
the man said. "From now, there'll
be no tray charge for you."

This was 2007. Mithun was well
past the peak he achieved in 1989,
when he entered the record books
by shooting 19 movies in a single

year. By the mid-2000s, Mithun
was doing more low-budget films
that were released in single-
screen theatres in working-class
localities. In fact, even in Ben-
gal, Mithun's fan following was
mostly amongst the working

" classes and the urban poor.

Even though he made his debut
in Mrinal Sen's arthouse movie
Mrigaya, and won the National
Award for Best Actor, the Bengali
middle class found him too
declasse.

This would periodically show up
in the culture wars within the rul-
ing Left Front. The big flare-up
over Mithun happened first in
1986, when then Sports Minis-
ter Subhash Chakraborty got a
number of 'Bombay cinema'
stars for a fund-raiser called
"Hope-86". Mithun was his main
contact in Mumbai, and many
identified the show with the ac-
tor. Subhash had his boss Jyoti
Basu's implicit blessings, but
many in the CPIM, including

ber of America's own royal fam-
ily told us how incredibly difficult
her life is from her castle in
Martha's Vineyard,

MICHELLE OBAMA, Aug. 17,
2020: Now, | understand that my
message won't be heard by
some people. We live in a nation
that is deeply divided, and l am a
Black woman speaking at the
Democratic convention.

Yeah, no one can hear you,
Michelle. It was just a prime-time
speaking slot at the Democratic
National Convention. When, oh
when, will your voice be heard,
Michelle Obama? When will you
get the credit you're so sorely due
for all of your remarkable achieve-
ments? Unfortunately, America's
not quite ready for you yet. And,
honestly, that's our fault. We're

a backward country. We apolo-
gize.

One person we should definitely
apologize to more is Hillary
Clinton. Four years ago, in a
weak moment that we're now
ashamed of, we stole some-
thing from Hillary, something
that was hers, something that
she owned. It was the presi-
dency of the United States.
That office belonged to Hillary
Clinton. We knew it at the
time. It had a little dry cleaning
tag on the back with her initials
on it. But we stole it anyway -
we and the Russians, and the
FBI director and Facebook and
the Macedonians and the Demo-
cratic Party itself. We're all guilty
here, as Hillary has repeatedly
explained.

Sting Mamata Hard

Buddhadeb Bhattacharya, made
their displeasure public.
Bollywood was considered to be
apasanskriti, a word that can best
be translated as bad or low cul-
ture.

But much to the chagrin of the
Left-leaning bhadralok, the people
on the street loved it. When
Mithun took Rajesh Khanna and
Asha Bhosale with him to meet
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu, "he
created traffic snarls, made the
crowds go hysterical and forced
the state secretariat security to
line up special armed guards." If
the late Soumitra Chatterjee was
the darling of Kolkata's genteel
folk, Mithun represented the hoi
polloi, who might have voted for
the CPIM, but shared little of the
party leadership's cultural elitism.
He spoke the argot of Kolkata's
tenement quarters and slums,
which was ubiquitous on the
street but rendered invisible in the
self-image of the Bengali.
Interestingly, the slang used by

young middle class Bengalis
was liberally peppered with
tropes from this street-lingo. |
learnt two phrases that my
Kolkata cousins taught me,
amidst much laughter and incre-
dulity. The first was "mere
dewaale chhobi baniye debo" -
"I will thrash you so badly that
you will turn into a photograph
on the wall". The other was "lash
phele debo" - "I will drop your
dead body."

Imagine my great excitement
when on joining the BJP yester-
day, Mithun referred to his movie
dialogues that contained these
very phrases. "Ami joldhorao noi,
bele borao noi... ami ekta cobra,
ek chobol-ei chhobi (Don't mis-
take me for a harmless snake, |
am a pure cobra, one strike and
you become a photograph)" and
"Marbo ekhaney...lash porbay
shoshaney (I will thrash you
here. Your body will be found at
the crematorium).”

This language from someone who



Friday 13 March to 20 March 2021

o ——

oriNioON KIS

Can the authorities who are serious about supporting
the vaccination roll-out with a compliance roll-in,
consider three urgent suggestions?

The virus has moved in
Delhi from "pandemic" to
"endemic", says Delhi's health
minister. And | have heard a senior
virologist say exactly that about
the country. They may well be
right. But what matters is that the
virus is still very much around, and
we are as responsible for it being
so as the virus itself is. We?
Yes, we. And that includes just
about everyone except health
workers who have been given but
a small token of our appreciation
by being made the first to be
vaccinated. And even there, we
want them to be protected
because we want them to
continue to protect us.
And the 'we' starts with our
political class. As they bared their
upper arms for the jabs before
cameras, did all our leaders wear
masks? Alas, not all of them. Our
vice-president, M Venkaiah
Naidu, and external affairs
minister, S Jaishankar, did.

Bigotry And

Inalong and bleak year,
two cultural shifts offered at
least some hope: racial
progress, accelerated by
massive street protests across
the United States, and the
marginalization, albeit tentative,
of the culture of celebrity.

Both these attainments seem to
have been undermined this week
by Oprah Winfrey's palace-
rattling interview with Prince
Harry and Meghan Markle at
their mansion in Santa Barbara.
Only a day before, the main
news in the U.K. had been the
pitiful 1% pay raise offered by
Prime Minister Boris Johnson's
government to the overworked
and exhausted staff of the
National Health Service. The
general reaction veered between
dismay and outrage.

On Sunday, however, public
attention, a strained reserve
these days, quickly shifted to
the travails of a disinherited
prince and princess. Evidently,
the pair was driven from Britain
for Southern California by overt
racism from the royal family and
a campaign of persecution from

They wore masks, correctly,
admirably, over mouth and nose
as the needle went in. And they
sent two clear messages across
- wear masks, get vaccinated.
There may well have been others
like them who did. But not all our
other leaders did so. Itis not as if
the nation would have failed to
recognise them, masked. And
why could the officials on duty not
have whispered just two words to
them, "Sir, mask..."

And now, with elections, leaders
are going to be needed to
campaign. They will need crowds.
Where does social distancing go?
A great responsibility rests on
leaders and their compliance to
health protocols during elections.
But our leaders are only what we
or the majority of us are. Put
differently, what we are, our
leaders are.

And what are "we" doing?

We have to but step outdoors to
see us as we always are - mixing,

British Roya

British tabloids. On Tuesday
evening, Buckingham Palace
issued a statement saying the
allegations were being "taken
very seriously" and would be
addressed privately.

It is not callous to suggest that
Markle might have avoided this
fate had she, like many women
marrying into a joint family
system, done some due
diligence on her in-laws. Take,
for instance, this typical remark
by Prince Philip, offered to a
group of British students in China
in 1986: "If you stay here much
longer, you'll all be slitty-eyed."
The jaw-dropping recent BBC
interview with Prince Andrew,
Harry's uncle and friend to the
late Jeffrey Epstein, confirmed
the royal family's continuing
remoteness from reality.

Markle could have also properly
informed herself of the
journalistic culture of her new
country. Almost all of the British
press has supported Johnson,
despite his track record while a
journalist of baiting gay men
("tank-topped bumboys"), Black
people ("watermelon smiles")

milling about in clusters and
crowds, holding hands, eating,
chewing, spitting, with the
gentlemen among us secure in
the belief that incontinence is
integral to the Indian male's
vested rights. All this, let us
recognise, is not a class matter.
The well-to-do in malls and
cinema houses galumph around
like elephants in musth,
maskless, careless, shameless.
Travelling by air, the "business
class" is no model of compliance.
Small wonder that the virus
thrives.

Can the authorities who are
serious about supporting the
vaccination roll-out with a
compliance roll-in, consider three
urgent suggestions?

First, about masks. Let the non-
wearing of masks be visited with
condign fines on the spot. This is
not difficult to do in places of
public concourse, on trains, in
buses, in cinema houses,

and burka-clad Muslim women
("letterboxes").

In other words, unreconstructed
bigotry among the
establishment and its loyal
media is as much a British thing
as Wimbledon and
strawberries.

If anything, though, Markle may

have been less ingenuous than |

those who hailed her marriage
as the start of a social
revolution in Britain.

According to a British writer of
color in the New York Times in
2017, Markle's marriage to a
prince was "astonishingly
political" and had "shaken to the
core the country's ideas about
who is entitled to a seat at the
royal table." Another
commentator in the Guardian
prophesied that "Britain's
relationship with race will
change for ever."

So it has, but not quite in the
desired manner. Markle's
unsurprisingly doomed co-
habitation with an archaic
dynasty has ended up hardening
divisions in what the Guardian
this week called "a culture war."

shopping plazas, with a "virus
police" on duty. Mumbai has
started, late, perhaps, but it has.
Other cities must follow suit.

Second, about elections. Let the
vaccination drive be opened
immediately to all registered voters
in poll-bound regions straightaway,
irrespective of the age and co-
morbidity criteria. And let no
political campaigner do any
campaigning, whether as a
speaker at rallies or otherwise,
unvaccinated. And let all poll
personnel, including security
forces, report for duty only after
being vaccinated.Third, about
farmers. The spike in parts of north
India, including Punjab, may be
because of many reasons,

s Like Wimbledon And Strawberries

Black or Brown commentators
might bristle at the suggestion
that it was not worth going to
the barricades on Markle's
behalf. But there was always
something desperate about the
fantasy that social justice would
be fast-tracked by a foreign
citizen placed by marriage
inside Buckingham Palace. A
mixed-race American
actress gratefully accepting
her seat at the royal table
was never going to be as
politically transformative
as, say, Rosa Parks
refusing to give up her seat
on an Alabama bus.

Bitter experience should
have warned against investing

£

pandemic, endemic or other. But
common sense tells us that the
prolonged farm protests, with
groups of protesters moving back
and forth from their villages to the
rallies, are both at risk and
unwittingly, innocently, risk-
enlarging.As a health measure
firstand last, let the government
announce the revocation of the
three farm bills and a
reconsideration of their
provisions by the Inter-State
Council (ISC) with farm leaders
being heard at it, after the
majority of the nation has been
vaccinated and the number of
new cases has been brought
down to, and kept at, negligible
figures.

vl

political hopes in this or that
upwardly mobile representative
of racial minorities. Barack
Obama was once thought to
have inaugurated a "post-racial”
America as the first Black

president. He ended up
provoking a ruinous
"whitelash."

Now, regardless of whether the
U.S. economy recovers or
social divisions are healed,
it appears Obama will be
"having a blast" with his
rapidly growing multi-media
empire and fortune, as the
Washington Post reported
this weekend. The naive
politics of racial symbolism
may draw mass support.



The significance of the LoC ceasefire for bodermg communities

A similar engagement led to the ceasefire agreement first in
2003 that translated into over a half-decade calm in Kashmir
and a degree of healing. Build on the current moment.
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Arrare joint statement by
the Indian and Pakistani directors
general of military operations, on
February 25, announcing that the
two countries have agreed to
strictly observe the ceasefire
along the Line of Control (LoC) in
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) trig-
gered much speculation over
what brought about the turn-
around. Moeed Yusuf, special
assistant on national security to
Pakistani Prime Minister Imran
Khan, called the announcement
a "victory of diplomacy" and
added that "more avenues" will
open in the future, amid reports
that back-channel meetings at
neutral locations led to the pact.
Analysts linked the reiteration of
the observance of the truce along
the de facto border to the pro-
tracted stand-off between the In-
dian and Chinese troops in
Ladakh and New Delhi's attempts
to avoid a two-front conflict with
two allied adversaries. Many won-
dered whether the new Joe Biden
administration had nudged the
two countries to normalise ties.

The Pulwama attack, the subse-
guent Balakot strike, and India's
move to change the constitutional
status of J&K escalated tensions
between the two countries in
2019. The following year, the
highest ceasefire violations -
about 5,000 -were reported along
the de facto border.

But while the roots of the current
thaw can be debated, the only
guestion that matters for the resi-
dents in the constant line of fire
along the 740-km border is
whether the ceasefire will sustain
long enough for them to live to
fight another day, or whether their
lives and livelihood will again be
sacrificed at the altar of narrow
political ends. The breakthrough
means they can tend to their
fields, and educate their children
without worrying whether they
would be able to return home alive.
Cross-border shelling over the
years has destroyed livelihoods,
left crops unharvested, and forced
even well-off people to opt for
small-time jobs in faraway towns
to sustain their families. Most of

the border areas are inaccessible
and remote, and were even de-
nied mobile phone connectivity for
years due to their proximity to
Pakistan.

Border residents can now hope
to live their lives with dignity with-
out having to often rush to
cramped bunkers to save their
lives. Cross-border shelling has
not just left hundreds dead but
has taken an emotional toll on
survivors. Many border areas
such as Karnah are so remote
that people have to stock up sup-
plies for the winter months before
snhow cuts it off from the outside
world. The cross-LoC shelling
would even hamper the stocking
and evacuation of wounded resi-
dents.

In Kashmir's hillside Churnada
village of 1,600 people, which lost
two residents in 2020 to cross-
border shelling, residents gath-
ered at the shrine of a Muslim
saint to celebrate the new agree-
ment. They heaved a sigh of re-
lief that they could now finally till
their land, graze their cattle and

send their children to school
without fear. As many as 70 ci-
vilians and 72 soldiers have died
in cross-border firing since 2018.
According to Reuters, nearly 300
civilians have been killed since
2014 in ceasefire violations on
the Pakistani side. It reported
that in the picturesque Neelum
valley on the other side, hundreds
of hotels and guesthouses came
up when the ceasefire held as
tourists visited around the year.
Reuters said tourism went into a
tailspin and guesthouse opera-
tors were forced to dig into their
savings as skirmishes and firing
increased. The divided border
residents on both sides can only
hope the ceasefire is not derailed
like it was in the aftermath of the
2008 Mumbai attacks. The 2003-
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2008 era of peace brought rich
dividends for border communities
and led to the start of cross-LoC
bus services. This would have
been unthinkable a decade ear-
lier, as it was akin to Pakistan's
acknowledgment of the Indian
sovereignty over J&K.

The reiteration of the commitment
to the truce has raised hopes for
a dialogue process effectively
stalled since 2008. That top na-
tional security officials are be-
lieved to have been involved in the
back-channel talks ahead of the
turnaround should hold out hope.
A similar engagement led to the
ceasefire agreement firstin 2003
that translated into over a half-
decade calm in Kashmir and a
degree of healing. Build on the
current moment.

The changmg nature of urbanhomes and women's lives

In the backdrop of Inter-
national Women's Day, amid the
continuing global pandemic, In-
dia needs a discussion on
reimagining the idea of home.
The notions of stay-at-home and
work-from-home dominated the
narrative with the pandemic, and
with it began the discussion on
the increase in violence within
the home. It was interesting to
see that the Supreme Court re-
cently proposed fixing a notional
income for a homemaker, indi-
cating that the law and courts
value the labour, services and
sacrifices of women. Domestic

spaces have been transformed in
multiple ways in the last few de-
cades in Indian cities. One could
go back to the sociological stud-
ies of the 1970s to 1990s on
urbanisation, migration and
nuclearisation of families to un-
derstand changes in the domes-
tic space, from stay-at-home
women performing all the house-
hold work to women shouldering
the double burden of paid em-
ployment and housework. Over
time, with grandparents or other
relatives leaving the shared do-
mestic space, middle and upper
middle class urban home started

hiring part-time domestic help.
Education remained the one tool
for social mobility, but women
were still expected to use fair-
ness creams to be marriageable.
While many of these changes
were sociologically explained as
arising from emancipation, nei-
ther the Towards Equality Report
of 1974 nor the Shram Shakti re-
port of 1989 reinforced the trans-
formation. In fact, gendered hier-
archies and the sexual division of
labour in Indian families became
important areas of anthropologi-
cal exploration.

In the past 20 years, the number
of women opting for higher edu-
cation has increased to 48.6%,
according to the All India Survey
on Higher Education (2018-19);
the average age of marriage for
women is 22.1 years as per a
2019 report of ministry of statis-
tics and implementation. As per
Census 2011, only 5% of Indian
marriages are inter-caste, while
93% respondents of a Centre for
Monitoring of Indian Economy-

administered study of 2018 said
they had arranged marriages.
Finally, as per a 2016 BBC re-
port, the divorce rate in India is
less than 1%. These figures have
to be read simultaneously with
the 2019 National Statistical of-
fice survey that states 92%
women in India take part in un-
paid domestic work in homes in
comparison to 27% of men. At
least three sociological analyses
can be made from these num-
bers. First, marriage and domes-
tic arrangements still remain
deeply caste endogamy-based
or arranged despite processes of
urbanisation or more mobility for
work purposes.

Second, low divorce rates do not
necessarily indicate happy mar-
riages, but rather the deep eco-
nomic and social pressures
which create the inability to leave
amarriage. For women, it is con-
nected as much with stigma as
with economic insecurity and the
absence of housing if parents are
unwelcoming.

Third, equal sharing of domestic
responsibilities remains a far cry
in most households and women
still continue to bear the burden
of child and elder care, caring for
the sick and the disabled, be-
sides cooking, cleaning or gath-
ering.

When we look at all this along
with the data that only 22% of
women participate in any form of
employment activity, we under-
stand how serious the situation
is. While the government initiated
the Smart City Mission in 2015
to promote inclusive cities, urban
planning in terms of safe and
accessible transport and afford-
able and liveable housing re-
mains unfavourable for women
and trans persons. Since getting
into the formal workforce is a dis-
tant dream for most women, the
pressures of marriage-based
security are real. Heterosexual
marriage still remains the main
source of legal entitlement for
women and any other form of
domestic intimacy does not find
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2 The ONLY temple in the world outside India
dedicated to Shri Shani Maharaj
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Sarvamangala Shri SANEESW Temple, New York

Regular Poojas’ and
Homas’ are conducted on
daily basis:

Special Poojas:

+ Sri Saneeswara
homam

+ Sri Saneeswara -

B "

parikara pooja

B i Y
. =

+ Sri Saneeswara
harati

+ Sri Navagraha Homa
+ Poornima: vrata
Pooja

+ Pradosham Pooja

¥
- L

PR

. . e
LY = ) IS L Y ’
: - r.-'l'.-.-rr Eiih
1 W =l 3
[ . ' e
[ A )} i Wb

= E
+ Sri Sankatahara I | T '
chaturthi Pooja _ " , ¥ w L7 AR BN
o e 1616 Hillside Avenue, Temple Suits
+ Birthdays / Wed- New Hyde Park NY 11040

Ph: 718 740 9400 / 516 358 9400

N _ :
ngs < Lpaa e & Email: temple.navagraha@gmail.com

More... ....

Temple Hours: 8.00 am to 9.00 pm
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Functions of the space:
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My Response To PM's Comments On Babus And IAS

The Prime Minister's
outburst against 'babus' (civil
servants) in the Lok Sabha a few
weeks ago has once again trig-
gered a debate about the role
and efficacy of the IAS in par-
ticular and the civil services in
general. | had no wish to join the
debate but am compelled to do
so because the debate has pro-
vided another opportunity to the
detractors of the IAS to damn
the service. The service does
need to be defended, not be-
cause | myself served in it for
nearly two decades and a half,
but because | believe that it has
done - and still doing - a good
job by and large. | also have my
complaints but they are against
individual officers, not the ser-
vice as such.

When | was a student way back
in the 50s of the last century,
the IAS was the most preferred
service of the day, like the In-
dian Civil Service (ICS) was in
the British days. Every young
person worth his salt wanted to
get into the service if he could.
After the IAS came the turn of
the police and other central ser-

vices, the state civil and police
services and any other govern-
ment job in that order. The private
sector paid well even in those
days, better than any government
service, including the IAS, but
those who joined it were derisively
called the '‘Boxwallahs' after a
well-known private sector com-
pany called the Metal Box. Some
respect was attached even in
those days to a senior position in
the Tatas. But the créme-de-la-
créeme was the IAS.

When India achieved indepen-
dence, the rulers who had been
at the receiving end of the admin-
istrators' stick during the freedom
movement had a choice. They
could have abolished the ICS, dis-
missed those in that service and
not created its clone, the IAS. But
they chose wisely to create a top
civil service much like the ICS.
One had to compete on an all-
India basis, pass a difficult exami-
nation and go through an even
more difficult oral interview to get
into it. | had once said in the Lok
Sabha that the IAS examination
was perhaps the most difficult
examination of my life until | con-
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tested popular elections and
realised that there was nothing
more difficult than that.

The basic thing the recruiters
looked for in the IAS was a bright
and balanced mind that could
face challenges of any kind. And
| firmly believe that it continues
to be and must remain the basic
requirement of a generalist civil
service like the IAS. Long ago |
had read somewhere that a gen-

eralist knows less and less about

more and more until he knows
nothing about everything, while
a specialist knows more and
more about less and less until
he knows everything about noth-
ing. So, | am not getting into the
debate of generalist versus spe-
cialist. At a certain level in the
administration, one needs people
with a bright mind, a strong com-
mon sense and the capacity to
face challenges. Anyone can fill
this bill, not merely an IAS of-
ficer, but the IAS has been cre-
ated to provide exactly this kind
of an officer. On a lighter note, |
shall not be surprised if it came
to light that it was actually a Babu
who persuaded the Prime Minis-
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ter to say what he said about
Babus.

The ICS officers fully lived up to
the expectations of Nehru and
Patel by discharging with distinc-
tion whatever responsibility was
assigned to them - from difficult
diplomatic assignments to man-
aging the economy and setting
up and running steel plants like
my father-in-law NC Shrivastava
(ICS) did after rendering great
service post-partition to the refu-
gees who had come from Paki-
stan. The IAS officers have not
been far behind. Taking names will
be odious, but there have been
officers who brought credit to
whichever post held from Collec-

tor to Cabinet Secretary to Gov-
ernor to Ambassador. Some of
them have become internation-
ally famous international trade
experts, Many of them have dis-
tinguished themselves, first as
outstanding field officers and
later as representatives of India
to the WTO or while serving in
international organisations.
Such examples can be multiplied
manifold. But not everyone is up
to the mark. Like any other walk
of life, the civil service also has
many black sheep. They gen-
erally fall by the wayside,
though. It is a real rat race to
survive and reach the top.

by Yashwant Sinha

Amazing, isn't it? The so-called
tell-all ‘interview of the decade’ (woh wala
- Meghan Markle and Prince Harry), gra-
ciously granted to the empress of inter-
views (Oprah Winfrey), turned out to be a
full-on rona-dhona Bollywood style saga,
complete with smarmy dialogue-baazi
that would make our most gifted script
writers proud! A popular meme showed
the tawdry Brit Royals (before the split)
dressed like the cast of Karan Johar's
mega hit, "Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham."
And | thought to myself: Oprah should
definitely have borrowed the haunting title
track of the movie for the show watched
by zillions across the world. "Aaa aa aa
aaah ...."

It's really most ajeeb that even in faraway
India, so many people | know were hang-
ing on to every line, eyebrow twitch and
tear during the televised interview, as if
nothing else mattered. Forget the Covid
jab statistics, Hiran controversy, it was
Meghan's accusations against her in-laws
that had the chattering classes....well,
chattering! For hours! | received so many
messages from unlikely people, asking
whether | 'sympathised' with Meghan and
believed her. | wanted to say, "Since | am
not her saas (thank God!), | really don't
give adamn." To putit crudely and in de-
lectable 'Indian-ese' - what goes of my

father if Meghan felt she had beeniill-treated
by her in-laws? This is the story of most
desi joint families in our country. Ekta
Kapoor has minted millions exploiting the
saas-bahu angle from all perspectives.
Meghan was stating nothing we aren't fa-
miliar with - so, | really was not about to
give up on my precious free time on this -
that too on International Women's Day.
Come on, Meghan! You are a big girl! Deal
with your problems like a big girl. The sort
of privileges and wealth these two still en-
joy hardly make them credible candidates
for victimhood.Harry came across as a
pathetic 'joru ka ghulam', making fans
wonder: whatever happened to the charm-

ing bad boy of the tight-assed Royal fam-
ily? He is now a sad shadow of his former
dashing self. No wonder nobody wants
to hang with him - saala bore ban gaya!
Meghan, on the other hand, sounds like
a woman with a plan, an all-American
biz lady, pouring over her spreadsheets,
strategizing her future and planning an
IPO. When she simpered that she had
never googled Harry before marrying him,
women across the world shook their
heads and said, "Chal, jhooti kahin ki!" |
mean, that's the first thing people do
when they meet a future spouse! She
also claims she had no idea about her
royal duties as his wife! That's called slip-

shod homework, honey! Not buying this
one. The rest of her charges are equally
disingenuous. The only one | kinda be-
lieved was about members of The Firm
discussing the colour of the unborn
bachcha. | suspect that must have been
Camilla Parker Bowles - her step mother-
in-law. Listen - we are equally racist in
India, okay? A nasty saas will not only
worry about her grandchild's complexion,
she may go further and doubt the baby's
paternity! Hota hai!
Meghan has pulled out every conceivable
hate card in the American market - race,
cruelty, put downs, prejudice, discrimina-
tion, financial blackmail, deprivation, the
entire half-cooked khichdi. Enough to give
collective indigestion across continents.
Meghan talks of feeling suicidal. Ask any
bahu here if she has escaped that feeling,
evenifsheis married to Hari and not Harry.
Meghan wants her jalebi and to eat it,
too - the title, the money, the security.
But no responsibility! Wah! Every bahu
would want the same - does it happen?
And that wimp Harry doesn't feel shy
about confessing that he is living off
Mummy's money! Bechari Diana! Get off
your royal butt, Harry Baba, and earn
your own dosh! But some royals believe
it is their birthright to sponge off subjects.
by Shobhaa De
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America’'s southern border has been
erased -- does anyone in charge care?

Ten days before the
2020 election, Mitchell Ferman,
areporter for the Texas Tribune,
came across a very strange sight
in Starr County, Texas, which
sits right on the border with
Mexico.
Starr County is one of the poor-
est places in the country. Not a
lot of people visit, but Ferman
did, and he watched as more
than 70 vehicles with Trump
flags drove in parade formation
from the little town of Roma to
Rio Grande City. "All Aboard the
Trump Train" read one sign.
This convoy was organized by a
man called Roel Reyes, and not
even he could believe the turn-
out. "I was expecting 15 to 20
cars, max," he told Ferman. The
reason Reyes wasn't expecting
more cars is that Starr County
is not exactly a Republican
stronghold. In fact, just four
years before, Hillary Clinton de-
feated Donald Trump in Starr
County by 60 points.
But things changed and they
changed fast. In the span of just
four years, Starr County moved
from deep blue to almost red.
Donald Trump finished within just
five points of Joe Biden. That's
a swing of more than 50 points.

And the numbers are even
more dramatic in nearby Zapata
County. Donald Trump lost
Zapata County in 2016 by 33
points, but last November, he
easily beat Joe Biden. These
are big changes, and you're
seeing them all along the Rio
Grande Valley.

Now to the geniuses looking at
these numbers in Washington,
trying to figure out what they
mean, the thing that leaps out
to them immediately is that
Starr and Zapata counties are
overwhelmingly Hispanic. Starr
County is 96% Hispanic, and
Zapata is 85%. So how could
Hispanics support Donald
Trump in numbers like that?
(They must be QAnon people!)
Not only are those two coun-
ties non-white, they're very
poor. Nearly a third of the resi-
dents in Starr County live in
poverty. The median household
income in both those counties
is under $35,000 a year. But
they're voting for Trump. What
the hell is going on?

Well, a lot of things are going
on probably, but uncontrolled
illegal immigration is definitely
one of them, probably the main
one. That's completely baffling

to people in D.C. If you're a
Yale-educated bureaucrat or a
nonprofit executive living in
Bethesda, you see everything
through the lens of identity poli-
tics. You've been told to do that,
and needless to say, you obey.
You always obey.

Most illegal aliens are Hispanic.
So you assume that most His-
panics supportillegal immigra-
tion. That's just how you think.
The problem is, you're an idiot.
You have no idea what you're
talking about, and you have no
clue how ignorant you are. How
could you know? You never
leave Bethesda.

Rep. Henry Cuellar, D-Texas,
represents both Starr and
Zapata Counties, and he sees
what's happening. He can't ig-
nore it. On Saturday, he told Fox
News that his constituents are
being overwhelmed by an influx
of migrants from Latin America
and the Biden administration is
doing nothing to stop it. In fact,
they're lying about it.
CUELLAR: It might have started
under Trump, but when you're
the President, you own the situ-
ation, whether it's a success or
not a success ... | think in Feb-
ruary we're going to get about

100,000 [border crossers]. And
again, | don't care what we call
it, but I can tell you this, those
numbers of people that are be-
ing released, they're purposely
withholding that information ...
I now know that they're bringing
people from McAllen over to
Laredo, processing them in
Laredo, and they're going to re-
lease them in my community."”
Henry Cuellar says the Biden
administration is purposely
withholding the number of
people being released. Now,
why would they do that? How
bad is it? Again, this is an
elected Democrat admitting
that he has no idea how many
people are flooding into his com-
munity every day because the

Biden administration is hiding
that information.

Cuellar is supposed to be rep-
resenting this area, but he has
no idea how many of these
people compete for his constitu-
ents for jobs. He has no clue
how many of them are crimi-
nals. He has no idea how many
of them have COVID. No one
knows. The situation there is
that out of control.

And it's not just Henry Cuellar
who's upset about it. Another
Democrat from Texas, State
Senator Chuy Hinojosa
from McAllen, has charged
the Biden administration is
encouraging illegal aliens to
come, which obviously they
are.

A mountain of debt, 'free money' is not the
answer to our problems. Here's what is

There is no such thing as a free lunch. Debt today becomes massive interest payments tomorrow

Democrats (and many Republicans) don't
seem to care about the mountain of debt Con-
gress added last year and continues to add this
year. Instead of simply opening the economy back
up as the virus wanes, Democrats are plowing
ahead with another $2 trillion in deficit spending.
The Congressional Budget Office, a non-partisan
agency, warns that this mountain of debt will ex-
plode interest payments, such that over the next
30 years, taxpayers will have to pony up $61 tril-
lion in interest. (Interest payments, by the way,
don't buy you government services. Interest pay-
ments just eat up cash and crowd out other gov-

ernment expenditures.)

By 2050, interest payments will consume nearly half

of the entire budget!

The latest CBO report doesn't pull any punches, the
"increase the risk of
fiscal crisis - that is, a situation in which investors
lose confidence in the U.S. government's ability to
service and repay its debt, causing interest rates to

rapid expansion of the debt will

increase abruptly, inflation to spiral upward..." CBO fur-
ther warns that this mountain of debt could cause the
world to replace the dollar as the reserve currency.

By 2050, the CBO estimates that our national debt will
equal 202% of our gross national product. For years,
fiscal conservatives, like myself have warned of the dan-
ger of having the national debt exceed 100% of the GDP
but the CBO points out we are hurtling toward a time

when our debt will be twice the size of the

economy.

I, for one, have advocated that there is another

~ answer to our current problems. Instead of print-

ing more money and making believe that this

money will retain its value as it is sprinkled

N across the land, we could remove the govern-

R
L

b

7

ment shackles that have caused a depression
in the restaurant, retail, and entertainment sec-
tors of our economy. Instead of passing out 'free'
money, we should simply end the lockdowns.

The daily incidence of COVID is in free fall. In

-

we'd all be dead.

addition, there is no evidence that the govern-
ment lockdowns have worked. | don't know if I'll make
it to 2050 but my kids will and | hope soon that enough
voters will decide that there is no such thing as a free
lunch and debt today becomes massive interest pay-
ments tomorrow. The economist John Maynard
Keynes famously said that stimulus works in the short
run and he didn't much care about the future because
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Kanpur: Minor gang-rape survivor's fa-
ther dies 'In accident’, kin allege foul play

(News Agencies)-The

father of a minor girl who was
allegedly gang-raped by three
persons died "in an accident” af-
ter being hit by a truck on
Wednesday in Uttar Pradesh's
Kanpur. The incident happened
when the girl's father was return-
ing from a hospital, where her

medical tests were carried out,
accompanied by police
officials.Family alleges foul play
Family members of the victim
have alleged that police con-
spired with the accused to Kkill
the girl's father. "Police officials
conspired with the accused, who
is the son of a cop, to kill the

Mumbal Police arrest three

Three people were arrested by

girl's father," said a family mem-
ber. The family has blocked the
Kanpur-Sagar highway in pro-
test.

Police said that the girl's father
was rushed to a hospital where
he was declared brought dead.
Police said one of the accused
has been arrested.

"An FIR was registered against
two people accused of raping the
minor girl. The girl was taken to
the hospital for a medical test.
When her father was returning
from the hospital, he was hit by
a truck. Police officials took him

to a hospital where he was de-
clared dead. One of the accused
of girl's gang-rape has been ar-
rested," said Kanpur SSP
Preetivinder Singh.

What happened

As per a report in PTI, an FIR
was registered on Tuesday
against Deepu Yadav, his brother
Saurabh Yadav and friend Golu
Yadav in connection with the
gang-rape, Superintendent of
Police (rural) Brajesh Srivastava
said. Deepu and Saurabh are
sons of a police sub-inspector,
officials said.Srivastava said the

girl had gone out to collect fod-
der for cattle on Monday when
she was kidnapped by the ac-
cused and taken to an unknown
place, where she was allegedly
raped by Deepu and Golu.
Saurabh allegedly threatened
the girl of dire consequences if
she dared to speak to anyone
about the incident, the SP said.
The girl, however, managed to
reach her house in the morning
and narrated the incident to her
family members, who lodged a
complaint with the police, re-
ported PTI.

for murder of tvvo semor CItizens In Goa

Mumbai Police

from the city for the murder of two senior citi-
zens in Goa earlier this week.

(News Agencies)-Mumbai Police
has arrested three people ac-
cused for allegedly bludgeoning
to death two senior citizens in
Fatorda area in South Goa dis-
trict. The accused had hammered
and stabbed the senior citizens
to death and escaped to Mumbai.
The deceased were identified as
Minguel Miranda (65) and his
mother in-law Catherin Pinto (86).
Mumbai Crime Branch has ar-
rested three accused
Ravinkumar Sada (18) Akash
Ghosh (20) and Adityakumar

ED a|ds Punjab MLA Sukhpal Singh Khaira's Chandigarh home in money

The Enforcement Directorate on
Tuesday raided the Chandigarh
residence of Punjab MLA
Sukhpal Singh Khaira in connec-
tion with a money laundering in-
vestigation. The agency also

Kharwal (18).
Motive behind murder

Miranda family ran a construction
business while the accused owed
money from Miranda. Sada, a
native of Bihar, and Jharkhand
residents Kharwal and Ghosh
(20) were working with Miranda,
who was a contractor, reported
PTI.

During the course of investiga-
tion, the cops found a heavy ham-
mer lying next to both bodies.
The cops also found that three
people suspected to be involved

raided at least 10 locations in
Punjab and New Delhi. ED offi-
cials have accused the Bholath
MLA of money laundering. Khaira
was previously linked to a drug
smuggling case in 2015. The

were missing after the murder.
The police suspected that the
accused could flee to Mumbai
and therefore Goa Police sought
helped of Mumbai Crime Branch.
Acting on a tip-off, the accused
were arrested by police near
Shivaji Park area. The cops
learnt that the accused were plan-
ning to escape to Jharkhand from
Mumbai.

Murder over non-payment of dues
The accused confessed to the
police that they killed Miranda
after they demanded their pay-
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ment of last three months from
him. Miranda and the three ac-
cused had a fight while Pinto
intervened. In a fit of rage, the
accused hit both deceased
with a hammer and also
stabbed them to death and

escaped. The incident took
place on Monday and the ac-
cused were arrested from
Mumbai on Tuesday.

The accused are handed over to
Fartado Police Station for further
investigations.

aundering case

ED officials have accused Sukhpal Singh Khaira of money laundering. Khaira was previ-
ously linked to a drug smuggling case in 2015. The raids are being carried out by the ED
under provisions of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA).

raids were carried out by the ED
under provisions of the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act (PMLA).
With the fresh raids, ED wants
to gather more evidence in con-
nection with the money launder-
ing case, related to alleged cross-
border drug trafficking.

A courtin Fazilka had summoned
Sukhpal Singh Khaira in connec-
tion with the drug smuggling case
registered in the city in 2015. His
name emerged after the arrest of
some drug smugglers.The police

had recovered 2 kilograms of
heroin, 24 gold biscuits, a coun-
try-made pistol and two Pakistani
mobile SIM cards from the ar-
rested smugglers; the assets
seized are linked to Khaira.

Allegations were levelled that
Khaira was using the mobile
phone of his PS to speak to the
smugglers. The MLA had denied
the allegations and moved the
high court for anticipatory bail af-
ter a non-bailable warrant was
issued against him by the local

court. Khaira's bail application
was rejected by the high court.
Khaira then moved the Supreme
Court and got some respite as
it stayed the Fazilka court's
non-bailable warrant order
against him.

Khaira, 56, is a legislator of the
Punjab Ekta Party (PEP), which
he founded in 2019. While he was
elected to the State Assembly in
2017 on an Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) ticket, he quit the party and
formed the PEP two years later.
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Mumbai police officer Sachin Vaze has denied
using the SUV that was later found laden with

Agencies)-
Mumbai Police's encounter
specialist Sachin Vaze has
denied using Mansukh Hiren's
SUV that was later found laden

(News

with explosives outside
Mukesh Ambani's house in
Mumbai.

In his statement to the Anti-Ter-

Red Fort violence:

explosives outside Mukesh Ambani's house.

ror Squad, probing the bomb
scare, Sachin Vaze on Wednes-
day said that he never used the
SUV. He also denied meeting
Hiren a day before his death.

After a Scorpio with explosives
was found near industrialist
Mukesh Ambani's house in
South Mumbai on February 25,

Hiren, a Thane resident, had
claimed it had been stolen
from his possession a week
earlier. Hiren himself was
found dead in Thane creek on
March 5.

In her FIR, Mansukh Hiren's
wife Vimla Hiren said that
Vaze was in possession of the
said SUV for four months prior
to the incident.

In her statement, Vimla Hiren
said that the SUV was handed
over to Vaze by Mansukh in
November 2020 and he re-

turned it to him on February 5,
2021, citing a steering problem
in the vehicle. Her statement
also corroborates Mansukh's
version that he had left the
SUV on Mulund Airoli link road
due on February 17 to steer-
ing problems and it was sto-
len when he went there the
next day.

However, in his statement to
the ATS, Sachin Vaze denied
using the SUV. Vaze also told
the ATS that he did not meet
Mansukh Hiren a day before

his death, as claimed by
Mansukh's wife.

Vaze said that Mansukh
trusted him and had told his
family to contact him in case
of any problem.

In the FIR filed by Mansukh
Hiren's wife, it has been stated
that she last saw her husband
when he left for Godbunder
Road on an autorickshaw to
meet police officer Tawde from
the Kandivali crime branch. His
body was found in Thane creek
the next day.

Police nab Dutch national trying to flee India, another who assaulted cops

Delhi Police has made two more arrests in the Red Fort violence case. While one of the two
had allegedly assaulted a policeman on duty at the Red Fort during the Republic Day

violence, the other is a habitual offender and was trying to flee the country.

(News Agencies)-Delhi Police
has made two more arrests in the
Red Fort violence case. While
one of the two had allegedly
assaulted a policeman on duty
at the Red Fort during the
Republic Day violence, the other
is a habitual offender and was
trying to flee the country.
Accused Maninderjit Singh, who
is a Dutch national and is settled
in Birmingham, UK, has been
arrested from the Delhi airport
while he was trying to flee India
with forged travel documents. A
lookout circular notice had been
issued against him.

The other accused, Khempreet

Singh, had assaulted the police
personnel on duty inside the walls
of Red Fort with a spear, said the
police. He was absconding and
had willfully evaded arrest.

Delhi Police have continued with
the regular raids at different places
across Delhi and Punjab over the
Republic Day violence during the
farmers' tractor rally in Delhi.
Several arrests have been made
so far, including that of actor Deep
Sidhu, who has been accused of
inciting the farmers to storm the
Red Fort.

With the latest arrests, the total
number of those who have been
arrested in the Red Fort violence

case has gone up to 14.
Police have said accused
Maninderjit Singh was seen in
video footages of the Red Fort

incident, carrying a spear in his

hands.

Pressured by the raids being
conducted by the teams of
Crime Branch at different places
in Punjab, Maninderijit attempted
to flee the country by boarding a
flight from Delhi. With the forged
travel papers, he had planned to
first fly to Nepal from Delhi and
then to UK.

Maninderijit Singh also has other
cases in his name under the
Arms Act and other laws, said

the police. He has been produced
before the court and has been
given police custody.

The other accused, Khempreet
Singh, was also seen carrying a
huge spear during the Red Fort
violence and assaulting police
personnel.

During investigation he disclosed

that on January 26, he along with
his associates joined the tractor
rally from Sanjay Gandhi
Transport Nagar and finally
reached Red Fort after breaching
the barricades at Burari and
Chatta Rail.

He will be produced before the
court on Wednesday.

Two drug peddlers arrest ed in Kolkata in Pamela Goswami drug haul case

(News Agencies)-Two more arrests have
been made in Kolkata in connection with BJP
leaders Pamela Goswami and Rakesh Singh, .
who were arrested last month in a cocaine haul ¥

case.

The latest arrests in the Pamela Goswami cas
are that of 26-year-old Farhan Ahmed and 25-
year-old Daim Akhtar, both of whom are drug &5

peddlers.

Ten grams of cocaine in a small plastic pouch §
was also found in possession of Farhan Ahmed.
Earlier on Tuesday, police arrested a woman from
New Town near Kolkata in connection with the
cocaine haul case of arrested BJP leader Rakesh
Singh and youth leader Pamela Goswami.
Police have found the woman used to allegedly purchase
cocaine from drug peddlers for Rakesh Singh.

"We have arrested a woman in the New Alipore drugs

i

case. She was engaged by Rakesh Singh to procure
cocaine from drug peddlers," the police said.

"She purchased cocaine at the rate of Rs 9,500 per
gram and handed it to Rakesh Singh. We are finding

the NDPS Act.

.n‘_':

out whether she is associated with other drug
peddlers. We arrested her on Monday night from
her residence in New Town," an officer said.

Around 10 people have been arrested so far in

e "1 BJP youth leader Pamela Goswami along with

| her friend Prabir Kumar Dey and private security

=% guard Somnath Chatterjee were arrested last

found in her car.

month from south Kolkata's New Alipore area
with allegedly around 90 gm of cocaine that was

Based on her statement, BJP's state committee
member Rakesh Singh and another person, who
was accompanying him, were arrested from Galsi in
Purba Bardhaman district.

Another close aide of Rakesh was arrested last week
from the Orphanganj Road area.
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Pakistan to receive 45 million 'Made In India’ vaccine under GAVI alliance

Islamabad will be getting 45 million doses of 'Indian-made' vaccine under the United GAVI
alliance, Federal Secretary National Health Services, Regulation and Coordination Aamir Ashraf
Khawaja on Thursday informed the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of Pakistan.

(News Agencies)-
Islamabad will be getting 45
million doses of 'Indian-made'
vaccine under the United GAVI
alliance, Federal Secretary
National Health Services,
Regulation and Coordination
Aamir Ashraf Khawaja on
Thursday informed the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) of
Pakistan.GAVI, the vaccine
alliance, helps vaccinate almost
half the world's children against

deadly and debilitating infectious
diseases. It has been providing
assistance to Pakistan all
through the pandemic as well. It
had signed an agreement with
Pakistan to provide COVID-19
vaccine in September 2020.
Secretary Khawaja said that a
total of 45 million doses of
vaccine would be received under
an agreement with GAVI and out
of those, total 16 million would
be received till June this year.

Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly passes

(News Agencies)-Gilgit
Baltistan Legislative Assembly
on Tuesday passed a resolution
demanding interim provincial
status for the region.

Prime Minister Imran Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)-
led government has demanded
from the federal government that

Gilgit-Baltistan should be
allocated seats in the National

Assembly, Senate and
representation in federal
institutions.

The resolution was moved by
Gilgit-Baltistan Chief Minister
Khalid Khurshid Khan.According
to reports, the Chief Minister was

According to Pakistani media
reports, while briefing the
committee when Senator
Mushahid Hussain Syed was
guestioned about where the
vaccine was coming from, the
health secretary informed that
Pakistan would receive vaccine
manufactured by the Serum
Institute of India.

"Itis Indian manufactured vaccine

®

L

that would be administered to GAVI alliance that has been income nations on the vaccine
Pakistani nationals under the aiding developing and lower front," he had said.

[€50

ution for Interim provinicia

status for region

Gilgit Baltistan Legislative Assembly on
Tuesday passed a resolution demanding
interim provincial status for the region.

joined in tabling the resolution by
Opposition leader Amjad Hussain
from Pakistan Peoples" Party
(PPP), Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) representative
Ghulam Muhammad, Majlis
Wahdatul Muslimeen (MWM)
member Muhammad Kazim and
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-
F") leader Rehmat Khalig.

Apart from seeking representation
in the federal government and the
institutions, the resolution also
stated that a bill to amend the
Constitution of Pakistan to
declare Gilgit-Baltistan a province

of Pakistan should be passed by
Parliament but keeping UN
resolutions on Kashmir in mind.
"The demand for constitutional
rights is a unanimous demand
of the people of Gilgit-Baltistan,
not that of an individual/party. The
unity we've shown on this issue
needs to be repeated again at a
federal level,” Chief Minister
Khan was quoted by PTI as
saying.

India has in the past rejected
moves made by Pakistan to
incorporate Gilgit-Baltistan as
part of its territory.

"The Government of India firmly
rejects the attempt by Pakistan
to bring material changes to a
part of Indian territory, under its
illegal and forcible occupation. |
reiterate that the Union Territories
of Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh, including the area of so-
called "Gilgit-Baltistan", are an
integral part of India by virtue of
the legal, complete and
irrevocable accession of Jammu
and Kashmir to the Union of India
in 1947," Indian Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) had said
in November last year.

India Has Direct Stakes In Maintenance Of Peace In Myanmar: Centre

In response to a question in Lok Sabha, Minister of State for
External Affairs V Muraleedharan said India has urged that
the rule of law and democratic process be upheld.

(News Agencies)- India
on Wednesday said it has direct
stakes in the maintenance of
peace and stability in Myanmar
and the recent developments in
that country were of deep
concern to it.

Last month, Myanmar's military
grabbed power in a coup against
the civilian government and
imposed a state of emergency
after detaining Nobel laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi and other
leaders of her National League for
Democracy (NLD).

In response to a question in Lok
Sabha, Minister of State for
External Affairs V Muraleedharan
said India has urged that the rule

of law and democratic process
be upheld and called upon the
leadership of Myanmar to work
together to resolve their
differences in a peaceful and
constructive manner.

He said India will closely monitor
the situation in Myanmar and
remain in discussion with the
international community,
including at the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC), on the
issue.

"India shares a land and maritime
border with Myanmar and has
direct stakes in the maintenance
of peace and stability in the
country. As part of our
"Neighbourhood First" and "Act

East" policies, India has
supported socio-economic
development in Myanmar and

" MINISTRY OF
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

facilitated the process of HE&8

democratic transition in the ¥

country," he said.

"The recent developments in
Myanmar are therefore of deep
concern," he added.

The minister also said India's
relationship with Myanmar
remains independent of its ties
with any third country.
Myanmar witnessed massive
protests in the last few weeks
against the February 1 coup.

To a separate question on
vandalisation of a statue of
Mahatma Gandhi in the city of

Image tweeted by @MOS_MEA

Davis in California on January 28,
M Muraleedharan said India has
strongly condemned this
"malicious and despicable act"
against a universally respected
icon of peace and justice.

He said the Embassy of Indiain
Washington DC has taken up the
matter with the US Department
of State for a thorough

investigation and appropriate
action against those responsible
for this despicable act.

The Consulate General of India
in San Francisco has separately
taken up the matter with the City
of Davis and local law
enforcement authorities, which
have initiated an investigation,"
he said.
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Punjab farmers caught between two fences at India-Pakistan border

Farmers say fencing along the 553-km border
has robbed them of their lands and they have
adequately compensated.

not been

(News Agencies)- Raghbir Singh
Bhangala often stands looking at
his fields beyond the barbed-wire
fence that marks the border
between India and Pakistan. He
stands on five acres of his own
farmland in the Tarn Taran district
of India's Punjab state, while the
remaining eight acres is on the
other side of the fence.
Bhangala, now 78, has spent
more than 25 years of his life
fighting for the right to till his land,
ever since it was declared a
restricted area because it falls
between the fence and the so-
called "zero line" - the
international border between India
and Pakistan.

When the Khalistan rebellion, a
separatist movement seeking to
create a sovereign Sikh-majority
state, was at its peak in Punjab
between 1988 and 1991, the
Indian government installed
barbed-wire fences and gates
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along the 553-km (343-mile)
international border, restricting
access to 21,300 acres of
farmland. A 13.4-metre (44-foot)
strip of land was carved out of
farmers' holdings, four metres (14
feet) were kept on Pakistan's
side, seven m